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				Pop music’s most enduring mononym, Madonna requires absolutely no introduction from anyone and hasn’t done since she burst out onto the world’s stage in 1983 with the release of her debut album, Madonna, a dance-pop classic action-packed with timeless, melody-laden bangers. Within ten years of its release, Madonna became an object of obsession, a pin-up… and the most influential, and bestselling, female musical artist of all time. 

				Ever since that daring debut, this pioneering and provocative popstar has tickled, teased and titillated the tied-up inhibitions of music, film, art, fashion and culture to the point of wild climax, redefined the zeitgeist multiple times and, without a doubt, kickstarted a female revolution in pop music, echoes of which we see everywhere today. Famed and feared in equal measure, Madonna has meant many things 
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				to many people: gay icon, Hollywood actress, activist, entrepreneur, children’s book author, DJ, film director/producer and, most importantly now, a mother to six children. All while selling hundreds of millions of albums and singles. 

				This Little Book of wit and wisdom has everything a Madonna fan deserves, a tiny tome crammed with killer quotes and wisecrackin’ zingers that celebrate the singer’s greatest adventures, accomplishments and “scandals”, as well as her life in music, all told through her own authentic practicising of what she preaches. 

				So, Madonna, Queen of Pop, what are you waiting for? Don’t just stand there, let’s get to it, strike a pose, there’s nothing to it… it’s time to open your heart, get into the groove and take a bow, your fans are waiting for you to express yourself…
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				WHO’S THAT GIRL?

				Today, Madonna still revels in the provocation and power she holds as much as she did when she was a supernova. And she remains as relevant as the mother of reinvention as ever. By consistently breaking the mould at every turn, this multi-talented, entrepreneurial singer-songwriter lit the path for every popstar who followed her. 

				Her 1987 movie, and soundtrack, asked her fans to answer the question: Who’s that girl? But have we ever really spent any time in bed with the real Madonna? In her own words, let’s go find out…

			

		


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				10

			

		

		
			
				I am not reinventing myself; I am going through layers and revealing myself. I am on a journey, an adventure that’s constantly changing shape.

				Madonna, on her reputation for reinvention, promoting Ray of Light, interview with USA Today, 1998.
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				MADONNA

			

		

		
			
				I want to be like Gandhi, and Martin Luther King, and John Lennon... but I want to stay alive.

				Madonna, on being an icon, interview with Sirius Radio, February 16, 2007.
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				Life is a paradox and you have to embrace that in your work and your belief systems… You can’t be a literalist, and that’s the trouble that people always find themselves in. That’s why people always hit a wall with any of my stuff, because you can’t take it literally.

				Madonna, on literally being taken literally, interview with Dazed & Confused, April 2008.
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				MADONNA

			

		

		
			
				It has taken me a long time to realize money doesn’t bring happiness. I spent 15 years of my life thinking about myself, thinking about everything from the point of view of: ‘What is in it for me?’

				Madonna, on fame and fortune, interview with Grazia magazine, June 27, 2005.
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				When my daughter was born, I was born again.

				Madonna, on motherhood, interview with New York Times, June 2019.
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				MADONNA

			

		

		
			
				How many years have I been doing this? 36? Zero fucks given.

				Madonna, on why she’s endured so long, interview with iHeartRadio ICONS, June 2019.
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				I am a brunette and sometimes I just like to match my pubic hair sometimes. People who have nothing better to do than talk about my hair colour have no lives.

				Madonna, on the media overanalyzing her appearance after dying her hair black, interview with Interview, April 2003.
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				MADONNA

			

		

		
			
				I’m not going to change the world in a day. I don’t know, maybe it never will be where men and women will be equal. It just seems like as long as women are the ones that give birth to children, it’ll never really change.

				Madonna, on gender equality, interview with Rolling Stone, September 1987.
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				For years, I never had any money, and I never had any help, and having to struggle to survive has made me as tough as I am and turned me into the bitch that most people think I am! But it was meant to be, because here I am.

				Madonna, on her early struggles defining her strength, interview with Time Out, January 1989.
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				MADONNA

			

		

		
			
				What fuels my ambition is the desire to be heard. And to find my mother, I suppose.

				Madonna, on her ambitions and her mother, interview with Vanity Fair, December 1986.
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				I do think of myself as a queen, but I don’t think I’m the only queen. There’s room for other queens. We reign over different kingdoms.

				Madonna, on being called the “Queen of Pop”, interview with Rolling Stone magazine, March 2015.
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