

[image: Front Cover]




[image: Full Page Sampler]





[image: button]







Contents


Plan Your Trip


Welcome to Amsterdam

Top Sights

Eating

Drinking & Nightlife

Shopping

Museums & Galleries

Entertainment

Canals

Cycling

For Free

Tours

For Kids

LGBTQ+

Four Perfect Days

Need to Know

Amsterdam Neighbourhoods





Explore Amsterdam


Medieval Centre & Red Light District

Jordaan & the Western Canal Ring

Southern Canal Ring

Vondelpark & the South

De Pijp

Oosterpark & East of the Amstel

Nieuwmarkt, Plantage & the Eastern Islands

Amsterdam Noord





Worth a Trip


Amsterdam’s Splashiest Canals

Westerpark & Western Islands





Survival Guide


Survival Guide

Before You Go

Arriving in Amsterdam

Getting Around

Essential Information

Language

Behind the Scenes

Our Writers









Welcome to Amsterdam


Amsterdam showcases its Dutch heritage in its charming canal architecture, museums filled with works by Old Masters, jenever (Dutch gin) tasting houses and candle-lit bruin cafés (traditional Dutch pubs). Yet this free-spirited city is also a multinational melting pot with an incredible diversity of cultures and cuisines, along with some of Europe’s hottest nightlife venues, in a compact, village-like setting.
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Amsterdam Top Sights




Rijksmuseum

World-class art museum.
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Amsterdam Top Sights

Van Gogh Museum

World’s greatest Van Gogh collection.
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Amsterdam Top Sights

Anne Frank Huis

Amsterdam’s most poignant history lesson.
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Amsterdam Top Sights

Museum het Rembrandthuis

Rembrandt’s former house and studio.
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Amsterdam Top Sights

Begijnhof

Historical central Amsterdam courtyard.
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Amsterdam Top Sights

Vondelpark

Amsterdam’s best-loved, chilled-out park.
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Amsterdam Top Sights

Royal Palace (Koninklijk Paleis)

History infuses Amsterdam’s resplendent palace.
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Amsterdam Top Sights

Tropenmuseum

Fascinating global artefacts, creatively presented.
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Eating



Amsterdam’s sizzling-hot foodie scene boasts a vast array of eating options, such as classic Dutch snacks; reinvented traditional recipes; on-trend establishments pioneering world-first concepts; a wave of new, ultra-healthy eateries, often vegetarian or vegan; and an increasing focus on wine, cocktail and craft-beer pairings.
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Dutch Cuisine

Traditional Dutch cuisine revolves around meat, potatoes and vegetables. Typical dishes include stamppot (mashed pot) – potatoes mashed with another vegetable (usually kale or endive) and served with smoked sausage and strips of bacon.

Fresh winds are blowing through the Dutch traditional kitchen, breathing new life into centuries-old recipes by giving them a contemporary twist.




Current Trends

Concept restaurants, such as an all-avocado restaurant, are popping up all over the city. Other current trends include gourmet street food (poké bowls, ramen, tacos…) as well as all-day brunch. Foodhallen, in the De Hallen tram depot-turned-cultural complex, has a host of eateries under one roof, and is a fantastic place to take the city’s dining temperature.




Best Traditional Dutch

Bistro Bij Ons Honest-to-goodness Dutch classics.

Pantry A gezellig (cosy, convivial) atmosphere and classic Dutch fare.

Van Dobben Meaty goodness diner-style.




Best Contemporary Dutch

Gebr Hartering In a seductive canal-side location, the menu changes daily, but is unfailingly delicious.

Greetje Contemporary Dutch cooking rooted in forgotten Dutch recipes.


De Silveren Spiegel Refined Dutch cuisine in a romantic step-gabled townhouse.

Graham’s Kitchen Ingredients at this local secret are sourced from the Amsterdam area.




Best Vegan

Bonboon Elevated vegan cuisine and a terrace overlooking the water.

Alchemist Garden Vegan heaven, serving delicious gluten- and lactose-free dishes.

Mr & Mrs Watson Vegan comfort food including a vegan fondue.

Vegan Junk Food Bar Plant-based burgers, Dutch bitterballen (croquettes; pictured) and more.




Best Budget

Vleminckx To slather your golden potatoes in mayonnaise, curry or one of the myriad other sauces?

Braai BBQ Bar Street-food-style hotspot barbecuing tangy ribs.

Gartine Slow Food sandwiches and a dazzling high tea hide in the Medieval Centre.




Best Bakeries

Patisserie Holtkamp You’re in good company, as the gilded royal coat of arms outside attests.

Baking Lab A communal oven, baking classes and heavenly breads.




Eating: Top Tips

ABook ahead at places in the middle and upper price brackets. Nearly everyone speaks English. Many places offer online booking options.

AMany restaurants don’t accept credit cards. Or if they do, there’s often a 5% surcharge. Conversely, an increasing number of places accept cards only. Check first.







Drinking & Nightlife



Amsterdam is one of the world’s wildest nightlife cities. Beyond the Red Light District, Leidseplein and Rembrandtplein, the clubbing scene has expanded thanks to 24-hour-licensed venues. Yet you can easily avoid the hardcore party scene: Amsterdam remains a café (pub) society where the pursuit of pleasure focuses on cosiness and charm.
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Cafés

Amsterdam is famed for its historic bruin cafés (brown cafes; traditional Dutch pubs). The name comes from the nicotine stains from centuries of use (although recent aspirants slap on brown paint to catch up). Most importantly, the city’s brown cafes provide an atmosphere conducive to conversation – and the nirvana of gezelligheid (conviviality, cosiness).




Clubbing

Amsterdam is banging on Berlin’s door to claim the mantle of Europe’s clubbing capital. The electronic music extravaganza Amsterdam Dance Event (ADE; www.amsterdam-dance-event.nl; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Oct) is a fixture on the city’s calendar, and from 2012 Amsterdam has appointed a nachtburgemeester (night mayor), representing and encouraging the city’s nightlife and economy (the first city in the world to do so).

Inner-city clubs are integrating into the social fabric, and epic venues (including some with 24-hour licences) are occupying repurposed buildings outside the city centre (accessible by public transport) to avoid noise. In addition to club nights, they mount multi-genre art exhibitions, markets and other diverse cultural offerings.




Best Brown Cafes

In ‘t Aepjen Candles burn all day long in the time-warped, 500-year-old house.

Hoppe An icon of drinking history beloved by journalists, bums and raconteurs.

De Sluyswacht Swig in the lock-keeper’s quarters across from Rembrandt’s house.





Best Breweries

Brouwerij ‘t IJ Wonderful independent brewery at the foot of the De Gooyer windmill.

Brouwerij Troost Sip frothy house-made suds.

Brouwerij De Prael Socially minded brewery that makes strong organic beers.

Oedipus Brewery & Tap Room Brilliant brewery in Amsterdam Noord.




Best Cocktail Bars

Rosalia’s Menagerie Dutch heritage–themed cocktails in vintage surrounds.

Tales & Spirits House infusions and vintage glasses.

Canvas Edgy, artsy bar with great views atop the former Volkskrant newspaper building, now a flash hotel.

Door 74 Speakeasy-style bar mixing some of Amsterdam’s wildest cocktails.




Best Coffee

Lot Sixty One Red-hot Amsterdam roastery.

Scandinavian Embassy Coffee sourced from Scandinavian micro-roasteries.




Drinking & Nightlife: Top Tips

ACafé means pub; a coffeeshop is where one gets marijuana.

AEen bier, een pils or een vaasje is a normal-sized glass of beer; een kleintje pils is a small glass.

AA koffie is black; koffie verkeerd (coffee ‘wrong’) is made with milk, similar to a caffe latte.







Shopping



During the Golden Age, Amsterdam was the world’s warehouse, stuffed with riches from the far corners of the earth. The capital’s cupboards are still stocked with all kinds of exotica (just look at that red-light gear!), as well as antiques, but you’ll also find cutting-edge Dutch fashion and design.
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Specialities & Souvenirs

Dutch fashion is all about cool, practical designs that don’t get caught in bike spokes. Dutch-designed homewares bring a stylish touch to everyday objects. Antiques, art and vintage goodies also rank high on the local list. Popular gifts include tulip bulbs, Gouda cheese and bottles of jenever (Dutch gin). Blue-and-white Delft pottery is a widely available quality souvenir. And, of course, clogs, bongs and pot-leaf-logo T-shirts are in great supply.




Shopping Streets

The busiest shopping streets are Kalverstraat by the Dam and Leidsestraat, which leads into Leidseplein. Both are lined with department stores, such as Dutch retailers Hema and De Bijenkorf. The Old South’s PC Hooftstraat lines up Chanel, Diesel, Gucci and other fancy fashion brands.




Boutiques & Antiques

At the top of the Jordaan, Haarlemmerstraat and Haarlemmerdijk are lined with hip boutiques and food shops. Just to the south, the Negen Straatjes (Nine Streets) offers a satisfying browse among offbeat, pint-sized shops.

Antique and art buffs should head for the Southern Canal Ring’s Spiegel Quarter, along Spiegelgracht and Nieuwe Spiegelstraat.




Best Markets

Albert Cuypmarkt Vibrant street market spilling over with food, fashion and bargain finds.

Waterlooplein Flea Market Piles of curios for treasure hunters.

Noordermarkt It’s morning bliss trawling for organic foods and vintage clothes.





Best Dutch Design

Hôtel Droog The famed collective is known for sly, playful, repurposed and reinvented homewares.

Frozen Fountain Amsterdam’s best-known showcase of Dutch-designed furniture and homewares.

Hutspot Funky store giving emerging designers an opportunity to sell their work.

X Bank Dazzling displays change monthly.




Best Fashion

VLVT Up-and-coming Dutch-designed women’s fashion on chic Cornelis Schuytstraat.

Locals Locally designed fashion and accessories for men and women.

Vanilia Dutch label making limited-edition women’s wear.




Best Souvenirs

Bloemenmarkt Bulbs, bulbs and more bulbs fill Amsterdam’s ‘floating’ flower market.

Mark Raven Grafiek Artsy, beyond-the-norm T-shirts and prints of the city.

Museum Shop at the Museumplein The one-stop shop for all your Rembrandt, Vermeer and Van Gogh items.




Shopping: Top Tips

ADepartment stores and large shops generally open seven days; some smaller shops close on Sunday and/or Monday.

AMany shops stay open to 9pm Thursdays.

AUseful words to know: kassa (cashier), korting (discount) and uitverkoop (clearance sale).







Museums & Galleries



Amsterdam’s world-class museums draw millions of visitors each year. The art collections take pride of place – you can’t walk a kilometre here without bumping into a masterpiece. Canal-house museums are another local speciality. And the city has a fine assortment of oddball museums dedicated to everything from handbags to houseboats.
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All the Art

The Dutch Masters helped spawn the prolific art collections around town. Seminal painters such as Johannes Vermeer, Frans Hals and Rembrandt van Rijn came along during the Golden Age when a new, bourgeois society of merchants and shopkeepers were spending money to brighten up their homes and workplaces with fresh paintings. The masters were there to meet the need, and their output from the era now fills the city’s top museums.




Other Treasures

The Netherlands’ maritime prowess during the Golden Age also filled the coffers of local institutions. Silver, porcelain and colonial knick-knacks picked up on distant voyages form the basis of collections in the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam Museum, Het Scheepvaartmuseum and Tropenmuseum.




Canal-House Museums

There are two kinds: the first preserves the house as a living space, with sumptuous interiors that show how the richest locals lived once upon a time, as at Museum Van Loon. The other type uses the elegant structure as a backdrop for unique collections, such as the Kattenkabinet for cat art.




Best Art Museums

Rijksmuseum The Netherlands’ top treasure house bursts with Rembrandts, Vermeers, Delftware and more.

Van Gogh Museum Hangs the world’s largest collection of the tortured artist’s vivid swirls.


Museum het Rembrandthuis Immerse yourself in the old master’s paint-spattered studio and handsome home.

Stedelijk Museum Renowned modern art from Picasso to Mondrian to Warhol.

Hermitage Amsterdam The satellite of Russia’s Hermitage Museum features one-off, blockbuster exhibits.

Foam Changing photography exhibits by world-renowned shutterbugs.




Best History Museums

Anne Frank Huis The Secret Annexe and Anne’s claustrophobic bedroom serve as chilling reminders of WWII.

Amsterdam Museum Whizz-bang exhibits take you through the twists and turns of Amsterdam’s convoluted history.

Verzetsmuseum Learn about WWII Dutch resistance fighters during the Nazi occupation.




Museums & Galleries: Top Tips

APre-book tickets for the big museums.

AMany online tickets only have allocated time slots.

AQueues are shortest during late afternoon and evening.

AFriday, Saturday and Sunday are the busiest days.

AMany hotels sell surcharge-free tickets to the big museums as a service to guests; ask your front-desk staff.







Entertainment



Amsterdam supports a flourishing arts scene, with loads of big concert halls, theatres, cinemas, comedy clubs and other performance venues filled on a regular basis. Music fans are superbly catered for here, and there is a fervent subculture for just about every genre, especially jazz, classical, rock and avant-garde beats.
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Music

Jazz is extremely popular, from far-out, improvisational stylings to more traditional notes. The grand Bimhuis is the big game in town, drawing visiting musicians from around the globe, though its vibe is more that of a funky little club. Smaller jazz venues abound and it’s easy to find a live combo.

Amsterdam’s classical-music scene, with top international orchestras, conductors and soloists crowding the agenda, is the envy of many European cities. Choose between the flawless Concertgebouw or dramatic Muziekgebouw aan ‘t IJ for the main shows.

Many of the city’s clubs also host rock bands. Huge touring names often play smallish venues such as the Melkweg and Paradiso; it’s a real treat to catch one of your favourites here.




Comedy & Theatre

Given that the Dutch are fine linguists and have a keen sense of humour, English-language comedy thrives in Amsterdam, especially around the Jordaan. Local theatre tends towards the edgy and experimental.




Cinema

Amsterdam’s weather is fickle and, let’s face it, even art lovers can overdose on museums. Luckily this town is a cinephile’s heaven, with oodles of art-house cinemas. Numerous screenings are in English.




Best Rock

Paradiso One-time church that preaches a gospel of rock.

Melkweg Housed in a former dairy, it’s Amsterdam’s coolest club-gallery-cinema-concert hall.


OCCII A former squat that gives the night to edgy alternative bands.

De Nieuwe Anita Rock out by the stage behind the bookcase-concealed door.




Best Classical & Opera

Muziekgebouw aan ‘t IJ Stunning high-tech temple of the performing arts.

Concertgebouw World-renowned concert hall with superb acoustics.




Best Comedy & Theatre

Tobacco Theater Cabaret and theatre productions in a former tobacco auction house.

Boom Chicago Laugh-out-loud improv-style comedy in the Jordaan.




Best Cinemas

EYE Film Institute The Netherlands’ striking film centre shows quality films of all kinds.

Pathé Tuschinskitheater Amsterdam’s most famous cinema, with a sumptuous art-deco Amsterdam School interior.

Movies Amsterdam’s oldest cinema dates from 1912.




Entertainment: Top Tips

AThe Last Minute Ticket Shop (www.lastminuteticketshop.nl; [image: icon-hoursgif]honline ticket sales from 10am on day of performance) sells same-day half-price tickets for concerts, performances and even club nights online. Events are handily marked ‘LNP’ (language no problem) if understanding Dutch isn’t vital.

AFor events listings check I Amsterdam (www.iamsterdam.com); for movie screenings visit Film Ladder (www.filmladder.nl/amsterdam).







Canals



Amsterdammers have always known that their Canal Ring, built during the Golden Age, is extraordinary. Unesco made it official in 2010, when it listed the waterways as a World Heritage site. Today the city has 165 canals spanned by 1753 bridges – more than any other city in the world.
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Best Views

Golden Bend Where the Golden Age magnates built their mansions along the regal Herengracht.

Reguliersgracht The ‘canal of seven bridges’ is one of Amsterdam’s most photographed vistas.

Prinsengracht The liveliest of Amsterdam’s inner canals, with cafes, shops and houseboats lining the quays.

Brouwersgracht Among very tough competition, Amsterdammers swear this is the city’s most beautiful canal.




Best Canal-Related Museums

Het Grachtenhuis Inventive multimedia displays explain how the Canal Ring and its houses were built.

Houseboat Museum Discover how gezellig (cosy) houseboat living can be aboard this 1914 barge-turned-museum.




Best Canalside Drinking & Dining

De Belhamel At the head of the Herengracht, this superb restaurant’s tables along the canal are an aphrodisiac.

Buffet van Odette Simple, creative cooking overlooking the Prinsengracht’s crooked canal houses.

‘t Smalle Dock your boat right by the stone terrace of the 18th-century former jenever (Dutch gin) distillery.




Canals: Top Tips

AVirtually none of Amsterdam’s canals have fences or barriers. Keep a close eye on young children.

AThe Canal Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%020-217 05 00; www.stromma.nl; hop-on, hop-off day pass €24.50, cruises €11.50-14.50, pedalos €10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Wed, to 8pm Thu-Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W) provides a handy hop-on, hop-off service.







Cycling



Bicycles are more common than cars in Amsterdam, and to roll like a local you’ll need a two-wheeler. Rent one from the myriad outlets around town or from your accommodation, and the whole city becomes your playground. Cycling is the quintessential activity while visiting.
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Journey Planning

Online journey planners include Fietsersbond (www.routeplanner.fietsersbond.nl), the official route planner of the Dutch Cyclists’ Union. Holland Cycling (www.holland-cycling.com) has a wealth of up-to-date info such as bicycle-repair shops. Route You (www.routeyou.com) is good for scenic routes.




Road Rules

Helmets aren’t compulsory but are recommended; most bike-hire places rent them out.

Amsterdam has over 500km of bike paths. Use the bicycle lane on the road’s right-hand side, marked by white lines and bike symbols.

Cycle in the same direction as traffic and adhere to all traffic lights and signs.

Park only in designated bicycle racks or risk the removal of your bike by the police.

Cycling on footpaths is illegal.




Best Cycling Spots

Vondelpark Urban oasis.

Eastern Islands Contemporary architecture.

Amsterdam Noord Windmills and farmland.




Cycling: Top Tips

AMost bikes come with two locks: one for the front wheel (attach it to the bike frame), the other for the back. One of these locks should also be attached to a fixed structure (preferably a bike rack).

ACross tram rails at a sharp angle to avoid getting stuck.







For Free



Although the costs of Amsterdam’s accommodation and dining can mount up, there is a bright side. Not only is the entire Canal Ring a Unesco World Heritage site (effectively a free living museum), but there are plenty of things to do and see that are free (or virtually free).
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Best Free Sights

Civic Guard Gallery Stroll through the monumental collection of portraits, from Golden Age to modern.

Rijksmuseum Gardens Even many locals don’t know that the Renaissance and baroque gardens, with rose bushes, hedges and statues, are free and open to the public, including occasional sculpture exhibitions.

Begijnhof Explore the 14th-century hidden courtyard and its clandestine churches.

Stadsarchief You never know what treasures you’ll find in the vaults of the city’s archives.

Albert Cuypmarkt Amsterdam’s busiest market; it and the city’s many other bazaars are all free to browse.

ARCAM A fascinating look at Amsterdam’s architecture – past, present and future.

Kunststad Wander through these vast artist studios in Amsterdam Noord.

NEMO Science Museum roof terrace One of the best views of Amsterdam extends from the roof of this landmark building.




Best Free Entertainment

Concertgebouw Sharpen your elbows to get in for Wednesday’s lunchtime concert (September to June), often a public rehearsal for the performance later that evening.

Muziektheater Free classical concerts fill the air during lunch most Tuesdays from September to May.

Bimhuis Jazz sessions hot up the revered venue on Tuesday nights.

Openluchttheater Vondelpark’s outdoor theatre puts on concerts and kids’ shows throughout summer.

EYE Film Institute Has pods in the basement where you can watch free films.

King’s Day The ultimate party, this is one of many festivals and events that are free.







Tours
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Best Walking Tours

Hungry Birds Street Food Tours (www.hungrybirds.nl; 5hr day/night tour per person €89/95; [image: icon-hoursgif]hby reservation) Guides take you ‘off the eaten track’ to chow on Dutch and ethnic specialities. Tours lasting around five hours visit local hotspots from street vendors to family-run premises.

Mee in Mokum (www.gildeamsterdam.nl; Gedempte Begijnensloot; tours adult/child €10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am & 2pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j2/11/12 Spui) Low-priced walkabouts lasting two to three hours, led by volunteers. Reserve at least a day ahead and pay cash on the day.




Best Cycling Tours

Mike’s Bike Tours ([image: icon-phonegif]%020-622 79 70; www.mikesbiketoursamsterdam.com; Prins Hendrikkade 176a; city tours per adult/child from €28/25, countryside from €32; [image: icon-hoursgif]hoffice 9am-6pm Mar-Oct, from 10am Nov-Feb; [image: icon-busgif]g22/48 Prins Hendrikkade) Offers city and countryside tours.

Yellow Bike ([image: icon-phonegif]%020-620 69 40; www.yellowbike.nl; Nieuwezijds Kolk 29; city tours from €24.50, Waterland tour €34.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]hoffice 9.30am-6pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j2/11/12/13/17 Nieuwezijds Kolk) Year-round city tours and summer Waterland tours.




Best Boat Tours

Plastic Whale ([image: icon-phonegif]%020-737 30 49; www.plasticwhale.com; 2½hr guided tour €39.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]hby reservation) Fish waste from Amsterdam’s waterways using the provided nets aboard boats made from the recycled plastic.

Rederji Lampedusa (http://rederijlampedusa.nl/en; Dijksgracht 6; 2hr canal tour €19; [image: icon-hoursgif]hcanal tours 11am & 1.30pm Sat May-Sep; [image: icon-tramgif]j26 Muziekgebouw) Tours aboard former refugee boats, with commentary on the history of immigration.

Those Dam Boat Guys ([image: icon-phonegif]%020-210 16 69; www.thosedamboatguys.com; tours €25; [image: icon-hoursgif]hby reservation Mar-Sep; [image: icon-tramgif]j13/17 Westermarkt) Cheeky small tours (maximum 10 people) on 90-minute jaunts aboard electric boats.

Blue Boat Company ([image: icon-phonegif]%020-679 13 70; www.blueboat.nl; Stadhouderskade 501; 75min tour adult/child €18.50/9; [image: icon-tramgif]j1/2/5/12 Leidseplein) The 75-minute main tour glides by the top sights. It also runs night-time trips and children’s pirate-themed cruises.







For Kids



Breathe easy: you’ve landed in one of Europe’s most kid-friendly cities. The famous Dutch tolerance extends to children and Amsterdammers are cheerfully accommodating to them. You’ll find that virtually all quarters of the city – except the Red Light District, of course – are fair game for the younger set.
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Best Activities for Kids

NEMO Kid-focused, hands-on science labs inside and a terrace with a splashy summer water feature outside.

Het Scheepvaartmuseum Climb aboard the full-scale, 17th-century replica ship and check out the cannons.

Tropenmuseum Spend the afternoon learning to yodel, sitting in a yurt or travelling via otherworldly exhibits.

Vondelpark Space-age slides at the western end, playground in the middle, duck ponds throughout.

Artis Royal Zoo Monkeys, big cats, shimmying fish and a planetarium provide all the requisite thrills.

Centrale Bibliotheek Amsterdam Has a whole children’s floor with story times, reading lounges and books in English.

Micropia The world’s first microbe museum has a wall of poop, a kissing meter and other inventive exhibits.




Best Kids’ Shops

Het Oud-Hollandsch Snoepwinkeltje Stocks jar after jar of Dutch penny sweets.

Mechanisch Speelgoed Nostalgic wind-up toys.

Tinkerbell Toy shop with a mechanical bear blowing bubbles out front.




Travel with Children: Top Tips

A‘Child’ is defined as under 18 years. But at many tourist sites, the cut-off age for free or reduced rates is 12. Some sights may only provide free entry to children under six.

AMost bike-rental shops hire bikes with baby or child seats.

AMany higher-end hotels arrange babysitting services for a fee.







LGBTQ+



To call Amsterdam a gay capital doesn’t express just how welcoming and open the scene is here. The Netherlands was the first country to legalise same-sex marriage (in 2001), so it’s no surprise that Amsterdam’s gay scene is among the world’s largest.
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Party Zones

Five hubs party hardest. Warmoesstraat in the Red Light District hosts the infamous, kink-filled leather and fetish bars. Nearby on the upper end of the Zeedijk crowds spill onto laid-back bar terraces.

In the Southern Canal Ring, the area around Rembrandtplein (aka the ‘Amstel area’) has traditional pubs and brown cafes, some with a campy bent. Leidseplein has a smattering of high-action clubs along Kerkstraat. And Reguliersdwarsstraat, located one street down from the flower market, draws the beautiful crowd at its trendy, fickle hot spots.




Top Tips

Gay Amsterdam (www.gayamsterdam.com) lists hotels, shops and clubs, and provides maps.

Information kiosk/ souvenir shop Pink Point ([image: icon-phonegif]%020-428 10 70; www.pinkpoint.nl; Westermarkt; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10.30am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j13/17 Westermarkt) has details of parties, events and social groups.

Pride Amsterdam (www.pride.amsterdam; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jul-early Aug) features the world’s only waterborne Pride parade (pictured).




Best LGBTQ+ Hangouts

‘t Mandje Amsterdam’s oldest gay bar is a trinket-covered beauty.

Montmartre Legendary bar where Dutch ballads and old top-40 hits tear the roof off.

De Trut A Sunday fixture on the scene.

Taboo Bar Drag shows and party games.
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