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Welcome to New England


From historic villages to cutting-edge galleries, verdant mountains to granite shores, clam shacks to covered bridges, New England’s scenic and cultural treasures are unparalleled.




History

The history of New England is the history of America. It’s the Pilgrims who came ashore at Plymouth Rock, the minutemen who fought for independence from Britain, and the abolitionists who challenged America’s legacy of slavery. It’s the Native Americans, mostly Algonquians, who traded, hunted and grew crops across the region. It’s the ponderings of Ralph Waldo Emerson and the protests of Harriet Beecher Stowe. It’s hundreds of years of poets and philosophers: thinkers who dared to dream and dared to do. It’s liberty-loving citizens not afraid to challenge the status quo, as well as generations of immigrants, who have shaped New England into the dynamic region that it is today.




Outdoor Adventure

Hikers, bikers, kayakers and skiers all find their bliss among the rolling hills and rocky peaks of the ancient Appalachian range – from Massachusetts’ birch-covered Berkshires and Vermont’s lush Green Mountains to the towering White Mountains of New Hampshire and Maine.

Some of America’s prettiest inland lakes and nearly 5000 miles of coastline mean that New Englanders have unlimited opportunities for fishing, swimming, surfing, sailing and sunbathing.




Culture

At the cutting edge of culture, New England is home to exciting, experimental contemporary-art venues, as well as myriad traditional art museums. Indie bands rock out in Boston, Portland, Providence and Burlington. The world-renowned Boston Symphony Orchestra takes its show on the road in summer, delighting audiences in Tanglewood. Meanwhile, there are blues jams in Maine, folk festivals in Newport and Lowell, theater productions in the Berkshires and classical music in Rockport. Concert series, film festivals and countless other performances mean the cultural calendar is jam-packed.




Food

To get a taste of New England, check out the calendar of events celebrating local delicacies, such as Maine lobsters, Wellfleet oysters and Vermont beer. Blessed with a burgeoning locavore movement and a wealth of international culinary influences, cuisine here fuses the best of both worlds. A pile of pancakes drenched in maple syrup; fresh farm produce and sharp cheddar cheese; fish and shellfish straight from the sea; exotic dishes with influences of Portugal, Italy or Asia: this is just a sampling of the delights that travelers will find in New England.
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Why I Love New England

By Gregor Clark, Writer

My fondness for New England is deeply rooted in childhood memories – skating on frozen Connecticut ponds and seeing my first shooting star in Vermont’s Green Mountains. Decades later, New England’s natural beauty still moves me: fireflies on a June evening; Aquinnah and Acadia’s cliff-fringed beaches; the brilliance of maples, birches and cranberry bogs in fall; fresh snow clinging to February branches; and the sudden explosion of greenery after each long winter. I also love New England’s cultural vibrancy: its arts scene, historical treasures, organic farms, dynamic cities, progressive politics and Red Sox games at Fenway Park.

For more, see Our Writers
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New England’s Top 16


Fall Foliage

One of New England’s greatest natural resources is seasonal change. Every fall the trees fling off that staid New England green and deck their boughs with flaming reds, light-bending yellows and ostentatious oranges. We’re talking about the changing of the guard from summer to fall, better known as leaf-peeping season. Vermont is the star of the fall foliage show. Drive north on historic Rte 100 to ogle the array of colors on the slopes of Killington Peak and Mt Mansfield, and among the bucolic hills of the Mad River Valley.

[image: shutterstock_698158081.jpg]
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Freedom Trail

The best introduction to revolutionary Boston is the Freedom Trail. This walking trail winds its way past 16 sites that earned the town its status as the cradle of liberty. The 2.5-mile footpath follows the course of the conflict, from the Old State House – where British regulars killed five men in the Boston Massacre – to the Old North Church, where the sexton hung two lanterns to warn that the British troops would come by sea. Follow the redbrick road through American revolutionary history.

[image: GettyRF_626628536.jpg]

Old State House | SEANPAVONEPHOTO/GETTY IMAGES ©




Acadia National Park

Acadia National Park is where the mountains meet the sea. Miles of rocky coastline and even more miles of hiking and biking trails make this wonderland Maine’s most popular destination, and deservedly so. The high point (literally) is Cadillac Mountain, a 1530ft peak that can be accessed by foot, bike or vehicle. Early risers can catch the country’s first sunrise from this celebrated summit. Later in the day, cool off with a dip in Echo Lake or take tea and popovers (buttery, hollow muffins) overlooking Jordan Pond.

[image: shutterstockRF_1187477623.jpg]
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Festivals in the Berkshires

Come summer, culture beckons in the Berkshires. At the renowned Tanglewood Music Festival in Lenox, you can spread a blanket on the lawn, uncork a bottle of wine and listen to great musicians of every stripe – from the Boston Symphony Orchestra to James Taylor and Yo-Yo Ma. The setting of meadows and lawns is as sweetly refined as the music. Nearby, the Williamstown Theatre Festival and Jacob’s Pillow offer equally compelling summer celebrations of theater and dance.

[image: shutterstock_234575437.jpg]

Tanglewood Music Festival | T PHOTOGRAPHY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




White Mountains

The White Mountains are New England’s ultimate destination for outdoor adventures, with 1200 miles of hiking trails and 48 peaks over 4000ft, including Mt Washington (6288ft), the East Coast’s highest summit. Franconia Notch is a perfect starting point, with trailheads for dozens of different hiking routes, an aerial tramway that whisks passengers to the top of Cannon Mountain, and the spectacular rush of water through Flume Gorge. It’s a destination for all seasons, with opportunities for hiking and biking, skiing and snowboarding, sitting fireside and sitting lakeside.

[image: shutterstockRF_418161409.jpg]

Flume Gorge | ALLARD ONE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Lobster Trap

Nowhere is more closely associated with this crustacean than Maine. The mighty lobster was once so plentiful it was fed to prisoners and used for fertilizer; now the state symbol is deservedly esteemed as a delicacy. Crack the shell of a freshly steamed lobster with drawn butter at one of Maine’s many summertime lobster pounds. Or catch (and eat) your own on board a do-it-yourself lobster boat. Either way, don’t forget to tie on a plastic bib – Maine’s most endearing and enduring fashion statement.

[image: GettyRF_588933245.jpg]
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Mansions of Newport

Newport’s fabulous mansions are vestiges of the 19th-century capitalist boom when the region’s bankers and businesspeople built their summer homes overlooking the Atlantic. Now managed by the Preservation Society of Newport County, the mansions offer a glimpse into a world of unabashed wealth, and include grand homes modeled after an Italian Renaissance palace, an English manor and a Parisian château. See them all from the Cliff Walk, a narrow footpath that snakes along the ocean’s edge, offering stunning views all around.

[image: shutterstock_1262397412.jpg]

The Breakers | BODHICHITA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Beachy Keen

Summer in New England is humid, so it’s no surprise that the region’s entire population flocks to the coast for cool ocean breezes. Fortunately, it’s a long coastline. In Massachusetts, the island of Martha’s Vineyard is ringed with beaches, which means plenty of sea and sand for everyone. At Aquinnah Public Beach, the cliffs of Gay Head radiate incredible colors in the late-afternoon light, attracting serious sun worshippers and photographers. Alternatively, Katama Beach is best for good old-fashioned sand and surf.

[image: shutterstock_1421492924.jpg]

Aquinnah Cliffs | KATKAMI/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Lakeside Living

New England is speckled with pristine lakes, which beckon visitors for relaxation and recreation. In summer, families flock to Lake Winnipesaukee in New Hampshire for swimming, sailing, playing miniature golf, cruising to small villages on an official USPS mail boat, learning about wildlife at Squam Lakes Natural Science Center or catching a drive-in movie at Weirs Beach. Rangeley Lakes in Maine, Lake Champlain in Vermont and dozens of smaller lakes offer more natural attractions, from summer camping to winter ice fishing.

[image: shutterstock_1312722449.jpg]

Lake Winnipesaukee | KONOPLYTSKA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Sailing Penobscot Bay

Explore the rugged coast of Maine the old-fashioned way – on board one of the grand, multi-masted windjammers that fill the harbors of Camden and Rockport. These majestic sailing ships offer cruises around the islands and coves of Penobscot Bay, all under the power of the wind. Feel the breeze through your hair and the spray on your face as you sail the high seas, stop for a lobster roll for lunch, venture a quick dip in the afternoon, and dine as the sun sets over the rocky Maine coastline.

[image: shutterstock_1344697670.jpg]
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Farm Fresh

New England cuisine is a treat, thanks in part to the abundance of fruits, vegetables and dairy products that come from local farms. Depending on the season, visitors can pick their own apples, cherries, berries and pumpkins or purchase direct from the grower at farm stands throughout the region. In winter, locals tap the ‘sugarbush’ for the incomparable flavor of maple syrup. Vermont is leading the regional movement toward artisanal cheeses, with a Cheese Trail mapping the route between dozens of local producers.

[image: GettyRF_166085915.jpg]
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College Town, USA

From the Five Colleges to the Seven Sisters (well, four of them), New England is crowded with colleges and overrun with universities, making for a dynamic, diverse student scene. More than 100 institutions of higher education are located in Boston and its environs. But Boston is only the beginning of this college tour. Providence, RI, New Haven, CT and Hanover, NH are home to their own Ivy League institutions, while smaller towns around the region are dominated by lively, leafy campuses of their own.

[image: GettyImages-859884294.jpg]

Harvard Yard | TRAVELVIEW/GETTY IMAGES ©




Litchfield Hills

With scenery to match the Green Mountains, pre-Colonial villages worthy of any movie set, and the finest food, culture and music in Connecticut, Litchfield Hills attracts a sophisticated crowd of weekending Manhattanites and celebrities escaping the limelight. No wonder it’s often described as ‘the Hamptons for people who like privacy.’ Give yourself some time here and you’ll be rewarded with classical concerts in Norfolk, hearty breakfasts in Kent’s Colonial-era farmhouses, vintage car races and fly-fishing worthy of Brad Pitt in A River Runs Through It.

[image: GettyImages-610011510.jpg]

Housatonic River | DENISTANGNEYJR/GETTY IMAGES ©




Whale Watching

Nothing matches the thrill of spotting a breaching humpback or watching a pod of dolphins play in a boat’s wake. Off the coast of Massachusetts, Stellwagen Bank is an area of 842 sq miles of open ocean rich in marine life. This National Marine Sanctuary was designated to conserve the area’s biological diversity and to facilitate research and other activity. Educational and informative whale-watching cruises are offered from Boston, Plymouth, Barnstable, Provincetown, Newburyport and Gloucester. Onboard staff ensure that these rides do not interfere with the animals in any way.

[image: GettyRF_127610010.jpg]
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Appalachian Trail

The Appalachian Trail runs for more than 2100 miles from Georgia to Maine, passing through 14 states en route. If anyone is counting, 730 of those miles and five of those states are in New England, creating ample opportunities for hikers to tackle a piece of it. Western Massachusetts offers access to the hills of the Berkshires, while Vermont promises the splendor of the Green Mountains. In New Hampshire and Maine, the AT traverses the alpine peaks of the White Mountains, with its northern terminus at Mt Katahdin.

[image: shutterstock_681279283.jpg]

Green Mountains National Forest | JDWFOTO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Bostonian Architecture

From Charles Bulfinch to Henry Hobson Richardson to IM Pei, the world’s most renowned architects and designers have left their mark on Boston. See the city’s signature buildings clustered around Copley Square, including the Boston Public Library, Trinity Church and the John Hancock Tower. Of course urban design is much more than just buildings. Some of Boston’s most striking features are its green spaces, including the city’s newest innovation in urban design, the Rose Kennedy Greenway.

[image: shutterstockRF_136706963.jpg]
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Need to Know

For more information, see Survival Guide



Currency

US dollar ($)

Language

English

Visas

Citizens of many countries are eligible for the Visa Waiver Program, which requires prior approval via the Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA).

Money

ATMs are widely available, except in the smallest towns and most remote wilderness. Credit cards are accepted at most hotels and restaurants.

Cell Phones

Most modern quad-band smartphones are compatible with US cell networks, but international roaming charges can cause nasty surprises when you receive your next bill. If your phone is unlocked, buy a pre-paid SIM in the USA.

Time

Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus five hours)






When to Go

[image: 04-climate-nen9-jpg]


High Season (May–Oct)

AAccommodation prices increase by 50% to 100%; book in advance.

AMay has temperate spring weather and blooming fruit trees. July and August are hot and humid.

ASeptember and October bring harvest season and cooler weather.




Shoulder (Mar–Apr)

AWeather remains wintry throughout March; April sees some sunshine and spring buds.

ALess demand for accommodations; negotiate lower prices (also applies to beach areas in May and early June).




Low Season (Nov–Feb)

AWith snow comes ski season (usually from December onward), meaning higher prices in mountain resorts.

ASignificantly lower prices for accommodations elsewhere.

ASome sights in seasonal destinations close.





Useful Websites

Appalachian Mountain Club (www.outdoors.org) Fantastic resource for hiking, biking, camping, climbing and paddling in New England’s great outdoors.

Boston.com (www.boston.com/tags/new-england-travel) Travel news, tips and itineraries from the Boston Globe.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/new-england) Destination information, hotel bookings, traveler forum and more.

New England Network (www.newengland.com) New England travel resources from Yankee Magazine.




Important Numbers



	USA country code	[image: icon-phonegif]%1

	International access code from the USA	[image: icon-phonegif]%011 + country code

	Emergency	[image: icon-phonegif]%911

	Local directory	[image: icon-phonegif]%411







Exchange Rates



	Australia	A$1	$0.72

	Canada	C$1	$0.75

	Euro zone	€1	$1.14

	Japan	¥100	$0.92

	New Zealand	NZ$1	$0.68

	UK	UK£1	$1.27




For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.




Daily Costs


Budget: Less than $150

ACamping, dorm bed or budget hotel: $30–100

ABus ticket: $10–20

AStreet food: mains $8–12

ANPS walking tours and free-admission days at museums: free




Midrange: $150–300

ADouble room in a midrange hotel: $100–250

ACar rental for a portion of the trip: from $30 per day

AAdmission to museums and parks: $10–20




Top End: More than $300

ADouble room in a high-end hotel: from $250

AMeal at the region’s finest restaurants: mains from $25

ATickets to concerts, events and tours: $30–100






Opening Hours

The following is a general guideline for opening hours. Shorter hours may apply during low seasons, when some venues close completely. Seasonal variations are noted in the listings.

Banks and offices 9am–5pm or 6pm Monday to Friday; sometimes 9am–noon Saturday

Bars and pubs 5pm–midnight, some until 2am

Restaurants Breakfast 6am–10am, lunch 11:30am–2:30pm, dinner 5pm–10pm daily

Shops 9am–7pm Monday to Saturday; some open noon–5pm Sunday, or until evening in tourist areas




Arriving in New England

Logan International Airport (Boston, MA) The T (subway, $2.75) and the free silver line bus connect Logan airport to the city center from 5:30am to 2:30am; a taxi costs $25 to $35 and takes about 20 minutes.

Bradley International Airport (Hartford, CT) The Bradley Flyer bus runs to the city center ($1.75, 30 to 40 minutes) roughly hourly from 4:45am to midnight; a taxi costs $45 and takes about 20 minutes.




Getting Around

Simply put, the best way to get around New England is by car. The region is relatively small, the highways are good and public transportation is not as frequent or as widespread as it could be.

Car The most convenient option for seeing rural New England, exploring small towns and partaking of outdoor adventure. Driving and parking can be a challenge in Boston.

Train Amtrak’s main line travels up and down the Northeast Corridor, connecting Boston to Portland, ME, Providence, RI, New Haven, CT and other coastal destinations. Two other inland routes serve Connecticut, Massachusetts and Vermont.

Bus Regional bus lines connect bigger towns throughout New England. While less comfortable and scenic than trains, buses serve more destinations and are almost always the most economical form of public transportation.




For much more, see Getting Around










Accommodations

Find more reviews of accommodations throughout the On the Road chapters

New England provides an array of accommodations, but truly inexpensive options are rare. Reservations are recommended, especially in high season.


Accommodation Types

B&Bs Intimate, family-run guesthouses often in historic or architecturally interesting homes.

Campgrounds The most basic have bathing facilities and electricity/water hookups, while others offer more extensive recreational facilities.

Hotels Includes run-of-the-mill chains, historic properties and stylish boutique options.

Roadside motels What they lack in style, they make up for in convenience and cost.

Hostels Typically feature a mix of dorms and private rooms and budget-friendly pricing.




Best Places to Stay


Hostels

The Notch Hostel Welcoming, hiker-friendly hostel with a world of outdoor adventure right out the front door.

HI-Nantucket Gorgeous beachside hostel in a 19th-century lifesaving station.

Black Elephant Hostel Artfully decorated, community-focused hostel in a perfect Portland, ME setting.

HI-Boston Smack in the heart of Boston, with tours and activities galore.

Old Schoolhouse of Isle La Motte Cyclist-friendly converted schoolhouse on a Lake Champlain island.




Campgrounds

Jamaica State Park Fall asleep to the sound of rushing water at this southern Vermont beauty.

Hancock Campground The boulder-strewn Pemigewasset River is your backdrop at this campground on New Hampshire’s scenic Kancamagus Hwy.

October Mountain State Forest Campground Tree-shaded sites and yurts near the banks of the Housatonic River.




Historic Inns

Inn at Shelburne Farms A 1400-acre estate and National Historic Landmark featuring afternoon tea and gorgeous carriage roads.

Pentagöet Inn A Castine, ME, jewel, with a great restaurant and one of the most intriguingly decorated bars on the planet.

Castle Hill Inn Victorian mansion on 40 acres overlooking Narragansett Bay, RI, with cottages at the water’s edge.

Goodwin Newly renovated 19th-century gem in downtown Hartford, CT.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to a double room with bathroom in high season. Unless otherwise indicated, breakfast is not included. Rates do not include taxes, which cost 5.7% to 15% depending on the state. Note that prices are higher in Boston.



	Category	Cost



	$	less than $150 ($200 in Boston)

	$$	$150–250 ($200–350 in Boston)

	$$$	more than $250 ($350 in Boston)









Luxury Lodgings

Guest House at Field Farm Gaze out over the Berkshires from this Bauhaus-style beauty on 300 bucolic acres.

Snowflake Inn Luxuriate with in-room fireplaces and an on-site spa after a day in the White Mountains.

Grafton Inn Watch the world from a front-porch rocker in one of Vermont’s prettiest villages.

Gryphon House A Richardson Romanesque-style brownstone replete with 19th-century period details, overlooking Boston’s Charles River.

The Chanler at Cliff Walk A true upper-class destination hotel, at the start of Newport’s famous Cliff Walk.

Ocean House Perched high on Watch Hill, overlooking the mighty Atlantic.

[image: GettyImages-867101888.jpg]

Pentagöet Inn, Castine | JON LOVETTE/GETTY IMAGES ©






Tips for…


Budget Travelers

Hosteling isn’t as well developed in New England as it is in other parts of the world. But some prime destinations – including Boston, Portland, Burlington, Cape Cod, Bar Harbor, Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket and the mountains of New Hampshire and Vermont – have hostels from as little as $30 per night.




Happy Campers

With few exceptions, you’ll have to camp in established campgrounds (there’s no bivouacking on the side of the road). Make reservations well in advance (especially in July and August) for the best chance of getting a site. Most campgrounds are open from mid-May to mid-October. Rough camping is occasionally permitted in the Green Mountain National Forest or the White Mountain National Forest, but it must be at established sites.




Families

Children are not welcome at many smaller B&Bs and inns (even if they do not say so outright); make sure you inquire before booking. In motels and hotels, children under 17 or 18 years are usually free when sharing a room with their parents. Cots and roll-away beds are often available (sometimes for an additional fee) in hotels and resorts. Campgrounds are fantastic choices for families with kids – many are situated on waterways or lakes and offer family activities (tube rental, swimming, kayaking etc) and simple cabins.






Booking

It always pays to shop room rates online using sites such as kayak.com and expedia.com or booking.com.

Lonely Planet (lonelyplanet.com/hotels) Find independent reviews, as well as recommendations on the best places to stay – and then book them online.

B&B Agency of Boston (www.boston-bnbagency.com) Fully furnished vacation rentals.










If You Like…


Scenic Byways

VT 100 Running along the base of Vermont’s Green Mountains, this iconic road showcases farmland and foliage.

Kancamagus Highway Rivers and forests hug the road on this cruise through New Hampshire’s White Mountains.

Park Loop Road Circumnavigate Mount Desert Island on this 27-mile loop through Acadia National Park.

MA 127 Drive around Cape Ann, passing salt marshes, windswept beaches, art oases and countless clam shacks.

Rangeley Lakes National Scenic Byway Detour into Maine’s wild interior for riveting lake and mountain scenery.

CT 169 Tool around Connecticut’s Quiet Corner, between orchards and 200-year-old villages.




Seafood

Oyster Club Oysters fresh-shucked for only a buck? Yep, it’s happy hour at this Mystic favorite.

Sesuit Harbor Cafe Sidle up to a picnic table for lobster rolls in Dennis.

Brewster Fish House Kick off your seafood feast with a lobster bisque at this beloved Brewster eatery.

Shannon’s Unshelled Strong contender for Maine’s best lobster roll.

JT Farnham’s Classic North Shore spot for crispy fried clams.

Matunuck Oyster Bar Slurp some down in coastal Rhode Island.

Menemsha Fish Market Sunset views and super-fresh seafood on Martha’s Vineyard’s quiet side.

[image: shutterstock_1183879588.jpg]
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Fall Foliage

Smugglers Notch A kaleidoscope of colors converges around this rocky cleft in Vermont’s Green Mountains.

Franconia Notch Soaring granite peaks sweep up from forested slopes above a New Hampshire mountain lake.

Housatonic Valley Snap the perfect photo of West Cornwall Covered Bridge framed by fall leaves.

Camden Hills State Park Gaze over the blue Atlantic from the fiery-hued summit of Mt Battie.

Lake Willoughby Maple-clad Mts Pisgah and Hor glow with fall colors above this fjord-like northern Vermont lake.

Mt Greylock Massachusetts’ highest peak offers stunning views over the brilliantly colorful Berkshires.




Historic Towns

Nantucket Cobblestone streets and sea captains’ mansions whisk you back to the Massachusetts island’s whaling heyday.

Newport From Rhode Island Colonial mansions to 19th-century palazzi, châteaux and manor houses, Newport’s historical architecture is magnificent.

Portsmouth A bustling port city with a fine collection of 17th- and 18th-century historic houses in New Hampshire.

Woodstock Perfectly preserved slice of old New England with 18th- and 19th-century architecture surrounding a village green in Vermont.

Deerfield This historic village in Massachusetts is a museum of Colonial living.




Art

SoWa Artists Guild Dozens of studios and galleries occupy these converted brick-and-beam factory buildings in Boston’s South End.

Farnsworth Art Museum Splendid regional collection on Maine’s midcoast, spanning 200 years of American art.

RISD Museum of Art In Rhode Island, Providence’s renowned design school displays everything from ancient Greek vases to cutting-edge contemporary exhibitions.

Mass MoCA Converted western Massachusetts electrical works housing a vast array of contemporary galleries and performance spaces.

Boston Museum of Fine Arts One of America’s finest and most comprehensive museums, with significant American, European and Asian collections.

Yale Center for British Art Magnificent gallery exhibiting the largest collection of British art outside the UK.

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum A fabulously eclectic mix of artwork in a Venetian-style palazzo in Boston.

Wadsworth Atheneum America’s oldest art museum houses 50,000 pieces in a Gothic Revival castle.

Portland Museum of Art Wonderful American and European collections – from Wyeth to Picasso – fill Portland’s attractive trio of buildings.

Clark Art Institute Vast lawns surround this venerable gem, which encompasses works from impressionism to contemporary American painting.




Beaches & Islands

Wingaersheek Beach Come to this beach on Cape Ann, MA, at low tide to investigate the tide pools.

Sand Beach Frigid waters but lovely scenery at this sandy beach in Acadia National Park.

Race Point Beach A spectacular Cape Cod beach backed by sand dunes.

Monhegan Island Get away from it all at this rocky refuge in midcoast Maine.

Block Island State Beach Stroll north from Old Harbor to sink your feet into the sand at Benson Town Beach, RI.

Martha’s Vineyard From Aquinnah’s multi-hued cliffs to Oak Bluffs’ colorful cottages, the Vineyard is pure vacation bliss.




Native American Culture

Peabody Essex Museum Complex contemporary art is the highlight of the PEM’s Native American exhibit.

Hood Museum of Art Dartmouth’s recently renovated art museum includes extensive collections of Native American art and artifacts.

Native Plymouth Tours Gain new perspectives on American history while touring Plymouth with a Native American guide.

Mashpee Wampanoag Powwow Attend a live powwow, including dancing, drumming, games and more.

Fruitlands Museum Fruitlands’ collection features over 1000 Native American artifacts.

Abbe Museum Modern-day Wabenaki design enlivens Acadia’s small museum celebrating 12,000 years of coastal Maine’s indigenous cultures.




Lighthouses

Boston Light This historic lighthouse on Little Brewster Island can be visited on special tours.

Portland Head Light Maine’s oldest lighthouse was built by order of George Washington in 1791.

Gay Head Lighthouse Perched on the colorful cliffs of Martha’s Vineyard.

Cape Cod Highland Light Climb to the top for vast ocean views.

Beavertail Light Built in 1898, this Jamestown lighthouse is still signaling ships into Narragansett Bay.

Southeast Light Striking brick lighthouse on Block Island’s lonely bluffs.




Literature

Robert Frost Stone House Museum Pay a visit to the poet’s former home near Bennington.

Orchard House Visit the lovingly embellished clapboard farmhouse in Concord where Louisa May Alcott wrote Little Women in 1868.

Walden Pond Follow philosopher Henry David Thoreau to his hideaway.

Mark Twain House & Museum Discover the irascible Mark Twain’s penchant for opulence in his Gothic Revival mansion in Hartford.

Mount Surrounded by elegant gardens, Edith Wharton’s palatial Western Massachusetts estate hosts regular concerts and literary events.

[image: shutterstock_77711521.jpg]

Orchard House, Concord | ZACK FRANK/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Shopping

Charles St Browse Boston’s best street for independent boutiques, where local themes and designs prevail.

Brimfield Antique Show The largest outdoor antiques fair in North America sprouts on farmers’ fields in rural Brimfield.

Maine Craft Great curated collection reflecting Maine’s deep-rooted craft-making tradition.

Provincetown Art aficionados will find plenty to catch their eye in Provincetown’s galleries.

Tiverton Find handcrafted jewelry, Shaker rugs and ceramics at this rural Rhode Island artists’ colony.

Flea-for-All Portland’s treasure trove of vintage deals.

Church Street Marketplace Burlington’s pedestrianized Church Street offers easygoing shopping, Vermont-style.




Beer

Tree House Brewing Company Join the line for cans and pints at this cult-status brewery in central Massachusetts.

Hill Farmstead Brewery A craft-brew nirvana on a lonely dirt road in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom.

Cisco Brewers Imbibe island brew at this friendly, laid-back Nantucket spot.

Alchemist Brewery Sip free samples of the Alchemist’s legendary Heady Topper at ecofriendly digs in Stowe.

Vermont Brewers Festival Sample dozens of local craft brews at this annual event in Burlington.

Trillium Choose between Trillium’s beer garden on Boston’s Greenway or its new Seaport District roof-deck.

Earth Eagle Brewings Take a holiday from hops with the herb-infused gruit beer at this Portsmouth favorite.










Month by Month


TOP EVENTS

Boston Calling, May

Newport Folk Festival, July

Maine Lobster Festival, August

Foliage Season, October

Harvest on the Harbor, October




January

Most of New England is snowed in by January. That’s good news for skiers, who are well into their season at this time.




February

The deepest, darkest part of winter; snow and cold temperatures continue. Many New Englanders retreat to warmer climes, making this an ideal time to enjoy the region’s museums, restaurants, theaters and other indoor attractions.


2Ski Season

Though the ski season extends from mid-December until the end of March, its peak is President’s Day weekend (third weekend in February), when schools are closed for winter break. Book your accommodations well in advance if you plan to hit the slopes during this time.






March

New England is officially sick of winter. In Vermont and New Hampshire, ski season continues through to the end of the month.


5Maple Syrup Tasting

Vermont’s maple-sugar producers open the doors for two days in late March during Maple Open House Weekend (www.vermontmaple.org/maple-open-house-weekend). Maine maple-syrup producers do the same on the fourth Sunday in March (www.mainemapleproducers.com/about-maine-maple-sunday).






April

Spring arrives, signaled by the emerging of crocuses and the blooming of forsythia. Baseball fans await Opening Day at Fenway Park. Temperatures range from 40°F (4°C) to 55°F (13°C), although the occasional snowstorm also occurs.


2Boston Marathon

At the country’s ‘longest running’ marathon, tens of thousands of spectators watch runners cross the finish line at Copley Sq in Boston on the third Monday in April.






May

The sun comes out on a semi-permanent basis, while lilac and magnolia trees bloom all around the region. Memorial Day, the last Monday in May, officially kicks off beach season.


3Boston Calling

Independent-music lovers take over a large outdoor Boston venue for three days of rock-out music. The festival (www.bostoncalling.com) occurs during the last weekend in May.






June

Temperatures range from 60°F (16°C) to 75°F (24°C), with lots of rain. After graduation, students leave town, causing a noticeable decline in traffic and noise.


zCelebration of Lupine

This little-known floral festival (www.facebook.com/LupineCelebration) in early June in Franconia, NH, celebrates the annual bloom of delicious lupine with garden tours, art exhibits and concerts.




3International Festival of Arts & Ideas

New Haven dedicates 15 days in June to dance, music, film and art. Besides the ticketed concerts and performances, there are free events, plus special programming for kids and families.






July

July is the region’s hottest month and public beaches are invariably crowded. Temperatures usually range from 70°F (21°C) to 85°F (29°C), but there’s always a week or two when the mercury shoots above 90°F (32°C).


zBerkshires Arts Festivals

The Berkshires are alive with the arts throughout July and August. Hear world-class music in the open air at Tanglewood in Lenox, take in mesmerizing dance performances at Jacob’s Pillow in Lee, or see top-notch theater productions at the Williamstown Theatre Festival.




zMashpee Wampanoag Pow Wow

On the weekend nearest July 4, Native Americans from around the country join the Mashpee Wampanoag (www.mashpeewampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/powwow) for a big three-day heritage celebration in Mashpee, MA, that includes Native American dancing, crafts, competitions and an after-dark ‘fireball’ (a traditional healing ceremony).




6Vermont Brewers Festival

The third weekend in July is dedicated to discussing beer, brewing beer and, of course, drinking beer, including Vermont’s finest craft brews.




3North Atlantic Blues Festival

If you’re feeling blue, go to Rockland, ME, in mid-July for the region’s biggest blues festival (www.northatlanticbluesfestival.com). Nationally known performers and local-brewed beers guarantee a good time.




3Newport Folk Festival

One of the region’s most exciting music events, this folk festival at Newport, RI, in late July attracts national stars, as well as new names, to perform all weekend long.






August

Summer continues unabated, with beaches packed to the gills. Only at the end of August do we begin to feel fall coming back on.


5Maine Lobster Festival

If you love lobster like Maine loves lobster, come for the week-long Lobster Festival held in the first week in August in Rockland. King Neptune and the Sea Goddess oversee a week full of events and – of course – as much lobster as you can eat.




3Rhode Island International Film Festival

The region’s largest public film festival, held in the second week of August in Providence, RI, attracts interesting independent films and sophisticated, film-savvy audiences.




zProvincetown Carnival

Carnival in P-town, held in the third week in August, is a week of crazy dance parties and streets filled with beautiful boys in colorful costumes.




5Machias Wild Blueberry Festival

Well into its fifth decade, this festival (www.machiasblueberry.com) includes pie-eating contests, cook-offs and hundreds of artisans hawking everything from blueberry jam to blueberry-themed artwork. Held on the third weekend in August.






September

The humidity disappears, leaving cooler temp-eratures and crisp air. Students return and streets are filled with U-Hauls during the first week. The first Monday in September is Labor Day, the official end of summer.


3Big E

Officially known as the Eastern States Exposition, this fair in West Springfield, MA, in mid-September features animal shows, carnival rides, parades, concerts and more.






October

New England’s best month. The academic year is rolling; the weather is crisp and cool; and the trees take on shades of red, gold and amber.


1Foliage Season

Witness Mother Nature at her most ostentatious. The colors all around the region are dazzling, but especially as they blanket the mountainsides in the Berkshires in Western Massachusetts, the Green Mountains in Vermont, and the White Mountains in New Hampshire and Maine.




3Fryeburg Fair

There’s something for everyone at this old-fashioned agricultural fair (www.fryeburgfair.org) in Maine, from live animals to live music, and from fun rides to fireworks. Held in the first week in October.




5Harvest on the Harbor

Maine’s premier food and wine festival is a five-day feast for the senses, with events such as the Lobster Chef of the Year competition.




2Head of the Charles

The world’s largest rowing event (www.hocr.org) takes place in Boston on the Charles River on the third weekend in October, attracting thousands of rowers and thousands more spectators.




3New Hampshire Pumpkin Festival

This annual event in Laconia, NH, draws big crowds to see the construction of a tower of jack-o’-lanterns as high as the sky. Held on the third or fourth weekend in October, there’s also a craft fair, a costume parade, seed-spitting contests and fireworks.






November

Winter is coming and you can feel it in the air. You may even see snow flurries. Thanksgiving Day – the fourth Thursday in November – kicks off the holiday season.


zAmerica’s Hometown Thanksgiving Celebration

Plymouth, MA, is the birthplace of Thanksgiving, so it’s appropriate that the town celebrates its heritage with a parade, concerts, crafts and – of course – food. Held the weekend before Thanksgiving.






December

Winter sets in, with at least one big snowstorm in December to prove it. Christmas lights and holiday fairs make the region festive.


zNantucket Christmas Stroll

Over a weekend in early December, carol singers, Santas and markets flood Nantucket’s cobbled streets for a blast of holiday cheer.




zBoston Tea Party Reenactment

New Englanders take their re-enactments seriously. In the case of the Tea Party, on December 16, they dress up like Mohawk warriors and dump tea into the Boston Harbor, just like their forebears in 1773.




3First Night

It actually starts on the ‘last night,’ New Year’s Eve, and continues into the wee hours of the New Year. Activities, performances and other events are held at venues all around Boston. Buy a button and attend as many as you can.












Plan Your Trip

Itineraries


Coastal New England

[image: 07-coastal-itin-nen9-jpg]

2 WEEKS

New England is intrinsically tied to the sea – historically, commercially and emotionally. To see this connection firsthand, follow the coastline.

Start in Boston, whose long-standing connection to the sea is reflected in a host of waterfront attractions. Follow the HarborWalk along the water’s edge from Christopher Columbus Park, stopping at the New England Aquarium and the Institute for Contemporary Art. The following day, board a ferry to the Harbor Islands.

Continue northward to Marblehead and Salem, both rich in maritime history. Don’t miss the Peabody Essex Museum and its wonderful maritime exhibit. To glimpse New England’s fishing industry at work – and to sample its culinary treats – journey to Gloucester. This is also your jumping-off point for a whale-watching cruise to Stellwagen Bank.

Circle around Cape Ann to discover the charms of Rockport and the mysteries of Dogtown. Then continue up the coast to frolic in the waves at Crane Beach in Ipswich and feast on fried clams in Essex.

The New Hampshire coast is scant, but not without merit: walk Hampton Beach’s boardwalk and admire the Colonial-era homes in historic Portsmouth.

Continuing into Maine, spend a day or two exploring Portland. Eat, drink and shop in the Old Port District and check out the Portland Museum of Art. Don’t leave town without snapping a photo of the Portland Head Light on Cape Elizabeth. Continuing northeast, stop for a seafood lunch and a stroll around lovely (but crowded) Boothbay Harbor, or opt for oysters and bookstore browsing in Damariscotta.

Don’t miss a stop in pretty Camden or artsy Rockland, where you can take a windjammer cruise up the rocky coast. When you return to dry land, clamber to the top of Mt Battie in Camden Hills State Park for sweeping Penobscot Bay views, or continue north to Searsport, home of the wonderful Penobscot Marine Museum.

End in Bar Harbor and 
Acadia National Park: highlights of the New England coast. You’ll have no problem occupying yourself for a weekend or a week, exploring Mount Desert Island’s scenery while hiking, biking, kayaking and camping. For a delicious detour, head to Thurston’s Lobster Pound overlooking Bass Harbor.
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Itineraries
Fall Foliage

[image: 07-fall-foliage-itin-nen9-jpg]

10 DAYS

The brilliance of fall in New England is legendary. Scarlet and sugar maples, ash, birch, beech, dogwood, tulip tree, oak and sassafras all contribute to the carnival of autumn color.

Start in Connecticut’s Kent. Hike up Cobble Mountain in Macedonia Brook State Park for views of the forested hills against a backdrop of the Taconic and Catskill mountain ranges. Heading north on Rte 7, stop at Housatonic Meadows State Park to snap a photo of the Cornwall Bridge, then continue into Massachusetts.

Blanketing the westernmost part of the state, the rounded mountains of the Berkshires start turning crimson and gold as early as mid-September. Set up camp in Great Barrington, a formerly industrial town now populated with art galleries and upscale restaurants. It’s a good base for exploring October Mountain State Forest, a multicolored tapestry of hemlocks, birches and oaks. This reserve’s name – attributed to Herman Melville – gives a good indication of when this park is at its loveliest.

Cruising north from Great Barrington, you’ll pass through the Berkshires’ most charming towns: Stockbridge, Lenox and Williamstown. Stop for a few hours or a few days for fine dining, shopping and cultural offerings. Dedicate at least one day to exploring Mt Greylock State Reservation: the summit offers a panorama stretching up to 100 miles across more than five states.

Cross into Vermont and continue north through the historic villages of Bennington and 
Manchester. For fall foliage views head to the top of Mt Equinox, where the 360-degree panorama includes the Adirondacks and the lush Battenkill Valley. Continue north to Burlington, your base for frolicking on Lake Champlain, and sail away on a schooner for offshore foliage views.

Head southeast through Montpelier and continue into New Hampshire. Your destination is Bretton Woods, where you can admire the foliage from the porch of the historic hotel or from a hanging sky bridge. Then make your way to the summit of Mt Washington, whether by car, by train or on foot. When you’re ready to descend from the clouds, follow the headwaters of the Saco River down through the forests of Crawford Notch State Park into North Conway.
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Itineraries
Mountain Meander
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1 WEEK

If you’re longing to breathe mountain air and gaze at majestic scenery, follow this route through New England’s high country.

Enter the White Mountains’ embrace amid the waterfalls and gorges of Maine’s little-visited Grafton Notch State Park, then wind your way south into New Hampshire’s awe-inspiring Presidential Range. Pause near Pinkham Notch to admire, photograph and perhaps climb New England’s highest peak, Mt Washington, then continue south through the pretty village of Jackson to North Conway, which offers a plethora of lodging and dining options.

From here, drive west across the White Mountain National Forest on the supremely scenic Kancamagus Hwy. This route offers countless opportunities for hiking, camping and other outdoor adventuring. Turn north on I-93 to Franconia Notch State Park, where you can hike down the Flume, ride a tramway up Cannon Mountain and see what little remains of the Old Man of the Mountain. Spend a few nights at one of many welcoming inns in Franconia, or detour for dinner at Bethlehem’s creative Cold Mountain Cafe. From here, enjoy the scenery as you motor west to I-91, heading southwest into Vermont. Expansive vistas unfold with abandon as you approach the Green Mountains on US 4. Continue on to Killington for a day of wintertime skiing or summertime mountain biking.

Turn north on VT 100, often called the spine of the state. Snaking north through the mountains, this classic route feels like a backcountry road, littered with cow-strewn meadows and white-steepled churches. Spend a few hours or a few days exploring, turning off on the gap roads and stopping in any number of tiny towns along the way. Don’t miss Warren and Waitsfield in the Mad River Valley – a prime spot for browsing art galleries and antique shops, or horseback riding, swimming, tubing and skiing in the surrounding countryside.

Continuing north, make a beeline for the Ben & Jerry’s factory in Waterbury, where you can tour the premises and sample Vermont’s famous ice cream right at the source – not to mention mourn the loss of bygone flavors in the Flavor Graveyard out back. Finally, sidle on up to Stowe, Vermont’s quintessential ski village, and end your trip with more four-season fun in Smugglers Notch, at the foot of Mt Mansfield.
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Views across Tuckerman Ravine, Pinkham Notch | DAVID BOUTIN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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Itineraries
Historical New England
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2 WEEKS

History lurks round every corner in New England. This itinerary takes you on a journey through some of the region’s prettiest early settlements and most significant historical sites.

Fly into Hartford, CT, and begin your trip at the Gothic Revival–style Wadsworth Atheneum, America’s oldest public art museum, packed with nearly 50,000 artworks. Afterward, visit the gabled and turreted Victorian mansion where Mark Twain spent 17 years in the late 1800s.

Next, it’s off to Connecticut’s oldest village, Stonington – a lovely spot to stroll among the 18th- and 19th-century sea captains’ homes arrayed on a peninsula jutting into Block Island Sound. Follow the coast east into Rhode Island and cross Narragansett Bay to Newport. Linger here a day or two to explore the Cliff Walk and tour the city’s impressive 19th-century mansions built by wealthy American industrialists.

Next stop is Providence, where you can soak up the charms of College Hill’s tree-shaded redbrick lanes and wander the beautiful campus of Brown University, founded in 1764.

Hop over to New Bedford, MA, and catch a ferry to Nantucket. In the 19th century, this island was the world’s whaling capital. Today, you can step back in time at the Nantucket Whaling Museum and the Nantucket Atheneum, where luminaries including Ralph Waldo Emerson and Frederick Douglass once held forth.

Ferry back to the mainland and travel on to Plymouth to learn about the trials and triumphs of the Pilgrims. Next continue to Boston, reliving America’s revolutionary days on a walk along the Freedom Trail and a visit to the Boston Tea Party Ships, or discovering the history of the city’s 19th-century African American community on the Black Heritage Trail. From here, detour northwest to Lexington and Concord to follow the Battle Road and see where the War of Independence began.

Just up the coast, Portsmouth, NH, has one of New England’s most attractive historical centers. The highlight is Strawbery Banke, a 10-acre waterfront parcel preserving some of Portsmouth’s many fine 17th- and 18th-century buildings. End your journey in Woodstock, a quintessential Vermont village of brick-and-clapboard homes surrounding a village green.
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Plan Your Trip

Outdoor Activities


New England offers unlimited opportunities to enjoy the great outdoors. The White Mountains, the Green Mountains and the Berkshires are high points for skiing, hiking and mountain biking. Countless miles of coastline entice travelers with sailing, sea kayaking and whale-watching, while ponds and glacial lakes invite swimming, canoeing and fishing.




Best Hikes

Sunset Ridge Trail Traverse rocky shelves and alpine tundra, surrounded by stunning Green Mountain vistas.

Beehive Loop Scale Acadia’s favorite oceanside cliff on metal ladders bolted into the granite.

Lincoln Woods Trail Experience the White Mountains’ wild beauty on this gorgeous stroll along an old railway bed.

Jones Nose Trail Follow a section of the legendary Appalachian Trail to the summit of Massachusetts’ Mt Greylock.

Dune Shacks Trail Lose yourself in the dunes near the tip of Cape Cod.




Hiking

New England’s plethora of peaks offers ample enticement to don a knapsack and hit the trails. The White Mountains in New Hampshire throw back some of the foulest weather on record, but offer New England’s most spectacular hiking, with adventures for everyone from day-hikers to technical mountaineers. Pick a trail along the Kancamagus Hwy or around Crawford or Pinkham Notch, plan a weeklong trek through the high country with overnights at Appalachian Mountain Club huts (www.outdoors.org), or climb to the summit of Mt Washington, the highest peak in the Northeast.

New Hampshire’s utterly accessible Mt Monadnock is a ‘beginners’ mountain,’ a relatively easy climb up a bald granite batholith. Much less visited, Moosilauke Ravine Lodge offers great views, few crowds and miles of trails.

Maine’s sublime Mt Katahdin remains practically untouched by tourism. Those who make it across the infamous Knife Edge will remember the experience for life. Acadia National Park and Grafton Notch State Park have miles of well-maintained trails for all skill levels.

Vermont’s Green Mountains are also seamed with trails for all levels. Some of the finest hikes radiate out from Stowe, which sports world-class ice climbing too. The ultimate Green Mountain challenge is Vermont’s own end-to-ender, the Long Trail, which runs nearly 300 miles from the Vermont–Massachusetts line to the Canadian border.

The highest peak in Massachusetts, Mt Greylock makes an excellent goal in the Berkshires, but there are scores of lesser hiking trails in the region’s many state parks.


APPALACHIAN TRAIL

Every year, thousands of ambitious souls endeavor to hike all 2179 miles of the Appalachian Trail (AT; http://www.appalachiantrail.org). Everyone has their own reasons for taking on this challenge, but almost all hikers are seeking a life-changing experience. And how could it not be? Half a year carrying your life on your back – facing the harshest weather conditions and the most grueling physical challenges – is bound to affect you profoundly.

Such extreme challenges are not for everybody. Indeed, when the AT was dreamed up, it was never intended to be hiked all in one go. Rather, it was meant to connect various mountain communities where people could go to refresh and rejuvenate. As for refreshing and rejuvenating, the trail has been a smashing success: it’s estimated that two to three million visitors hike a portion of the trail every year, inhaling the fresh air, admiring the spectacular scenery and partaking of the great outdoors.

Even if you don’t have five to seven months to spare to tackle the full distance, you can still challenge yourself: every New England state but Rhode Island offers access to the AT; New Hampshire and Maine contain portions that are considered among the most difficult of the entire AT. New England also offers some of the most amazing vistas and remote wilderness along the trail. So load up your backpack and take a hike – even if it’s just for the day.






Biking


Bicycle Touring

See Boston by bike from the Charles River Bike Path or follow part of Paul Revere’s midnight ride from Boston to Lexington on the Minuteman Commuter Bikeway.

On Cape Cod in Massachusetts, tool around the Cape Cod Canal (www.capecodcanal.us), the Shining Sea Bikeway, the Cape Cod Rail Trail or the Cape Cod National Seashore bike paths. In the Pioneer Valley, the Norwottuck Rail Trail ([image: icon-phonegif]%413-586-8706; www.mass.gov/locations/norwottuck-rail-trail) connects Amherst and Northampton, while the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail ([image: icon-phonegif]%413-442-8928; www.mass.gov/locations/ashuwillticook-rail-trail; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk) follows the Hoosic River from Pittsfield to Adams in the Berkshires.

In Rhode Island, take a spin on the beautiful 14.5-mile East Bay Bike Path, which follows the waterfront out of Providence and weaves past picnic-worthy state parks. New Hampshire’s Lakes Region is another lovely place to cycle, with the newish and still-growing WOW rail trail eventually slated to extend 9 miles along the shores of lakes Winnipesaukee, Opechee and Winniequam.

In Vermont, the Burlington Greenway takes cyclists along Burlington’s beautiful lakeshore for 7.5 miles of smooth riding, linking up with the Island Line Trail and continuing into the middle of Lake Champlain on the Colchester causeway. Two other Vermont bike paths, the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail (www.lvrt.org) and the West River Trail, offer pretty riverside riding.

The region’s islands are particularly well suited to cycling. Rent wheels for the quaint roads of Block Island, RI; for the carriage roads of Mount Desert Island, ME; for the beachy trails of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard, MA; and for the long loop around Isleboro (www.townofislesboro.com), ME.




Mountain Biking & Fat Biking

Fire roads, snowmobile trails and hairy drops at ski areas are fair game for mountain bikers – with an increasing number of fat bikers joining the fun in winter. New England embraces the sport more each year, as resorts add miles of single-track to their offerings. Springtime thaws in April and early May are recuperative times for the trails, freshly exposed after a long winter’s snow, but most trails are accessible by late May or early June. Foliage season is prime time for gallivanting through psychedelic forests. Local bike shops will gladly reveal their favorite haunts.

In Killington, VT, the hills are alive with whoops and hollers as riders roam roam the slopes on some of the most challenging terrain around in the dedicated mountain bike park. New Hampshire’s Loon Mountain ski area zooms daredevils up the mountain in a handy gondola for a white-knuckle, tooth-rattling trip back down. Western Maine’s Sunday River (www.sundayriver.com; 15 S Ridge Rd, Newry; [image: icon-familygif]c) ski area is another great place to set your wheels in motion, with a bike park set in stunning countryside.

Up in Vermont’s Northeastern Kingdom, Kingdom Trails maintains an awesome network of trails. It’s long been a mecca for summertime mountain biking, and now also offers 25 miles of groomed single-track for fat bikers once the snow falls. The nearby Craftsbury Outdoor Center has also recently opened its extensive trail network to fat bikers.






Swimming

The ocean never really heats up in New England, but that doesn’t stop hordes of hardy Yankees from spilling onto the beaches and into the sea on hot summer days. Protected from the Arctic currents, Rhode Island’s beaches tend to be the warmest, particularly at Block Island and Newport. Beaches on Cape Cod, Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard are stunningly beautiful and the water is tolerably cold.

On the North Shore of Massachusetts, Plum Island offers a nice combination of dunes, a wide beach and a wildlife refuge harboring more than 800 species of plants and wildlife. In Ipswich, Crane Beach is a wonderful, pristine stretch of sand in the heart of a wildlife refuge, with trails traversing its dunes. Bring your surfboard and hang ten at Good Harbor Beach (www.gloucester-ma.gov; Thatcher Rd/Rte 127A; parking weekdays/weekends $25/30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm) and Long Beach on Cape Ann.

New Hampshire’s short coastline is hemmed in with condos, but Rye Beach is an old favorite. Maine has a scattering of coastal beaches with icy water, including Ogunquit and Acadia National Park’s Sand Beach. Rangeley Lake in Maine and Lake Winnipesaukee in New Hampshire, two of New England’s largest inland lakes, are ideal for a dip: the former is quite isolated, but the latter is bursting with resorts, shops and services.


RESOURCES

A AMC White Mountain Guide (2017) features the most complete trail information for hiking the White Mountains of New Hampshire and Maine.

A AMC’s Best Sea Kayaking in New England (2016) describes 50 coastal paddling itineraries from Maine to Connecticut.

A Hiking Maine (2015) offers maps and trail information for 72 hikes in the northernmost New England state.

A Rails-to-Trails (www.railstotrails.org) details the (mostly) flat railroad beds that have been converted to hiking and cycling trails.

A New England Mountain Bike Association (www.nemba.org) is a wealth of information about places to ride, trail conditions and ways to connect with other riders.






Sailing & Boating

For maritime jaunts, options are wonderfully varied. Pluck lobster from their traps on a boat out of Portland ([image: icon-phonegif]%207-761-0941; www.luckycatch.com; Long Wharf, 170 Commercial St; adult/child $35/20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct), Boothbay Harbor ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-636-3244; www.boothbayboattrips.com; 42 Commercial St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May-Oct) or Bar Harbor, ME. Hop aboard a research vessel out of Norwalk, CT, and learn about the inhabitants of the sea. Inherit the wind aboard a windjammer out of Camden, ME, or a 19th-century-style schooner in Mystic, CT.

Trained sailors can take out their own boat on the Boston Harbor or in the Charles River Basin, MA. The sailing capital of New England is undoubtedly Newport, RI, where there are endless opportunities to sail – whether you want to do the work or have somebody else do it for you! Sailing is also superb on Vermont’s Lake Champlain, especially in late afternoon when you can watch sunset over the Adirondack Mountains.




Skiing & Snowboarding

New England has no shortage of snow. And there is no better way to enjoy it than to hit the slopes. Downhill skiing takes all forms, including free-heeling, telemarking and snowboarding. Vermont is ski central in New England. Killington Resort is known throughout the East for its extensive snowmaking apparatus and its steep mogul field. Mad River Glen is a rough-and-ready spot that refuses admittance to boarders and proudly operates America’s last remaining single chairlift. For beginner and intermediate skiers, Abenaki Ski Area in New Hampshire is a sweet, family-friendly spot with prices that hark back to its 1930s origins, while Jiminy Peak is the best resort in Massachusetts’ Berkshires. Maine is home to the massive Sunday River Ski Resort ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-543-2754; www.sundayriver.com; 15 S Ridge Rd, Newry; lift ticket adult/teen/child $105/79/69; [image: icon-familygif]c), with slopes on eight peaks, as well as Sugarloaf resort, sitting on the slopes of the state’s second-highest mountain (4237ft).

If the gravity of the situation makes you nervous, you might prefer Nordic skiing. Stowe, VT hosts the largest cross-country ski trail network in the East, with connections to the Catamount Trail (www.catamounttrail.org), a 300-mile route running the full length of Vermont’s Green Mountains. In the nearby Northeast Kingdom, Craftsbury Outdoor Center and Kingdom Trails collectively sport over 200 miles of groomed and ungroomed trails for your exploration, while New Hampshire’s Jackson XC is famous for its 96 miles of trails and well-informed staff.

[image: GettyImages-1077329374.jpg]

Skier at Sunday River Ski Resort | JUSTIN CASH/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Boston


Freedom Trail

For a sampler of Boston’s American Revolution sights, follow the redbrick road. It leads 2.4 miles through the center of Boston, from the Boston Common to the Bunker Hill Monument, tracing the events leading up to and following the War of Independence.




College Town, USA

Boston is a college town: there’s no doubt about it. No other element of the population is quite as influential as the students, who take over the city from September to May.




Sports Fanatics

‘Fanatic’ is no idle word here. Boston fans are passionate about sports, whether they are waking up at 5am to scull on the Charles River, running countless miles through the city streets or joining the raucous chorus of 35,000 fans singing ‘Sweet Caroline’ in the eighth inning of a Boston Red Sox game.
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Around Boston


Pilgrims & Presidents

From the Pilgrims’ landing at Plymouth to witch hysteria in Salem, and from the first Revolutionary battle at Lexington to the presidents who were born and buried in Quincy, this region has shaped US history.




Ocean Economy

The fate of eastern Massachusetts has always been linked to the sea, especially for the whaling capital at New Bedford, the former sea-trade center at Salem and the fading fishing center at Gloucester.




Read a Book

Nineteenth-century Concord was central to the golden age of American literature, being home to literary greats including Emerson, Thoreau and Hawthorne.
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Cape Cod, Nantucket & Martha’s Vineyard


Seashore

It’s hard to imagine a place with a more world-class seashore: from tidal flats to gnarly open-ocean surf, and from soft sandy dunes to eons-old clay cliffs.




Marine Life

Humpback whales find the region ideal for summering. See them up close on a whale-watching tour. Seals and migratory birds are wildly abundant as well.




Bike Trails

The Cape’s bike paths skirt marshes and beaches, cut through woods and soar up and down undulating dunes. When you’ve had your fill there, take your bike on the ferry to Nantucket and the Vineyard.
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Central Mass & the Berkshires


Summer Performances

Each summer a major symphony orchestra, top-notch dance troupes and renowned theater performers land in the hills of the Berkshires, transforming this rural region into a prime cultural destination.




Locavore Heaven

Apple orchards and farm fields are more than just scenery here. Their harvest is yours for the picking: menus are ripe with farm-to-table dishes.




Trails Galore

From the river valleys to the mountaintops, you’re never far from a trailhead. Parks, forests and nature preserves offer everything from good birding to sweaty outings along the Appalachian Trail.







Regions at a Glance
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Rhode Island


Pumping Providence

Providence is positively hopping: from punk dives and hip art bars to loungy neighborhood joints with an art-nouveau aesthetic, there’s something for everyone.




History Writ Small

From Providence’s drawing-room radicals and Bristol’s slave-trading profiteers to the Colonial clapboards of Little Compton and the mansions of Newport’s capitalist kings, the East Bay tells the American story in microcosm.




Ocean State

The ‘Ocean State’ has some of the most beautiful beaches in the northeast – from South County’s stretches of white sand to the bluff-backed shores of Block Island – perfect for swimming, surfing or building sandcastles.
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Connecticut


Artistic Gems

Connecticut’s reputation as a culturally barren NYC suburb is belied by its wonderful galleries and museums. See avant-garde installations at the Aldrich, American masterpieces in New Britain, and esteemed collections in Hartford and New Haven.




Wine Tasting

Connecticut’s hills may not be the most famous wine country, but among the state’s two dozen or so wineries there are some real gems, including Hopkins Vineyard in New Preston.




Ponds & Peaks

With rolling hills and picturesque ponds, Connecticut is wonderful walking country. Hike to Caleb’s Peak, amble along Squantz Pond or wander the trails of the Quiet Corner for the perfect antidote to big-city life.
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Vermont


Outdoor Fun

Mountain bike the Kingdom Trails’ 200-plus miles of paths in summer, survey Mt Mansfield’s kaleidoscopic colors on a fall hike, or ski the best slopes in the East all winter long.




Local Produce

Vermont’s classic patchwork of small farms is replete with organic producers, sugar shacks, cheese-makers and microbreweries, whose products appear on restaurant menus, in food co-ops and at farmers markets statewide.




Vintage Villages

Vermont celebrates small towns like few states in America. Billboards are prohibited and big-box stores are rare, allowing villages to show off their charms. Among the most picturesque are Newfane, Grafton and Woodstock.
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New Hampshire


Lake Life

On Golden Pond didn’t do it justice. Something about paddling in a kayak, cruising on a boat, taking a sunset dip or gazing out at the bobbing loons from a deck makes time stand still in the Lakes Region.




Scenic Drives

Enjoy Kancamagus Hwy’s winding turns through state parks and past gushing gorges, or village-hop along back roads in the Monadnock region. During the fall foliage season, almost every road qualifies as a scenic byway.




Let it Snow

When winter lasts as long as it does in New Hampshire, you find something to do. Ski the magnificent slopes at White Mountain ski resorts, or cruise cross-country at Jackson XC.
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Maine


Take to the Sea

From the multi-masted windjammers of Camden and Rockport to whale-watching cruises of Bar Harbor and kayak trips amid the islands of Penobscot Bay, Maine is paradise for those who feel at home on the water.




Lobster by the Pound

Maine’s famous crustaceans come fresh from the ocean at its many lobster pounds and seafood shacks. Tie on a bib, grab a metal cracker and go to town on these succulent beasties.




Antiques Road Show

Trolling the antiques stores of Maine’s pretty fishing villages and mountain towns is a summer visitors’ tradition.
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Why Go?

Boston’s history recalls revolution and transformation, and today the city is still among the country’s most forward-thinking and barrier-breaking cities.

For all intents and purposes, Boston is the oldest city in America. And you can hardly walk a step over its cobblestone streets without running into some historic site. But Boston has not been relegated to the past. A history of cultural patronage means that the city’s art and music scenes continue to charm and challenge contemporary audiences. Cutting-edge urban planning projects are reshaping the city even now, as neighborhoods are revived and rediscovered. Historic universities and colleges still attract scientists, philosophers and writers, who shape the city’s evolving culture.




When to Go

[image: boston-ccjpg]

Apr On Patriots’ Day, hordes of sports fans attend the world’s oldest marathon.

Jul Hot and humid; many locals make for the beach.

Oct The city comes alive in fall, when students fill the streets.






Best Places to Eat

A Saltie Girl

A Island Creek Oyster Bar

A O Ya

A Pomodoro

A Courtyard

A jm Curley




Best Places to Stay

A Liberty Hotel

A Verb Hotel

A Harding House

A No 284

A HI-Boston

A Gryphon House







Boston Highlights

[image: 10-boston-ch-nen9]

1 Freedom Trail Following in the footsteps of patriots.

2 Fenway Park Watching the Red Sox spank the Yankees.

3 Copley Square Admiring the architecture of Boston’s best-loved plaza.

4 Harvard Square Rubbing shoulders with the top minds of tomorrow.

5 Charles River Esplanade Cycling along this scenic riverside pathway.

6 Museum of Fine Arts Admiring the Art of the Americas collection.

7 North End Drinking vino and dining on pasta, with cannoli for dessert.

8 Boston Harbor Islands Re-imagining Robinson Crusoe.

9 Beacon Hill Contemplating the past in this history-rich neighborhood.

a Rose Kennedy Greenway Celebrating Boston’s urban renewal success story.





History

As one of the earliest European settlements in the New World and the birthplace of the American Revolution, Boston’s ties to history are strong. A prosperous trading center, the city has long boasted fine educational and cultural institutions that are influential in philosophy and literature, art and technology. Industrialization brought significant changes, especially as immigrants diversified the population, leading to conflict, cooperation and growth – a trend that has continued into the 21st century.
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Beacon Hill & Downtown


1Top Sights

1Boston CommonB6

2Museum of ScienceA1

3Old North ChurchF2

4Old State HouseE5

5Public GardenA6




1Sights

6Boston Children’s MuseumG7

7Boston Massacre SiteE5

8Boston Tea Party Ships & MuseumF7

9Chinatown GateD7

10City Hall PlazaD4

11Copp’s Hill Burying GroundE2

12Faneuil HallE4

13Granary Burying GroundD5

14Greenway CarouselF4

   Hood Milk Bottle(see 6)

15King’s Chapel & Burying GroundD5

16LabyrinthF4

17Louisburg SquareB5

18Make Way for Ducklings StatueB6

19Massachusetts State HouseC5

20Museum of African American HistoryC4

21Narrowest HouseE2

22New England AquariumG5

23New England Holocaust MemorialE4

24Old City HallD5

25Old Corner BookstoreD5

26Old South Meeting HouseD5

27Park St ChurchD5

28Paul Revere HouseF3

29Rings FountainF5

30Rose Kennedy GreenwayF4

31West End MuseumC3




2Activities, Courses & Tours

32Black Heritage TrailC5

33Boston Common Frog PondC6

34Boston Green CruisesG6

35Boston Harbor CruisesG4

36City View TrolleysF4

37Community BoatingA4

38Ghosts & GravestonesF4

39Liberty FleetG5

40Lynch Family Skate ParkB1

41New England Aquarium Whale WatchG5

42North End Market TourE3

   NPS Freedom Trail Tour(see 12)

43Old Town Trolley ToursF4

44Swan BoatsB6

45Tadpole PlaygroundC6

46Urban AdvenToursF4




4Sleeping

47Ames HotelE5

48Beacon Hill Hotel & BistroB5

49Bostonian BostonE4

50Boxer HotelC3

51Envoy HotelG7

52HI-BostonC7

53Liberty HotelA4

54Nine ZeroD5

55Omni Parker HouseD5

56Residence Inn MarriottG8

57XV BeaconD5

58YotelG7




5Eating

5975 ChestnutA5

60Avana SushiD7

61Carmelina’sF3

62Clover DTXD5

63Daily CatchF3

64Galleria UmbertoF3

65Gene’s Chinese FlatbreadD7

66Gourmet Dumpling HouseD7

67Grass Roots CafeD6

68James Hook & CoF6

69jm CurleyC6

70Lulu’s Sweet ShoppeE3

71Maria’s PastryE3

72Mike & Patty’sB8

73Modern Pastry ShopE3

74Neptune OysterE3

75No 9 ParkC5

76O YaE7

77ParamountA5

78PomodoroF3

79Row 34G8

80ScopaF3

81TatteA5

82Union Oyster HouseE4

83Yvonne’sD6




6Drinking & Nightlife

8421st AmendmentC5

85Democracy BrewingC6

86DrinkG8

87Les ZygomatesE7

   Lookout Rooftop Bar(see 51)

88PressedA5

89Thinking CupC6

90Trillium Fort PointG7

91Trillium GardenF6

92TunnelC7




3Entertainment

   Boston Ballet(see 93)

93Opera HouseC6

94Shakespeare on the CommonB6

95Simons IMAX TheatreG5

96TD GardenD2

97Wilbur TheatreC7




7Shopping

   Artists for Humanity(see 12)

98Boston Public MarketE4

99Brattle Book ShopC6

100Converse at Lovejoy WharfD2

101Eugene GalleriesA5

102For NowG7

103Greenway Open MarketF5

104Marika’s Antique ShopA4

105North Bennet Street SchoolF3

106ParidaezA4

107SalmagundiE3








1Sights

Boston is a compact city, so many sights are within walking distance of the central downtown area. Almost everything else is accessible by metro (or ‘T’ as it’s called here). Most of the colonial sights are clustered in the oldest part of the city, ie Beacon Hill, Downtown, North End and Charlestown. See many of them by following the 2.5-mile Freedom Trail. Cambridge is also a prime destination for colonial history.

Boston’s excellent museums are a bit further from the center, including the Institute for Contemporary Art and the Children’s Museum in the Seaport District, the Museum of Fine Arts and the Isabella Stuart Gardner Museum in Fenway, and the Museum of Science on the edge of the old West End.

Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute for Technology are both across the river in Cambridge, with enticing campuses and on-site museums.


BOSTON FOR CHILDREN

Boston is one giant history museum, and the setting for many lively and informative field trips. Cobblestone streets and costume-clad tour guides can bring to life the events that kids read about in history books, while hands-on experimentation and interactive exhibits fuse education and entertainment.


Need to Know

Resources Boston Central (www.bostoncentral.com) for family-friendly activities, outings, shops and playgrounds.

Restaurants High chairs and kids’ menus widely available.

Changing tables Often available in museums and public buildings.

Transport Kids aged 11 and under ride the T for free; older kids pay half-price. Reserve child seats in taxis in advance.

Babysitting Boston’s Best Babysitters (www.bbbabysitters.com) or Summer Sitters (www.summersitters.com).




Sights & Activities

Museum of Science More opportunities to combine fun and learning than anywhere in the city. The Discovery Center is specially designed for kids aged under eight.

New England Aquarium Kids can see eye to eye with thousands of sea species in the Giant Ocean Tank.

Boston Children’s Museum Hours of fun climbing, constructing and creating. The museum is especially good for kids aged three to eight.

Franklin Park Zoo In addition to the many animal exhibits, the zoo has a wild and wonderful 10,000-sq-ft playground.

MIT Museum (map Google map) Teenagers will get a kick out of the robots, holograms and other interesting science stuff.

Urban AdvenTours This bike tour is great for all ages. Kids’ bikes and helmets are available for hire, as are bike trailers for toddlers.






1Beacon Hill & Boston Common

Abutted by the Boston Common – the nation’s original public park and the centerpiece of the city – and topped with the gold-domed Massachusetts State House, Beacon Hill is the neighborhood most often featured on Boston postcards. The retail and residential streets on Beacon Hill are delightfully, quintessentially Boston.


[image: icon-top-choice]oBoston CommonPARK

(map Google map; btwn Tremont, Charles, Beacon & Park Sts; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-midnight; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St)

America’s oldest public park, Boston Common has a long and storied history, serving as a campground for British troops during the Revolutionary War and as green grass for cattle grazing until the 1830s. Nowadays, the Common is a place for picnicking and people-watching. In winter, the Frog Pond attracts ice-skaters, while summer draws theater lovers for Shakespeare on the Common. This is also the starting point for the Freedom Trail.




Massachusetts State HouseNOTABLE BUILDING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-727-7030; www.sec.state.ma.us; cnr Beacon & Bowdoin Sts; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:45am-5pm Mon-Fri, tours 10am-3:30pm Mon-Fri; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St) [image: icon-free]F

High atop Beacon Hill, Massachusetts’ leaders and legislators attempt to turn their ideas into concrete policies and practices within the State House. John Hancock provided the land (previously part of his cow pasture) and Charles Bulfinch designed the commanding state capitol, but it was Oliver Wendell Holmes who called it ‘the hub of the solar system’ (thus earning Boston the nickname ‘the Hub’). Free 40-minute tours cover the history, artwork, architecture and political personalities of the State House.




Granary Burying GroundCEMETERY

(map Google map; Tremont St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St)

Dating from 1660, this atmospheric atoll is crammed with historic headstones, many with evocative (and creepy) carvings. This is the final resting place of favorite revolutionary heroes, including Paul Revere, Samuel Adams, John Hancock and James Otis. Benjamin Franklin is buried in Philadelphia, but the Franklin family plot contains his parents.




Louisburg SquareSTREET

(map Google map; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCharles/MGH)

There is no more prestigious address in Boston than Louisburg Square, a cluster of stately brick row houses facing a private park. Louisa May Alcott lived at No 10 after she gained literary success. At the northern corner of the square is the home of former Secretary of State John Kerry and his wife Teresa Heinz.




Museum of African American HistoryMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-725-0022; www.maah.org; 46 Joy St; adult/child $10/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St, Bowdoin)

The Museum of African American History occupies two adjacent historic buildings: the African Meeting House, the country’s oldest black church and meeting house; and Abiel Smith School, the country’s first school for blacks. The museum offers rotating exhibits about the historic events that took place here, and is also a source of information about – and the final destination of – the Black Heritage Trail.






DON’T MISS

PUBLIC GARDEN

Adjoining Boston Common, the Public Garden (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-723-8144; www.friendsofthepublicgarden.org; Arlington St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YArlington) is a 24-acre botanical oasis of Victorian flower beds, verdant grass and weeping willow trees shading a tranquil lagoon. The old-fashioned pedal-powered Swan Boats have been delighting children for generations. The most endearing spot in the Public Garden is the Make Way for Ducklings Statue, (map Google map) depicting Mrs Mallard and her eight ducklings, the main characters in the beloved book by Robert McCloskey.




1Downtown & Waterfront

Much of Boston’s business and tourist activity takes place in this central neighborhood, which includes the Financial District. Downtown is not the thriving shopping area that it once was, especially since the closure of Filene’s Department Store. But it is a bustling district crammed with modern complexes and colonial buildings, including Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market. The Waterfront is home to the Harbor Islands ferries and the New England Aquarium.


Rose Kennedy GreenwayPARK

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-292-0020; www.rosekennedygreenway.org; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium, Haymarket)

Where once there was a hulking overhead highway, now winds a 27-acre strip of landscaped gardens, fountain-lined greens and public art installations. The park has something for everyone: the artist-driven Greenway Open Market for weekend shoppers, food trucks for weekday lunchers, summertime block parties for music lovers and Trillium Garden for beer drinkers. Cool off in the whimsical Rings Fountain, walk the calming labyrinth, or take a ride on the custom-designed Greenway Carousel  (map Google map; per ride $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Apr-Dec).




[image: icon-top-choice]oOld State HouseHISTORIC BUILDING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-720-1713; www.bostonhistory.org; 206 Washington St; adult/child $10/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Jun-Aug, to 5pm Sep-May; [image: icon-bostontgif]YState)

Dating from 1713, the Old State House is Boston’s oldest surviving public building, where the Massachusetts Assembly used to debate the issues of the day before the Revolution. The building is best known for its balcony, where the Declaration of Independence was first read to Bostonians in 1776. Inside, the Old State House contains a small museum of revolutionary memorabilia, with videos and multimedia presentations about the Boston Massacre, which took place out the front.




Boston Massacre SiteMONUMENT

(map Google map; cnr State & Devonshire Sts; [image: icon-bostontgif]YState)

Directly in front of the Old State House, encircled by cobblestones, a bronze plaque marks the spot where the first blood was shed for the American independence movement. On March 5, 1770, an angry mob of colonists swarmed the British soldiers guarding the State House, hurling snowballs, rocks and insults. Thus provoked, the soldiers fired into the crowd and killed five townspeople, including Crispus Attucks, a former slave. The incident sparked enormous anti-British sentiment.




Old South Meeting HouseHISTORIC BUILDING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-482-6439; www.osmh.org; 310 Washington St; adult/child $6/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm Apr-Oct, 10am-4pm Nov-Mar; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YDowntown Crossing, State)

‘No tax on tea!’ That was the decision on December 16, 1773, when 5000 angry colonists gathered here to protest British taxes, leading to the Boston Tea Party. Download an audio of the historic pre–Tea Party meeting from the museum website, then visit the graceful meeting house to check out the exhibit on the history of the building and the protest.




New England AquariumAQUARIUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-973-5200; www.neaq.org; Central Wharf; adult/child $27/19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun, 1hr later Jul & Aug; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium) [image: icon-sustainable]S

Teeming with sea creatures of all sizes, shapes and colors, this giant fishbowl is the centerpiece of downtown Boston’s waterfront. The main attraction is the three-story Giant Ocean Tank, which swirls with thousands of creatures great and small, including turtles, sharks and eels. Countless side exhibits explore the lives and habitats of other underwater oddities, as well as penguins and marine mammals.




New England Holocaust MemorialMEMORIAL

(map Google map; www.nehm.org; btwn Union & Congress Sts; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHaymarket)

Constructed in 1995, the six luminescent glass columns of the New England Holocaust Memorial are engraved with six million numbers, representing those killed in the Holocaust. Each tower – with smoldering coals sending plumes of steam up through the glass corridors – represents a different Nazi death camp. The memorial sits along the Freedom Trail, a sobering reminder of its larger meaning.




Faneuil HallHISTORIC BUILDING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-242-5642; www.nps.gov/bost; Congress St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-bostontgif]YState, Haymarket, Government Center) [image: icon-free]F

‘Those who cannot bear free speech had best go home,’ said Wendell Phillips. ‘Faneuil Hall is no place for slavish hearts.’ Indeed, this public meeting place was the site of so much rabble-rousing that it earned the nickname the ‘Cradle of Liberty.’ After the revolution, Faneuil Hall was a forum for meetings about abolition, women’s suffrage and war. You can hear about the building’s history from National Park Service rangers in the historic hall on the 2nd floor.





King’s Chapel & Burying GroundCHURCH, CEMETERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-523-1749; www.kings-chapel.org; 58 Tremont St; donation $3, tours adult/child $7/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]hchurch 10am-4:30pm Mon-Sat, 1:30-5pm Sun, hourly tours 10am-3pm; [image: icon-bostontgif]YGovernment Center)

Puritan Bostonians were not pleased when the original Anglican church was erected on this site in 1688. The granite chapel standing today – built in 1754 – houses the largest bell ever made by Paul Revere, as well as a historic organ. The adjacent burying ground is the oldest in the city. Besides the biweekly services, recitals are held here every week (12:15pm Tuesday).




Design Museum BostonMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-287-0167; www.designmuseumboston.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hhours vary)

Redefining what it means to be a ‘museum,’ Design Museum Boston brings the goods to you. This ‘pop-up’ museum launches exhibits in public spaces all around town, from shopping malls to public parks to airports. Keep your eyes open: design is all around you.






WORTH A TRIP

ARNOLD ARBORETUM

Under a public-private partnership with Harvard University, the 265-acre Arnold Arboretum ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-524-1718; www.arboretum.harvard.edu; 125 Arborway; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YForest Hills) is planted with over 15,000 exotic trees and flowering shrubs. This gem is pleasant year-round, but it’s particularly beautiful in the bloom of spring. Dog walking, Frisbee throwing, bicycling, sledding and general contemplation are encouraged (but picnicking is not allowed). The southern Forest Hills gate is located on the Arborway just west of the metro station.

A visitor center ([image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Thu-Tue) is at the main gate, just south of the rotary at Rte 1 and Rte 203. Free one-hour walking tours are offered several times a week from April to November.




1West End & North End

Although the West End and North End are physically adjacent, they are worlds apart atmospherically. The West End is an institutional area without much zest. By contrast, the North End is delightfully spicy, thanks to the many Italian ristoranti and salumerie (delis) that line the streets.


[image: icon-top-choice]oOld North ChurchCHURCH

(Christ Church; map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-858-8231; www.oldnorth.com; 193 Salem St; adult/child $8/4, plus $2 for tour; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Nov-March, 9am-6pm April-Oct; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHaymarket, North Station)

Longfellow’s poem ‘Paul Revere’s Ride’ has immortalized this graceful church. It was here, on the night of April 18, 1775, that the sexton hung two lanterns from the steeple as a signal that the British would advance on Lexington and Concord via the sea route. Also called Christ Church, this 1723 Anglican place of worship is Boston’s oldest church.




Copp’s Hill Burying GroundCEMETERY

(map Google map; Hull St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm; [image: icon-bostontgif]YNorth Station)

The city’s second-oldest cemetery – dating from 1660 – is the final resting place for an estimated 10,000 souls. It is named for William Copp, who originally owned this land. While the oldest graves belong to Copp’s children, there are several other noteworthy residents.




[image: icon-top-choice]oMuseum of ScienceMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-723-2500; www.mos.org; Charles River Dam; museum adult/child $28/23, planetarium adult/child $10/8, theater adult/child $10/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm Sat-Thu Jul & Aug, to 5pm Sep-Jun, to 9pm Fri year-round; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YScience Park/West End)

This educational playground has more than 600 interactive exhibits. Favorites include the world’s largest lightning-bolt generator, a full-scale space capsule, a world population meter and an impressive dinosaur exhibit. Kids go wild exploring computers and technology, maps and models, birds and bees, and human evolution. Don’t miss the Hall of Human Life, where visitors can witness the hatching of baby chicks. The Discovery Center is a hands-on play area for kids under the age of eight.




Paul Revere HouseHISTORIC SITE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-523-2338; www.paulreverehouse.org; 19 North Sq; adult/child $4.50/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5:15pm mid-Apr–Oct, to 4:15pm Nov–mid-Apr, closed Mon Jan-Mar; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHaymarket)

When silversmith Paul Revere rode to warn patriots of the British march to Lexington and Concord, he set out from this home on North Sq. This small clapboard house was built in 1680, making it the oldest house in Boston. A self-guided tour through the house and courtyard gives a glimpse of what life was like for the Revere family (which included 16 children!).






West End MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-723-2125; www.thewestendmuseum.org; 150 Staniford St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Tue-Fri, 11am-4pm Sat; [image: icon-bostontgif]YNorth Station) [image: icon-free]F

This gem of a neighborhood museum is dedicated to preserving the memory of the West End and educating the public about the ramifications of unchecked urban development. The main exhibit, the Last Tenement, traces the history of the neighborhood from 1850 to 1958, highlighting its immigrant populations, economic evolution and eventual destruction.




Narrowest HouseHISTORIC SITE

(map Google map; 44 Hull St; [image: icon-bostontgif]YNorth Station)

Across the street from Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, this is Boston’s narrowest house, measuring a whopping 9.5ft wide. Sometimes called a ‘spite house,’ the four-story, c 1800 edifice was reportedly built to block light from the neighbor’s house and to obliterate the view of the house behind it.






KENNEDY FAMILY SITES

John F Kennedy National Historic Site ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-566-7937; www.nps.gov/jofi; 83 Beals St, Brookline; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm daily mid-May–Aug, Wed-Sun Sep & Oct; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCoolidge Corner) [image: icon-free]F See where the 35th US president was born and raised.

John F Kennedy Library & Museum Learn about Kennedy’s political legacy at the official presidential library.

Edward Kennedy Institute for the US Senate Check out the newest Kennedy venue, this one a tribute to JFK’s youngest brother.

Rose Kennedy Greenway Pay your respects to the matriarch of the Kennedy clan.

Union Oyster House (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-227-2750; www.unionoysterhouse.com; 41 Union St; mains $24-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHaymarket) Request the JFK booth and order the lobster bisque.

Harvard University This was JFK’s alma mater, and the university now has a public policy institute and a riverside park that bear his name.




1Charlestown

The site of the original settlement of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Charlestown is the terminus for the Freedom Trail. Many tourists tramp across these historic cobblestone sidewalks to admire the USS Constitution and climb to the top of the Bunker Hill Monument, which towers above the neighborhood.


[image: icon-top-choice]oBunker Hill MonumentMONUMENT

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-242-7275; www.nps.gov/bost; Monument Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm, to 6pm Jun-Sep; [image: icon-busgif]g93 from Haymarket, [image: icon-bostontgif]YCommunity College) [image: icon-free]F

This 220ft granite obelisk monument commemorates the turning-point battle that was fought on the surrounding hillside on June 17, 1775. Ultimately, the Redcoats prevailed, but the victory was bittersweet, as they lost more than one-third of their deployed forces, while the colonists suffered relatively few casualties. Climb the 294 steps to the top of the monument to enjoy the panorama of the city, the harbor and the North Shore.

From April to June – due to the seasonal influx of school groups – you’ll need a climbing pass, which is available at the Bunker Hill Museum ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-242-7275; www.nps.gov/bost; 43 Monument Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm, to 6pm Jun-Sep; [image: icon-busgif]g93 from Haymarket, [image: icon-bostontgif]YCommunity College) [image: icon-free]F across the street. By the way, the name of the Battle of Bunker Hill is misleading, as most of the fighting took place on Breed’s Hill, where the Bunker Hill Monument stands today.




[image: icon-top-choice]oUSS ConstitutionSHIP

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-242-2543; www.navy.mil/local/constitution; Charlestown Navy Yard; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Wed-Sun Jan-Mar, to 6pm Apr, 10am-6pm Tue-Sun May-Sep, to 5pm Oct-Dec; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g93 from Haymarket, [image: icon-boatgif]fInner Harbor Ferry from Long Wharf, [image: icon-bostontgif]YNorth Station) [image: icon-free]F

‘Her sides are made of iron!’ cried a crewman upon watching a shot bounce off the thick oak hull of the USS Constitution during the War of 1812. This bit of irony earned the legendary ship its nickname. Indeed, it has never gone down in a battle. The USS Constitution remains the oldest commissioned US Navy ship, dating from 1797, and it is normally taken out onto Boston Harbor every July 4 in order to maintain its commissioned status.


Make sure you bring a photo ID to go aboard. You’ll learn lots, like how the captain’s son died on the ship’s maiden voyage (an inauspicious start).




Charlestown Navy YardHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-242-5601; www.nps.gov/bost; [image: icon-hoursgif]hvisitor center 10am-5pm Wed-Sun Jan-Apr, 9am-5pm May-Sep, 10am-5pm Oct-Dec; [image: icon-busgif]g93 from Haymarket, [image: icon-boatgif]fInner Harbor Ferry from Long Wharf, [image: icon-bostontgif]YNorth Station) [image: icon-free]F

Besides the historic ships docked here and the museum dedicated to them, the Charlestown Navy Yard is a living monument to its own history of shipbuilding and naval command. Visit the National Park Service Visitor Center here for a free film, guided tours and other info about the Navy Yard and Freedom Trail sites.








2City Walk
Freedom Trail

[image: 10-freedom-wt-nen9-jpg]


START BOSTON COMMON

END BUNKER HILL MONUMENT

LENGTH 2.5 MILES; THREE HOURS



Start at 1Boston Common, America’s oldest public park, now dotted with monuments and public art. On the northern side, you can’t miss the 2Massachusetts State House sitting atop Beacon Hill. Walk north on Tremont St, passing the soaring steeple of 3Park St Church (map Google map; www.parkstreet.org; 1 Park St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-3pm Tue-Sat mid-Jun–Aug, Sun year-round) and the Egyptian Revival gates of the 4Granary Burying Ground, final resting place of many patriots.

At School St, the 5King’s Chapel overlooks the adjacent burying ground. Turn east on School St, and take note of the plaque outside the 6Old City Hall (map Google map; www.oldcityhall.com; 45 School St) commemorating this spot as the site of the first public school. Continue past the 7Old Corner Bookstore (map Google map; cnr School & Washington Sts). Diagonally opposite, the 8Old South Meeting House saw the beginnings of the Boston Tea Party. Further north on Washington St, the 9Old State House was the seat of the colonial government. Later, it was the scene of the city’s first public reading of the Declaration of Independence. Outside the Old State House a ring of cobblestones marks the aBoston Massacre site. Across the intersection, bFaneuil Hall has served as a public meeting place and marketplace for over 250 years.

From Faneuil Hall, follow Hanover St across the Rose Kennedy Greenway. One block east, North Sq is the site of the cPaul Revere House, the city’s oldest wooden house. Back on Hanover St, the Paul Revere Mall offers a lovely vantage point to view the dOld North Church, where two lanterns were hung to signal the British soldiers’ route. From the church, head west on Hull St to eCopp’s Hill Burying Ground, with views across to Charlestown.

Across the Charlestown Bridge, Constitution Rd brings you to the Charlestown Navy Yard, home of the fUSS Constitution. Finally, wind your way through the historic streets of Charlestown center to the gBunker Hill Monument, site of the turning-point American Revolution battle.





1Seaport District & South Boston

The Seaport District is a section of South Boston that is fast developing as an attractive waterside destination, thanks to a dynamic contemporary-art museum and the explosion of new dining and entertainment options. Travel deeper into ‘Southie’ for seaside breezes, a little history and a lot of beer.


[image: icon-top-choice]oInstitute of Contemporary ArtMUSEUM

(ICA; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-478-3100; www.icaboston.org; 25 Harbor Shore Dr; adult/child $15/free, Thu 5-9pm free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue, Wed, Sat & Sun, to 9pm Thu & Fri; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]gSL1, SL2, [image: icon-bostontgif]YSouth Station)

Boston has become a focal point for contemporary art in the 21st century, with the Institute of Contemporary Art leading the way. The building is a work of art in itself: a glass structure cantilevered over a waterside plaza. The vast light-filled interior allows for multimedia presentations, educational programs and studio space, as well as the development of the permanent collection.




Boston Tea Party Ships & MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%866-955-0667; www.bostonteapartyship.com; Congress St Bridge; adult/child $30/18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YSouth Station)

‘Boston Harbor a teapot tonight!’ To protest against unfair taxes, a gang of rebellious colonists dumped 342 chests of tea into the water. The 1773 protest – the Boston Tea Party – set into motion the events leading to the Revolutionary War. Nowadays, replica Tea Party Ships are moored at Griffin’s Wharf, alongside an excellent experiential museum dedicated to the catalytic event. Using re-enactments, multimedia and fun exhibits, the museum addresses all aspects of the Boston Tea Party and subsequent events.




John F Kennedy Presidential Library & MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-514-1600; www.jfklibrary.org; Columbia Point; adult/child $14/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-bostontgif]YJFK/UMass)

The legacy of JFK is ubiquitous in Boston, but the official memorial to the 35th president is the presidential library and museum – a striking, modern, marble building designed by IM Pei. The architectural centerpiece is the glass pavilion, with soaring 115ft ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking Boston Harbor. The museum is a fitting tribute to JFK’s life and legacy. The effective use of video re-creates history for visitors who may or may not remember the early 1960s.




Edward M Kennedy Institute for the United States SenateMUSEUM

(EMK Institute; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-740-7000; www.emkinstitute.org; Columbia Point; adult/child $16/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-bostontgif]YJKF/UMass)

Ted Kennedy served in the US Senate for nearly half a century. It is fitting, therefore, that his legacy should include an institute and museum designed to teach the public about the inner workings of democracy. Opened in 2015, this state-of-the-art facility uses advanced technology, multimedia exhibits and interactive designs to engage visitors and demonstrate the functioning (and sometimes non-functioning) of the legislative process. The museum centerpiece is a full-scale replica of the Senate chamber.




Castle Island & Fort IndependencePARK

(Marine Park; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk May-Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g11, [image: icon-bostontgif]YBroadway) [image: icon-free]F

The 19th-century Fort Independence sits on 22 acres of parkland called Castle Island (a misnomer, as it’s connected to the mainland). A paved pathway follows the perimeter of the peninsula – good for strolling or cycling – and there is a small swimming beach. Kids get a kick out of watching the low-flying planes heading in and out of Logan Airport.




Boston Children’s MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-426-6500; www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org; 308 Congress St; $17, 5-9pm Fri $1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Sat-Thu, to 9pm Fri; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YSouth Station) [image: icon-sustainable]S

The interactive, educational exhibits at the delightful Boston Children’s Museum keep kids entertained for hours. Highlights include a bubble exhibit, rock-climbing walls, a hands-on construction site and intercultural immersion experiences. The light-filled atrium features an amazing three-story climbing maze. In nice weather kids can enjoy outdoor eating and playing in the waterside park. Look for the iconic Hood Milk Bottle (map Google map) on Fort Point Channel.






BOSTON’S GLORIOUS GREENWAYS

The Emerald Necklace (www.emeraldnecklace.org) is an evocative name for a series of parks and green spaces that weave some 7 miles through Boston, from the Boston Common to Franklin Park. Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted in the late 19th century, the Emerald Necklace treats city residents to fresh air, green grass and flowing water, right within the city limits. It’s well suited for cycling, so hop on a bike and go for the green.

At its northern end, the Boston Common and the Public Garden anchor the green chain. From here, the Commonwealth Ave mall stretches west to Fenway. The Back Bay Fens follows the muddy river as it winds its way south.

Olmsted Park (Jamaica Plain; [image: icon-bostontgif]YRiverway) features a paved path that hugs the banks of Leverett Pond and Ward’s Pond in Jamaica Plain. The idyllic spring-fed Jamaica Pond ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-522-5061; www.jamaicapond.com; 507 Jamaica Way, Jamaica Plain; boat rental per hour $15-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hboathouse noon-sunset Mon-Thu, from 10am Fri-Sun Apr-Oct; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YGreen St), on the west side of the Jamaicaway, is more than 50ft deep and great for boating, fishing, jogging and picnicking. Beautifully landscaped and wonderfully serene, the Arnold Arboretum will appeal not only to green thumbs and plant lovers, but also to anyone who can take time to smell the roses. Check the website to see what’s blooming when you’re visiting.

Franklin Park ([image: icon-bostontgif]YStony Brook, Green St, Forest Hills), at 500-plus acres, is an underutilized resource, partly because it is so huge. Still, on weekend afternoons the park is full of families from the nearby neighborhoods of Jamaica Plain, Dorchester and Roxbury. Take the orange line to Stony Brook, Green St or Forest Hills and walk about a half-mile east to the park’s edge. Franklin Park Zoo ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-541-5466; www.zoonewengland.com; 1 Franklin Park Rd; adult/child $20/14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun Apr-Sep, 10am-4pm daily Oct-Mar; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YRuggles) is also contained within the park.




1South End & Chinatown

Chinatown, the Theater District and the Leather District are overlapping areas, filled with glitzy theaters, Chinese restaurants and the remnants of Boston’s shoe and leather industry (now converted lofts and clubs). Nearby, the Victorian manses in the South End have been reclaimed by artists and the LGBTQ+ community, who have created a vibrant restaurant and gallery scene.


[image: icon-top-choice]oUnderground at Ink BlockPUBLIC ART

(www.undergroundinkblock.com; 90 Traveler St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24hr; [image: icon-bostontgif]YTufts Medical Center)

What used to be an abandoned parking lot beneath the interstate is now an 8-acre playground and art space. The main draw is the fantastic mural project, which turned 150,000 sq ft of concrete wall space into a fabulous outdoor gallery for street art, with bold colorful pieces by a dozen local and national artists. To say the mural brightens the place up is an understatement. There’s also a dog park, walking paths and fitness classes to get you moving.




SoWa Artists GuildGALLERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%857-362-7692; www.sowaartistsguild.com; 450 Harrison Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm 1st Fri of month; [image: icon-busgif]gSL4, SL5, [image: icon-bostontgif]YTufts Medical Center) [image: icon-free]F

The brick-and-beam buildings along Harrison Ave were originally used to manufacture goods ranging from canned food to pianos. Now these factories turn out paintings and sculptures instead. Housing about 70 artist studios and more than a dozen galleries, the SoWa Artists Guild is the epicenter of the South End art district. There is a SoWa Open Studios event on the first Friday of every month, while many artists also welcome visitors on Sundays.




Chinatown GateLANDMARK

(map Google map; Beach St; [image: icon-bostontgif]YChinatown)

The official entrance to Chinatown is the decorative gate (paifong), a gift from the city of Taipei. It is symbolic – not only as an entryway for guests visiting Chinatown, but also as an entryway for immigrants who are still settling here, as they come to establish relationships and put down roots in their new home.

Surrounding the gate and anchoring the southern end of the Rose Kennedy Greenway is Chinatown Park. A bamboo-lined walkway runs through the modern gardens. The plaza is often populated by local residents engaged in Xiangqi (Chinese chess) and Falun Gong (a Chinese spiritual practice).






WORTH A TRIP

FOREST HILLS CEMETERY

Dating from 1848, Forest Hills ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-524-0128; www.foresthillstrust.org; 95 Forest Hills Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-dusk; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-bostontgif]YForest Hills) is a gorgeous, green cemetery that is filled with art and whimsy. It is still an active burial ground, but it also plays the role of open-air museum. The walking paths are lined with sculptures paying tribute to individuals and causes from times past, while a contemporary sculpture path winds its way around the historic gravestones, connecting then and now.

Gravestones are dedicated to such famous figures as Revolutionary War heroes William Dawes and Joseph Warren, abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison and suffragette Lucy Stone, poets ee cummings and Anne Sexton, sculptors Daniel Chester French and Martin Milmore, and playwright Eugene O’Neill. The on-site Forsyth Chapel, in the midst of the greenery, is a spot for peaceful contemplation surrounded by vaulted wood ceilings and stained-glass windows. Concerts, poetry readings and other events are often held in this exquisite space. Walk east along the Arborway a half-mile from Forest Hills station.



[image: 10-back-bay-nen9]


Back Bay, the Fenway & the South End


1Top Sights

1Boston Public LibraryF3

2Charles River EsplanadeG1

3Fenway ParkB2

4Isabella Stewart Gardner MuseumA5

5Museum of Fine ArtsB5

6Trinity ChurchG3




1Sights

7Back Bay FensC3

8Citgo SignB2

9Copley SquareF3

10John Hancock TowerG3

11Mary Baker Eddy Library & MappariumD4

12Prudential Center Skywalk ObservatoryE3

13SoWa Artists GuildH6

14Symphony HallD4




2Activities, Courses & Tours

15Community Bike SupplyG5

16Southwest CorridorF4

17Stoneman PlaygroundE2




4Sleeping

18Clarendon Square InnF5

19College ClubG2

20EncoreE5

21Gryphon HouseC2

22Hotel CommonwealthB2

23No 284E3

24Revolution HotelG5

25Verb HotelB3




5Eating

26Audubon BostonA2

27BlunchE7

28Coppa EnotecaG5

29CourtyardF3

30Dirty Water Dough CoF3

31El PelonA3

32Eventide FenwayA3

33Gyro CityA3

34Island Creek Oyster BarB2

35Luke’s LobsterF3

36Mooncusser Fish HouseH4

37Myers \+ ChangH6

38Parish CaféH3

39Puro Ceviche BarE3

40Saltie GirlF3

41Salty PigF4

42Select Oyster BarE3

43SweetgreenF3

44Tasty BurgerA3

45ToroE7




6Drinking & Nightlife

   Beehive(see 52)

46Bleacher BarB2

47Delux CaféG4

48GallowsG6

49HawthorneB2

50Top of the HubE3




3Entertainment

51Berklee Performance CenterD3

52Boston Center for the ArtsG5

   Boston Red Sox(see 3)

53Boston Symphony OrchestraD4

   Company One(see 52)

54Hatch Memorial ShellH1

55Red Room @ Cafe 939D3

56Wally’s CaféD5




7Shopping

57Ars LibriH6

58International Poster GalleryH6

59Prudential CenterE3

60SoWa Farmers MarketH6

61SoWa Open MarketH6

   SoWa Vintage Market(see 13)

62TopdrawerE3

63Trident Booksellers & CaféD3








1Back Bay

Boston’s best architecture – including the Boston Public Library and Trinity Church – is clustered around Copley Square, while the art galleries are lined up along Newbury St. The Charles River Esplanade is not exactly a destination in and of itself, but it’s a fantastic place for a bike ride or a stroll.


[image: icon-top-choice]oBoston Public LibraryLIBRARY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-536-5400; www.bpl.org; 700 Boylston St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 5pm Fri & Sat year-round, plus 1-5pm Sun Oct-May; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCopley) [image: icon-free]F

Founded in 1852, the esteemed Boston Public Library lends credence to Boston’s reputation as the ‘Athens of America.’ The old McKim building is notable for its magnificent facade and exquisite interior art. Pick up a free brochure and take a self-guided tour; alternatively, free guided tours depart from the entrance hall (times vary; see the website for the current schedule).




[image: icon-top-choice]oCharles River EsplanadePARK

(map Google map; www.esplanadeassociation.org; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCharles/MGH, Kenmore)

The southern bank of the Charles River Basin is an enticing urban escape, with grassy knolls and cooling waterways, all designed by Frederick Law Olmsted. It stretches almost 3 miles along the Boston shore of the Charles River, from the Museum of Science to Boston University Bridge. The park is dotted with public art, including an oversized bust of Arthur Fiedler, longtime conductor of the Boston Pops. Paths along the river are ideal for bicycling, jogging or walking.




[image: icon-top-choice]oTrinity ChurchCHURCH

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-536-0944, ext 206; www.trinitychurchboston.org; 206 Clarendon St; adult/child $10/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:30pm Tue-Sat, 12:15-4:30pm Sun Easter-Oct, reduced hours rest of year; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCopley)

A masterpiece of American architecture, Trinity Church is the country’s ultimate example of Richardsonian Romanesque. The granite exterior, with a massive portico and side cloister, uses sandstone in colorful patterns. The interior is an awe-striking array of murals and stained glass, most by artist John LaFarge, who cooperated closely with architect Henry Hobson Richardson to create an integrated composition of shapes, colors and textures. Free architectural tours are offered following Sunday service; on other days there’s a modest admission fee.




Copley SquarePLAZA

(map Google map; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCopley)

Here you’ll find a cluster of handsome historic buildings, including the ornate French-Romanesque Trinity Church, the masterwork of architect HH Richardson. Across the street, the classic Boston Public Library was America’s first municipal library. Pick up a self-guided tour brochure and wander around, noting gems like the murals by John Singer Sargent and sculpture by Augustus Saint-Gaudens.







Prudential Center Skywalk ObservatoryVIEWPOINT

(map Google map; www.skywalkboston.com; 800 Boylston St; adult/child $20/14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm Mar-Oct, to 8pm Nov-Feb; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPrudential)

Technically called the Shops at Prudential Center, this landmark Boston building is not much more than a fancy shopping mall. But it does provide a bird’s-eye view of Boston from its 50th-floor Skywalk. Completely enclosed by glass, the Skywalk offers spectacular 360-degree views of Boston and Cambridge, accompanied by an entertaining audio tour (with a special version catering to kids). Alternatively, you can enjoy the same view from Top of the Hub (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-536-1775; www.topofthehub.net; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-1am; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPrudential) for the price of a drink.




Mary Baker Eddy Library & MappariumLIBRARY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-450-7000; www.marybakereddylibrary.org; 200 Massachusetts Ave; adult/child $6/4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YSymphony)

The Mary Baker Eddy Library houses one of Boston’s hidden treasures. The intriguing Mapparium is a room-sized, stained-glass globe that visitors walk through on a glass bridge. It was created in 1935, which is reflected in the globe’s geopolitical boundaries. The acoustics, which surprised even the designer, allow everyone in the room to hear even the tiniest whisper.





John Hancock TowerNOTABLE BUILDING

(map Google map; 200 Clarendon St; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCopley)

Constructed with more than 10,000 panels of mirrored glass, the 62-story John Hancock Tower was designed in 1976 by Henry Cobb. It is the tallest and most beloved skyscraper on the Boston skyline – despite the precarious falling panes of glass when it was first built. The Hancock offers an amazing perspective on Trinity Church, reflected in its facade.






1Kenmore Square & Fenway

Art lovers should make a beeline for Kenmore Sq & Fenway, a neighborhood that’s home to two fabulous art museums. (You’ll need more than one day if you intend to see them both.) Sports fans, plan ahead if you are hoping to catch a Red Sox game or to take a tour of the baseball park, as the Hometown Team is Boston’s hottest ticket.


[image: icon-top-choice]oFenway ParkSTADIUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-226-6666; www.redsox.com; 4 Jersey St; tours adult/child $20/14, pre-game $35-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Apr-Oct, special schedule game days, 10am-5pm Nov-Mar; [image: icon-bostontgif]YKenmore)

Home of the Boston Red Sox since 1912, Fenway Park is the oldest operating baseball park in the country. As such, the park has many quirks that make for a unique experience. See them all on a ballpark tour, or come see the Sox playing in their natural habitat.

The most famous feature at Fenway Park is the Green Monster, the 37ft-high wall in left field. It is a popular target for right-handed hitters, who can score an easy home run with a high hit to left field. At the base of the Green Monster is the original scoreboard, still updated manually from behind the wall.




[image: icon-top-choice]oMuseum of Fine ArtsMUSEUM

(MFA; map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-267-9300; www.mfa.org; 465 Huntington Ave; adult/child $25/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Sat-Tue, to 10pm Wed-Fri; [image: icon-bostontgif]YMuseum of Fine Arts, Ruggles)

Founded in 1876, the Museum of Fine Arts is Boston’s foremost art museum. The museum covers all parts of the globe and all eras, from the ancient world to contemporary times. The collections are strong in Asian and European art, but the uncontested highlight is the gorgeous Art of the Americas wing.




[image: icon-top-choice]oIsabella Stewart Gardner MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-566-1401; www.gardnermuseum.org; 25 Evans Way; adult/child $15/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Wed-Mon, to 9pm Thu; [image: icon-bostontgif]YMuseum of Fine Arts)

Once home to Isabella Stewart Gardner, this splendid palazzo now houses her exquisite collection of art. The museum includes thousands of artistic objects, especially Italian Renaissance and Dutch Golden Age paintings. The interior courtyard, lush with seasonal plants and flowers, is an oasis of tranquility and beauty.




Citgo SignLANDMARK

(map Google map; [image: icon-bostontgif]YKenmore)

London has Big Ben, Paris has the Eiffel Tower and Boston has the Citgo sign. It’s an unlikely landmark in this high-minded city, but Bostonians love the bright-blinking ‘trimark’ that has towered over Kenmore Sq since 1965. Every time the Red Sox hit a home run over the left-field wall at Fenway Park, Citgo’s colorful logo is seen by thousands of fans. It also symbolizes the end of the Boston Marathon, as it falls at Mile 25 in the race.




Back Bay FensPARK

(map Google map; Park Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk; [image: icon-bostontgif]YMuseum of Fine Arts)

The Back Bay Fens, or the Fenway, follows the Muddy River, an aptly named creek that is choked with tall reeds. The Fens features well-cared-for community gardens, the elegant Kelleher Rose Garden, and plenty of space to toss a Frisbee, play pick-up basketball or lie in the sun.





[image: 10-cambridge-nen9]


Cambridge


1Top Sights

1Harvard Art MuseumsE3

2Harvard UniversityD3

3Harvard YardD3




1Sights

4Harvard Museum of Natural HistoryE1

5John Harvard StatueD3

6Longfellow HouseA1

7Massachusetts HallD3

8Peabody Museum of Archaeology & EthnologyE1

9Smith Campus CenterD3

10Tory RowA1




2Activities, Courses & Tours

11Hahvahd TourD3




4Sleeping

12Charles HotelB3

13Harvard Square HotelC3

14Irving House at HarvardF2




5Eating

15CloverHSQD3




6Drinking & Nightlife

16Café PamplonaE4

17LA BurdickB2




3Entertainment

18American Repertory TheaterB2

19Brattle TheatreC3

20Cambridge ForumC2

21Club PassimC3

22Harvard Film Archive CinemathequeE3

23Sanders Theatre at Memorial HallE2




7Shopping

24Grolier Poetry BookshopD4

25Harvard BookstoreD3

26Raven Used BooksC2








1Cambridge

Stretched out along the north shore of the Charles River, Cambridge is a separate city with two distinguished universities, a host of historic sites, and artistic and cultural attractions galore. The streets around Harvard, Central Sq and Kendall Sq are home to restaurants, bars and clubs that rival their counterparts across the river.


[image: icon-top-choice]oHarvard UniversityUNIVERSITY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-495-1000; www.harvard.edu; Massachusetts Ave; tours free; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

America’s oldest college, Harvard University was founded in 1636 and remains one of the country’s most prestigious universities. Alumni of the original Ivy League school include eight US presidents, and dozens of Nobel Laureates and Pulitzer Prize winners. For visitors, the university campus contains some historic buildings clustered around Harvard Yard, as well as impressive architecture and excellent museums. Free historical tours depart from the Smith Campus Center; self-guided tours are also available.






[image: icon-top-choice]oHarvard YardAREA

(map Google map; Harvard University; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

Harvard Yard remains the historic and geographic heart of the university campus. Flanked by its oldest buildings, the yard’s main entrance at Johnston Gate opens up to wide lawns, gracious architecture and a buzzy academic atmosphere.




[image: icon-top-choice]oHarvard Art MuseumsMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-495-9400; www.harvardartmuseums.org; 32 Quincy St; adult/child/student $15/free/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

The 2014 renovation and expansion of Harvard’s art museums allowed the university’s massive 250,000-piece collection to come together under one very stylish roof, designed by architect extraordinaire Renzo Piano. The artwork spans the globe, with separate collections devoted to Asian and Islamic cultures, northern European and Germanic cultures and other Western art, especially European modernism.




[image: icon-top-choice]oMt Auburn CemeteryCEMETERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-547-7105; www.mountauburn.org; 580 Mt Auburn St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm May-Sep, to 5pm Oct-Apr; [image: icon-busgif]g71, 73, [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

This delightful spot at the end of Brattle St is worth the 30-minute walk west from Harvard Square. Developed in 1831, it was the first ‘garden cemetery’ in the USA. Maps pinpoint the rare botanical specimens and notable burial plots. Famous long-term residents include Mary Baker Eddy (founder of the Christian Science Church) and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (19th-century writer).




Smith Campus CenterUNIVERSITY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-495-6916; www.commonspaces.harvard.edu/smith-campus-center/about; 30 Dunster St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-midnight Sun-Fri, to 1am Sat; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

After a massive overhaul, the Smith Campus Center has been transformed into a fabulous ‘living room’ for students and visitors to congregate, study, socialize, eat and drink. The two-story lobby is abloom with 12,000 plants, growing on the living walls and irrigated by rainwater collected on the roof. Inviting outdoor spaces include street-side plazas and a rooftop terrace.




Tory RowSTREET

(map Google map; Brattle St; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

Heading west out of Harvard Square, Brattle St is the epitome of colonial posh. Lined with mansions that were once home to royal sympathizers, the street earned the nickname Tory Row. Nowadays, it’s a delightful place for a stroll to admire the gracious homes and glean some history from the environs.




Harvard Museum of Natural HistoryMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-495-3045; www.hmnh.harvard.edu; 26 Oxford St; adult/child/student $15/10/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-busgif]g86, [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

This institution is famed for its botanical galleries, featuring some 3000 pieces of handblown, intricately crafted glass flowers and plants. There is a smaller, complementary exhibit of Sea Creatures in Glass by the same artists. Nearby, the zoological galleries house an enormous number of stuffed animals and reassembled skeletons, as well as an impressive fossil collection.

Other cool exhibits feature climate change, sparkling gemstones and arthropods (yes, cockroaches). The price of admission includes entry into the Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology, which is in the same building.




Peabody Museum of Archaeology & EthnologyMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-496-1027; www.peabody.harvard.edu; 11 Divinity Ave; adult/child/student $15/10/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-busgif]g86, [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

The centerpiece of the Peabody is the impressive Hall of the North American Indian, which traces how these peoples responded to the arrival of Europeans from the 15th to 18th centuries. Other exhibits examine indigenous cultures throughout the Americas, including a fantastic comparison of cave paintings and murals of the Awatovi (New Mexico), the Maya (Guatemala) and the Moche (Peru). The price of admission includes entry to the neighboring Harvard Museum of Natural History.




Longfellow HouseHISTORIC BUILDING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-876-4491; www.nps.gov/long; 105 Brattle St; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 9:30am-5pm Wed-Sun late May-Oct, grounds dawn-dusk year-round; [image: icon-busgif]g71, 73, [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard) [image: icon-free]F

Brattle St’s most famous resident was Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, whose stately manor is now a National Historic Site. The poet lived here from 1837 to 1882, writing many of his most famous poems, including ‘Evangeline’ and ‘The Song of Hiawatha.’ Accessible by guided tour, the Georgian mansion contains many of Longfellow’s belongings and is surrounded by lush period gardens.




Massachusetts HallHISTORIC BUILDING

(map Google map; Harvard Yard; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

On the south side of Johnston Gate, Massachusetts Hall is the oldest building on the Harvard campus, dating from 1720. Originally it was a dormitory building, home to 64 students. During the War of Independence, it was occupied (and much damaged) by revolutionary militiamen. Nowadays, it houses the offices of the President of the University and is not open to the public.





[image: 10-mit-around-nen9]


Around Cambridge


1Top Sights

1Massachusetts Institute of TechnologyC3




1Sights

2List Visual Arts CenterC3

3MIT MuseumB2

4Ray & Maria Stata CenterC2




2Activities, Courses & Tours

5Charles River Bike PathC3

6Community Ice Skating @ Kendall SquareD2




4Sleeping

7Harding HouseA1

8Kendall HotelD2




5Eating

9Bon MeC2

10Life AliveA1

11Roxy’s Grilled CheeseB2

12Veggie GalaxyB2

13Whole Heart ProvisionsB2




6Drinking & Nightlife

   A4cade(see 11)

14Havana ClubA2

15Lamplighter Brewing CoB1




3Entertainment

16Improv BostonA2




7Shopping

17Central FleaA2








1Boston Harbor Islands

Boston Harbor is sprinkled with 34 islands, many of which are open for trail walking, bird-watching, fishing, swimming and camping. You can’t visit them all in one day, so consider the activities on offer and plan accordingly.

Hop on the first ferry to Georges Island, where you can spend the morning exploring Fort Warren. After lunch, take the shuttle to one of the other islands. Hit Spectacle Island for good walking trails and marvelous city views. Head to Lovells to catch some rays on the otherwise empty beach and cool off in the refreshing Atlantic waters. Or venture to Grape Island to hunt for wild berries.

Catch a shuttle (if necessary) and ferry back to the mainland from Spectacle or Georges Islands.


Georges IslandISLAND, FORT

([image: icon-hoursgif]hearly May–mid-Oct; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-boatgif]ffrom Long Wharf or Hingham)

Georges Island is one of the transportation hubs for the Boston Harbor Islands. It is also the site of Fort Warren, a 19th-century fort and Civil War prison. While National Park Service rangers give guided tours of the fort and there is a small museum, it is largely abandoned, with many dark tunnels, creepy corners and magnificent lookouts to discover. Weekends on Georges are packed with kids programs, Civil War–era baseball games and jazz concerts.

This is one of the only islands with facilities such as a snack bar and restrooms.




Spectacle IslandISLAND

([image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk early May–mid-Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-boatgif]ffrom Long Wharf) [image: icon-sustainable]S

A Harbor Islands hub, Spectacle Island has a large marina, a solar-powered visitor center, a healthy snack bar and sandy, supervised beaches. Five miles of walking trails provide access to a 157ft peak overlooking the harbor. Special events include Saturday morning yoga classes, Sunday afternoon jazz concerts and Thursday evening clam bakes. Spectacle Island is relatively close to the city and a ferry runs here directly from Long Wharf (hourly in July and August, less frequently in June and September).




World’s EndPARK

(www.thetrustees.org; 250 Martin’s Lane, Hingham; adult/child $8/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-dusk)

This 251-acre peninsula was designed by Frederick Law Olmsted for residential development in 1889. Carriage paths were laid out and trees were planted, but the houses were never built. Instead, wide, grassy meadows attract butterflies and grass-nesting birds. Today, management by the Trustees of Reservations guarantees continued serenity and beauty. The 4 miles of tree-lined paths are perfect for walking, mountain biking or cross-country skiing – download a map from the website. World’s End is accessible by car from Hingham.




LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

THE STATUE OF THREE LIES

The focal point of Harvard Yard is the John Harvard Statue (map Google map; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard), where every Harvard hopeful has a photo taken (and touches the statue’s shiny shoe for good luck). Daniel Chester French’s sculpture, inscribed ‘John Harvard, Founder of Harvard College, 1638,’ is known as the ‘statue of three lies’: it does not actually depict Harvard (since no image of him exists), but a random student; John Harvard was not the founder of the college, but its first benefactor in 1638; and the college was actually founded two years earlier in 1636. The Harvard symbol hardly lives up to the university’s motto, Veritas, or ‘truth.’




Little Brewster IslandISLAND, LIGHTHOUSE

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-223-8666; www.bostonharborislands.org/bostonlight; adult/child $35/25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am & 1pm Fri-Sun Jun-Sep; [image: icon-boatgif]ffrom Long Wharf)

Little Brewster is the country’s oldest light station and site of the iconic Boston Light, dating from 1783. To visit Little Brewster, you must take an organized tour (reservations required). Learn about Boston’s maritime history during a narrated sail around the harbor, passing Graves Light, Long Island Light and Boston Light.

Tours depart from the Boston Harbor Islands Pavilion on the Rose Kennedy Greenway. At the time of research, public access to Little Brewster Island was cut off due to storm damage. Check the website to discover whether travelers can once again climb the 76 steps to the top of the lighthouse for a close-up view of the rotating light and a far-off view of the city skyline.




Lovells IslandISLAND

([image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jun-early Sep; [image: icon-boatgif]ffrom Long Wharf or Georges)

With camping and picnicking facilities, Lovells is one of the most popular Harbor Islands destinations. Two deadly shipwrecks may bode badly for seafarers, but that doesn’t seem to stop recreational boaters, swimmers and sunbathers from lounging on Lovells’ long rocky beach. Some of the former uses of Lovells are evident: European settlers used the island as a rabbit run, and until recently descendant bunnies were still running this place; Fort Standish dates from WWI and is ripe for exploration.






DON’T MISS

MIT: MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT; map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-253-1000; www.mit.edu; 77 Massachusetts Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]hinfo session incl campus tour 10am & 2:30pm Mon-Fri; [image: icon-bostontgif]YKendall/MIT) offers a different perspective on academia. MIT has a proud history of pushing the boundaries, from its innovative architecture and oddball art to its cutting-edge technology and playful pranks. Campus tours depart from the MIT Information Center (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-253-3400; www.web.mit.edu/visitmit; 77 Massachusetts Ave, No 7-121, Rogers Bldg; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri).

Of all the eye-catching buildings on the MIT campus, none has received more attention than the Ray & Maria Stata Center (CSAIL; map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-253-5851; www.csail.mit.edu; 32 Vassar St; [image: icon-bostontgif]YKendall/MIT), an avant-garde edifice that was designed by architectural legend Frank Gehry. Other worthwhile stops on campus include the MIT Museum (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-253-5927; http://mitmuseum.mit.edu; 265 Massachusetts Ave; adult/child $10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Jul & Aug, to 5pm Sep-Jun; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCentral) and the List Visual Arts Center (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-253-4680; http://listart.mit.edu; 20 Ames St, Weisner Bldg; donation $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm Tue, Wed & Fri-Sun, to 8pm Thu; [image: icon-bostontgif]YKendall/MIT). You can also pick up or download a map of MIT’s fantastic collection of public art.






2Activities


Boating


Community BoatingWATER SPORTS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-523-1038; www.community-boating.org; Charles River Esplanade; kayak/stand-up paddleboard/sailboat per day from $45/45/89; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1pm-dusk Mon-Fri, 9am-dusk Sat & Sun Apr-Oct; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCharles/MGH)

Offers experienced sailors unlimited use of sailboats and kayaks on the Charles River, but you’ll have to take a test to demonstrate your ability. A 30-day ‘learn to sail’ package costs $179, while a 30-day Wicked Basic, No-Frills sailing pass is $99.




Swan BoatsBOATING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-522-1966; www.swanboats.com; Public Garden; adult/child $4/2.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Apr-Jun, to 5pm Jul-Aug; [image: icon-bostontgif]YArlington)

A relic of Boston’s bygone days, a ride on the swan boats on the tranquil lagoon of the Public Garden offers 15 minutes of serenity.




Courageous SailingBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-242-3821; www.courageoussailing.org; Pier 4; 2hr sail $190; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-sunset Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun May-Oct; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g93 from Haymarket, [image: icon-boatgif]fInner Harbor Ferry from Long Wharf, [image: icon-bostontgif]YNorth Station)

Named after a two-time America’s Cup winner, Courageous Sailing offers instruction and boat rental for sailors and would-be sailors. A unique public-private partnership, this outfit was established by the City of Boston with the support of private individuals, with the aim of making sailing accessible to kids and adults of all ages, incomes and abilities.






Cycling


[image: icon-top-choice]oMinuteman BikewayCYCLING

(www.minutemanbikeway.org; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAlewife, Davis)

The best of Boston’s bicycle trails starts near Alewife station and leads 5 miles to historic Lexington Center, then traverses an additional 4 miles of idyllic scenery and terminates in the rural suburb of Bedford. The wide, straight, paved path gets crowded on weekends. Rent a bike at the Bicycle Exchange ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-864-1300; www.cambridgebicycleexchange.com; 2067 Massachusetts Ave; rental 1 day $25, additional days $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hhours vary; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPorter). The Minuteman Bikeway is also accessible from Davis Sq in Somerville (Davis T station) via the 2-mile Community Path to Alewife.




Charles River Bike PathCYCLING

(map Google map; Storrow Dr & Memorial Dr; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard, Kendall/MIT, Charles/MGH, Science Park)

A popular cycling circuit runs along both sides of the Charles River between the Museum of Science and the Mt Auburn St Bridge in Watertown center (5 miles west of Cambridge). The round trip is 17 miles, but 10 bridges in between offer ample opportunities to shorten the trip. Rent a bike at Cambridge Bicycle ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-876-6555; www.cambridgebicycle.com; 259 Massachusetts Ave; per 24hr $35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCentral) or Papa Wheelies. Ride carefully! This trail is not particularly well maintained (watch for roots and narrow passes) and is often crowded with pedestrians.




Community Bike SupplyCYCLING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-542-8623; www.communitybicycle.com; 496 Tremont St; per day $25-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Sat year-round, noon-5pm Sun Apr-Sep; [image: icon-bostontgif]YBack Bay)

These friendly folks will rent a hybrid so you can explore the area on two wheels. Conveniently located for a ride along the Southwest Corridor.




Southwest CorridorCYCLING

(map Google map; www.swcpc.org; [image: icon-bostontgif]YBack Bay/South End)

Extending for almost 5 miles, the Southwest Corridor is a paved walkway running between and parallel to Columbus and Huntington Aves. It’s an ideal urban cycling route, leading from Back Bay, through the South End and Roxbury, to Forest Hills in Jamaica Plain. Borrow a bike from Blue Bikes or rent one at Community Bicycle Supply or Papa Wheelies (Back Bay Bicycles; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-247-2336; www.papa-wheelies.com; 362 Commonwealth Ave; rental per day $55-65; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHynes).






Skating


Lynch Family Skate ParkSKATING

(map Google map; Education St, Cambridge; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-9pm; [image: icon-bostontgif]YScience Park) [image: icon-free]F

Local sculptor Nancy Schön had the brilliant idea of turning an under-highway urban wasteland into a playground for Boston’s BMX riders, skateboarders and anybody that rolls. It’s under the access ramp to the Zakim Bridge. Access the park from North Point Park in Cambridge or Paul Revere Park in Charlestown.




Boston Common Frog PondSKATING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-635-2120; www.bostonfrogpond.com; Boston Common; adult/child $6/free, skate rental $12/6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3:45pm Mon, to 9pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to 10pm Fri & Sat mid-Nov–mid-Mar; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St)

When temperatures drop, the Boston Common becomes an urban winter wonderland, with slipping and sliding, swirling and twirling on the Frog Pond. Weekends are often crowded, as are weekdays around noon, as local skate fiends spend their lunch break on the ice. In warmer weather, the Frog Pond becomes a wet and wild spray pool where kids can cool off.

The nearby Tadpole Playground (map Google map) is another fun place for the kids to expend some extra energy.




Community Ice Skating @ Kendall SquareICE SKATING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-492-0941; www.skatekendall.com; 300 Athenaeum St; adult/child $5/1, rental $8/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Mon-Thu, 11am-9pm Fri & Sat, to 6pm Sun Dec-Mar; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YKendall/MIT)

Kendall Sq may not have the same charm as the Boston Common, but this smallish rink has many other benefits. There are usually fewer people, for a start, which means more room for your pirouettes (or whatever you do on the ice). The rental skates are in excellent condition and the staff are helpful if you’re not an experienced skater.






Other Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oNew England Aquarium Whale WatchWHALE WATCHING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-227-4321; www.neaq.org/exhibits/whale-watch; Central Wharf; adult/child/infant $53/33/16; [image: icon-hoursgif]htimes vary late Mar–mid-Nov; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium) [image: icon-sustainable]S

Set off from Long Wharf for the journey to Stellwagen Bank, a rich feeding ground for whales, dolphins and marine birds. Keen-eyed boat captains and onboard naturalists can answer all your questions and have been trained by New England Aquarium experts to ensure that the tours do not interfere with the animals or harm them in any way.




[image: icon-top-choice]oFlatbread Co & Sacco’s Bowl HavenBOWLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-776-0552; www.flatbreadcompany.com; 45 Day St, Somerville; per lane per hour $30, shoe rental $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10:30pm Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YDavis) [image: icon-sustainable]S

Founded in 1939, Sacco’s Bowl Haven is a Somerville institution – old-time candlepin bowling lanes that managed to survive into the 21st century. When Flatbread Company took over they brightened the space and added clay ovens, but preserved most of the lanes and the good-time atmosphere. Now you can enjoy delicious organic pizzas and cold craft beers with your candlepins.




Carson BeachSWIMMING

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-727-8865; Day Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g11, [image: icon-bostontgif]YBroadway)

Heading west from Castle Island, 3 miles of beaches offer opportunities for swimming in an urban setting. L and M St beaches are adjacent to each other along Day Blvd, while Carson Beach is further west. They all have smooth sand, nice harbor views, decent facilities and frigid water.




The Lawn on DPLAYGROUND

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-393-3393; www.signatureboston.com/lawn-on-d; 420 D St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-10pm; [image: icon-busgif]gSL1, SL2)

This open-air ‘adult playground’ is a fun summer destination. At the heart of the experience is SwingTime, a set of glow-in-the-dark swings (yes, for adults), lit by multicolored, solar-powered LEDs. The vast lawn and adjacent tented area host a variety of special events each summer, featuring food, drink, movie nights, games and live music.




Stoneman PlaygroundPLAYGROUND

(map Google map; Charles River Esplanade; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHynes)

Two gated play areas on the Charles River Esplanade get wonderful river breezes. The first is designed for toddlers, with baby swings and slides, while the second has a cool, challenging climbing structure for older kids.








TTours


Boat Tours


Boston Green CruisesCRUISE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-261-6620; www.bostongreencruises.com; 60 Rowes Wharf; adult/child from $28/24; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium, South Station) [image: icon-sustainable]S

See the sights and hear the sounds of the city from Boston’s first super-quiet, zero-emissions electric boat. Spend an hour floating in the Boston Harbor or cruising on the Charles River (or upgrade to a 90-minute combo trip for $39/35 per adult/child).




Boston Harbor CruisesCRUISE

(BHC; map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-227-4321; www.bostonharborcruises.com; 1 Long Wharf; cruises adult/child from $26/22, Codzilla $33/25; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium)

BHC claims to be America’s oldest and largest operator of passenger boats. The options range from a basic Historic Sightseeing Tour around Boston’s inner harbor to sunset cruises, weekend lighthouse cruises, whale-watching and more. Codzilla is a 2800HP speedboat that cruises through the waves at high speeds and guarantees that passengers will get wet.




Liberty FleetCRUISE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-742-0333; www.libertyfleet.com; Central Wharf; adult/child from $19/30; [image: icon-hoursgif]htimes vary Jun-Sep; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium)

The 125ft Liberty Clipper and the smaller Liberty Star take passengers out for a two-hour, 12-mile cruise around the harbor. The schooners sail several times a day, sometimes offering historical re-enactments, brunch or sunsets. Purchase tickets online or from the office on Long Wharf.






Themed Tours


[image: icon-top-choice]oUrban AdvenToursCYCLING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-670-0637; www.urbanadventours.com; 103 Atlantic Ave; tours from $55, rentals per 24hr $40-75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Apr-Oct, reduced hours rest of year; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium)

This outfit was founded by avid cyclists who believe the best views of Boston are from a bicycle. And they’re right! The City View Ride tour provides a great overview of how to get around by bike, including ride-bys of some of Boston’s best sites. Other specialty tours include Bikes at Night and the Emerald Necklace tour. Bicycles, helmets and water are all provided.




Photo WalksWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-851-2273; www.photowalks.com; adult/youth $40/20; [image: icon-familygif]c)

A walking tour combined with a photography lesson. Different routes cover Boston’s most photogenic neighborhoods.





Ghosts & GravestonesHISTORY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%866-754-9136; www.ghostsandgravestones.com; Long Wharf; adult/child $42/25; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium)

A hair-raising tour telling tales of Boston’s darker side, hosted by a cursed gravedigger. Tickets are discounted slightly if you buy them online.




Boston Foodie ToursFOOD

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-461-5772; www.bostonfoodietours.com; $68-88; [image: icon-bostontgif]YNorth Station)

Make sure you start the tour hungry, is the advice from participants in these recommended walking tours. The most popular option is a three-hour walking tour of the Boston Public Market and environs, including tastings of award-winning lobster rolls and clam chowder. Alternatively, the North End Neighborhood Tour focuses on pizza, mozzarella and Italian treats, ending with a pasta dinner.




Boston Duck ToursBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-267-3825; www.bostonducktours.com; adult/child $42/28; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium, Science Park, Prudential)

These ridiculously popular tours use WWII amphibious vehicles that cruise the downtown streets before splashing into the Charles River. The 80-minute tours depart from the Museum of Science, the Prudential Center (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%800-746-7778; www.prudentialcenter.com; 800 Boylston St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPrudential) or the New England Aquarium. Reserve in advance.




North End Market TourWALKING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-523-6032; www.bostonfoodtours.com; tours $60; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 10am & 2pm Wed & Sat, 10am & 3pm Fri)

A three-hour tour around the North End that includes shopping in a salumeria (deli), sampling pastries at the local pasticceria, smelling the herbs and spices that flavor Italian cooking, and sampling spirits at an enoteca (wine bar). Guests have the opportunity to chat with local shopkeepers and other longtime North End residents to reminisce about living and eating in this food-rich neighborhood.




On Location ToursWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%212-683-2027; www.onlocationtours.com; adult/child $27/19)

It’s not Hollywood, but Boston has hosted its share of famous movie scenes. More than 30 films were shot along Boston’s Movie Mile, which you will see on this 90-minute walking tour.






Trolley Tours


Beantown TrolleyBUS

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-343-1328, 617-720-6342; www.brushhilltours.com; adult/child $40/20; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 10am, 12:30pm & 3pm May-Nov)

Take a two-hour tour of the city on these red-colored trolleys, with 15-minute photo breaks at Copley Square and the USS Constitution (but no other hop-on, hop-off privileges). The price includes a harbor cruise from the New England Aquarium or admission to the Mapparium.




City View TrolleysBUS TOUR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-363-7899; www.cityviewtrolleys.com; 296 State St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm daily Apr-Nov, Fri-Mon Dec, Sat & Sun Jan-Mar)

Stay on board and take a loop around Boston in one go, or hop off and back on at any of nine stops along the way. Tour guides are entertaining and informative.




Old Town Trolley ToursTOURS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%855-396-7433; www.trolleytours.com/boston; 200 Atlantic Ave, Long Wharf; adult/child $79/21; [image: icon-bostontgif]YAquarium)

Tour around the city, hopping on and off all day long. Save up to 50% when you book online. This ticket also includes admission to the Old State House, as well as a $10 discount at the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum.






Walking Tours


NPS Freedom Trail TourWALKING

(National Park Service; map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-242-5642; www.nps.gov/bost; Faneuil Hall; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am, 11am, 2pm & 3pm Jun-Sep; [image: icon-bostontgif]YState) [image: icon-free]F

Show up at the NPS Visitor Center in Faneuil Hall at least 30 minutes early to snag a spot on one of the free, ranger-led Freedom Trail tours. Each 60-minute tour follows a portion of the Freedom Trail and is limited to 30 people. Alternatively, take a self-guided tour with the NPS Freedom Trail app (www.nps.gov/bost/planyourvisit/app.htm).




Free Tours By FootWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-299-0764; www.freetoursbyfoot.com/boston-tours)

Take the tour then decide how much you think it’s worth. Popular 90-minute walking tours cover the Freedom Trail ([image: icon-phonegif]%617-357-8300; www.thefreedomtrail.org; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St) [image: icon-free]F, Harvard University, the North End and the Beacon Hill ‘crime tour.’ Tour guides are passionate and entertaining. Best of all, you’ll never pay more than you think you should.




Boston by FootWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%617-367-2345; www.bostonbyfoot.com; adult/child $15/10; [image: icon-familygif]c)

This fantastic nonprofit organization offers 90-minute walking tours, with neighborhood-specific walks and specialty theme tours such as the Hub of Literary America, the Dark Side of Boston and Boston by Little Feet – a kid-friendly version of the Freedom Trail.




Black Heritage TrailWALKING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-742-5415; www.nps.gov/boaf; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 1pm Mon-Sat, more frequently in summer; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St)

The NPS conducts excellent, informative 90-minute guided tours exploring the history of the abolitionist movement and African American settlement on Beacon Hill. Tours depart from the Robert Gould Shaw memorial on Boston Common. Alternatively, take a self-guided tour with the NPS Freedom Trail app (www.nps.gov/bost/planyourvisit/app.htm) or grab a route map from the Museum of African American History.




Hahvahd TourWALKING

(Trademark Tours; map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%855-455-8747; www.harvardtour.com; adult/child $12/10.50; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHarvard)

This company was founded by a couple of Harvard students who shared the inside scoop on history and student life at the university. Now the company offers a whole menu of Boston tours, but the funny, offbeat Hahvahd Tour is the trademark. Tour guides are students who are not afraid to ask for tips.






LGBTQ+ BOSTON

Out and active gay communities are visible all around Boston, especially in the South End and Jamaica Plain.

There is no shortage of entertainment options catering to LGBTQ+ travelers. From drag shows to dyke nights, this sexually diverse community has something for everybody. The biggest event of the year for the Boston gay and lesbian community is June’s Boston Pride, a week of parades, parties, festivals and flag-raisings.

There are excellent sources of information for the gay and lesbian community.

Bay Windows (www.baywindows.com) is a weekly newspaper for LGBTQ+ readers. The print edition is distributed throughout New England, but the website is also an excellent source of news and information.

Edge Boston (www.edgeboston.com) is the Boston branch of the nationwide network of publications offering news and entertainment for LGBTQ+ readers. Includes a nightlife section with culture and club reviews.






zFestivals & Events


[image: icon-top-choice]oBoston MarathonSPORTS

(www.baa.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3rd Mon Apr)

One of the country’s most prestigious marathons takes runners on a 26.2-mile course ending at Copley Sq on Patriots’ Day.




Patriots’ DayCULTURAL

(www.lexingtonma.gov/patriotsday; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3rd Mon Apr)

On the third Monday in April, history buffs commemorate the start of the American Revolution with a re-enactment of the battle on Lexington Green (11 miles west of Boston) and a commemoration ceremony at the North Bridge in Concord (17 miles west of Boston).




Hidden Gardens of Beacon HillCULTURAL

(www.beaconhillgardenclub.org; $50-60; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm on 3rd Thursday in May)

Sponsored by the Beacon Hill Garden Club, here’s your chance to get a peek at a dozen of the neighborhood’s urban gardens. Hidden courtyards and secret passageways are opened up to visitors to marvel at the beautiful blooms and other lovely landscaping. The tour is self-guided.




Boston Pride FestivalLGBT

(www.bostonpride.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun)

During the first full week in June, Boston does its part for this now-national celebration, kicking off with the raising of a rainbow flag on City Hall Plaza (map Google map; [image: icon-bostontgif]YGovernment Center). Events occur throughout the week. The highlight is the Pride Parade and Festival on the second Saturday in June.




Independence DayCULTURAL

(www.bostonpopsjuly4th.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul 4)

Boston hosts one of the biggest Independence Day bashes in the USA, with a free Boston Pops concert on the Esplanade and a fireworks display that’s televised nationally.




Boston Tea Party ReenactmentCULTURAL

(www.oldsouthmeetinghouse.org; $30; [image: icon-hoursgif]hDec)

On the Sunday prior to December 16, costumed actors march from Old South Meeting House to the waterfront and toss crates of tea into the harbor. Nowadays, the ticketed event takes place on the newly rebuilt Griffin’s Wharf, where the Tea Party ships are docked.




First NightNEW YEAR

(www.firstnightboston.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hDec 31)

New Year celebrations begin early and continue past midnight, culminating in fireworks over the harbor. The fun continues on New Year’s Day, with more activities and exhibitions.






4Sleeping

Boston is a relatively expensive place to stay, due to its busy conference and academic calendars and popular tourist appeal. Book in advance online for the best prices. The city offers a wide range of accommodations, from inviting guesthouses in historic quarters to swanky hotels with all the amenities. There is no shortage of stately homes that have been converted into B&Bs, offering an intimate atmosphere and personal service. Considering that this city is filled with students, there are surprisingly few accommodations targeting budget travelers and backpackers, so book your beds as early as possible.

A few welcoming guesthouses and smaller hotels welcome midrange travelers, while many hotels of all sizes cater to high-enders. Prices increase dramatically during peak travel times.

Massachusetts levies a 5.7% hotel tax, while Boston levies a 6% hotel tax and a 2.75% convention-center fee, bringing your total tax to 14.45%. Note that there’s no room tax on B&Bs with fewer than three rooms.


4 Beacon Hill & Boston Common


Beacon Hill Hotel & BistroBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-723-7575; www.beaconhillhotel.com; 25 Charles St; d/ste $269/369; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-bostontgif]YCharles/MGH)

This upscale European-style inn blends into the neighborhood without flashiness or fanfare. Carved out of former residential buildings typical of Beacon Hill, the hotel has 12 very small but stylish rooms decorated with contemporary furniture, louvered shutters and a designer’s subdued palette of paint choices. Added perks include the exclusive roof deck, and complimentary breakfast at the urbane, on-site bistro.




XV BeaconBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-670-1500; www.xvbeacon.com; 15 Beacon St; d from $349; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St)

Housed in a turn-of-the-20th-century beaux-arts building, XV Beacon sets the standard for Boston’s boutique hotels. Guest-room decor is soothing, taking advantage of color schemes rich with taupe, espresso and cream. You’ll find custom-made gas fireplaces and built-in mahogany entertainment units, alongside heated towel racks and rainforest shower heads in the bathrooms, and romantic canopy beds dressed in Frette linens.






4 Downtown & Waterfront


Bostonian BostonHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-523-3600; www.millenniumhotels.com; 26 North St; d from $279; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-bostontgif]YHaymarket) [image: icon-sustainable]S

The Bostonian proudly touts its roots as part of the Blackstone Block, the city’s oldest block. From the moment you enter the cool, contemporary lobby to the time you step out onto your balcony overlooking the bustle of Haymarket, you’ll appreciate this hotel’s singular position.




Nine ZeroBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-772-5810; www.ninezero.com; 90 Tremont St; d from $352; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St) [image: icon-sustainable]S

This chic Kimpton hotel appeals to a broad audience, courting business travelers with complimentary shoe-shine service and ergonomic workspace; active visitors with complimentary bikes and in-room yoga mats; and animal lovers with Kimpton’s signature pet service. All of the above enjoy excellent customer service and marvelous views of the gold-domed Massachusetts State House and the Granary Burying Ground from the upper floors.




Omni Parker HouseHISTORIC HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%617-227-8600; www.omnihotels.com; 60 School St; d from $354; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-bostontgif]YPark St) [image: icon-sustainable]S

History and the Parker House go hand in hand like JFK and Jackie O (who got engaged here).
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