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FOREWORD KEITH RICHARDS


JIM MARSHALL SAID IT ALL: IT’S A MATTER OF ACCESS. ONCE JIM WAS IN, HE WAS ANOTHER STONE. HE CAUGHT US WITH OUR TROUSERS DOWN AND GOT THE UPS AND DOWNS. I LOVE HIS WORK, WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN FRUSTRATING TO DO AT TIMES, BUT THAT IS WHAT HAPPENS ON GIGS LIKE THIS. WONDERFUL WORK, AND A GREAT GUY. HE HAD A WAY WITH THE SHUTTER AND AN AMAZING WAY WITH THE EYE!

—DECEMBER, 2011


[image: image]
Keith Richards backstage.
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Mick Jagger at a publicity photo shoot, spring 1972, Los Angeles, California.






INTRODUCTION JOEL SELVIN


Summer, 1972—with the Beatles disintegrated and Bob Dylan semi-retired, the Rolling Stones stood, unchallenged, at the peak of the rock music world. Upstarts such as Led Zeppelin may have seized the day momentarily—“Stairway to Heaven” was ubiquitous that spring as the recently released Led Zeppelin IV settled into a five-year run on the charts—but the Stones still reigned supreme, exalted above all other rock stars. They had just released a two-record set in May, Exile on Main Street, that followed in the wake of three of the greatest rock albums ever—Beggar’s Banquet (1968), Let It Bleed (1969), and Sticky Fingers (1971).

The Rolling Stones’ cocaine- and tequila sunset–fueled 1972 tour would be rock’s most glittering moment, with its four-million-dollar box office bigger than any before, and hangers-on the likes of best-selling author Truman Capote and Princess Lee Radziwill. The band’s touring party on the private jet included its own doctor, trained in emergency medicine and always ready to write prescriptions, as well as photographer Robert Frank, who captured the mayhem on his Super 8 home movie cameras, edited into a never-released (but widely seen) feature film, Cocksucker Blues. There was Mick Jagger, ready for his close-up, and wasted Keith Richards, wearing a jacket with a Coke emblem and slouching under a sign reading “Patience Please … A Drug Free America Comes First!” for photographer Ethan Russell. Annie Leibovitz, writer Robert Greenfield, and others, including Jim Marshall, joined the tour at various stages. They dubbed themselves “STP”—Stones Touring Party—and adopted the stickers from the automotive oil additive with the same acronym, with its double meaning as slang for a popular hallucinogenic drug in the psychedelic underground. They were like a pirate crew where everyone had drunk more than their share of grog. This was rock and roll at its greatest.
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Mick Jagger at Sunset Sound, spring 1972, Los Angeles, California.
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Jagger with Chris O’Dell, production assistant for the 1972 tour.
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