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INTRODUCTION

T h e  docum ents gen erally  know n as L a y  S u b sid y  R olls are, m ore precisely, 
the particu lars o f accou n t com piled b y  local assessors w h o  presented to the 
E x ch eq u er the details o f the sums w h ich  individual taxpayers o f a  single 
county, excluding ecclesiastics (unless they had tem poral p roperty), w ere to 
p a y  as their contributions to a general levy on m ovable goods.1 T h o u g h  the 
system changed in 13 3 4 ,  up to that date the names o f taxpayers w ere arran ged  
b y tithings, hamlets, vills, boroughs and ancient demesne, and each cou nty  
system atically covered hundred b y  hundred or w apentake b y  w apentake. 
Th ese county rolls are the fullest docum ents surviving from the w hole taxation  
process o f raising lay  subsidies. In  view  o f their considerable valu e for m an y  
aspects o f local studies, a num ber o f them have been published for individual 
counties.2 N one, however, has hitherto been published for the cou nty o f  
D evon, and that o f 13 3 2  w hich is here edited is the most com plete roll o f the 
per10d surviving for that county.

L A Y  S U B S I D I E S  B E F O R E  1 3 3 4

It w as in the late twelfth cen tu ry that personal w ealth  w h ich  cou ld  be  
distinguished as movables, that is, to the exclusion o f land and buildings, began  
to be used as a  standard o f tax assessment. T h is type o f tax, com m only called  
a subsidy, and levied on every ind ividual w ith personal property above a  
fixed value, unless he w as specially exem pt, em erged during H e n ry  I l l 's  reign  
as an extraordinary levy, kept apart from  the rem ainder o f the royal incom e. 
H ow ever, from 1290 , taxation upon m ovables w as placed under the direct 
control o f the Exch equer, whose officers were given charge o f  the oversight 
and collection o f the taxes, which w ere granted b y  Parliam ent, and assessed 
and collected county b y  county. T h e y  w ere levied at a  variable rate, such as 
a tenth, twentieth, sixth or fifteenth. T h u s it w as the business o f  assessors 
first to estimate the total valu e o f  a m an 's m ovable property, then w ork out 
the appropriate am ount w hich he had to p a y  accordin g to the fraction levied. 
A fter 12 9 4  it becam e usual to levy the tax at a different rate in u rban  and ru ral 
areas. F o r instance, w hen in 13 3 2  the fraction w as set at a fifteenth and tenth, 
the fifteenth applied to the rural tithings and vills, the tenth to the boroughs  
and ancient C ro w n  demesne. T h e  clergy w ere differently treated, and taxed  
on  temporalia as laym en, but on spiritualia they w ere subject to taxes im posed  
b y the provinces in Convocation, based on the Taxatio o f Pope N icholas I V  
in 1 2 9 1, usually at a  tenth.

T h ere  was a m inim um  lim it set on the valu e o f taxable m ovables, so that

1A  short general introduction to the subject is given by M . W . Beresford, Lay Subsidies and P o ll 
Taxes, Phillimore, 1963. T he standard work on the per10d is by J .  F . W illard, Parliamentary 
Taxes on Personal Property, 1 29 0 –13 3 4 , Cam bridge, M ass., 1934.

2For lists o f those published, see E . L . C . M ullins, Texts and Calendars, R o ya l H istorical Society, 
1958. One o f the most thorough editions is in  Surrey Taxation Returns, ed. J .  F . W illard  and 
H . C .Jo h n so n , Surrey Record Society, xi, 1932 .
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viii Introduction

the poor w ere not liable for the subsidy. T h e  m inim um  lim it varied  from  
time to tim e; b y  a  statute o f  E d w a r d  I I I ,  no paym en t w as dem anded o f  
inhabitants o f cities and boroughs, or ancient demesne, possessing m ovables 
assessed at less than six shillings, or o f  those dw elling in rural areas at less than  
ten shillings, and these figures w ere observed in the 1 3 3 2  subsidy.1 T h e  
definition o f  'm ovables ' for the purposes o f  assessment w as also limited, as 
certain classes o f personal p roperty were exem pt. These o f  course also varied  
to some extent accordin g to the specific instructions given for the collection  
o f a  particu lar subsidy. In  12 9 0 , the goods to be exem pted in rural areas 
w ere listed as arm our, riding horses, jew els or vessels o f precious m etal belonging  
to knights, gentlem en and their wives, though these exemptions w ere not to 
ap p ly  in u rban  areas to m erchants, and this list w ith variations w as usually  
thereafter applied. In  ru ral areas rents and services due from  a villein to his 
lord w ere to be deducted before an  assessment w as m ade, and it seems that tools 
o f trade and m an y articles o f  d aily  domestic use w ere e x e m p t;2 household 
goods, butter, cheese, food in the larder, farm ing im plem ents and poultry  
w ere not assessed, so that in practice in the countryside m ovable goods were  
taken to m ean domestic anim als and crops. In  urban areas, gowns for m an and  
wife, their bed and household articles were exem pted, though it appears that 
in these areas m ore precise inventories w ere m ade than those for the goods o f  
cou n try people.

T h e re  w ere also exem ptions o f  particular individuals or particular classes 
o f persons, either b y  direct royal favo u r or for special services.3 Su ch  privileges 
w ere accorded to the m en o f the C in q u e Ports in consideration o f the charges to 
w h ich  they w ere put in order to keep up the K in g 's  fleet ; the m oneyers o f  the 
ro yal mints in Lo n d o n  an d  C an te rb u ry  w ere exem pt, though they w ere subject 
to so-called free-will offerings; and so w ere the workers in the tin mines o f  
D e vo n  an d C orn w all, w h o received this im m unity b y  a charter o f  1 3 0 5 ;  and  
in tim e o f w ar, such as betw een 12 9 4  and 12 9 7 , tenants-in-chief serving w ith  
the arm ies in G asco n y and W ales w ere not assessed. Som etim es, too, a  single 
institution or individual m ight be excused b y  letters patent on particular  
grounds, such as p articu larly useful service, or a  single vill w hich had been  
ravag ed  b y  the Scots. B u t these special exemptions w ere usually o f  short 
d u ratio n ; even am on g religious houses, the Prem onstratensian order w as the 
only one to receive perm anent exem ption from  lay  taxation. Property on the 
dem esne o f m anors in the king's hand because o f the m inority o f  a  tenant 
w ere often also exem pt, and sometimes it w as possible for a  com m unity to 
m ake a  particu lar agreem ent an d  composition w ith the assessors.

T h e  procedure in levyin g a  subsidy has been fully discussed elsewhere,4 so 
a  b rie f outline w ill suffice here. T h e  first stage after a  subsidy had been  
authorised b y  P arliam ent w as the appointm ent b y  letters patent o f  chief taxers 
an d  collectors, w ith  occasionally an  additional supervisor, for each county, 
an d  writs reciting the occasion for the necessity o f  the tax, the terms and days 
o f paym en t, the nam es o f the persons appointed county taxers, and com m anding

1Statute o f 14  Edw . I l l ,  i, c.20, 4 the poor cotiers and others that live o f their bodily travail 
shall not be taxed'.  T h e limits o f 6s and 10s mean that in 1332  no one in a borough should 
p ay  less than 7½d or in the country 8d. See also Rot. Parl . 446, 4 5 1, 452, ii. 426.

2Parl. Writs, ii, ii, 15 .
3see W illard , op. cit., pp. 1 1 0  ff.
4Ibid., p p . 18 3  ff .
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their attendance, w ere issued. T h e  ch ief taxers for each cou nty w ere usually  
sworn and instructed at the Exch equ er, and w h en  they took up their appoin t­
ments they selected from  each hundred or borough within their counties tw o  
or m ore freem en as assessors, to value the m ovable property o f the inhabitants 
on a specified d ay  (generally M ichaelm as last past) and to collect and record  
the amounts. F u ll inventories w ere m ade, but h ave not survived in a n y  
great quantity. T h e  inventories and assessments h avin g been scheduled and  
exam ined locally under the local divisions w ithin the counties, they w ere  
abstracted, copied and indented. T h e  ch ief taxers, on receipt o f the m oney  
or p art o f it, conveyed it to the Treasu rer o f the E x ch eq u er w ith  one co p y o f  
the assessment schedule. T h e  taxers retained the other co p y for reference  
and to com plete the collection, but the task o f m aking collection seems to h ave  
been fraught w ith difficulty, and m an y royal writs w ere directed to the sheriffs 
o f counties to distrain or arrest the collectors for failure to return the sums due. 
T h e  county totals, the names o f the taxers together w ith  the record o f a n y  
arrears or concessions m ade at the E xch eq u er, ap p e a r again  in the rolls o f  
Enrolled Subsidies1 m ade in the Exch equ er.

L A Y  S U B S I D I E S  A F T E R  1 3 3 4

T h ere  w ere m an y com plaints about corruption and extortion after the 
collection o f the subsidy o f 1 3 3 2 ,  and as a  result, it w as the last o f the old m ethod  
o f assessment. T h e  next subsidy was assessed b y  a new  m ethod, w hich, although  
it m a y  not h ave been intended to be perm anent at the time, becam e the 
standard for the next three hundred years or m ore. F ro m  1 3 3 4 ,  the G ro w n  
found it expedient and m ore efficient to cease to be concerned w ith  the w ealth  
o f individuals, and instead its officers negotiated w ith  local com m unities on a  
collective basis for a  paym en t from each tithing, ham let, borough or demesne, 
though im posing the condition that the assessed sums w ere to be at least those 
o f 1 3 3 2 .  T h e  local people in the district w ere left to apportion the sum  in a  
m anner that seemed equitable to them selves; so the assessment rolls o f  1 3 3 4  
an d after no longer h ave names o f  individuals, they are lists o f  p lace-nam es  
arranged w ithin the hundreds o f the county, and against each tithing, ham let, 
vill, borough and demesne a sum o f m oney is entered as its quota as agreed in  
1 3 3 4 . 2 B ut o f course the new  form o f these lists is still closely linked w ith  the 
rolls o f the last o f the old assessment, for the tithings, hamlets, boroughs an d  
demesnes o f the 1 3 3 2  lists provided the basic units for the negotiations in 1 3 3 4 , 3 
so the place-nam es found in 13 3 2  w ithin the hundreds are alm ost ex a ctly  the 
units o f taxation o f the next three hundred years, w ith  interesting results, since 
places w hich had p ractically disappeared b y  the 16th  centu ry w ere still at that 
time being used as such units.

T h e  1 3 3 4  schedules rem ained ve ry  little altered until subsidy levies en d ed in  
the seventeenth cen tu ry, and through this lon g p e r10d borou gh s an d  dem esnes 
continued to be assessed at a  tenth an d the ru ral areas at a  fifteenth, though  
sometimes Parliam ent granted more or less than the w hole— for instance, one  
and a h a lf fifteenths and tenths were gran ted in 13 8 0 , and a double fifteenth

1Beresford, op. cit., pp. 1 -2 .
2The 1334  return for Devon provides a typical exam ple, see C . L 'Estrange Ew en, Devon 

Taxation Returns in 1 3 3 4 , 19 3 9 .
3W . G . H oskins, ' T he W ealth o f M edieval D evon in  Devonshire Studies, 1952 , pp. 2 12  ff.
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and tenth in 140 4. O th er attem pts were also m ade to v a ry  the nature o f the 
subsidy, for as early as 1 3 3 8  there was an effort to collect in kind, at the rate 
o f a  stone o f w ool for tw o shillings o f tax. A n d  certainly the sums assessed 
w ere far from  invariable, they could be and were reduced from  time to time in 
cases o f  hardship and im poverishm ent. In  13 4 9  and after, following the 
effect o f the B lack D eath , m an y adjustments had to be m ade, and again in 
14 4 5  reductions o f  assessments w ere so w idespread following a  long per10d o f  
econom ic depression that they almost am ounted to a new  assessment.1 In  
this year the total reductions am ounted to £ 6 ,0 0 0  and in D evo n  they were  
a reduction o f about fifteen per cent o f the county total, though this does not 
indicate that the sam e percentage o f  reduction was allow ed uniform ly. Fo u r  
hundred and fifty-five places showed no reduction, and o f the 2 7 7  places w hich  
w ere allow ed low er assessments, the percentage varied greatly am ong them. 
U n fortu n ately it is rarely  possible to find out a n y inform ation about how  the 
quota for an ind ividual com m un ity was divided am on g its inhabitants. T h ere  
m ay  h ave been redistribution o f liability at intervals am on g them, or, w hich  
is most likely, the obligation to p a y  m ay have rem ained linked to individual 
tenements. Som e evidence does, however, exist; some assessment rolls for the 
borough o f Totnes in 14 4 9  an d  14 5 0  show larger num bers o f persons assessed 
for sm aller sums than ap p ear in the last o f the personal assessments in 1 3 3 2 . 2

T h e  utilization o f the 1 3 3 4  return as a basis had the long term  effect o f m ak in g  
la y  subsidies a stereotyped form  o f taxation. L o w ered  assessments granted  
to the w hole co u n try  w ere in gen eral m ain tain ed , as for exam p le the gen eral 
overall reductions in 14 4 5  a n d  again  in 14 8 9 – 90, but thereafter until the whole  
system o f P arliam en tary grants o f fifteenths and tenths cam e to an  end in 16 4 1 ,  
all such lay  subsidies brought in a general return from the whole cou ntry o f  
ab o u t £ 3 0 ,0 0 0 . F ro m  the fourteenth cen tu ry onw ard s, direct taxation  w as not 
increased b y  chan gin g the subsidies, but rather b y  the imposition o f new  taxes, 
o f w h ich  the outstanding innovation was the poll tax, first levied in 1 3 7 7  at the 
flat rate o f a  gro at a  head, though later graduated, w ith exemptions only for 
those under 14  years o f  age or those who w ere regular m endicants, so that it is 
in fact poll tax returns from  this date w hich are the best guide to population  
distribution statistics. Indeed it is obvious even in the per10d w hen individual 
nam es are entered into the assessment rolls, that lay  subsidy returns are not 
guides to actu al population distribution, since exemptions are so m an y and  
varied . N o r, since the 1 3 3 4  assessments w ere never in fact increased, do they  
ad equ ately indicate the developm ent o f some com m unities at the expense o f  
others. But certainly up to the per10d o f the depression occasioned b y  the 
B lack D eath  they p rovide an invaluable indication o f the distribution o f taxable  
w ealth  through the various En glish  counties and within the bounds o f each.

D E V O N  L A Y  S U B S I D I E S  O F  T H E  E A R L Y  14th  C E N T U R Y

Seventeen la y  subsidies w ere levied between 12 9 0  and 1 3 3 4 , 3 and D evon 's  
contribution to these w as a  fluctuating fraction o f the yield from  the whole  
country. T h e  fifteenth o f 12 9 0  raised the large sum o f about £ 1 1 7 , 0 0 0 ,  o f

1T h e 1445 assessment is discussed fu lly by Hoskins, ibid., pp. 228–33.
2See H . R . W atkin, Totnes Priory and Medieval Town, 19 14 , p p . 402– 3, for a Totnes assessment 

o f h a lf a  tenth and fifteenth in 1449.
3In  1290, 1294, 129 5, 1296, 129 7, 13 0 1 , 1306, 1307, 1309, 1 3 15 ,  13 16 , 13 19 , 1322 , 1327 , 

13 3 2 , 1334 . Beresford, op. cit., p . 1.
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w hich D evo n  contributed £ 1 , 8 3 9 ,  or rou gh ly a sixty-third p art o f the w h o le ,1 
and at this date 26  counties had higher assessments than D evon. T h e n  as 
subsidies becam e m ore frequent, the am ounts raised b y  each le vy  declined. 
T h e  sums raised from D evo n  in the early  p art o f the next century, u p  to the 
point at w hich the figures becam e standardised, can be given in round figures 
as follo w s:2

Devon Devon
Subsidy levy total assessment

Fifteenth o f 13 0 1 £ 6 5 7 £ 9 8 5 5
Tw en tieth  and thirteenth o f 130 6 £ 5 1 3 £ 1 3 5 2 0
Tw en tieth  and fifteenth o f 13 0 7 £ 5 1 6 £ 1 0 2 5 0
T w en ty-fifth  o f 130 9 £ 7 4 2 £ 1 8 5 5 0
Tw en tieth  and fifteenth o f 1 3 1 3 £ 8 9 2 £ 1 7 0 8 5
Tw en tieth  and fifteenth o f 1 3 1 5 £ 8 9 2 £ 1 7 1 9 5
Sixteenth and fifteenth o f 1 3 1 6 £ 8 7 9 £ 1 3 8 8 3
Eighteenth and twelfth o f 1 3 1 9 £ 1 0 1 7 £ 1 7 0 1 0
T en th  and sixth o f 13 2 2 £ 9 9 4 £ 8 9 0 8
Tw en tieth  o f 1 3 2 7 £ 5 8 7 £ 1 1 740
Fifteenth and tenth o f 1 3 3 2 £ 7 5 3 £ 1 0 3 6 5
Fifteenth and tenth o f 1 3 3 4 £ 9 5 4 £ 1 3 1 0 5

O ve r this per10d D evon 's contribution to the total levied from  the w hole  
country appreciably increased. In 1 3 0 1  D evo n 's paym en t w as about a  seventy- 
sixth part o f the whole total,3 but b y  1 3 3 4  it had gone up to about one-fortieth  
p art o f the total yield o f £ 3 7 ,0 0 0 , an d  D evo n  stood sixteenth am o n g the 
counties in contribution. In  this year N orfolk, w h ich  w as b y  far the richest 
o f all the English counties, paid £ 3 ,4 8 7 ,  and D evo n 's p aym en t is alm ost 
exactly equal to that o f the K esteven p art o f Lin colnshire.4 Sin ce D evo n  w as  
the largest county in area, as Yorkshire and Lincolnshire w ere each divided  
into their constituent parts for the assessment, this indicates a  v e ry  low  taxab le  
cap acity  for the county, w hich has been worked out as on ly 1 5  shillings per 
thousand acres in 1 3 3 4 , 5 less than one-fifth o f the assessment o f  such rich  
counties as Norfolk, O xfordshire and C am bridgeshire, and this o f  course w as  
correspondingly low er at the beginning o f  the century. U nless D evo n  w as  
ve ry  m uch under-assessed, w hich seems unlikely since the taxers w ere go vern ­
m ent servants, the com parative p o verty  o f the area indicates a  b ack w ard  
condition o f agriculture to a  surprising extent, though the v e ry  large area  o f  
agricultural waste represented b y  D artm oo r m ust to some extent m od ify the 
picture o f poverty in the rest o f D evon. It m ay perhaps be argu ed  that to set 
a figure against acreage m ay be m isleading since the la y  subsidy is not a  land  
tax, but the wealth, illustrated b y  their m ovables, o f  the people livin g on the 
land, is relevant to the valu e o f the lan d itself.

T h e  distribution o f w ealth w ithin the county, and the relative prosperity

1P R O  E 372 , 140, mm. 24-5 .
2County totals are listed by J .  F . W illard, English Historical Review, xxv iii ( 19 13 ) , 5 17 – 2 1 ,  

xx ix  ( 19 14), 3 17 – 2 1 , xxx  ( 19 15 ) , 69– 74, from  P R O  Enrolled Subsidy Accounts. Those for 
D evon are included in E 372 and E359 .

8P R O  E 372 , 152b , m. 27.
4Hoskins, op. cit., pp. 2 15 – 16.
5F . W . M organ, ' T he Dom esday G eography o f D evon  Trans. Devonshire Association, lxxii, 

1940, 320– 1.
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o f the places ju d g e d  as ' boroughs ' for the purpose o f the assessment, is best 
considered in relation to the tw o fullest assessment lists for D evon  surviving, 
those o f  1 3 3 2  an d  o f 1 3 2 7 ,  in relation also to the standardisation o f figures in 
1 3 3 4 .  A  tabulation o f the returns for these three separate years is given in 
A p p e n d ix  I I .  T h e  1 3 2 7  retu rn 1 is the only roll for D evon com parable in 
fullness w ith  that o f 1 3 3 2 ;  in fact it contains rather m ore individual nam es—  
ab o u t 1 1 ,3 9 0  as again st ab o u t 10 ,6 0 0 — bu t it is not so w ell preserved, so that 
u pw ard s o f  200 o f them  are lost or doubtful, and it also lacks the tithing and  
vill headings w h ich  are so valu ab le  a  feature o f the 1 3 3 2  return, so com parisons 
can on ly be m ad e on the hundred basis. T h is levy o f 1 3 2 7  w as a general 
twentieth gran ted b y  P arliam ent for funds to carry  on the w a r w ith Scotlan d, 
an d  the taxers for the cou nty w ere the sam e as those in 1 3 3 2 ,  n am ely Ja m e s  
de C ok yn gto n  and M atth e w  de G rauthorne, so, although the fraction levied  
differed, the conditions o f collection w ere similar. A  com parison between these 
tw o subsidies w ould seem to indicate a drop in yield. T h e  fifteenth and tenth 
o f 1 3 3 2  produced an overall total o f  £ 3 3 , 1 9 2 ,  that is, about one-third m ore  
than the twentieth o f  five years earlier, and a num ber o f counties paid corres­
p ondin gly m ore, bu t D evo n  w as not am ong them, for the twentieth o f  1 3 2 7  
produ ced £ 5 8 7 ,  so that in 1 3 3 2  a  fifteenth and tenth w ould surely be expected  
to produ ce m ore than the £ 7 5 3  actually paid from  the county. A  reason for 
this m a y  in p art at least be found in the reduction in the num ber o f persons 
a ctu ally  listed, bu t this is not enough to be m ore than a partial explanation, 
and is less explicable in relation to the fact that there w as an increased num ber 
o f paym en ts at the higher rate o f  tenths from boroughs and demesnes; w hich  
in turn is p artly  to be accounted for by the treatm ent o f O ttery St. M a r y  and  
Sou th  T a w to n , both counted as hundreds in 1 3 2 7  but accounted ancient 
dem esne in 1 3 3 2 .

T h e re  are a  few other notable differences in the schedules o f 1 3 2 7  and 1 3 3 2 .  
T h e re  w as a decrease in the paym ents for Exm inster hundred, and an increase 
in those for N o rth  T a w to n  and Coleridge, and, turning to boroughs, the return  
from  D odbrook fell, and N e w p o rt disappeared as a borough in 1 3 3 2 .  In  
com parison, the 1 3 3 4  figures w ere o f  course negotiated and based on the 1 3 3 2  
returns as a  m inim um , so, as m ight be expected, every paym en t w hether from  
hun dred or borough (except the borough o f Bradninch) w as increased, and the 
total return o f fifteenths and tenths show an overall increase o f  £ 2 0 1  over the 
1 3 3 2  figure.

Exemptions

W h e n  considering the total sums raised in D evon  for lay  subsidies, it m ust be  
rem em bered that they w ere in practice reduced b y  the exem ptions from  
taxation  o f the tin miners o f  the Stannaries. O th er special exem ptions o f  
ind ividuals from  time to tim e there m ay h ave been, but this w as the only  
gro u p  o f  persons w ith  a general exem ption, as b y  a charter o f  1 3 0 5 2 they  
w ere released from  all taxation as long as they continued to operate the mines, 
a n d  w e re  sim ilarly  exem p t from  all ju risd ictio n , savin g in m atters relatin g to 
lan d, life and lim b, except that o f  the stann ary courts. T h ere  w ere four 
stan n ary areas in D evon , nam ely C h agford , Tavistock, Ashburton and P lym p -

1P R O  E 1 79, 9 5/6.
2G . R . Lew is, The Stannaries:  A Study o f the English Tin Miner, Boston, 1908, pp. 2 39 -4 1.
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ton, and, d raw in g tw enty-five ju rats from  each o f these areas, courts w ere  
held at C rockern T o r  on D artm oor.

These exemptions from  the lay  subsidy are not in fact reflected in the 
rolls o f assessment, for taxers included their nam es in the ordin ary w a y  on the 
rolls, but delivered to the T reasu ry  a schedule containing the nam es o f  the 
exem pt persons and their assessments, to be deducted from  the totals shown on  
the rolls. T h e  first taxation affected b y  the charter w as the levy o f  130 6 ,  
and the tin miners were at first assessed in error, at £ 2 5  16s 6 ¾d, but the assessors 
w ithd rew  the charges and w ere allowed the sum  on their account. A  sim ilar 
difficulty occurred in 1 3 1 5 ,  w hen the assessors asked for an allow ance o f  
£ 7 8  1 I s 1 ½ d, charged against the stan n ary m en, w h ich  they had been ordered  
b y  w rit not to collect, and after this there appears to h ave been no difficulty  
for some tim e.1 In  consequence the am ounts o f  m oney involved before 1 3 3 4  
have to be inferred from slightly later docum ents. O n e o f the tw o levies o f  
1 3 3 6  show the m ovables o f the stannary m en as assessed at about £ 4 6 ,  and in  
the three following years the assessments o f about four hundred and fifty tin  
miners w ere respectively £ 5 4  3s, £ 5 5  4d , and £ 4 4  1 5s 4 d .2

Illustration o f the difficulties inherent in such a system is provided b y  the 
disputes about the stannary m en betw een 1 3 3 7  an d  1 3 4 5 .  T h e  arrangem ents  
seem to h ave w orked sm oothly up to 1 3 3 7 ,  accord in g to the testim ony o f  the 
tin-miners themselves, but com plaints from  the E x ch eq u er o f  lack o f  diligence  
in the collection o f the 1 3 3 6  subsidy resulted in the arrest o f  M a tth e w  de 
C rauthorne, w ho w as once again one o f the ch ief taxers. H e claim ed that his 
difficulty in collecting full totals w as because certain persons h ad  fraudu len tly  
m ad e themselves tinners,3 and the miners themselves in reply com plained o f  
levies con trary to their charter, and w en t on strike in consequence.4 T h e  king  
ordered an inquisition b y  the sheriff o f  D evon , but not until 1 3 4 5 /6 is there a  
record that the m atter w as resolved, but then b y  an inquisition held at E x e te r  
all the four hundred and fifty alleged false tinners except six (nam ed as Stephen  
de T au to n , R o g e r Tautefer, H en ry  M an n in g , Jo h n  D au m arle, W illia m  
Stevene and R o b ert Drieu) were found  veros stannatores and acco rd in gly  a  
refund o f their contributions was gran ted to th em .5 T h is m atter shows the 
weaknesses o f the m ethod o f collection, for it w as extrem ely difficult for the  
assessors to establish w ho w ere in fact entitled to exem ption, p articu larly  since 
tin miners tended to be people who m oved from  one place to another, so that 
a general and unspecific exem ption m ust h ave added considerably to their 
labours.

T H E  M A N U S C R I P T

T h e  im portance o f the lay  subsidy assessments o f  1 3 3 2  as being the last to 
contain the roll o f taxpayers' names and as providin g the basis for negotiating  
the new  system o f assessment o f 1 3 3 4  has alread y been indicated. T h e  subsidy  
itself w as o f a  fifteenth and tenth gran ted b y  Parliam ent at W estm inster on  
9 Septem ber 1 3 3 2  to provide funds for 'great and arduous affairs in Irelan d  
and elsewhere'. T h e  w rit dated 16  Septem ber recites this gran t, dem an d in g

1W illa rd , Parl . Taxes, pp. 1 18 – 19.
2P R O  E 17 9  9 5/12, mm. 9d, 12d, and 9 5/15  m. 1 od.
3Cal. Close Rolls, 1 3 3 7 –9, pp. 196–7.
4Ibid., p. 585.
5P R O  E 17 9 , 9 5/12  m. 12 .
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the discharge o f  one m oiety on the m orrow o f the Purification o f the Blessed 
V irg in  (3 F e b ru a ry  1 3 3 2 / 3 )  an d the other on the m orrow  o f H o ly  T rin ity  (3 1  
M a y  1 3 3 3 )  next follow ing,1 appointing the d a y  for the assessment as M ich ael­
m as (29 Septem ber 1 3 3 2 ) .  T h e  chief taxers appointed for the cou n ty o f  
D evo n  w ere Ja m e s  de G okyngton an d  M atth ew  de Grauthorne, w ho w ere both  
em ployed on several other occasions on such duties. T h e  D evon roll o f assess­
m ent (P R O  E 1 79 9 5 /7 )  consists o f twenty-seven parchm ent m em branes each  
about thirty inches long b y  nine to ten inches w ide, and each w ith  five or six 
indentations on the right hand side, sewn together at the foot. T h e  roll is in 
a good state o f  preservation, being a  little dam aged on ly at the head o f  m. 13 ,  
w ith consequent illegibility o f  a  few  names on the front an d  dorse o f  that 
m em brane, and there is some staining at the foot o f  a few  m em branes, notably  
m . 16 . T h e  m em branes are ruled into two columns and the nam es entered in 
this arran gem en t; as the clerk finished the face o f  a  skin he turned and con­
tinued on the dorse, so the w hole roll continues through consecutively. 
M em bran es 1– 22  contain all the assessments o f  fifteenths, that is, they proceed  
through all the hundreds o f  the county, w ith the exception o f a short section 
w ithin the hundred o f Braun ton w h ich  is m arked o ff as bein g tenths paid from  
the ancient demesne o f Braunton. T h e  assessments o f tenths, that is, from  the 
city  o f Exeter, the boroughs and the ancient demesnes, com plete the roll from  
m. 2 3  to the end on m . 2 7 , though M o d b u ry  appears to h ave been om itted in 
error from  its place am on g the boroughs and added on the last m em brane as 
an afterthought after the demesnes and after one attem pt had been m ade to 
m ake up a total o f tenths. T h o u g h  the whole roll is stitched up as one, the 
section o f tenths is treated as a com pletely separate portion, and m. 2 3  begins 
w ith a note primus rotulus R ' de civitatis et burgis.

T h e  roll appears to be the w ork o f  one clerk throughout, only the marginalia 
are in m arked ly different hands added later, as are also the final additions 
at the end o f the roll recordin g its receipt into the Exch equ er. It is im portant 
for the correct interpretation o f the entries to determ ine the m ethod o f this 
clerk in w ritin g his colum ns o f nam es. It is evident from  numerous indications 
that the nam es w ere not w ritten dow n the m em branes colum n b y  colum n but 
w ritten directly across the roll in pairs. O ne exam ple2 out o f  m an y showing  
this m a y  be quoted: under S . T a w to n  demesne, two o f the names readin g across 
the m em brane are W illia m  atte T h o rn e and W alter Benet, and the next entry  
in the left hand colum n reads W illiam  servant o f the sam e W alter, so the 
sequence is clear. A t  least one m a y  say that the original com piler o f  the roll 
proceeded in this m anner, and even though the existing roll m a y  be a  fair copy  
m ad e to present to the Exch eq u er, the clerk o f  this followed his predecessor in  
arran gem ent, as is indicated b y  the occasional insertion o f an om itted whole  
line across both colum ns. U nless this m ethod o f copyin g is established, it 
is not possible to interpret the recurring phrase  de eadem correctly, w hich, to 
save repetition, is often used for the nam e o f the second, and sometimes also the 
third, person in sequence from  the same place. W h en  in the left hand colum n, 
de eadem therefore refers to the p lace mentioned in the right hand colum n o f  
the line above, and w h en  in the right hand colum n it refers to the place nam e  
im m ediately to its left. In  editing the text the correct m eaning o f  de eadem is 
suggested throughout in square brackets.

1Foedera, ed. R ym er etc., 1827 , ii, ii, 84 5; Rot. Parl ., ii, 447.
2See p. 1 2 1 .
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T h e  m ain divisions o f the roll into hundreds, the city, boroughs, a n d  ancient 
demesnes are shown throughout in bold clear headings w ritten in b y  the clerk  
as the roll w as copied in the sam e h an d  as the bo d y o f  the text. B u t the head­
ings and tithings and vills are quite another m atter, since they w ere inserted  
later as rough notes in a h ighly abb reviated  m an ner in m inutely cram ped  
spaces, sometimes incom pletely and n early alw ays pro vin g v e ry  difficult to 
decipher correctly. T h e y  are cram m ed into either the left hand m argin , the 
right hand m argin or the central m argin between the two colum ns, so that it is 
often far from easy to determ ine where each tithing begins and ends. So m e­
times the person most highly assessed in a tithing heads the list, bu t this practice  
is not sufficiently consistently followed for it to be taken as a  reliable guide to 
the beginning o f a tithing list, and although some groupings o f  nam es seem to 
be obviously incorrect these must be accepted as errors o f  the clerk m aking the 
insertions. In  transcribing the text the practice has been consistently followed  
o f assum ing that a tithing begins with the nam e next im m ediately follow ing the 
tithing heading, since this is clearly the basic system followed b y  the clerk  
adding the headings, and the roll has been printed to indicate this, so that the 
names on the printed page rem ain in pairs in the tw o colum ns exactly  as in  
the original. N o  tithing headings w ere inserted at all in the hundreds o f  
Crediton, W est Budleigh, Colyton, A x m o u th  or T avisto ck, and only one in  
South M olton, w hich adds to the general impression that these insertions w ere  
an afterthought so that some hundreds w ere carelessly om itted. A s  has a lread y  
been m entioned, the 1 3 3 2  assessment w as m ad e under v e ry  sim ilar tithing  
groupings as that o f 1 3 3 4 ,  so the 1 3 3 4  list has proved ve ry  useful as a  gu ide to 
the reading o f some o f the semi-illegible entries, but definite identification  
has never been m ade w ithout good evidence o f the nam e form  on the 1 3 3 2  roll, 
though the suggested indentification o f some quite illegible tithing headings has 
been based on the 1 3 3 4  headings taken in conjunction w ith  the localities o f the 
names themselves. In  1 3 3 4  there w ere in  all 682  headings under w h ich  the 
assessment w as listed— one city (Exeter), 19  boroughs, 1 1  ancient demesnes, 
50 2  tithings, 4 9  hamlets, 10  manors, one parish, four vills and five groups o f  
tenants,1 but the deficiencies o f the 1 3 3 2  roll are such that it is not possible to 
hazard a com parable estimate. Alth ou gh  in some counties the term  'b o ro u g h ' 
m ight have been used rather loosely for the purpose o f  subsidy rating, m erely  
m eaning places w ith a sufficient num ber o f craftsm en and tradesm en to 
qualify for a  higher rate o f tax, in D evon  even the obscurer o f  the places un der  
the heading o f boroughs had been reputed to be so before this date an d  at least 
had a  m arket or some record o f tenements held in free b u rg a g e .2 I t  m ay ,  
how ever, be noted that K e n to n  is here accounted a m an or in ancient dem esne, 
though it had been taxed as a  borough in 1 3 1 3 , 3 and N ew p o rt h ad  been taxed  
as a  borough in 1 3 2 7 ,  but in 1 3 3 2  m a y  be assum ed to be included in the 
hundred o f South M olto n .4 N ew port, near Barnstaple, provides an illu stra­
tion o f the fact that the location o f some o f the tithings w ithin the hundreds  
are unexpected, w hich makes it apparent that some revision o f  the accep ted  
hundred boundaries at this per10d w ould be justified. N o r are the hundreds

1Ewen, op. cit., p . 2.
2See H . P. R . Finberg, ' T he Boroughs of D evon  Devon and Cornwall Notes and Queries, xx iv , 

19 5 1, 203–9.
3J .  F . W illard in  Historical Essays in Honour o f Jam es Tait, 19 33 , p p . 422, 4 3 1 .
4O nly one tithing heading is given under S. M olton hundred in 133 2 , but in 13 3 4  Neuport is 

included in this hundred.
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in variab ly  so classified, at least for taxation purposes, for it has alread y been  
m entioned that O tte ry  St. M a r y  and South T a w to n  were not treated as hundred  
in 1 3 3 2 ,  an d  at the sam e tim e W est Budleigh em erged for the first tim e as a  
separate hundred instead o f being included as p art o f  East Budleigh h un dred .1

T h e re  are about nine thousand taxpayers assessed for fifteenths, the rem aining  
tw o an d a h a lf  thousand or thereabouts are assessed at tenths within the 
boroughs and demesnes. T h e  total o f individual taxpayers must, however, be 
red uced b y  exem ptions noted in the m argins as excused b y  royal w rit (per 
breve entered b y  the nam es, usually o f clerics) and b y  the fact that a  num ber o f  
persons ap p ear to h ave been assessed in m ore than one place. F o r instance, 
the nam e o f H u g h  de G ou rten ay appears seventeen times, though it m a y  well 
refer to at least tw o distinct people but the eight references to A lice  de M oelis 
are v e ry  p ro b ab ly to only one individual. M oreover, the total is not entirely  
o f la y  persons, for some clergy w ere assessed on their tem poral m ovables, and  
indeed the nam e o f Jo h n  de Grandisson, bishop o f Exeter, is the opening entry  
for the w hole roll, distinguished b y  the fact that this entry is placed in the 
hun dred o f H a y to r but not set under a p articu lar tithing heading. A p a rt,  
how ever, from  the consideration o f  personal individuals, the ve ry  considerable 
collection o f D evo n  personal nam es entered in the assessment provides a  good  
deal o f  d ata  for study o f both place- and personal-nam e elements. N um erou s  
trade an d  professional descriptions are given, the m ajority o f them  in English, 
though some are given  in L a tin . A s can be appreciated in relation to so 
extensive a list, difficulties o f  correct translation necessarily face the editor in 
deciphering some unfam iliar nam es, or indeed some fam iliar ones w hich are  
am biguous and can  be read in m ore than one w a y. A ll names derived from  
w est-co u n try places h ave been carefully com pared w ith  known place-nam e  
forms to determ ine their reading, but the reader must be w arn ed that the c/t 
an d  u /n  confusions m a y  h ave resulted in an occasional m isreading w hen a  
nam e appears only once in the w hole docum ent so that there is no basis for 
com parison. T h ese h ave been noted as queries b y  the editor.

It  has a lread y been pointed out that the inevitable question o f w h at p ropor­
tion o f  the p o pu latio n  is represented in the subsidy assessment is im possible to 
an sw er, since the n u m b er o f  persons w ith  special exem ptions or not possessing 
en o u gh  ta x a b le  p ro p e rty  to q u a lify  for p aym en t can n ot be determ ined. B u t it 
m ust be rem em bered  that the people u n taxed  w ere not necessarily b y  a n y  
m ean s p au p ers m erely  because their m ovables did  not fall into the specific  
categories defined b y  the term s o f the tax, an d  it is a  reasonable assum ption  
th at the u n taxed  w ere  a  fa irly  large  proportion o f the popu lation , though w h a t  
p ro p o rtio n  it is not safe to guess. In  the case o f  the 1 3 3 2  subsidy, since there  
w e re  m a n y  com plain ts abo u t the unfairness o f  the 1 3 3 2  assessment an d  collec­
tion, there is also the possible suspicion that for one reason or an oth er some 
persons w h o  ou gh t to h ave  been taxed  escaped the subsidy— though in fairness 
it should be said th at the com plain ts w ere m ain ly  con cerning over-assessm ent 
a n d  con cealm en t o f  collections rather than the escaping o f the tax  b y  neigh­
bours. A s  m u ch  d a ta  for m ak in g com parisons or p ro vid in g back gro u n d  in ­
form atio n  ab o u t the p o pu latio n  is v e ry  h ard  to find, it is perhaps w o rth  m ak in g  
a  ten tative check on a  sm all g ro u p  o f  nam es in the D e v o n  roll concerning w hich  
there is some other in fo rm atio n  to be discovered. T h e r e  are 5 3  nam es assessed

1P N D  p. 4 14 . See A ppendix I , p . 129 .
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for the bo rou gh  o f T o tn es in 1 3 3 2 , 1 an d  it happen s that the archives o f  that 
borou gh  con tain  m erch an t gild rolls for the years 1 3 0 1 –2 2 , 1 3 3 1 ,  1 3 3 3  and  
1 3 3 4 . 2 W ith in  this span o f dates all bu t fou r o f  the 5 3  nam es a p p e a r in the gild  
rolls, m ost o f them  either as entrants to the gild  or stan d in g as su rety for 
entrants in the m atter o f  their fees an d  good rep u te as m erchan ts. O f  the four  
w h o  do not— Jo h n  R u le , W illia m  Jo h a n , So rin a  B astard  an d  A g a th a  R o n d e l  
— all h ave surnam es w h ich  freq u en tly a p p e a r in  the records, an d  m a y  be 
assum ed to h ave  p ro b a b ly  m ad e en try d u rin g the p e r10d 1 3 2 3 - 3 0  for w h ic h  
there is a  g a p  in  the records. A s  m igh t be expected, some o f  the persons asses­
sed held high  office from  tim e to tim e in  T o tn e s: N ich o las T o u (n )m a n  w as  
p rovost in 1 3 3 2 ,  H e n ry  de A lb o rn e  in 1 3 3 3 ,  Step h en  Strete in 1 3 3 1 ;  m a n y  
w ere stew ards or w ard en s o f  the gild— W illia m  M o u n e r in 1 3 3 1 ,  Jo h n  de Esse  
in 1 3 1 9 ,  J o h n  de H odd esdon  in 1 3 1 9  an d  1 3 2 0 ,  R o b e rt L a v e ra n s  in  13 2 0 ,  
W illia m  o f C obeton in 1 3 2 1 ,  G eo ffrey S co teveale  in  1 3 2 2 ,  1 3 1 3 ,  1 3 3 4 ,  1 3 4 2 ,  
an d  la te r.3 T h is  is quite sufficient corro b o ratio n  that the assessed persons 
w ere all or n early  all m em bers o f T o tn es m erch an t gild, bu t w h a t is p erh ap s  
m ore sign ificant is the question o f the persons w h o  m igh t h ave  been exp ected  
to ap p e a r in the assessment but w h o  do not— w h at, for instan ce, o f  Jo h n  
G ilb e rt (or G ilb e rd ), w ard e n  o f the gild  in 1 3 3 3  an d  1 3 3 4  an d  rep eated ly  a  
surety for gild entrants ? T o  take a v e ry  lim ited exam p le indeed, an d  con sider 
only those persons actin g as sureties for gild  entrants in 1 3 3 1  an d  1 3 3 3 –4, none  
o f w h o m  w ere n ew  entrants at that tim e an d  all o f  w h o m  m igh t be held to be  
o f som e substance since some am on g them  freq u en tly  stood surety for several 
entrants at a  tim e, the follow ing nam es m a y  be found, none o f  them  in the  
1 3 3 2  assessm ent: T h o m a s o f C ob eto n  (he h ad  been gild  stew ard  in  1 3 3 1 ) ,  

J o h n  M a y o n , R ic h a rd  T o k er, W a lte r  K in g  potter, Step h en  F rie , T h o m a s  
B aro u n , N ich o las K y n d , W illia m  A ttw o o d , A d a m  de L a n g h e tre , J o h n  
A tte w ille w e ye , Jo h n  A ttelak , W illia m  C o ly n , J o h n  Pers, J o h n  J o n ,  R ic h a r d  
R u g g , M ich a e l Soz, V in c e n t D ate, B en ed ict B eria, J o h n  W y m u n d , S tep h en  
M o ry n g , an d  M a rtin  Pokoc. It m a y  be arg u e d  th at som e o f  these w ere  
assessed in  other places, for there are exam ples o f  entrants to T o tn e s gild  
w ho w ere said to be o f places other than T o tn es; and some m a y  w ell h ave been  
quite substantial citizens whose goods w ere not specifically taxable. B u t can  
these explanations be true o f all these persons ? Su rely  not all o f  th em .4 
T h is  is obviously not a large enough sam ple from  w h ich  to d raw  a n y  conclus­
ions, nor m a y  the Totnes conditions o f  life be at all typical— no one w o u ld  
claim  that fifty or so out o f more th an  10 ,000 nam es could constitute a  fair  
exam ple, bu t it is stressed that it is only discussed here to indicate that w h ere it 
is possible to m ake some sort o f com parison, omissions m a y  becom e ap p are n t  
for one reason or another.

In  conclusion, som ething must be said about the totals in  the assessment roll. 
A s in  most m edieval accounts, the arithm etic displayed is far from  flawless, 
and a  nu m ber o f the totals o f  individual hundreds, boroughs or demesnes are  
a little inaccurate. N o  instance has been noted, how ever, o f  a  total bein g  
m ore than slightly incorrect, the errors are chiefly o f  a  few  pence an d  bu t ra re ly

1See p . I I I .
2W atkin, op. cit., pp. 194– 2 5 1.
3Ibid., p p . 925–30.
4Hoskins, op cit., p . 126 , estimates the num ber o f burgesses in 133 4  as about three hundred 

and fifty.
b


