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Welcome to Edinburgh

Edinburgh is one of Britain’s most beautiful and dramatic cities, with its castle perched on the summit of ancient crags and the medieval maze of the Old Town gazing across verdant gardens to the elegant Georgian squares and streetscapes of the New Town. History and architecture are leavened with a bacchanalia of bars, innovative restaurants and Scotland’s most stylish shops.
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Top Experiences


1Explore Edinburgh Castle
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Go underground at Real Mary King’s Close
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Hunt down historical treasures at the National Museum
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Meet Mary, Queen of Scots, at Holyroodhouse
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Admire the architecture of the Scottish Parliament Building
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Come face to face with history at the Portrait Gallery
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Picnic in Princes Street Gardens
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Discover the Scottish Colourists at Scotland’s home of modern art
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Enjoy a coffee on the terrace at the Royal Botanic Garden
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EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Take a tour of the Royal Yacht Britannia

[image: *-jpg]

EDINBURGHCITYMOM/SHUTTERSTOCK ©






EDINBURGH Top Experiences

1Decipher the Da Vinci Code at Rosslyn Chapel
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Dining Out



Eating out in Edinburgh has changed beyond all recognition since the 1990s. Back then, sophisticated dining meant a visit to the Aberdeen Angus Steak House for a prawn cocktail, steak (well done) and chips, and Black Forest gateau. Today, central Edinburgh has more restaurants per head of population than most UK cities outside London, including a handful of places with Michelin stars.
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Modern Scottish Cuisine

Scotland has never been celebrated for its national cuisine – in fact, from haggis and porridge to deep-fried Mars bars, it has more often been an object of ridicule. But since the early 2000s chefs have been taking top-quality Scottish produce – from Highland venison, Aberdeen Angus beef and freshly landed seafood to root vegetables, raspberries and regional cheeses – and preparing it simply, in a way that emphasises the natural flavours, often adding a French, Italian or Asian twist.




Haggis – Scotland’s National Dish

The raw ingredients of Scotland’s national dish (pictured) don’t sound too promising – the finely chopped lungs, heart and liver of a sheep, mixed with oatmeal and onion and stuffed into a sheep’s stomach bag. However, it tastes surprisingly good and is on the menu in many restaurants, whether served with the traditional accompaniment of mashed potatoes and turnip, or given a modern twist such as haggis in filo pastry parcels with hoisin sauce.




Best Modern Scottish

Condita Michelin-starred perfection from this Southside newcomer.

Timberyard Seasonally changing menu sourced from artisan growers and foragers.

Lookout The best of Scottish produce served with a stunning view.




Best Traditional Scottish

Amber Set in the Scotch Whisky Experience; many dishes include whisky in the recipe.

McKirdy’s Steakhouse Prime Scottish beef, simply prepared and served in a friendly, informal setting.

Witchery by the Castle Wonderfully over-the-top Gothic decor, great steak and seafood, and fine wines.

Cannonball Restaurant Classic haggis, steak and lobster dishes within sight of the castle.




Best Seafood

Ondine Beautiful dining room, with a menu based on sustainably sourced fish.

Fishers Bistro A local institution, with North Berwick lobster a speciality.

Fishmarket Harbourside restaurant and takeaway serving the city’s best fish and chips.




Best Vegetarian

David Bann Smart and sophisticated, bringing an inventive approach to vegetarian food.

Kalpna Long-established Indian restaurant, famous for its all-you-can-eat lunch buffet.

Holy Cow Great-value vegetarian fare, including its famous vegan burgers.




Top Eating Out Tips

ABook well in advance for top restaurants.

AThe List (http://food.list.co.uk) has restaurant, cafe and bar reviews.

ACheck www.5pm.co.uk for restaurants with tables to spare that evening.







Edinburgh on a Plate
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Cullen Skink Essentials

Named for the old fishing harbour of Cullen on Scotland’s northeast coast, and from the old Scots word ‘skink’ (soup), Cullen skink is a delicious, warming broth made with smoked haddock, potatoes, onion, butter and milk, usually served with crusty bread and butter. Originally a regional speciality, since the 1990s it has become ubiquitous in Edinburgh restaurants, and many places have spruced up the old recipe with the addition of cream, leeks, white wine and herbs.
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Top Places for Cullen Skink

Scottish Cafe & Restaurant This appealing modern restaurant has picture windows providing a view along Princes Street Gardens.

Amber This whisky-themed restaurant creates genuinely interesting and flavoursome dishes using top Scottish produce, with a suggested whisky pairing for each dish.

Vesta Bar & Kitchen This cafe-bar partners with Social Bite, a social enterprise set up to support the homeless. You can ‘pay a Cullen skink forward’.







Bar Open



Edinburgh has always been a drinkers’ city. It has more pubs per head of population than any other UK city – and they are as varied and full of character as the people who drink in them, from Victorian palaces to stylish pre-club bars, and from real-ale howffs (meeting places, often pubs) to cool cocktail lounges.
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Edinburgh Beers

By the end of the 19th century, Edinburgh ranked alongside Munich, Pilsen and Burton-on-Trent in importance as a brewing centre, with no fewer than 35 breweries. Today the city’s two large-scale breweries – Caledonian (creator of Deuchars IPA) and Stewart Brewing (producer of Edinburgh Gold) – have been joined by an ever-growing number of microbreweries and brewpubs.




Trad vs Trendy

At one end of Edinburgh’s spectrum of hostelries lies the traditional 19th-century pub, which has preserved much of its original Victorian decoration and serves real ales, craft beers and a range of malt whiskies. At the other end is the modern cocktail bar, with a cool clientele and styling so sharp you could cut yourself on it.




Opening Times

Pubs open from 11am to 11pm Monday to Saturday and 12.30pm to 11pm on Sunday. Many open later on Friday and Saturday, closing at midnight or 1am, while some with a music licence party on until 3am.




Best Historic Pubs

Bennet’s Bar Locals’ pub with lovely Victorian fittings.

Cafe Royal Bar City-centre haven of Victorian splendour, famed for Doulton ceramic portraits. (pictured)

Sheep Heid Inn Semirural retreat in the shadow of Arthur’s Seat, famed as Edinburgh’s oldest pub.


Guildford Arms A time capsule of polished mahogany and gleaming brass.




Best Craft Beer Pubs

Brauhaus Tiny bar with a huge selection of beers from all over the world.

Blue Blazer Resolutely old-fashioned pub with a good range of Scottish ales.

Auld Hoose Great jukebox plus a broad range of beers from Scottish microbreweries.




Best Cocktail Bars

Bramble Possibly the city’s best cocktails, served in an atmospheric cellar bar.

Tigerlily Cocktails as colourful as the swirling, glittering designer decor.

Lucky Liquor Co Tiny but highly rated bar serving inventive and unusual cocktails.




Best Whisky Bars

Bow Bar Busy Grassmarket-area pub with a huge selection of malt whiskies.

Malt Shovel Old-school pub with more than 100 single malts behind the bar.

Last Word Saloon Small but well-chosen selection; good place to dip a toe in the world of whisky.




Gigs & Crowds

AThe Gig Guide (www.gigguide.co.uk) is a monthly email newsletter and listings website covering pub live music.

ATo avoid Friday and Saturday night crowds, steer clear of the Grassmarket, the Cowgate and Lothian Rd.







Edinburgh in a Glass
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Whisky in Edinburgh

Whisky is, of course, the quintessentially Scottish drink, made with malted barley, water and yeast. Until the opening of the Holyrood Distillery in 2019, there had not been any distilleries in operation in Edinburgh since 1925. But the city’s port of Leith was once a centre of the whisky industry, with a dozen working distilleries and acres of bonded warehouses where the spirit was stored and matured.
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Where to Learn About Whisky

Scotch Whisky Experience Interactive multimedia attraction that explains the whole process of making Scotland’s national drink.

Holyrood Distillery Take a tour of the city’s first working distillery since 1925.

Royal Mile Whiskies The knowledgeable staff at this long-established shop will help you choose a bottle to remember.







Treasure Hunt



Edinburgh’s shopping experience extends far beyond the big-name department stores of Princes St, ranging from designer fashion and handmade jewellery to independent bookshops, delicatessens and farmers markets. Classic north-of-the-border buys include cashmere, Harris tweed, tartan goods, Celtic jewellery and Scotch whisky.
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Princes Street

Princes St is Edinburgh’s trademark shopping strip, lined with big high-street names including Marks & Spencer, Waterstones and the Apple Store. There are more designer boutiques a block north on George St, and smaller specialist stores on Rose and Thistle Sts. There are also two big city-centre shopping malls – Princes Mall, at the eastern end of Princes St, and St James Quarter at the top of Leith St – plus Multrees Walk, a designer shopping complex with Harvey Nichols on the eastern side of St Andrew Sq.




Shopping Districts

Other central shopping streets include South Bridge, Nicolson St and Lothian Rd. For more offbeat shopping – including fashion, music, crafts and jewellery – head for Cockburn, St Mary’s and Victoria St (pictured), all leading off the Royal Mile; William St (West End); and Raeburn Pl and St Stephen’s St (Stockbridge).




Best Department Stores

Harvey Nichols Four floors of designer labels and eye-popping price tags.

John Lewis Classic British store with a focus on quality goods and service.




Best for Tartan

Kinloch Anderson Tailors and kiltmakers for the royal family.

Geoffrey (Tailor) Inc Kilts in all patterns, from clan tartans to football colours.




Best Markets

Edinburgh Farmers Market Saturday feast of fresh Scottish produce.

Stockbridge Market Eclectic Sunday market that’s become a focus for the local community.

Pitt Weekly street-food market.




Best for Jewellery

Galerie Mirages Best known for silver, amber and gemstone jewellery in traditional and contemporary designs.

Alchemia Original designs plus specially commissioned pieces.

Annie Smith Edinburgh designer famed for beautiful and delicate pieces reflecting nature’s patterns.




Best for Vintage Fashion

Armstrong’s A long-established Edinburgh institution, good for preowned kilts and tweeds.

Pie in the Sky Gorgeous vintage and alternative fashion and accessories.




Best for Books

Lighthouse Radical bookshop specialising in political, gay and feminist literature.

McNaughtan’s Bookshop Secondhand and antiquarian dealer with books on Scottish history, art and architecture.

Golden Hare Books Voted UK Independent Bookshop of the Year in 2019.




Top Shopping Tips

AVisitors from both EU and non-EU countries can no longer claim back VAT (value-added tax) on purchased goods.

AMany city-centre shops stay open till 7pm or 8pm on Thursday.







Edinburgh Souvenirs



Scotch Whisky

Track down that single malt you really enjoyed at Royal Mile Whiskies – the staff know all there is to know about Scotch whisky.
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Tartan Goods

It might seem a bit old-fashioned, but tartan is back on trend. Pick up scarves, bags and other tartan accessories at Kinloch Anderson.
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Cashmere

Scotland has a long-standing reputation for producing high-quality cashmere goods. Head to Harvey Nichols for luxurious scarves from Johnstons of Elgin.
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Harris Tweed

With colours that reflect the heather and heath of the Scottish hills, tweed fabric has hit the fashion heights; Ragamuffin has a superb selection.
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Celtic Jewellery

Perre stocks silver earrings, necklaces and brooches with intricate Celtic knot designs inspired by the patterns carved on ancient Scottish stones.
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Museums & Galleries



As Scotland’s capital city, it’s hardly surprising that Edinburgh is home to some of the country’s most important museums and art collections. Admire the Old Masters, from Titian to Turner, at the Scottish National Gallery, hone your knowledge of Scottish heritage at the National Museum of Scotland, or delve into the arcane delights of the city’s lesser-known collections.
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Special Events

Several of the city’s major institutions host special events and after-hours visits. The National Museum of Scotland (pictured) stages monthly Museum Late events (7.30pm to 10.30pm), with talks, performances, food and drink and behind-the-scenes tours, while the Scottish National Gallery and the Scottish National Portrait Gallery stage musical performances, educational talks and art lessons. Check the museum’s website What’s On or Events links for details.




Admission & Access

National collections (eg National Museum of Scotland, Scottish National Gallery, Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art) and Edinburgh city–owned museums (Museum of Edinburgh, City Art Centre etc) have free admission, except for temporary exhibitions where a fee is often charged. Most private galleries are also free; smaller museums often charge an entrance fee, typically around £5 (book online at some museums for discounted tickets). National collections are generally open from 10am to 5pm, with the Scottish National Gallery staying open till 7pm on Thursday.




Best Collections

National Museum of Scotland Beautiful setting for collections covering Scottish history, the natural world, art and engineering.

Scottish National Portrait Gallery Far more interesting than the name implies, especially after a recent revamp.


Scottish National Gallery Old Masters, Scottish artists, and Canova’s famous marble sculpture of the Three Graces.

Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art Pride of place goes to works by the Scottish Colourists, Eduardo Paolozzi and Barbara Hepworth.




Best Smaller Museums

Museum of Edinburgh The city: Stone Age to the present.

Surgeons’ Hall Museums Grisly but fascinating collection on the history of surgery.

Writers’ Museum All you ever wanted to know about Robert Burns, Walter Scott and Robert Louis Stevenson.




Best Museum Architecture

Scottish National Portrait Gallery Gorgeous palace in Venetian Gothic style, studded with sculptures of famous Scots.

National Museum of Scotland Staid Victorian building set off by a flamboyant modern extension in golden sandstone.

Museum of Edinburgh Set in a 16th-century house with colourful, ornate decoration in red and yellow ochre.




Art Trails & Taking a Break

AThe national collections have useful ‘trail’ leaﬂets that guide you around their highlights.

AAll major museums and galleries have good restaurants or cafes, often worth a visit in their own right.







Festivals & Events



Edinburgh is one of the world’s biggest party venues, with a crowded calendar of festivals ranging from science to movies and military bands. High season is August, when half a dozen festivals, including the Edinburgh International Festival and Festival Fringe, run concurrently. It’s followed by the Christmas festival and Hogmanay celebrations.
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Edinburgh International Festival

First held in 1947 to mark a return to peace after the ordeal of WWII, the Edinburgh International Festival is festooned with superlatives – the oldest, the biggest, the most famous, the best in the world. The festival occurs over the three weeks ending on the first Saturday in September; the programme is usually available from April. Tickets sell out quickly, so it’s best to book as far in advance as possible.




Edinburgh Festival Fringe

When the first Edinburgh International Festival was held, eight theatre companies didn’t make it onto the main programme. Undeterred, they grouped together and held their own mini-festival, on the fringe, and an Edinburgh institution was born. The Fringe takes place over 3½ weeks, the last two overlapping with the first two of the Edinburgh International Festival.

Big-name tickets can cost £15 to £20 and up, but there are plenty of good shows in the £5 to £15 range and lots of free stuff.




Best Festivals

Edinburgh International Science Festival (April) Hosts a wide range of events, including talks, lectures, exhibitions, demonstrations and guided tours designed to stimulate, inspire and challenge.

Imaginate Festival (May) Britain’s biggest festival of performing arts for children (for kids aged three to 12). Groups from around the world perform classic tales like Hansel and Gretel, and new material written specially for children.


Edinburgh International Festival (August) Hundreds of the world’s top musicians and performers congregate for three weeks of diverse and inspirational music, opera, theatre and dance.

Edinburgh Festival Fringe (August) The biggest festival of the performing arts in the world (pictured).

Edinburgh Military Tattoo (August) A spectacular display of military marching bands, massed pipes and drums, acrobats, cheerleaders and more, with the magnificent backdrop of the floodlit castle.

Edinburgh International Book Festival (August) A fun fortnight of talks, readings, debates, lectures, book signings and meet-the-author events.




Best Events

Beltane (April/May) A pagan fire festival marking the end of winter, celebrated on Calton Hill’s summit. Held on the night of 30 April into the early hours of 1 May.

Royal Highland Show (late June) A four-day feast of all things rural, from tractor driving to sheep shearing.
 
Edinburgh’s Christmas (December) Includes a street parade, fairground and Ferris wheel, and an open-air ice rink in Princes Street Gardens.

Edinburgh’s Hogmanay (29 December to 1 January) Events include a torchlight procession and huge street party.




What's On in Edinburgh

The List (www.list.co.uk) is an excellent, comprehensive free listings website covering what’s on in Edinburgh and Glasgow.







Architecture



Edinburgh’s unique beauty arises from a combination of its unusual site, perched among craggy hills, and ﬁne architecture, dating from the 16th century to the present. The New Town remains the world’s most complete and unspoilt example of Georgian architecture. Along with the Old Town, it was declared a Unesco World Heritage Site in 1995.
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Old Town Tenements

Edinburgh’s Old Town features Britain’s biggest concentration of surviving 17th-century buildings (pictured). These tenements were among the tallest in Britain in their time. You can explore them at Gladstone’s Land and John Knox House.




Georgian Gorgeousness

Robert Adam (1728−92), one of the Georgian period’s leading architects, made his mark with neoclassical masterpieces such as Charlotte Sq and Edinburgh University’s Old College. The Georgian House displays the elegance of Adam’s interiors.




Modern Masterpiece

New Town’s plan was the result of a competition won by James Craig, an unknown, self-taught architect. Another competition saw Enric Miralles chosen as the architect for the Scottish Parliament Building. Though it was controversial, the prize-winning building revitalised a near-derelict industrial site on the Royal Mile.




Best Modern Architecture

Scottish Parliament Building Ambitious and controversial: Scotland’s most exciting example of modern architecture.

National Museum of Scotland Its golden sandstone lines create echoes of castles, churches, gardens and cliffs.

Scottish Poetry Library Cleverly insinuated into a cramped space in an Old Town alley.

Front Range The Royal Botanic Garden’s designer glasshouses are included in Prospect magazine’s Top 100 Modern Scottish Buildings.




Best Neoclassical Architecture

Charlotte Sq The Adam facade on its north side is the jewel in the New Town’s architectural crown.

Royal Scottish Academy Imposing Doric temple dominating Princes St’s centre.

Dundas House Gorgeous Palladian mansion that’s now a bank; pop into the main hall to view the spectacular dome.




Best Early Architecture

Parliament Hall This grandiose 17th-century hall has a majestic hammer-beam roof, and was once home to the Scottish Parliament.




Best Monuments

Scott Monument This Gothic space rocket in Princes Street Gardens celebrates the famous historical novelist Sir Walter Scott.

Nelson Monument This slender tower on Calton Hill’s summit was built to commemorate Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar in 1805.

National Monument An unfinished folly atop Calton Hill; its Greek-temple-like appearance gave Edinburgh the nickname ‘Athens of the North’.




Online Architecture

The website www.edinburgharchitecture.co.uk provides useful info, including on special events and guided architectural walking tours.







Responsible Travel



Follow these tips when you’re in Edinburgh to leave a lighter footprint, support local businesses and have a positive impact on local communities.
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On the Road

Look for the Thistle logo (www.visitscotland.com) on your accommodation. It’s Visit Scotland’s grading system for driving quality and shouting about success.

Observe the Scottish Outdoor Access Code (www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot). Edinburgh has great inner-city hiking on Arthur’s Seat and in the nearby Pentland Hills; the code provides a guide for everyone to explore the great outdoors in a safe and responsible manner.

Go electric. It’s easy to hire an electric vehicle and take advantage of charge points: there are more than 200 charging points in Edinburgh with more to come (https://chargeplacescotland.org), part of plans to make Edinburgh a net-zero city by 2030.

Avoid crowded places and come back when it’s less busy. Stick to marked roads, tracks and paths, leaving only footprints.

Be beach safe. Edinburgh’s beaches at Portobello and Cramond look tempting but can be unpredictable, with cold temperatures and rip currents, even during the height of summer. Visit RNLI (https://rnli.org) for more.




Give Back

Shop local at independent shops and farmers markets to sample fresh products and support Edinburgh businesses throughout the year. Choose visitor attractions, sights and distilleries that are committed to sustainable practices and responsible tourism ahead of ones that aren’t. See Visit Scotland (www.visitscotland.com).




Dos & Don’ts

Do support Invisible Tours, who train homeless people as city tour guides.

Don
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Cullen SKkink

The smoked haddock

is poached gently in the
milk to make the base for
the soup, then removed.

The onions are
chopped and
softened in butter,
then the fish-
infused milk is
added.

Variations include
using leeks instead of
onion, cream instead
of milk, and adding
herbs.

Boiled potatoes are
added to the milk
and onions, and the
cooked fish is flaked
in last.
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