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WELCOME TO ITALY



Few countries can rival Italy’s wealth of riches. Its historic cities have iconic monuments and masterpieces at every turn, its food is imitated the world over and its landscape is a majestic patchwork of snow-capped peaks, plunging coastlines, lakes and remote valleys. And with many thrilling roads to explore, it offers plenty of epic driving.

    The 40 trips outlined in this book run the length of the country, leading from Alpine summits to southern volcanoes, from hilltop towns in Tuscany to fishing villages on the Amalfi Coast, from Venetian canals to Pompeii’s ghostly ruins. They take in heavyweight cities and little-known gems, and cover a wide range of experiences.

    So whether you want to tour gourmet towns and historic vineyards, idyllic coastlines or pristine national parks, we have a route for you. And if you’ve only got time for one trip, make it one of our eight Classic Trips, which take you to the very best of Italy.
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ITALY HIGHLIGHTS




Italy’s best sights and experiences, and the road trips that will take you there.



Rome

All roads lead to Rome (Roma) and Trip 1: Grand Tour is one such, stopping off at the Eternal City en route from Turin (Torino) to Naples (Napoli). The one-time caput mundi (capital of the world) is a mesmerising city, home to celebrated icons – the Colosseum, Pantheon, Trevi Fountain, Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel – and spectacular works of art. Even strolling its romantic lanes and operatic piazzas is a thrill to remember.

Trips 1 2
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Venice

Drive Trip 2: World Heritage Wonders and the road runs out in Venice (Venezia), where highways give way to waterways. It’s a soul-lifting experience to explore its backstreets and piazzas, revelling in East-meets-West architecture. Art treasures abound, but for ‘wow’ factor little can rival the Basilica di San Marco and its golden mosaics.

Trips 1 2 8 14



The Dolomites

One of the inspiring sights of northern Italy, the Dolomites are the stars of Trip 13: Grande Strada delle Dolomiti. Their pink-hued granite summits form the majestic backdrop for this drive along Italy’s most famous mountain road between Bolzano and Cortina d’Ampezzo. Stop off en route to admire sweeping panoramas and explore the Alta Badia and Alpe di Siusi.

Trip 13
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Tuscan Landscapes

Picture the ideal Italian landscape – golden fields, haughty cypress trees, hills capped by medieval towns. You’re imagining Tuscany, a region whose fabled panoramas have inspired everybody from Renaissance artists to overwrought poets. Drive Trip 24: Tuscan Wine Tour or Trip 25: Tuscan Landscapes and give yourself up to its soothing beauty and delicious vino.

Trips 24 25


BEST DRIVING ROADS

Grande Strada delle Dolomiti Epic road through exhilarating Alpine scenery. Trip 13

SS17bis Traverses Abruzzo’s awe-inspiring Campo Imperatore in the shadow of the Gran Sasso. Trip 19

SP146 Snakes through the classic landscapes of Tuscany’s Val d’Orcia. Trips 24 25

SS163 Also known as the Nastro Azzurro, this road weaves along the precipitous Amalfi Coast. Trip 29





Amalfi Coast

The Amalfi Coast is Italy’s most dazzling seafront stretch. Its single road – detailed in Trip 29: Amalfi Coast – curves sinuously along the coast, linking the area’s steeply stacked towns and rocky inlets. All around, cliffs sheer down into sparkling blue waters, lemons grow on hillside terraces, and towering fichi d’India (prickly pears) guard silent mountain paths.

Trip 29
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Lago di Como

The most picturesque and least visited of Italy’s main northern lakes, Lago di Como (Lake Como) is a highlight of Trip 9: The Graceful Italian Lakes, a scenic jaunt around Lakes Maggiore, Orta and Como. Set in the shadow of the Rhaetian Alps, Lago di Como’s banks are speckled with Liberty-style villas and fabulous landscaped gardens that burst into blushing colour in April and May.

Trip 9
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BEST MUSEUMS & GALLERIES

Vatican Museums Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel, Raphael frescoes and much, much more. Trip 1

Galleria degli Uffizi Florence gallery housing Italy’s finest collection of Renaissance art. Trips 1 2 23

Peggy Guggenheim Collection Striking modern art in a canal-side Venetian villa. Trip 14

Museo Archeologico Nazionale Naples’ premier museum with breathtaking classical sculpture and mosaics from Pompeii. Trips 1 27



Florence

From Brunelleschi’s red-capped Duomo to Michelangelo’s David, Florence (Firenze) has priceless masterpieces and a historic centre that looks little changed since Renaissance times. Art aside, the city sets the perfect scene for al fresco dining. Lap it all up on Trip 2: World Heritage Wonders and Trip 23: Piero della Francesca Trail.

Trips 1 2 23 24
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Pompeii

A once-thriving Roman port frozen in its 2000-year-old death throes, Pompeii is an electrifying spectacle. Head down on Trip 27: Shadow of Vesuvius and wander its fantastically preserved streets, exploring the forum, the city brothel, the 5000-seat theatre and the frescoed Villa dei Misteri. Body casts of victims add a sense of menace as Vesuvius looms darkly on the horizon.

Trips 1 27
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Valle d’Aosta

Italy’s smallest and least populous region is also one of its most beautiful. Follow Trip 12: Valle d’Aosta as it inches up a narrow mountain valley ringed by the icy peaks of Europe’s highest mountains, including Mont Blanc (Monte Bianco), the Matterhorn (Monte Cervino), Monte Rosa and Gran Paradiso. Leave your car and take to the slopes for exhilarating hiking and hair-raising skiing.

Trip 12



Syracuse

An ancient metropolis turned model baroque town, Syracuse (Siracusa) is one of Sicily’s most enchanting cities. Its wonderfully intact 5th-century BC amphitheatre is one of the many memorable Greek ruins on Trip 36: Wonders of Ancient Sicily, while its baroque centre is a vision of 17th-century urban design. At its heart, Piazza del Duomo is a glorious spot for an evening aperitivo.

Trips 36 37
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Emilia-Romagna

Italy’s culinary capital, Bologna, is just one of the gastro towns that feature on Trip 26: Foodie Emilia-Romagna. Feast on Bologna’s trademark specialities such as mortadella and tagliatelle al ragù in between tastings of prosciutto and parmigiano reggiano cheese in Parma and aged balsamic vinegar in Modena. Further to the east, Ravenna provides food for the soul with its brilliant mosaics.

Trip 26



Sardinia

From idyllic coves framed by weird, wind-whipped boulders to open stretches of silky soft sand, Sardinia’s beaches are legendary. To discover them for yourself Trip 39: Emerald Coast takes in the island’s glorious north coast, while Trip 38: Sardinia’s South Coast inches around the island’s southwest corner, via capital Cagliari and the laid-back Isola di San Pietro.

Trips 38 39 40
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BEST HILLTOP TOWNS

Matera Basilicata town famous for its primitive sassi (cave houses). Trip 34

Urbino A Renaissance gem in off-the-radar Le Marche. Trip 23

Orvieto Proud clifftop home of a stunning Gothic cathedral. Trip 25

Montalcino Tuscan producer of Brunello di Montalcino, one of Italy’s top red wines. Trip 24









IF YOU LIKE…



Art & Architecture

With an unparalleled artistic and architectural legacy, Italy is home to some of the Western world’s most celebrated masterpieces. Works by Renaissance heroes and baroque maestros grace the country’s churches, museums and galleries.

Grand Tour Take in the Scrovegni Chapel, The Last Supper, Michelangelo’s David et al.

Northern Cities Admire Giotto frescoes, medieval cityscapes and Venice’s labyrinthine canals.

Piero della Francesca Trail From Urbino to Florence, follow the trail of frescoes left by the Renaissance master.

Sicilian Baroque Swoon over extravagant baroque architecture in southeastern Sicily.

Ancient Relics

Everywhere you go in Italy you’re reminded of the country’s tumultuous past. Etruscan tombs and Greek temples stand testament to pre-Roman civilisations, while amphitheatres, aqueducts, even whole towns, recall the ambition and reach of ancient Rome.

World Heritage Wonders Rome’s Colosseum and Verona’s Arena headline on this classic cross-country drive.

Etruscan Tuscany & Lazio Duck into tombs decorated with ancient frescoes.

Shadow of Vesuvius Wander around Pompeii and Herculaneum, celebrated victims of Vesuvius’ volcanic fury.

Wonders of Ancient Sicily Sicily’s ancient Greek temples are the best you’ll see outside of Greece.

Food & Wine

With its superb produce, culinary traditions and world-beating wine, Italy is a food- and wine-lover’s dream destination. Whether it’s tasting white truffles in Alba, dining al fresco on a medieval piazza, or tasting Chianti at a Tuscan vineyard, great foodie experiences await at every turn.

Gourmet Piedmont Feast on chocolate, cheese and truffles in Italy’s Slow Food heartland.

Valpolicella Wine Country Sample bold wines at historic wineries in the vine-clad hills west of Verona.

Tuscan Wine Tour Savour Tuscany’s great reds in Chianti vineyards.

Foodie Emilia-Romagna Discover the towns that put the Parma into ham and the Bolognese into spag bol.
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Coastal Scenery

From the cliffs of the Amalfi Coast to the villages of the Cinque Terre, from Sicily’s volcanic seascapes to Sardinia’s dreamy beaches, Italy’s 7600km-long coastline is as varied as it is enticing. Add crystal-clear waters and you’ve got the perfect summer recipe.

Cinematic Cinque Terre Cruise one of Italy’s most picture-perfect coastal stretches.

Amalfi Coast Italy’s most celebrated coastline is a classic Mediterranean pin-up.

Salento Surprises Join Italian beach-goers in Puglia’s summer hotspot.

Emerald Coast Sardinia’s northern coast has dazzling beaches and heavenly waters.
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Mountains

For a taste of the high life take to Italy’s mountains. From the Alps to the Apennines, stunning roads snake past snow-capped peaks, over hair-raising passes and through silent valleys swathed in ancient forests. Outdoor enthusiasts will find superb skiing, hiking, climbing and cycling.

Roof of Italy Drive the fabled Stelvio Pass as you explore northern Italy’s high-altitude borderlands.

Grande Strada delle Dolomiti Revel in the extraordinary beauty of the rocky Dolomites.

Abruzzo’s Wild Landscapes Look out for wolves and bears in Abruzzo’s remote national parks.

Across the Lucanian Apennines Go off-piste in the mountain country of southern Basilicata.

Villas & Palaces

Ever since ancient times, Italy’s rulers have employed the top artists and architects of their day to design their homes. The results are imperial palaces, royal retreats, Renaissance mansions and aristocratic villas.

World Heritage Wonders Explore imperial palaces and art-filled palazzi (mansions) in Rome, Siena, Florence and Venice.

Savoy Palace Circuit Tour the Savoy family’s royal palaces in Turin and the Piedmont countryside.

The Graceful Italian Lakes For grace and style, head to the villas and gardens of Italy’s northern lakes.

A Venetian Sojourn Stop at Unesco-protected Palladian villas as you drive through Veneto’s wine country.







NEED TO KNOW




CURRENCY

euro (€)

LANGUAGE

Italian

VISAS

Generally not required for stays of up to 90 days (or at all by EU nationals). Some nationalities will need a Schengen visa.

FUEL

Filling stations are widespread. Expect to pay around €1.46 per litre of unleaded petrol (benzina senza piombo), €1.29 for diesel (gasolio).

RENTAL CARS

Avis (www.avisautonoleggio.it)

Europcar (www.europcar.it)

Hertz (www.hertz.it)

Maggiore (www.maggiore.it)

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Emergencies (Police [image: iconphonegif]112, 113; Ambulance [image: iconphonegif]115)

Roadside Assistance ([image: iconphonegif]80 31 16 from an Italian landline or mobile phone; [image: iconphonegif]800 116800 from a foreign mobile phone)




When to Go

Climate
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High Season (Jul–Aug)

A Queues at big sights, and congested roads, especially in August.

A Prices also rocket for Christmas, New Year and Easter.

A Late December to March is high season in the Alps and Dolomites.

Shoulder (Apr–Jun & Sep–Oct)

A Good deals on accommodation, especially in the south.

A Spring is best for festivals, flowers and local produce.

A Autumn provides warm weather and the grape harvest.

Low Season (Nov–Mar)

A Prices up to 30% lower than in high season.

A Many sights and hotels closed in coastal and mountainous areas.

A A good period for cultural events in large cities.



Your Daily Budget

Budget: Less than €100

A Dorm bed: €20–35

A Double room in a budget hotel: €60–110

A Pizza or pasta: €6–15

Midrange: €100–250

A Double room in a hotel: €110–200

A Local restaurant dinner: €25–45

A Admission to museum: €4–18

Top end: More than €250

A Double room in a four- or five-star hotel: €200 plus

A Top restaurant dinner: €45–150

A Opera ticket: €40–210

Eating

Trattoria Informal, family-run restaurant cooking up traditional regional dishes.

Ristorante Formal dining, often with comprehensive wine lists and more sophisticated local or national fare.

Vegetarians Most places offer good vegetable starters and side dishes.



Price indicators for a two-course meal with a glass of house wine and coperto (cover charge).

€ less than €25

€€ €25-45

€€€ more than €45

Sleeping

Hotels From luxury boutique palaces to modest family-run pensioni (small hotels).

B&Bs Rooms in restored farmhouses, city townhouses or seaside bungalows.

Agriturismi Farm stays range from working farms to luxury rural retreats.

Room Tax A nightly occupancy tax is charged on top of room rates.



Price indicators for a double room with private bathroom (breakfast included) in high season.

€ less than €110

€€ €110–€200

€€€ more than €200

Arriving in Italy

Rome Fiumicino

Rental cars Agencies are located near the multilevel car park.

Trains Run frequently from 6.08am to 11.23pm; €14.

Buses Take an hour and operate between 6.05am and 12.40am. Limited night bus services; €6-7.

Taxi Set fare to centre €48; 45 to 60 minutes.

Milan Malpensa

Rental cars Agencies in the Arrivals halls.

Trains Run half-hourly from 5.37am to 12.20am; €13.

Buses Run every 30 minutes from 3.45am to 12.15am; €10.

Taxis Set fare €95; 50 minutes.

Naples Capodichino

Rental cars Contact agencies from the Arrivals hall.

Buses Run frequently between 6am and 11.20pm; €5.

Taxis Set fares €18 to €27; 20 to 35 minutes.

Mobile Phones

Local SIM cards can be used in European, Australian and some unlocked US phones. Other phones must be set to roaming.

Internet Access

Free wi-fi is available in most hotels, hostels, B&Bs and agriturismi (farm stays), and in many bars and cafes.

Money

ATMs are widespread in Italy. Major credit cards are widely accepted, but some smaller shops, trattorias and hotels might not take them.

Tipping

Not obligatory but round up the bill or leave a euro or two in pizzerias and trattorias; 5% to 10% in smart restaurants.

Useful Websites

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/italy) Destination information, hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

ENIT (www.italia.it) Official Italian-government tourism website.


For more, see Italy Driving Guide.









CITY GUIDE



[image: image]
Rome The Pantheon
IN GREEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


ROME

Even in a country of exquisite cities, Rome (Roma) is special. Epic, hot-blooded and utterly disarming, it’s a heady mix of ancient ruins, awe-inspiring art, iconic monuments and vibrant street life. If your road leads to Rome, give yourself a couple of days to explore its headline sights.

Getting Around

Driving is not the best way to get around Rome. Traffic can be chaotic and much of the historic centre is closed to non-authorised traffic on weekdays and weekend evenings. Better to park and use public transport; a 24-hour pass is €7.

Parking

Blue lines denote on-street parking, which is expensive and scarce. There are a few car parks in the centre, which charge about €20 per day.

Where to Eat

For authentic nose-to-tail Roman cooking check out the trattorias in Testaccio, and for traditional Roman-Jewish cuisine head to the atmospheric Jewish Ghetto.

Where to Stay

The most atmospheric place to stay is the centro storico, where you’ll have everything on your doorstep. Night owls will enjoy Trastevere, while Tridente offers refined accommodation. The Vatican is also popular.

Useful Websites

060608 (www.060608.it) Rome’s tourist website.

Coopculture (www.coopculture.it) Information and ticket booking for Rome’s monuments.

Vatican Museums (www.museivaticani.va) Book tickets and avoid the queues.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/rome) Destination lowdown, hotel bookings and traveller forum.

Trips Through Rome 1 2


TOP EXPERIENCES

A Get to the Heart of the Ancient City

Thrill to the sight of the Colosseum, Roman Forum and Palatino, where Rome was supposedly founded in 753 BC.

A Gaze Heavenwards in the Sistine Chapel

File past miles of priceless art at the Vatican Museums to arrive at the Sistine Chapel and Michelangelo’s frescoes. (www.museivaticani.va)

A Villa Borghese’s Baroque Treasures

Head to the Museo e Galleria Borghese to marvel at exhilarating baroque sculptures by Gian Lorenzo Bernini. (www.galleriaborghese.it)

A Admire the Pantheon’s Dome

The Pantheon is the best preserved of Rome’s ancient monuments, but it’s only when you get inside that you get the full measure of the place as its dome soars above you.

A Pay Homage at St Peter’s Basilica

Capped by Michelangelo’s landmark dome, the Vatican’s showpiece church is a masterpiece of Renaissance architecture and baroque decor.

A Live the Trastevere Dolce Vita

Join the evening crowds in Trastevere to eat earthy Roman food, drink in the many bars and pubs, and parade up and down the streets.

A Hang Out on the Piazzas

Hanging out on Rome’s piazzas is part and parcel of Roman life – having a gelato on Piazza Navona, people-watching on Piazza del Popolo and posing on Piazza di Spagna.






FLORENCE

An essential stop on every Italian itinerary, Florence (Firenze) is one of the world’s great art cities, with Renaissance icons and a wonderfully intact medieval centre. Beyond the Michelangelo masterpieces and Medici palazzi (mansions), there’s a buzzing bar scene and great shopping in artisanal workshops and designer boutiques.
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Getting Around

Nonresident traffic is banned from much of central Florence, and if you enter the Limited Traffic Zone (ZTL) you risk a fine of up to €200. Rather than drive, walk or use the city buses; tickets cost €1.50 or €2.50 on board.

Parking

There is free street parking around Piazzale Michelangelo and car parks (about €3.80 per hour) at Fortezza da Basso and Piazzale di Porta Romana. Otherwise, ask if your hotel can arrange parking.

Where to Eat

Florence teems with restaurants, trattorias, osterie (casual taverns) and wine bars catering to all budgets. Top neighbourhoods include hip Santa Croce, home to some of the city’s best restaurants, and the increasingly gentrified Oltrarno.

Where to Stay

To stay right in the heart of the action, the Duomo and Piazza della Signoria areas are a good bet with some excellent budget options. Near the train station, Santa Maria Novella has some good midrange boutique/design hotels.

Useful Websites

Firenze Turismo (www.firenzeturismo.it) The official tourist site is comprehensive and up-to-date.

Visit Florence (www.visitflorence.com) Practical advice and info on accommodation, sights and tours.

Firenze Musei (www.firenzemusei.it) Book tickets for the Uffizi and Accademia.

Trips Through Florence 1 2 23 24




NAPLES

Naples (Napoli) is an exhilarating sprawl of bombastic baroque churches, Dickensian alleyways and electrifying street life. Its in-your-face vitality can be overwhelming, but once you’ve found your feet you’ll discover a city of regal palaces, world-renowned museums, superb pizzerias and sweeping seascapes.
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Getting Around

Driving is not the best way of getting around Naples – the roads are anarchic and much of the city centre is off-limits to nonresident traffic. You’ll be better off leaving your car as soon as you can and using public transport (bus, metro and funicular); a day pass costs €3.50.

Parking

Street parking is not a good idea – car theft is a problem – and few hotels offer it. There’s a 24-hour car park east of the city centre at Via Brin; otherwise ask your hotel for advice.

Where to Eat

To taste authentic wood-fired pizza, head to the centro storico where you’ll find a number of hard-core pizzerias serving the genuine article. For a more refined meal, make for seafront Santa Lucia and the cobbled lanes of Chiaia.

Where to Stay

For maximum atmosphere, consider staying in the centro storico where you’ll have many sights on your doorstep. Seaside Santa Lucia is home to some of the city’s most prestigious hotels, and Chiaia is cool and chic.

Useful Websites

I Naples (www.inaples.it) The city’s official tourist-board site.

Comune di Napoli (www.comune.napoli.it) Official city website with Italian-language tourist information.

Napoli da Vivere (www.napolidavivere.it) Italian-language website listing upcoming festivals, special events and recent openings.

Campania Artecard (www.campaniartecard.it) Details discount cards covering museum admission and transport.

Trips Through Naples 1 27




VENICE

A magnificent, unforgettable spectacle, Venice (Venezia) is a hauntingly beautiful city. For 1000 years it was one of Europe’s great sea powers and its unique cityscape reflects this, with golden Byzantine domes and great Gothic churches, noble palazzi and busy waterways.

[image: image]
Venice Gondolas on the lagoon 
WEI LI/500PX ©


Getting Around

Venice is off-limits to cars, leaving you to walk or take a boat. You’ll inevitably get lost at some point but directions to Piazza San Marco, the Rialto and Accademia are posted on yellow signs. Vaporetti (small ferries) ply the city’s waterways; a one-way ticket costs €7.50.

Parking

Once you’ve crossed the Ponte della Libertà bridge from Mestre, you’ll have to park at Piazzale Roma or Tronchetto car parks; bank on €21 to €29 for 24 hours.

Where to Eat

Venice’s version of tapas, bar snacks called cicheti are served in osterie across town at lunch and between 6pm and 8pm. Wash them down with a glass of local prosecco. Try the area around the Rialto Market and along Calle Lunga San Barnaba in the Dorsoduro district.

Where to Stay

Many Venetians open their historical homes as B&Bs. Dorsoduro and San Polo are charming areas, near major museums and with plenty of bar action. Cannaregio is another good option, relatively untouristy and in parts picturesque.

Useful Websites

VeneziaUnica (www.veneziaunica.it) News, events and city passes for public transport, museums, churches and special events.

Venezia da Vivere (www.veneziadavivere.com) Music performances, art openings, nightlife and child-friendly events.

Venice Comune (www.comune.venezia.it) City of Venice official site with essential info, including high-water alerts.

Trips Through Venice 1 2 8 14


TOP EXPERIENCES

A Cruise the Grand Canal

Take a vaporetto (small ferry) down the Grand Canal for an uplifting introduction to the city’s extraordinary sights.

A Marvel at Mosaics at the Basilica di San Marco

Step inside Venice’s signature basilica to gape at golden dome mosaics. (www.basilicasanmarco.it)

A Compare Titian and Tintoretto

Soaring I Frari is home to Titian’s masterpiece, Assunta. Nearby, the Scuola Grande di San Rocco has stunning frescoes by Tintoretto. (www.scuolagrandesanrocco.it)

A Enjoy Modern Art at the Guggenheim

Step inside the canal-side home of Peggy Guggenheim to peruse canvases by the giants of modern art. (www.guggenheim-venice.it)








Italy by Region

Driving in Italy is a thrilling way to experience the country in all its varied beauty. To help you on your way, we’ve divided the country into three areas and outlined what each has to offer.
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Northern Italy

Revel in spectacular scenery as you drive epic Alpine roads, stunning coastlines and gorgeous lakesides. Our trips lead from the wine-rich hills of Piedmont to the pink-hued Dolomites, from Milan’s designer streets to Venice’s haunting canals.

Tour art-rich cities on Trip 8.

Scale the Dolomites on Trip 13.




	

Central Italy

Tour heavyweight destinations such as Rome, Florence and Assisi before exploring Etruscan tombs, remote Tuscan monasteries and medieval hill towns in Abruzzo, Umbria and Le Marche. Foodies can indulge their passions in Emilia-Romagna and Tuscany’s historic vineyards.

Discover Etruscan treasures on Trip 20.

Taste wine on Trip 24.




	

Southern Italy

Take to the wilds of Calabria and Basilicata and enjoy stunning seascapes in Puglia, Sardinia and on the Amalfi Coast. Sicily has baroque treasures and ancient ruins, while Mt Vesuvius broods darkly over Naples and nearby Pompeii.

Discover the Amalfi Coast on Trip 29.

Explore Greek ruins on Trip 36.













ITALY CLASSIC TRIPS
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What is a Classic Trip?

All the trips in our book show you the best of Italy, but we’ve chosen the eight below as our all-time favourites. These are our Classic Trips – the ones that lead you to the best of the iconic sights, the top activities and the unique Italian experiences.



Grand Tour 12–14 Days

World Heritage Wonders 14 Days

The Graceful Italian Lakes 5–7 Days

Grande Strada delle Dolomiti 7–10 Days

A Venetian Sojourn 5–6 Days

Tuscan Wine Tour 4 Days

Amalfi Coast 7 Days

Wonders of Ancient Sicily 12–14 Days
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Grand Tour


Turin

Genoa

Padua

Venice

Bologna

Florence

Viterbo

Rome

Naples
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GRAND TOUR
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Taking in Italy’s greatest hits, the Grand Tour was the gap-year trip of its day, a liberating search for art and enlightenment, adventure and debauchery.






TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
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12–14 DAYS

1390KM / 864 MILES

GREAT FOR…

[image: icon-book] [image: icon-wine]

BEST TIME TO GO

Spring (March to May) is perfect for urban sightseeing.

[image: iconphotogif] ESSENTIAL PHOTO

Florence’s multicoloured, marble duomo (cathedral).

[image: iconcheckgif] BEST FOR HISTORY

Rome, the repository of over 2000 years of European history.
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Grand Tour




From the Savoy palaces of Turin and Leonardo’s The Last Supper to the disreputable drinking dens of Genoa and pleasure palaces of Rome, the Grand Tour is part scholar’s pilgrimage and part rite of passage. Offering a chance to view some of the world’s greatest masterpieces and hear Vivaldi played on 18th-century cellos, it’s a rollicking trip filled with the sights, sounds and tastes that have shaped European society for centuries.
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Top of Chapter

1 Turin

In his travel guide, Voyage through Italy (1670), travel writer and tutor Richard Lassels advocated a grand cultural tour of Europe, and in particular Italy, for young English aristocrats, during which the study of classical antiquity and the High Renaissance would ready them for future influential roles shaping the political, economic and social realities of the day.

First they travelled through France before crossing the Alps at Mt Cenis and heading to Turin (Torino), where letters of introduction admitted them to the city’s agreeable Parisian-style social whirl. Today Turin’s tree-lined boulevards retain their elegant, French feel and many gilded cafes, such as Caffè Al Bicerin (www.bicerin.it; Piazza della Consolata 5; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-7.30pm Thu-Tue, closed Aug), still serve its signature coffee and chocolate drink – as it has since the 1760s.

Like the Medicis in Florence (Firenze) and the Borghese in Rome (Roma), Turin’s Savoy princes had a penchant for extravagant architecture and interior decor. You suspect they also pined for their hunting lodges in Chambéry, France, from where they originated, as they invited André le Nôtre, Versailles landscaper, to design the gardens of Palazzo Reale (www.museireali.beniculturali.it; Piazza Castello; adult/reduced €12/2, 1st Sun of month Oct-Mar free; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7pm Tue-Sun) in 1697.

54 click here, click here, click here, click here

The Drive » The two-hour (170km) drive to Genoa is all on autostrada, the final stretch twisting through the mountains. Leave Turin following signs for the A55 (towards Alessandria), which quickly merges with the A21 passing through the pretty Piedmontese countryside. Just before Alessandria turn south onto the A26 for Genoa/Livorno. Expect heavier traffic in Genoa as cars are diverted around the collapsed Morandi Bridge.
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[image: icondetourgif] DETOUR:

MILAN

Start: 1 Turin

No Grand Tour would be complete without a detour up the A4 to Milan (Milano) to eyeball Leonardo da Vinci’s iconic mural The Last Supper (Il Cenacolo; [image: iconphonegif]02 9280 0360; www.cenacolovinciano.net; Piazza Santa Maria delle Grazie 2; adult/reduced €10/5, plus booking fee €2; [image: iconhoursgif]8.15am-7pm Tue-Sun; [image: iconMboldgif]Cadorna). Advance booking is essential (booking fee €2).

From his Portrait of a Young Man (c 1486) to portraits of Duke Ludovico Sforza’s beautiful mistresses, The Lady with the Ermine (c 1489) and La Belle Ferronière (c 1490), Leonardo transformed the rigid conventions of portraiture to depict highly individual images imbued with naturalism. Then he evolved concepts of idealised proportions and the depiction of internal emotional states through physical dynamism (St Jerome), all of which cohere in the masterly Il Cenacolo.

While you’re here, take some time to walk around other parts of the city, too (click here).




Top of Chapter

2 Genoa

Some travellers, shy of crossing the Alps, might arrive by boat in Genoa (Genova). Despite its superb location, mild microclimate and lush flora, the city had a dubious reputation. Its historic centre was a warren of dark, insalubrious caruggi (alleys), stalked by prostitutes and beggars, while the excessive shrewdness of the Genovese banking families earned them a reputation, according to author Thomas Nugent, as ‘a treacherous and over-reaching set of people’.

And yet with tourists and businessmen arriving from around the world, Genoa was, and still is, a cosmopolitan place. The Rolli Palaces, a collection of grand mansions originally meant to host visiting popes, dignitaries and royalty, made Via Balbi and Strada Nuova (now Via Giuseppe Garibaldi) two of the most famous streets in Europe. Visit the finest of them, the Palazzo Spinola (www.palazzospinola.beniculturali.it; Piazza Superiore di Pellicceria 1; adult/reduced €6/2; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-7.30pm Tue-Sat) and the Palazzo Reale ([image: iconphonegif]010 271 02 36; www.palazzorealegenova.beniculturali.it; Via Balbi 10; adult/reduced €6/2; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-2pm Tue & Fri, 9am-7pm Wed & Thu, 1.30-7pm Sat & Sun). Afterwards stop for sweets at Pietro Romanengo fu Stefano (www.romanengo.com; Via Soziglia 74r; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7.15pm Mon-Sat).

54 click here, click here

The Drive » This 365km drive takes most of the day, so stop for lunch in Cremona. Although the drive is on autostrada, endless fields of corn line the route. Take the A7 north out of Genoa and at Tortona exit onto the A21 around industrial Piacenza to Brescia. At Brescia, change again onto the A4 direct to Padua.


[image: iconlinkgif] LINK YOUR TRIP

24 Tuscan Wine Tour

Linger in the bucolic hills around Florence and enjoy fine gourmet dining and world-renowned wine-tasting.

29 Amalfi Coast

Play truant from high-minded museums and head south from Naples for the Blue Ribbon drive on the Amalfi Coast.



Top of Chapter

3 Padua

Bound for Venice (Venezia), Grand Tourists could hardly avoid visiting Padua (Padova), although by the 18th century international students no longer flocked to Palazzo Bo ([image: iconphonegif]049 827 39 39; www.unipd.it/en/guidedtours; Via VIII Febbraio 2; adult/reduced €7/4; [image: iconhoursgif]see website for tour times), the Venetian Republic’s radical university where Copernicus and Galileo taught class.

You can visit the university’s claustrophobic, wooden anatomy theatre (the first in the world), although it’s no longer de rigueur to witness dissections on the average tourist itinerary. Afterwards don’t forget to pay your respects to the skulls of noble professors who donated themselves for dissection because of the difficulty involved in acquiring fresh corpses. Their skulls are lined up in the graduation hall.

Beyond the university the melancholy air of the city did little to detain foreign visitors. Even Giotto’s spectacular frescoes in the Cap-pella degli Scrovegni (Scrovegni Chapel; [image: iconphonegif]049 201 00 20; www.cappelladegliscrovegni.it; Piazza Eremitani 8; adult/reduced €13/8, night ticket €8/6; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7pm, night ticket 7-10pm), where advance reservations are essential, were of limited interest given medieval art was out of fashion, and only devout Catholics ventured to revere the strange relics of St Anthony in the Basilica di Sant’Antonio (Il Santo; [image: iconphonegif]049 822 56 52; www.basilicadelsanto.org; Piazza del Santo; [image: iconhoursgif]6.20am-6.45pm Mon-Sat, to 7.45pm Sun).

The Drive » Barely 40km from Venice, the drive from Padua is through featureless areas of light industry along the A4 and then the A57.
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Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

4 Venice

Top of the itinerary, Venice at last! Then, as now, La Serenissima’s watery landscape captured the imagination of travellers. At Carnevale (www.carnevale.venezia.it) in February numbers swelled to 30,000; now they number in the hundreds of thousands. You cannot take your car onto the lagoon islands so leave it in a secure garage in Mestre, such as Garage Europa Mestre ([image: iconphonegif]041 95 92 02; www.garageeuropamestre.com; Corso del Popolo 55; per day €15; [image: iconhoursgif]8am-10pm), and hop on the train to Venice Santa Lucia where water taxis connect to all the islands.

Aside from the mind-improving art in the Gallerie dell’Accademia ([image: iconphonegif]041 522 22 47; www.gallerieaccademia.it; Campo de la Carità 1050; adult/reduced €12/2; [image: iconhoursgif]8.15am-2pm Mon, to 7.15pm Tue-Sun; [image: iconboatgif]Accademia) and extraordinary architectural masterpieces such as the Palazzo Ducale, the Campanile, Longhena’s Chiesa di Santa Maria della Salute and the glittering domes of the Basilica di San Marco (St Mark’s Basilica; [image: iconphonegif]041 270 83 11; www.basilicasanmarco.it; Piazza San Marco; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-5pm Mon-Sat, 2-5pm Sun summer, to 4.30pm Sun winter; [image: iconboatgif]San Marco), Venice was considered an exciting den of debauchery. Venetian wives were notorious for keeping handsome escorts (cicisbeo), and whole areas of town were given over to venality. One of Venice’s best restaurants, Antiche Carampane ([image: iconphonegif]041 524 01 65; www.antichecarampane.com; Rio Terà de le Carampane 1911; meals €55-63; [image: iconhoursgif]12.45-2.30pm & 7.30-10.30pm Tue-Sat; [image: iconboatgif]San Stae), is located in what was once a den of vice, so called because of the notorious brothel at Palazzo Ca’Rampani.

Eighteenth-century tourists would inevitably have stopped for coffee at the newly opened Caffè Florian ([image: iconphonegif]041 520 56 41; www.caffeflorian.com; Piazza San Marco 57; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-11pm; [image: iconboatgif]San Marco) and paid a visit to the opera house, Teatro La Fenice ([image: iconphonegif]041 78 66 54; www.teatrolafenice.it; Campo San Fantin 1977; tickets €25-250; [image: iconboatgif]Giglio), to hear ground-breaking concerts now being revived by the Venice Music Project ([image: iconphonegif]345 791 1948; www.venicemusicproject.it; St George’s Anglican Church, Campo San Vio; adult/reduced €30/25; [image: iconhoursgif]Mar-Jun & Sep-Nov; [image: iconboatgif]Accademia).


For more earthly pleasures take a tour of Venice’s centuries-old markets with a gourmet food walk (click here).

54 click here, click here, click here, click here

The Drive » Retrace your steps to Padua on the A57 and A4 and navigate around the ring road in the direction of Bologna to pick up the A13 southwest for this short two-hour drive. After Padua the autostrada dashes through wide-open farmland and crosses the Po river, which forms the southern border of the Veneto.
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WHY THIS IS A CLASSIC TRIP

DUNCAN GARWOOD, WRITER

[image: image]

Inspired by the 18th-century Grand Tour, this timeless route retraces the footsteps of the trailblazing tourists who set off for Italy in search of sun, culture and perhaps a little illicit adventure. Covering the country’s show-stopping cities, it offers travellers a view of Italy’s very best art, architecture and antiquities, while transporting them from snow-capped Alpine peaks to sun-kissed southern shores.



Top of Chapter

5 Bologna

Home to Europe’s oldest university (established in 1088) and once the stomping ground of Dante, Boccaccio and Petrarch, Bologna had an enviable reputation for courtesy and culture. Its historic centre, complete with 20 soaring towers, is one of the best-preserved medieval cities in the world. In the Basilica di San Petronio ([image: iconphonegif]051 648 06 11; www.basilicadisanpetronio.org; Piazza Maggiore; photo pass €2; [image: iconhoursgif]7.45am-1.30pm & 3-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 7.45am-6.30pm Sat & Sun), originally intended to dwarf St Peter’s in Rome, Giovanni Cassini’s sundial (1655) proved the problems with the Julian calendar giving us the leap year, while Bolognesi students advanced human knowledge in obstetrics, natural science, zoology and anthropology. You can peer at their strange model waxworks and studiously labelled collections in the Palazzo Poggi (www.sma.unibo.it/it/il-sistema-museale/museo-di-palazzo-poggi; Via Zamboni 33; adult/reduced €5/3; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-4pm Tue-Fri, 10.30am-6pm Sat & Sun).

In art as in science, the School of Bologna gave birth to the Carracci brothers Annibale and Agostino and their cousin Ludovico, who were among the founding fathers of Italian baroque and were deeply influenced by the Counter-Reformation. See their emotionally charged blockbusters in the Pinacoteca Nazionale (www.pinacotecabologna.beniculturali.it; Via delle Belle Arti 56; adult/reduced €6/3; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-7.30pm Tue-Sun Sep-Jun, 8.30am-2pm Tue-Wed & 1.45-7.30pm Thu-Sun Jul & Aug).

54 click here, click here

The Drive » Bologna sits at the intersection of the A1, A13 and A14. From the centre navigate west out of the city, across the river Reno, onto the A1. From here it’s a straight shot into Florence for 100km, leaving the Po plains behind you and entering the low hills of Emilia-Romagna and the forested valleys of Tuscany.


[image: icontoptipgif] Top Tip:

JUMP THE QUEUE IN FLORENCE

In July, August and other busy periods such as Easter, long queues are a fact of life at Florence’s key museums. For a fee of €4 each, tickets to the Uffizi and Galleria dell’Accademia (where David lives) can be booked in advance. Book at www.firenzemusei.it.



Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

6 Florence

From Filippo Brunelleschi’s red-tiled dome atop Florence’s Duomo (Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore; [image: iconphonegif]055 230 28 85; www.museumflorence.com; Piazza del Duomo; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Mon-Wed & Fri, to 4.30pm Thu & Sat, 1.30-4.45pm Sun) to Michelangelo’s and Botticelli’s greatest hits, David and The Birth of Venus, in the Galleria dell’Accademia ([image: iconphonegif]055 238 86 09; www.galleriaaccademiafirenze.beniculturali.it; Via Ricasoli 60; adult/reduced €12/6; [image: iconhoursgif]8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun) and the Galleria degli Uffizi (Uffizi Gallery; [image: iconphonegif]055 29 48 83; www.uffizi.it; Piazzale degli Uffizi 6; adult/reduced Mar-Oct €20/10, Nov-Feb €12/6; [image: iconhoursgif]8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun), Florence, according to Unesco, contains the highest number of artistic masterpieces in the world.

Whereas Rome and Milan have torn themselves down and been rebuilt many times, incorporating a multitude of architectural whims, central Florence looks much as it did in 1550, with stone towers and cypress-lined gardens.

54 click here, click here

The Drive » The next 210km, continuing south along the A1, travels through some of Italy’s most lovely scenery. Just southwest of Florence the vineyards of Greve in Chianti harbour some great farm stays, while Arezzo is to the east. Exit at Orvieto and follow on the SR71 and SR2 for the final 45km into Viterbo.
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Top of Chapter

7 Viterbo

From Florence the road to Rome crossed the dreaded and pestilential campagna (countryside), a swampy, mosquito-infested low-lying area. Unlike now, inns en route were uncomfortable and hazardous, so travellers hurried through Siena, stocking up on wine for the rough road ahead. They also stopped briefly in medieval Viterbo for a quick douse in the thermal springs at the Terme dei Papi ([image: iconphonegif]0761 35 01; www.termedeipapi.it; Strada Bagni 12; pool weekday/Sat & Sun/Sat night €12/18/20; [image: iconhoursgif]pool 9am-8pm Wed-Mon summer, to 7pm winter, 9pm-1am Sat year-round), and a tour of the High Renaissance gardens at Villa Lante ([image: iconphonegif]0761 28 80 08; Via Barozzi 71, Bagnaia; adult/reduced €5/2; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-1hr before sunset Tue-Sun).

The Drive » Rejoin the A1 after a 28km drive along the rural SS675. For the next 40km the A1 descends through Lazio, criss-crossing the Tevere river and keeping the ridge of the Apennines to the left as it darts through tunnels. At Fiano Romano exit for Roma Nord and follow the A1dir and SS4 (Via Salaria) for the final 20km push into the capital.


[image: icontoptipgif] Top Tip:

ROME INFORMATION LINE

The Comune di Roma (Rome city council) runs a phone line ([image: iconphonegif]06 06 08; www.060608.it; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7pm) providing info on sights, events, transport and accommodation. You can also book theatre, concert, exhibition and museum tickets. Staff speak English, as well as French, Spanish, German and Japanese. Its website is also a good source of up-to-date information.



Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

8 Rome

In the 18th century Rome, even in ruins, was still thought of as the august capital of the world. Here more than anywhere the Grand Tourist was awakened to an interest in art and architecture, although the Colosseum (Colosseo; [image: iconphonegif]06 3996 7700; www.parcocolosseo.it; Piazza del Colosseo; adult/reduced incl Roman Forum & Palatino €12/7.50, SUPER ticket €18/13.50; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-1hr before sunset; [image: iconMboldgif]Colosseo) was still filled with debris and the Palatine Hill (Palatino; [image: iconphonegif]06 3996 7700; www.parcocolosseo.it; Via di San Gregorio 30, Piazza di Santa Maria Nova; adult/reduced incl Colosseum & Roman Forum €12/7.50, SUPER ticket €18/13.50; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-1hr before sunset; some SUPER ticket sites Mon, Wed, Fri & morning Sun only; [image: iconMboldgif]Colosseo) was covered in gardens, its excavated treasures slowly accumulating in the world’s oldest national museum, the Capitoline Museums (Musei Capitolini; [image: iconphonegif]06 06 08; www.museicapitolini.org; Piazza del Campidoglio 1; adult/reduced €11.50/9.50; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-7.30pm, last admission 6.30pm; [image: iconbusgif]Piazza Venezia).

Arriving through the Porta del Popolo, visitors first espied the dome of St Peter’s (Basilica di San Pietro; [image: iconphonegif]06 6988 3731; www.vatican.va; St Peter’s Sq; [image: iconhoursgif]7am-7pm Apr-Sep, to 6pm Oct-Mar; [image: iconbusgif]Piazza del Risorgimento, [image: iconMboldgif]Ottaviano-San Pietro) before clattering along the corso to the customs house. Once done, they headed to the Piazza di Spagna – the city’s principal meeting place where Keats penned his love poems and died of consumption – and nearby Trevi Fountain.

Although the Pantheon (www.pantheonroma.com; Piazza della Rotonda; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm Sun; [image: iconbusgif]Largo di Torre Argentina) and Vatican Museums (Musei Vaticani; [image: iconphonegif]06 6988 4676; www.museivaticani.va; Viale Vaticano; adult/reduced €17/8; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 2pm last Sun of month, last entry 2hr before close; [image: iconbusgif]Piazza del Risorgimento, [image: iconMboldgif]Ottaviano-San Pietro) were a must, most travellers preferred to socialise in the grounds of the Borghese Palace ([image: iconphonegif]06 3 28 10; http://galleriaborghese.beniculturali.it; Piazzale del Museo Borghese 5; adult/child €15/8.50; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7pm Tue-Sun; [image: iconbusgif]Via Pinciana).

Follow their example and mix the choicest sights with more venal pleasures such as fine dining at Aroma ([image: iconphonegif]06 9761 5109; www.aromarestaurant.it; Via Labicana 125; meals €120-180; [image: iconhoursgif]12.30-3pm & 7.30-11.30pm; [image: iconbusgif]Via Labicana) and souvenir shopping at antique perfumery Officina Profumo Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella ([image: iconphonegif]06 687 96 08; www.smnovella.com; Corso del Rinascimento 47; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat; [image: iconbusgif]Corso del Rinascimento).

54 click here, click here

The Drive » Past Rome the landscape is hotter and drier, trees give way to Mediterranean shrubbery and the grass starts to yellow. Beyond the vineyards of Frascati, just 20km south of Rome, the A1 runs 225km to Naples (Napoli), a two-hour drive that can take longer if there’s heavy traffic.

Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

9 Naples

Only the more adventurous Grand Tourists continued south to the salacious southern city of Naples. At the time Mt Vesuvius glowed menacingly on the bay, erupting no less than six times during the 18th century and eight times in the 19th century. But Naples was the home of opera and commedia dell’arte (improvised comedic drama satirising stock social stereotypes), and singing lessons and seats at Teatro San Carlo ([image: iconphonegif]box office 081 797 23 31; www.teatrosancarlo.it; Via San Carlo 98; [image: iconhoursgif]box office 10am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Sun; [image: iconbusgif]R2 to Via San Carlo, [image: iconMboldgif]Municipio) were obligatory.

Then there were the myths of Virgil and Dante to explore at Lago d’Averno and Campi Flegrei (the Phlegrean Fields). And, after the discovery of Pompeii ([image: iconphonegif]081 857 53 47; www.pompeiisites.org; entrances at Porta Marina & Piazza Anfiteatro; adult/reduced €15/2; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7.30pm Mon-Fri, from 8.30am Sat & Sun, last entry 6pm Apr-Oct, 9am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, from 8.30am Sat & Sun, last entry 3.30pm Nov-Mar; [image: iconbostontgif]Circumvesuviana to Pompei Scavi–Villa dei Misteri) in 1748, the unfolding drama of a Roman town in its death throes drew throngs of mawkish voyeurs. Then, as now, it was one of the most popular tourist sights in Italy and its priceless mosaics, frescoes and colossal sculptures filled the Museo Archeologico Nazionale ([image: iconphonegif]848 800288; www.museoarcheologiconapoli.it; Piazza Museo Nazionale 19; adult/reduced €15/2; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7.30pm Wed-Mon; [image: iconMboldgif]Museo, Piazza Cavour).

4 click here
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EATING & SLEEPING

1 Turin

5 Fiorio Cafe

(www.caffefiorio.it; Via Po 8; [image: iconhoursgif]8am-1am) Garner literary inspiration in Mark Twain’s old window seat as you contemplate the gilded interior of a cafe where 19th-century students once plotted revolutions and the Count of Cavour deftly played whist. The bittersweet hot chocolate remains inspirational.

2 Genoa

5 Trattoria Rosmarino Trattoria €€

([image: iconphonegif]010 251 04 75; www.trattoriarosmarino.it; Salita del Fondaco 30; meals €28-34; [image: iconhoursgif]12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10.30pm Mon-Sat) Rosmarino cooks up the standard local specialities, yes, but the straightforwardly priced menu has an elegance and vibrancy that sets it apart. With two nightly sittings, there’s always a nice buzz (though there are also enough nooks and crannies that a romantic night for two isn’t out of the question). Call ahead for an evening table.

2 Cremona

5 Hosteria 700 Lombard €€

([image: iconphonegif]0372 3 61 75; www.hosteria700.com; Piazza Gallina 1; meals €33-40; [image: iconhoursgif]noon-2.45pm Wed-Mon, 7-11pm Wed-Sun) Behind the dilapidated facade lurks a diamond in the rough. Some of the vaulted rooms come with ceiling frescoes, dark timber tables come with ancient wooden chairs, and the hearty Lombard cuisine comes at a refreshingly competitive cost.

4 Venice

5 Grancaffè Quadri Cafe

([image: iconphonegif]041 522 21 05; www.alajmo.it; Piazza San Marco 121; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-midnight; [image: iconboatgif]San Marco) Powdered wigs seem appropriate inside this baroque bar-cafe that’s been serving happy hours since 1638. During Carnevale, costumed Quadri revellers party like it’s 1699 – despite prices shooting up to €15 for a spritz. Grab a seat on the piazza to watch the best show in town: the basilica’s golden mosaics ablaze in the sunset.

5 CoVino Venetian €€

([image: iconphonegif]041 241 27 05; www.covinovenezia.com; Calle del Pestrin 3829; fixed-price menu lunch €27-36, dinner €40; [image: iconhoursgif]12.45-2.30pm & 7pm-midnight Thu-Mon; [image: iconwifigif]; [image: iconboatgif]Arsenale) Tiny CoVino has only 14 seats but demonstrates bags of ambition with its inventive, seasonal menu inspired by the Venetian terroir. Speciality products are selected from Slow Food Foundation producers, and the charming waiters make enthusiastic recommendations from the wine list. Only a three-course set menu is available at dinner; however, you can choose from two fixed-price options at lunch.

4 Locanda Fiorita Boutique Hotel €€

([image: iconphonegif]041 523 47 54; www.locandafiorita.com; Campiello Novo 3457a; d €80-180; [image: iconacongif][image: iconwifigif]; [image: iconboatgif]San Samuele) Few budget digs can match this smart 10-room hotel with flower-draped terraces and dreamy views of Chiesa di Santo Stefano from its rooms. Petite bedrooms offer a chic, updated take on Venetian style, with Rubelli-style fabrics and period furnishings. Room 10 has a private terrace. Head out for aperitivo on the roof terrace of adjoining B&B Bloom (same management) and breakfast in Campiello Novo.


5 Bologna

5 All’Osteria Bottega Osteria €€

([image: iconphonegif]051 58 51 11; Via Santa Caterina 51; meals €36-41; [image: iconhoursgif]12.30-2.30pm & 8-10.30pm Tue-Sat) At Bologna’s temple of culinary contentment, owners Daniele and Valeria lavish attention on every table between trips to the kitchen for astonishing plates of culatello di Zibello ham, tortellini in capon broth, Petroniana-style veal cutlets (breaded and fried, then topped with prosciutto di Parma and parmigiano reggiano, and pan-sauteed in broth), off-menu speciality pigeon and other Slow Food delights.

4 Bologna nel Cuore B&B €€

([image: iconphonegif]329 2193354; www.bolognanelcuore.it; Via Cesare Battisti 29; s €90-120, d €125-145, apt €130-145; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconacongif][image: iconwifigif]) This centrally located, immaculate and well-loved B&B features a pair of bright, high-ceilinged rooms with pretty tiled bathrooms and endless mod cons, plus two comfortable, spacious apartments with kitchen and laundry facilities. Owner and art historian Maria generously shares her knowledge of Bologna and serves breakfasts featuring jams made with fruit picked near her childhood home in the Dolomites.

6 Florence

5 Trattoria Mario Tuscan €

([image: iconphonegif]055 21 85 50; www.trattoria-mario.com; Via Rosina 2; meals €25; [image: iconhoursgif]noon-3.30pm Mon-Sat, closed 3 weeks Aug; [image: iconacongif]) Arrive by noon to ensure a spot at this noisy, busy, brilliant trattoria – a legend that retains its soul (and allure with locals) despite being in every guidebook. Charming Fabio, whose grandfather opened the place in 1953, is front of house while big brother Romeo and nephew Francesco cook with speed in the kitchen. No advance reservations; cash only.

4 Hotel Davanzati Hotel €€

([image: iconphonegif]055 28 66 66; www.hoteldavanzati.it; Via Porta Rossa 5; s/d €202/252; [image: iconacongif][image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif]) Twenty-six steps lead up to this family-run hotel. A labyrinth of enchanting rooms, frescoes and modern comforts, it oozes charm – as do Florentine brothers Tommaso and Riccardo, and father Fabrizio, who run the show. Rooms come with a mini iPad (meaning free wi-fi around town), direct messaging with the hotel, handy digital city guide and complimentary access to a nearby gym.

8 Rome

5 Salumeria Roscioli Ristorante €€€

([image: iconphonegif]06 687 52 87; www.salumeriaroscioli.com; Via dei Giubbonari 21; meals €55; [image: iconhoursgif]12.30-4pm & 7pm-midnight Mon-Sat; [image: icontramgif]Via Arenula) The name Roscioli has long been a byword for foodie excellence in Rome, and this deli-restaurant is the place to experience it. Tables are set alongside the counter, laden with mouth-watering Italian and foreign delicacies, and in a small bottle-lined space behind. The food, including traditional Roman pastas, is top notch and there are some truly outstanding wines. Reservations essential.

4 Residenza Maritti Guesthouse €€

([image: iconphonegif]06 678 82 33; www.residenzamaritti.com; Via Tor de’ Conti 17; s €100, d €130-180, tr €150-200, q €170-210; [image: iconacongif][image: iconwifigif]; [image: iconMboldgif]Cavour) With stunning views over the nearby forums and Vittoriano, this hidden gem has 13 rooms spread across three floors. Some are bright and modern; others are more cosy with antiques, original tiled floors and family furniture. There’s a fully equipped kitchen and a buffet breakfast is served in the bistro next door.

9 Naples

4 Hotel Piazza Bellini Boutique Hotel €€

([image: iconphonegif]081 45 17 32; www.hotelpiazzabellini.com; Via Santa Maria di Costantinopoli 101; d €90-190; [image: iconacongif][image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif]; [image: iconMboldgif]Dante) Only steps from the bars and nightlife of Piazza Bellini, this sharp, hip hotel occupies a 16th-century palazzo, its pure-white spaces spiked with original majolica tiles, vaulted ceilings and piperno-stone paving. Rooms are modern and functional, with designer fittings, fluffy duvets and chic bathrooms with excellent showers. Four rooms on the 5th and 6th floors feature panoramic terraces.




World Heritage Wonders


Rome

Siena

Florence

Pisa

Modena

Verona

Padua

Venice





[image: classictrip]


WORLD HERITAGE WONDERS
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From Rome to Venice, this tour of Unesco World Heritage Sites takes in some of Italy’s greatest hits, including the Colosseum and the Leaning Tower of Pisa, and some lesser-known treasures.






TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
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14 DAYS

870km / 540 miles

GREAT FOR…

[image: icon-book] [image: icon-wine]

BEST TIME TO GO

April, May and September for ideal sightseeing weather and local produce.

[image: iconphotogif] ESSENTIAL PHOTO

Roman Forum from the Palatino.

[image: iconcheckgif] BEST FOR ART

Florence’s Galleria degli Uffizi.
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Siena Duomo di Siena
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World Heritage Wonders




Topping the Unesco charts with 54 World Heritage Sites, Italy offers the full gamut, ranging from historic city centres and human-made masterpieces to snow-capped mountains and areas of outstanding natural beauty. This trip through central and northern Italy touches on the country’s unparalleled artistic and architectural legacy, taking in ancient Roman ruins, priceless Renaissance paintings, great cathedrals and, to cap it all off, Venice’s unique canal-scape.
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Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

1 Rome

An epic, monumental metropolis, Italy’s capital is a city of thrilling beauty and high drama. Its historic centre, which according to Unesco has some of antiquity’s most important monuments, has been a World Heritage Site since 1980, and the Vatican, technically a separate state but in reality located within Rome’s city limits, has been on the Unesco list since 1984.

Of Rome’s many ancient monuments, the most iconic is the Colosseum (Colosseo; [image: iconphonegif]06 3996 7700; www.parcocolosseo.it; Piazza del Colosseo; adult/reduced incl Roman Forum & Palatino €12/7.50, SUPER ticket €18/13.50; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-1hr before sunset; [image: iconMboldgif]Colosseo), the towering 1st-century-AD amphitheatre where gladiators met in mortal combat and condemned criminals fought off wild beasts. Nearby, the Palatine Hill (Palatino; [image: iconphonegif]06 3996 7700; www.parcocolosseo.it; Via di San Gregorio 30, Piazza di Santa Maria Nova; adult/reduced incl Colosseum & Roman Forum €12/7.50, SUPER ticket €18/13.50; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-1hr before sunset; some SUPER ticket sites Mon, Wed, Fri & morning Sun only; [image: iconMboldgif]Colosseo) was the ancient city’s most exclusive neighbourhood, as well as its oldest – Romulus and Remus supposedly founded the city here in 753 BC. From the Palatino, you can stroll down to the skeletal ruins of the Roman Forum (Foro Romano; [image: iconphonegif]06 3996 7700; www.parcocolosseo.it; Largo della Salara Vecchia, Piazza di Santa Maria Nova; adult/reduced incl Colosseum & Palatino €12/7.50, SUPER ticket €18/13.50; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-1hr before sunset; SUPER ticket sites Tue, Thu, Sat & afternoon Sun only; [image: iconbusgif]Via dei Fori Imperiali), the once-beating heart of the ancient city. All three sights are covered by a single ticket.


To complete your tour of classical wonders search out the Pantheon (www.pantheonroma.com; Piazza della Rotonda; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm Sun; [image: iconbusgif]Largo di Torre Argentina), the best preserved of Rome’s ancient monuments. One of the most influential buildings in the world, this domed temple, now a church, is an extraordinary sight with its vast columned portico and soaring marble-clad interior.

54 click here, click here

The Drive » The easiest route to Siena, about three hours away, is via the A1 autostrada. Join this from the Rome ring road, the GRA (Grande Raccordo Anulare), and head north, past Orvieto’s dramatic clifftop cathedral, to the Valdichiano exit. Take this and follow signs onto the Raccordo Siena-Bettolle (E78) for the last leg into Siena.

[image: image]
St Peter’s Basilica, Rome
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[image: iconlinkgif] LINK YOUR TRIP

20 Etruscan Tuscany & Lazio

From Rome take the A12 autostrada up to Cerveteri and connect with this tour of ancient Etruscan treasures.

24 Tuscan Wine Tour

From Florence head south to Tuscany’s Chianti wine country to indulge in some wine tasting at the area’s historic vineyards.
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TRIP HIGHLIGHT

2 Siena

Siena is one of Italy’s most enchanting medieval towns. Its walled centre, a beautifully preserved warren of dark lanes, Gothic palazzi (mansions) and pretty piazzas, is centred on Piazza del Campo (known as Il Campo), the sloping shell-shaped square that stages the city’s annual horse race, Il Palio, on 2 July and 16 August.

On the piazza, the 102m-high Torre del Mangia ([image: iconphonegif]0577 29 26 15; ticket@comune.siena.it; Palazzo Pubblico, Piazza del Campo 1; adult/family €10/25; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-6.15pm Mar–mid-Oct, to 3.15pm mid-Oct–Feb) soars above the Gothic Palazzo Pubblico (Palazzo Comunale), home to the city’s finest art museum, the Museo Civico (Civic Museum; [image: iconphonegif]0577 29 26 15; Palazzo Pubblico, Piazza del Campo 1; adult/reduced €10/9, with Torre del Mangia €15, with Torre del Mangia & Complesso Museale di Santa Maria della Scala €20; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-6.15pm mid-Mar–Oct, to 5.15pm Nov–mid-Mar). Of Siena’s churches, the one to see is the 13th-century Duomo (Cattedrale di Santa Maria Assunta; [image: iconphonegif]0577 28 63 00; www.operaduomo.siena.it; Piazza Duomo; Mar-Oct €5, Nov-Feb free, when floor displayed €8; [image: iconhoursgif]10.30am-6.30pm Mon-Sat & 1.30-5.30pm Sun Mar-Oct, 10.30am-5pm Mon-Sat & 1.30-5pm Sun Nov-Feb), one of Italy’s greatest Gothic churches. Highlights include the remarkable white, green and red facade, and, inside, the magnificent inlaid marble floor that illustrates historical and biblical stories.

5 click here, click here

The Drive » There are two alternatives to get to Florence. The quickest, which is via the fast RA3 Siena–Firenze Raccordo, takes about 1½ hours. But if you have the time, we recommend the scenic SR222, which snakes through the Chianti wine country, passing through quintessential hilltop towns and vine-laden slopes. Reckon on at least 2½ hours for this route.

[image: image]
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[image: icondetourgif] DETOUR:

SAN GIMIGNANO

Start: 2 Siena

Dubbed the medieval Manhattan thanks to its 14 11th-century towers, San Gimignano is a classic hilltop town and an easy detour from Siena.

From the car park next to Porta San Giovanni, it’s a short walk up to Palazzo Comunale ([image: iconphonegif]0577 28 63 00; www.sangimignanomusei.it; Piazza del Duomo 2; combined Civic Museums ticket adult/reduced €9/7; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-7pm Apr-Sep, 11am-5pm Oct-Mar), which houses the town’s art gallery, the Pinacoteca, and tallest tower, the Torre Grossa. Nearby, the Romanesque basilica, known as the Collegiata (Duomo; Basilica di Santa Maria Assunta; [image: iconphonegif]0577 28 63 00; www.duomosangimignano.it; Piazza del Duomo; adult/reduced €4/2; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-7pm Mon-Sat, 12.30-7pm Sun Apr-Oct, 10am-4.30pm Mon-Sat, 12.30-4.30pm Sun Nov-Mar, closed 2nd half Jan & 2nd half Nov), has some remarkable Ghirlandaio frescoes.

Before leaving town, be sure to sample the local Vernaccia wine at the Vernaccia di San Gimignano Wine Experience ([image: iconphonegif]0577 94 12 67; www.sangimignanomuseovernaccia.com; Via della Rocca 1; [image: iconhoursgif]11.30am-7.30pm Apr-Oct, to 6.30pm Nov & Mar, closed Dec-Feb) next to the Rocca (fortress).

San Gimignano is about 40km northwest of Siena. Head for Florence on the RA3 until Poggibonsi and then pick up the SS429.



Top of Chapter

3 Florence

Cradle of the Renaissance and home of Michelangelo, Machiavelli and the Medici, Florence (Firenze) is magnetic, romantic, unique and busy. A couple of days is not long here but it’s enough for a breathless introduction to the city’s top sights, many of which can be enjoyed on foot (click here).

Towering above the medieval skyline, the Duomo (Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore; [image: iconphonegif]055 230 28 85; www.museumflorence.com; Piazza del Duomo; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Mon-Wed & Fri, to 4.30pm Thu & Sat, 1.30-4.45pm Sun) dominates the city centre with its famous red-tiled dome and striking facade. A short hop away, Piazza della Signoria opens onto the sculpture-filled Loggia dei Lanzi and the Torre d’Arnolfo above Palazzo Vecchio ([image: iconphonegif]055 276 85 58; www.musefirenze.it; Piazza della Sig-noria; adult/reduced museum €12.50/10, tower €12.50/10, museum & tower €17.50/15, museum & archaeological tour €16/13.50, archaeological tour €4, combination ticket €19.50/17.50; [image: iconhoursgif]museum 9am-11pm Fri-Wed, to 2pm Thu Apr-Sep, 9am-7pm Fri-Wed, to 2pm Thu Oct-Mar, tower 9am-9pm Fri-Wed, to 2pm Thu Apr-Sep, 10am-5pm Fri-Wed, to 2pm Thu Oct-Mar), Florence’s lavish City Hall.

Next to the palazzo, the Galleria degli Uffizi (Uffizi Gallery; [image: iconphonegif]055 29 48 83; www.uffizi.it; Piazzale degli Uffizi 6; adult/reduced Mar-Oct €20/10, Nov-Feb €12/6; [image: iconhoursgif]8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun) houses one of the world’s great art collections, including works by Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael and many other Renaissance maestros.

54 click here, click here, click here, click here

The Drive » From Florence it’s about 1½ hours to Pisa along the A11 autostrada or just over an hour using the speedy, toll-free FI-PI-LI (SS67) linking the two cities. At the end of either route, follow signs to Pisa centro.
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WHY THIS IS A CLASSIC TRIP

DUNCAN GARWOOD, WRITER

[image: image]

Every one of the towns and cities on this drive is special. The great treasures of Rome, Florence and Venice are amazing but, for me, it’s the lesser-known highlights that make this such an incredible trip – Siena’s Gothic Duomo, Modena’s stunning Romanesque cathedral, the Cappella degli Scrovegni in Padua, and Verona’s gorgeous medieval centre.




Top of Chapter

4 Pisa

Once a maritime republic to rival Genoa and Venice, Pisa now owes its fame to an architectural project gone horribly wrong. The Leaning Tower (Torre Pendente; [image: iconphonegif]050 83 50 11; www.opapisa.it; Piazza del Duomo; €18; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-10pm mid-Jun–Aug, 9am-8pm Apr–mid-Jun & Sep, to 7pm Oct & Mar, to 6pm Nov-Feb) is an extraordinary sight and one of Italy’s most photographed monuments. The tower, originally erected as a campanile (bell tower) in the late 12th century, is one of three Romanesque buildings on the immaculate lawns of Piazza dei Miracoli (also known as Campo dei Miracoli or Piazza del Duomo).

The candy-striped Duomo (Duomo di Santa Maria Assunta; [image: iconphonegif]050 83 50 11; www.opapisa.it; Piazza del Duomo; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-8pm Mar-Oct, 10am-6pm or 7pm Nov-Feb), begun in 1063, has a graceful tiered facade and cavernous interior, while to its west, the cupcake-like Battistero (Battistero di San Giovanni; [image: iconphonegif]050 83 50 11; www.opapisa.it; Piazza del Duomo; €5, combination ticket with Camposanto or Museo delle Sinopie €7, Camposanto & Museo delle Sinopie €8; [image: iconhoursgif]8am-8pm Apr-Oct, 9am-6pm or 7pm Nov-Mar) is something of an architectural hybrid, with a Pisan-Romanesque lower section and a Gothic upper level and dome. End your Piazza dei Miracoli foray with a saunter atop the city’s old medieval walls, Mura di Pisa ([image: iconphonegif]050 098 74 80; www.muradipisa.it; Piazza del Duomo; adult/reduced €3/free; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7pm summer, 10am-3.30pm winter; [image: iconfamilygif]).

5 click here

The Drive » It’s a 2½-hour drive up to Modena from Pisa. Head back towards Florence on the A11 and then pick up the A1 to Bologna. Continue as the road twists and falls through the wooded Apennines before flattening out near Bologna. Exit at Modena Sud (Modena South) and follow signs for the centro.

[image: image]
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5 Modena

One of Italy’s top foodie towns, Modena has a stunning medieval centre and a trio of Unesco-listed sights. First up is the gorgeous Duomo (Cattedrale Metropolitana di Santa Maria Assunta e San Geminiano; www.duomodimodena.it; Corso Duomo; [image: iconhoursgif]7am-12.30pm & 3.30-7pm Mon, 7am-7pm Tue-Sun), which is widely considered to be Italy’s finest Romanesque church. Features to look out for include the Gothic rose window and a series of bas-reliefs depicting scenes from Genesis.

Nearby, the 13th-century Torre Ghirlandina (www.unesco.modena.it; Corso Duomo; adult/reduced €3/2; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-1pm & 3-7pm Tue-Fri, 9.30am-7pm Sat & Sun Apr-Sep, to 5.30pm Oct-Mar), an 87m-high tower topped by a Gothic spire, was named after Seville’s Giralda bell tower by exiled Spanish Jews in the early 16th century. The last of the Unesco threesome is Piazza Grande, just south of the cathedral. The city’s focal square, this is flanked by the porticoed Palazzo Comunale, Modena’s elegant town hall.

54 click here, click here

The Drive » From Modena reckon on about 1¼ hours to Verona, via the A22 and A4 autostradas. Follow the A22 as it traverses the flat Po valley plain, passing the medieval town of Mantua (Mantova; worth a quick break) before connecting with the A4. Turn off at Verona Sud and follow signs for the city centre.


WORLD HERITAGE SITES

With 54 World Heritage Sites, Italy has more than any other country. But what exactly is a World Heritage Site? Basically it’s anywhere that Unesco’s World Heritage Committee decides is of ‘outstanding universal value’ and inscribes on the World Heritage List. It could be a natural wonder such as the Great Barrier Reef in Australia or a human-made icon such as New York’s Statue of Liberty, a historic city centre or a great work of art or architecture.

The list was set up in 1972 and has since grown to include 1121 sites from 167 countries. Italy first got in on the act in 1979 when it successfully nominated its first entry – the prehistoric rock drawings of the Valcamonica valley in northeastern Lombardy. The inscription process requires sites to be nominated by a country and then independently evaluated. If they pass scrutiny and meet at least one of 10 selection criteria, they get the green light at the World Heritage Committee’s annual meeting. Once on the list, sites qualify for management support and access to the World Heritage Fund.

Italian nominations have generally fared well and since Rome’s historic centre and the Chiesa di Santa Maria delle Grazie in Milan were inscribed in 1980, many of the nation’s greatest attractions have made it onto the list – the historic centres of Florence, Naples, Siena and San Gimignano; the cities of Venice, Verona and Ferrara; the archaeological sites of Pompeii, Paestum and Agrigento; as well as natural beauties such as the Amalfi Coast, Aeolian Islands, Dolomites and Tuscany’s Val d’Orcia.




Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

6 Verona

A World Heritage Site since 2000, Verona’s historic centre is a beautiful compilation of architectural styles and inspiring buildings. Chief among these is its stunning Roman amphitheatre, known as the Arena ([image: iconphonegif]045 800 32 04; Piazza Brà; adult/reduced €10/7.50; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-7.30pm Tue-Sun, 1.30-7.30pm Mon). Dating to the 1st century AD, this is Italy’s third-largest amphitheatre after the Colosseum and Capua amphitheatre, and although it can no longer seat 30,000, it still draws sizeable crowds to its opera and music concerts.


But Verona isn’t simply a relic of the past. A thriving regional city, it also hosts a fantastic modern art gallery, Galleria d’Arte Moderna Achille Forti (Palazzo della Ragione; [image: iconphonegif]045 800 19 03; https://gam.comune.verona.it; Cortile Mercato Vecchio; adult/reduced €4/2.50, incl Torre dei Lamberti €8/5; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-6pm Tue-Fri, 11am-7pm Sat & Sun), with a fabulous collection of under-appreciated Italian modernists such as Felice Casorati and Angelo Zamboni. It’s also packed with excellent contemporary restaurants like Locanda 4 Cuochi ([image: iconphonegif]045 803 03 11; www.locanda4cuochi.it; Via Alberto Mario 12; meals €40, 3-course set menu €43; [image: iconhoursgif]12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10.30pm, closed lunch Mon & Tue; [image: iconwifigif]) and wine bars, such as Antica Bottega del Vino ([image: iconphonegif]045 800 45 35; www.bottegavini.it; Vicolo Scudo di Francia 3; [image: iconhoursgif]11am-1am), showcasing regional wines.

54 click here, click here, click here

The Drive » To Padua it’s about an hour from Verona on the A4 Venice autostrada. Exit at Padova Ovest (Padua West) and join the SP47 after the toll booth. Follow this until you see, after a road bridge, a turnoff signposted to the centro.

[image: image]
Verona Arena
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Top of Chapter

7 Padua

Travellers to Padua (Padova) usually make a beeline for the city’s main attraction, the Cap-pella degli Scrovegni (Scrovegni Chapel; [image: iconphonegif]049 201 00 20; www.cappelladegliscrovegni.it; Piazza Eremitani 8; adult/reduced €13/8, night ticket €8/6; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7pm, night ticket 7-10pm), but there’s more to Padua than Giotto frescoes and it’s actually the Orto Botanico ([image: iconphonegif]049 827 39 39; www.ortobotanicopd.it; Via dell’Orto Botanico 15; adult/reduced €10/8, with Padova-Card €5; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-7pm Tue-Sun Apr-Sep, to 6pm Oct, to 5pm Nov-Mar) that represents Padua on Unesco’s list of World Heritage Sites. The oldest botanical garden in the world, this dates to 1545 when a group of medical students planted some rare plants in order to study their medicinal properties. Discover Padua’s outsized contribution to science and, in particular, medicine at the fascinating Museum of Medical History (Musme; www.musme.it; Via San Francesco 94; adult/reduced/child €10/8/6; [image: iconhoursgif]2.30-7pm Tue-Fri, 9.30am-7pm Sat & Sun), housed in what was ostensibly the world’s first hospital where medical students learnt clinical practice at a patient’s beside.

The Drive » Traffic permitting, it’s about 45 minutes from Padua to Venice, along the A4. Pass through Mestre and over the Ponte della Libertà bridge to Interparking Venezia Tronchetto on the island of Tronchetto.

Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

8 Venice

The end of the road, quite literally, is Venice (Venezia). Of the city’s many must-sees the most famous are on Piazza San Marco, including the Basilica di San Marco (St Mark’s Basilica; [image: iconphonegif]041 270 83 11; www.basilicasanmarco.it; Piazza San Marco; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-5pm Mon-Sat, 2-5pm Sun summer, to 4.30pm Sun winter; [image: iconboatgif]San Marco), Venice’s great showpiece church. Built originally to house the bones of St Mark, it’s a truly awe-inspiring vision with its spangled spires, Byzantine domes, luminous mosaics and lavish marble work. For a bird’s-eye view, head to the nearby campanile (www.basilicasanmarco.it; Piazza San Marco; adult/reduced €8/4; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-9pm summer, 9.30am-5.30pm winter, last entry 45min before closing; [image: iconboatgif]San Marco).

Adjacent to the basilica, the Palazzo Ducale (Ducal Palace; [image: iconphonegif]041 271 59 11; www.palazzoducale.visitmuve.it; Piazzetta San Marco 1; adult/reduced incl Museo Correr €20/13, with Museum Pass free; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-7pm summer, to 5.30pm winter; [image: iconboatgif]San Zaccaria) was the official residence of Venice’s doges (ruling dukes) from the 9th century. Inside, its lavishly decorated chambers harbour some seriously heavyweight art, including Tintoretto’s gigantic Paradiso (Paradise) in the Sala del Maggiore Consiglio. Connecting the palace to the city dungeons, the Ponte dei Sospiri (Bridge of Sighs; [image: iconboatgif]San Zaccaria) was named after the sighs that prisoners (including Casanova) emitted en route from court to cell. If you’re hungry, hit the streets on foot to get a real taste of the city (click here).

54 click here, click here, click here, click here


ITALIAN ART & ARCHITECTURE

The Ancients

In pre-Roman times, the Greeks built theatres and proportionally perfect temples in their southern colonies at Agrigento, Syracuse and Paestum, whilst the Etruscans concentrated on funerary art, creating elaborate tombs at Tarquinia and Cerveteri. Coming in their wake, the Romans specialised in roads, aqueducts and monumental amphitheatres such as the Colosseum and Verona’s Arena.

Romanesque

With the advent of Christianity in the 4th century, basilicas began to spring up, many with glittering Byzantine-style mosaics. The Romanesque period (c 1050–1200) saw the construction of fortified monasteries and robust, bulky churches such as Bari’s Basilica di San Nicola and Modena’s cathedral. Pisa’s striking duomo (cathedral) displays a characteristic Tuscan variation on the style.

Gothic

Gothic architecture, epic in scale and typically embellished by gargoyles, pinnacles and statues, took on a more classical form in Italy. Assisi’s Basilica di San Francesco is an outstanding early example, but for the full-blown Italian Gothic style check out the cathedrals in Florence, Venice, Siena and Orvieto.

Renaissance

From quiet beginnings in 14th-century Florence, the Renaissance erupted across Italy before spreading across Europe. In Italy, painters such as Giotto, Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci and Raphael led the way, while architects Brunelleschi and Bramante rewrote the rule books with their beautifully proportioned basilicas. All-rounder Michelangelo worked his way into immortality, producing masterpieces such as David and the Sistine Chapel frescoes.

Baroque

Dominating the 17th century, the extravagant baroque style found fertile soil in Italy. Witness the Roman works of Gian Lorenzo Bernini and Francesco Borromini, Lecce’s flamboyant centro storico (historic centre) and the magical baroque towns of southeastern Sicily.

Neoclassicism

Signalling a return to sober classical lines, neoclassicism majored in the late-18th and early-19th centuries. Signature works include Caserta’s Palazzo Reale and La Scala opera house in Milan. In artistic terms, the most famous Italian exponent was Antonio Canova.






EATING & SLEEPING

1 Rome

5 La Ciambella Italian €€

([image: iconphonegif]06 683 29 30; www.la-ciambella.it; Via dell’Arco della Ciambella 20; meals €35-45; [image: iconhoursgif]noon-11pm Tue-Sun; [image: iconbusgif]Largo di Torre Argentina) Near the Pantheon but as yet largely undiscovered by the tourist hordes, this friendly restaurant beats much of the neighbourhood competition. Its handsome, light-filled interior is set over the ruins of the Terme di Agrippa, visible through transparent floor panels, setting an attractive stage for interesting, imaginative food.

5 Flavio al Velavevodetto Roman €€

([image: iconphonegif]06 574 41 94; www.ristorantevelavevodetto.it; Via di Monte Testaccio 97-99; meals €30-35; [image: iconhoursgif]12.30-3pm & 7.45-11pm; [image: iconbusgif]Via Galvani) The pick of Testaccio’s trattorias, this casual spot is celebrated locally for its earthy, no-nonsense cucina romana (Roman cuisine). For a taste, start with carciofo alla giudia (deep-fried artichoke) before moving onto rigatoni alla carbonara (pasta tubes wrapped in a silky egg sauce spiked with morsels of cured pig’s cheek) and finishing up with tiramisu.

4 Arco del Lauro Guesthouse €€

([image: iconphonegif]06 9784 0350; www.arcodellauro.it; Via Arco de’ Tolomei 27; r €120-175; [image: iconacongif][image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif]; [image: iconbusgif]Viale di Trastevere, [image: icontramgif]Viale di Trastevere) Perfectly placed on a peaceful cobbled lane on the ‘quiet side’ of Trastevere, this ground-floor guesthouse sports six gleaming white rooms with parquet floors, a modern low-key look and well-equipped bathrooms. Guests share a fridge, a complimentary fruit bowl and cakes. Breakfast (€5) is served in a nearby cafe. Daniele and Lorenzo, who run the place, could not be friendlier or more helpful.

2 Siena

5 Ristorante Enzo Tuscan €€€

([image: iconphonegif]0577 28 12 77; www.daenzo.net; Via Camollia 49; meals €52; [image: iconhoursgif]noon-2.30pm & 7.30-10pm Tue-Sun) The epitome of refined Sienese dining, Da Enzo, as it is popularly called, welcomes guests with a complimentary glass of prosecco and follows up with Tuscan dishes made with skill and care. There’s plenty of fish on the menu, as well as excellent handmade pasta and nonstandard meat dishes. The setting is equally impressive, with quality napery and glassware.

3 Florence

5 Il Teatro del Sale Tuscan €€

([image: iconphonegif]055 200 14 92; www.teatrodelsale.com; Via dei Macci 111r; brunch/dinner €20/30; [image: iconhoursgif]noon-2.30pm & 7-11pm Tue-Fri, noon-3pm & 7-11pm Sat, noon-3pm Sun, closed Aug) Florentine chef Fabio Picchi is one of Florence’s living treasures who steals the Sant’Ambrogio show with this eccentric, good-value, members-only club (everyone welcome, membership €7) inside an old theatre. He cooks up brunch and dinner, culminating at 9.30pm in a live performance of drama, music or comedy arranged by his wife, artistic director and comic actress Maria Cassi.

5 Essenziale Tuscan €€€

([image: iconphonegif]333 7491973 055 247 69 56; www.essenziale.me; Piazza di Cestello 3r; 6-/8-course tasting menu €65/80; [image: iconhoursgif]7-10pm
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