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Welcome to Great Britain

Windsor Castle, Oxford Colleges, Stonehenge: icon-rich Britain is a fascinating mix of famous names and hidden gems, so much so that when travelling this compact country you’re never far from the next stop on your highlights hit-list.

[image: shutterstockRF_351622814]

Jacobite Steam Train | NICK FOX / SHUTTERSTOCK ©


From the soaring ramparts of Edinburgh Castle, via the mountains of North Wales and the picturepostcard landscape of the Cotswolds, Britain’s astounding diversity is a major reason to visit. Its cities tempt with some of the world’s finest museums, shops and restaurants, while cutting-edge clubs and world-famous theatres provide endless nights to remember. Next day, you can be deep in the countryside, high in the hills or delighting in briny shores.

Indeed, a journey through Britain is a journey through history, culture and new experiences. Stroll beside the megaliths of a 5000-year-old stone circle, punt a boat past exquisite Cambridge colleges or see the school room where Shakespeare first learned to use a quill. In Bath you can explore a city flush with gorgeous Georgian architecture, then head off to marvel at the aristocratic ostentation of Blenheim Palace. Scotland’s Highlands and islands beckon you away from city streets, as do English lakes rich in literary heritage, and Welsh mountains alive with adventure sports.

In Great Britain variety rules - the countless castles, pubs and stately homes are ringed by lush farmland, snow-covered slopes or wind-whipped moors. Few countries pack so much into such a small space.
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Plan Your Trip
Great Britain’s Top 12



1 London

Truly one of the world’s greatest cities

London is mercurial and endlessly fascinating; you could spend a lifetime getting to know it, then realise it’s gone and changed again. Stretching back from the mighty River Thames, its lush parks and historic districts are crammed with extraordinary sights: royal palaces, towering cathedrals, and remarkable museums and galleries. Add the pick of the world’s theatres, restaurants, sports venues and shops, and you’ll be very reluctant to leave.

[image: shutterstockRF_651736369]

Tower Bridge | R.CLASSEN / SHUTTERSTOCK ©







GREAT BRITAIN’S TOP 12 PLAN YOUR TRIP


2 Edinburgh

Ancient, atmospheric and brimming with lively pubs

Edinburgh is a city of many moods – famous for its festivals and particularly vibrant in the summer. But spring sees the castle silhouetted against a vivid blue sky, while chill winter mornings create mystery as fog blurs the spires of the Old Town. Explore the ancient alleyways to find rain shining on cobbles and the warm glow emanating from countless pubs.

[image: shutterstockRF_1149701510]

Edinburgh Castle as seen from Princes St Gardens | LOU ARMOR / SHUTTERSTOCK ©







GREAT BRITAIN’S TOP 12 PLAN YOUR TRIP


3 Bath

Sublime architecture and chic city streets

Britain boasts many great cities, but Bath is the belle of the ball. The Romans built a health resort here, thanks to the area’s natural hot springs. The waters were rediscovered in the 18th century, and Bath became the place to be seen. Today the stunning Georgian architecture of grand town houses and sweeping crescents means Bath would demand your undivided attention, even without its Roman remains and swish 21st-century spa.

[image: shutterstock_1165724485]

Roman Baths | MAGDANATKA / SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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4 The Scottish Highlands

Scenic grandeur and echoes of the past

The Highlands abound in breathtaking views. From the regal charm of Royal Deeside, via the brooding majesty of Glen Coe, to the mysterious waters of sweeping Loch Ness – these are landscapes that inspire awe. The region is scattered with fairy-tale castles and the hiking is suitably glorious. Add the nooks of warm Highland hospitality found in classic rural pubs and romantic hotels, and you have an unforgettable corner of the country.

[image: GettyImages-530389647]
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5 Stonehenge

Massive and mysterious, and utterly compelling

Stonehenge is Britain’s most iconic ancient site. People have been drawn to this myth-laden ring of bluestones for 5000 years, and we still don’t know why it was built. Most visitors gaze at the megaliths from the path, but with enough planning you can book an early-morning or evening tour and walk around the inner ring. Experiencing this ethereal place, in the slanting sunlight and away from the crowds, is unforgettable.

[image: shutterstockRF_99203096]

JUSTIN BLACK / SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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6 Skye

The Scottish island of your imagination

Of all Scotland’s many islands, Skye is the most famous and best loved, thanks to a mix of history (Bonnie Prince Charlie and the ‘Skye Boat Song’), accessibility (a bridge links to the mainland) and sheer, uninterrupted beauty. With jagged mountains, velvet moors and towering sea cliffs, Skye’s scenery never fails to impress. And for those days when the mist comes in, there are plenty of castles, local museums and cosy pubs.

[image: shutterstockRF_164503376]

Neist Point lighthouse | MARTIN M303 / SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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7 Oxford & the Cotswolds

World-famous university town meets rural idyll

For centuries, the brilliant minds and august institutions of Oxford University have made the city famous. It’s a revered world you’ll encounter as you stroll hushed college quads and cobbled lanes, discovering beautiful buildings, archaic traditions and stunning architecture. A short drive away lie the Cotswolds, where impossibly picturesque villages feature rose-clad cottages, honey-coloured churches, and pubs with fine ales and views of the lush green hills.

[image: shutterstock_692386999]

Naunton, the Cotswolds | ROSERUNN / SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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8 Stratford-upon-Avon

Literature and history in Shakespeare’s home town

The pretty town of Stratford-upon-Avon is the birthplace of the nation’s best-known dramatist, William Shakespeare. Today the town’s tight knot of Tudor streets form a living map of Shakespeare’s life and times. Crowds of fans and would-be thespians come to enjoy a play at the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) or visit the historic houses owned by Shakespeare and his relatives, with a respectful detour to the old stone church where the Bard was laid to rest.

[image: shutterstock_464332343]

CLAUDIO DIVIZIA / SHUTTERSTOCK © | 
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9 The Lake District

Lyrical landscapes with literary links

William Wordsworth and his Romantic friends were the first to champion the charms of the Lake District, and it’s not hard to see why. The soaring mountains, whaleback fells, razor-edge valleys and – of course – glistening lakes make this craggy corner of the country the spiritual home of English hiking. Strap on the boots, stock up on mint cake and drink in the views: inspiration is sure to follow.

[image: shutterstock_499102012]

SHAI / SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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10 York

Roman and Viking history; dramatic moorland views

Yorkshire’s capital, York, is rich in Roman remains and Viking heritage. It’s also home to York Minster – the biggest medieval cathedral in all of northern Europe. With ancient city walls and a maze of medieval streets, the city is a living showcase for the highlights of English history. Yorkshire can also claim some of Britain’s finest scenery, with brooding moors and green dales rolling down to a dramatic shore.

[image: shutterstock_287561753]

York cityscape with York Minster | DAVID IONUT / SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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11 Snowdonia

An adrenaline junkie’s outdoor delight

The rugged northwest corner of Wales has rocky mountain peaks, glacier-hewn valleys, sparkling lakes and rivers, and charm-infused villages. The busiest part is around Snowdon itself, where many people hike to the summit, and many more take the jolly rack-and-pinion railway to the top. And all around, activity providers are just itching to set up adrenaline thrills ranging from zip-lining and inland surfing to learning snow-craft skills.

[image: LPT0217_056]
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12 Cambridge

Extraordinary architecture and rich traditions

University-town extraordinaire, Cambridge – with its tightly packed core of ancient colleges, picturesque riverside ‘Backs’ (college gardens) and surrounding green meadows – boasts a more tranquil appeal than its historic rival Oxford. Highlights include the intricate vaulting of King’s College Chapel, while no visit is complete without an attempt to steer a punt along the river, or even better, find someone else to do it for you.

[image: shutterstock_755168482]

JOEYCHEUNG / SHUTTERSTOCK ©







Plan Your Trip
Need to Know



Currency

Pound; also called ‘pound sterling’ (£)




Language

English; also Scottish Gaelic and Welsh




Visas

Generally not needed for stays of up to six months. Not a member of the Schengen Zone.




Money

Change bureaux and ATMs widely available, especially in cities and major towns.




Mobile Phones

The UK uses the GSM 900/1800 network, which covers the rest of Europe, Australia and New Zealand, but isn’t compatible with the North American GSM 1900.




Time

Britain is on GMT. The clocks go forward for ‘summer time’ one hour at the end of March, and go back at the end of October. The 24-hour clock is used for transport timetables.






When to Go

[image: 03-climate-bo-bri2]

High Season (Jun–Aug)

oThe best weather. Accommodation rates peak around August school holidays.

oBusy roads, especially in coastal areas, national parks and big-draw cities.

Shoulder (Mar–May, Sep & Oct)

oCrowds reduce. Prices fall.

oWeather often good. March to May: sunny spells and sudden showers. September to October: chance of warm, late-summer. For many Scottish outdoor activities, May and September are the best months.

Low Season (Nov–Feb)

oWet and cold. Expect snow falls, especially in mountain areas and the north.




Daily Costs

Budget: Less than £55

oDorm beds: £15–30

oCheap meals in cafes and pubs: £7–11

oLong-distance coach: £15–40 (200 miles)

Midrange: £55–120

oDouble room in a midrange hotel or B&B: £65–130 (London £100–200)

oMain course in a midrange restaurant: £10–20

oLong-distance train: £20–80 (200 miles)

Top End: More than £120

oFour-star hotel room: from £130 (London from £200)

oThree-course meal in a good restaurant: around £40

oCar rental per day: from £35




Useful Websites

BBC (www.bbc.co.uk) News and entertainment from the national broadcaster.

Visit Britain (www.visitbritain.com) Comprehensive official tourism website.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/great-britain) Destination information, hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

Traveline (www.traveline.info) Great portal site for public transport in all parts of Britain.

British Arts Festivals (www.artsfestivals.co.uk) Lists hundreds of festivals – art, literature, dance, folk and more.




Opening Hours

Expect shorter winter hours in rural areas; some places close completely from October to April.

Banks 9.30am to 4pm or 5pm Monday to Friday; some open 9.30am to 1pm Saturday.

Pubs & Bars 11am to 11pm Monday to Thursday, 11am to 1am Friday and Saturday, 12.30pm to 11pm Sunday.

Shops 9am to 5.30pm (or 6pm in cities) Monday to Saturday, and often 11am to 5pm Sunday. Big-city convenience stores open 24/7.

Restaurants Lunch is noon to 3pm, dinner 6pm to 9pm (later in cities).




Arriving in Great Britain

Heathrow Airport (London) Trains, the London Underground (tube) and buses to central London run from just after 5am to before midnight (night buses run later); fares from £6 to £22.

Gatwick Airport (London) Trains to central London run from 4.30am to 1.35am (£10 to £20); hourly buses to central London around the clock from £8.

St Pancras International (central London) Receives Eurostar trains from Paris or Brussels; linked by London-wide underground lines.

Victoria Coach Station (central London) Buses from Europe arrive here; frequent underground links.

Edinburgh Airport (Edinburgh) Frequent trams (£6) and buses (£4.50) to Edinburgh city centre. Night buses every 30 minutes from 12.30am to 4am (£4).




Getting Around

Transport can be expensive compared to Continental Europe. Bus and rail services are sparse in remote regions. For timetables, see www.traveline.info.

Car Set your own pace, especially in far-flung parts. Widespread car hire.

Train Relatively expensive. Extensive, frequent coverage, country-wide.

Bus Cheaper and slower than trains; useful in more remote regions.



For more, see Getting Around A [image: arrow]
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Hot Spots for…


History

In Great Britain the past is ever-present, with countless headline sights bringing it vividly to life. Prepare for a magical history tour.

[image: shutterstock_665543434]

ATTILA JANDI / SHUTTERSTOCK ©



London

Home to (arguably) the world’s best parks, unique royal palaces and remarkably diverse museums.




Tower of London

Executions, royal intrigue and the spectacular Crown Jewels.







Edinburgh

From crag-top castles to a maze of medieval alleys – Edinburgh’s history is written in its streets.




Rosslyn Chapel

The dim, densely decorated chapel in The Da Vinci Code.







Stonehenge

This mysterious, mighty monument exerts an almost hypnotic draw, amid a landscape rich in history.




Stone Circle Access

Book months in advance to walk between the stones.








The Great Outdoors

From Scotland’s epic isles, via adventure-packed Wales to the sublime Lake District, Britain offers an extraordinary diversity of terrain that begs to be explored.

[image: shutterstock_1030124977]

MATTIA QUERCI / SHUTTERSTOCK ©



Skye

Scotland’s wild isle has a 50-mile-long patchwork of moors, mountains, lochs and towering sea cliffs.




Skye Wilderness Safaris

Hike into the Quiraing or through the Cuillin Hills.







Snowdonia

An extraordinary array of adrenaline activities includes hiking, caving and white-water sports.




Surf Snowdonia

An adventure park centred on a vast artificial wave pool.







Lake District

Painters and poets know it: the best place in England for natural splendour.




Windermere Lake

Cruise the lake aboard a modern or period vessel.








Arts & Architecture

Thriving theatres, galleries packed with world-class art, jagged castles, Georgian cityscapes, ornate stately homes – Britain will excite and delight you to your cultural core.

[image: shutterstockRF_231502672]

VICTOR MASCHEK / SHUTTERSTOCK ©



London

Blockbuster theatre shows, exquisite ballet and opera, iconic architecture and extraordinary art.




Tate Modern

Tag along on a free tour of the modern art powerhouse.







Bath

One of Britain’s most beautiful cities – Georgian architecture, a Roman bathhouse and a sophisticated air.




No 1 Royal Crescent

A glimpse into the refined splendour of Georgian life.







Stratford-upon-Avon

Few places are as steeped in Shakespeare as the birthplace of the Bard.




RSC Guided Tours

Go behind the scenes of one of the world’s grand stages.








Food

Britain’s culinary renaissance surges on. All over the country, stylish eateries and gourmet gastropubs are delighting in a new-found passion for quality local produce.

[image: shutterstock_1029365164]

EUNICE YEUNG / SHUTTERSTOCK ©



Oxford & the Cotswolds

From tapas to modern-British degustations, discover globetrotting restaurants and seasonal produce.




Edamamé

Join the line for some divine Japanese treats.







London

A dining destination of head-spinning culinary diversity, from Michelin-starred restaurants to street food.




Claridge’s Foyer & Reading Room

Afternoon tea? Do it in style.







Skye

A small island delivering a big culinary lesson: superb restaurants can be found in surprising places.




Scorrybreac

An intimate eatery serving Skye’s local produce.














Plan Your Trip
Essential Great Britain


Activities

The British love the great outdoors, and every weekend sees a mass exodus from the towns and cities to the mountains, hills, moors and shores. Hiking and biking are the most popular pursuits, but there’s a huge range of activities available – from fishing and horse riding to skiing, climbing, kayaking and sailing. The Scottish Highlands, North Wales, Yorkshire and the Lake District are focal points for many activities. Stop off there and you might find getting wet and muddy is the highlight of your trip.

[image: shutterstock_211321429]

Theatre group promoting their show at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe | STEPHEN FINN / SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Shopping

From charity-shop finds to bespoke suits, Great Britain offers thousands of ways to spend your hard-earned cash. London boasts many big-name shopping attractions, including Harrods, Hamleys and Camden Market. In Edinburgh, Princes St’s department stores are augmented by shops selling everything from designer threads and handmade jewellery to tartan goods. Oxford, Cambridge and York are dotted with antiques and secondhand bookshops. And everywhere there’s a resurgence in farmers markets championing local produce. Get ready to spend.




Entertainment

As you’d expect, London offers theatre, dance and classical-music scenes that are among the best in the world. However you budget your time and money in the capital, make sure you take in a show. Edinburgh also has a thriving cultural scene, typified by its annual feast of performance: the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. The university cities of Cambridge and Oxford – and to a lesser extent Bath – are cultural hot spots, too, with a wealth of new theatre works and classical concerts.

[image: shutterstockRF_89553841]

a London market | PEDRO RUFO / SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Eating

Britain has enjoyed a culinary revolution over the past two decades. London is recognised as having one of the best restaurant scenes in the world, but the rest of Britain is also scattered with fine eateries making the most of superb local produce – you’ll find happy feeding grounds in Edinburgh, the Highlands, the Cotswolds, Oxford, Cambridge, York and Bath, to name just a few. And everywhere in between all kinds of eateries – from swish restaurants to rural inns – are championing the culinary mantra: local, seasonal, organic.




o[image: star]Best Restaurants

Gordon Ramsay

Edamamé

The Circus

Cochon Aveugle

Timberyard




Drinking & Nightlife

Despite the growth of stylish clubs and designer bars, the traditional neighbourhood or village pub is still the centre of social life, and a visit can lead you right under the nation’s skin. In these ‘locals’ the welcome is genuine, the fire is real and that tankard has hung on that hook for centuries. So now is the time to try the alcoholic beverages most associated with England (beer) and Scotland (whisky). Sampling them and appreciating their complexities – as well as visiting breweries and distilleries – could keep you occupied the whole trip.










Plan Your Trip
Month by Month


January


z[image: festivals] London Parade


A ray of light in the gloom, the New Year’s Day Parade in London (to use its official title; www.londonparade.co.uk) is one of the biggest events of its kind in the world, featuring marching bands, street performers, classic cars, floats and displays winding their way through the streets.






February


z[image: festivals] Jorvik Viking Festival


The ancient Viking capital of York becomes home once again to invaders and horned helmets galore, with the intriguing addition of longship races (www.jorvik-viking-festival.co.uk).




2[image: activities] Fort William Mountain Festival


Britain’s capital of the outdoors, near Ben Nevis in Scotland, celebrates the peak of the winter season with ski workshops, mountaineering films and talks by famous climbers (www.mountainfestival.co.uk).






March


3[image: entertainment] University Boat Race


Annual race down the River Thames in London between the rowing teams from Cambridge and Oxford universities; an institution since 1829 that still enthrals the country (www.theboatrace.org).




3[image: entertainment] Six Nations Rugby Championship


The highlight of the rugby calendar (www.rbs6nations.com) runs from late January to March, with the home nations playing at London’s Twickenham, Edinburgh’s Murrayfield and Cardiff’s Principality stadiums.






April


2[image: activities] London Marathon


More than 35,000 runners take to the streets; superfit athletes cover the 26.22 miles in just over two hours, while others dress up in daft costumes and take considerably longer (www.virginmoneylondonmarathon.com).

[image: shutterstockRF_137940992]

London Marathon | BIKEWORLDTRAVEL / SHUTTERSTOCK ©




z[image: festivals] Beltane


Thousands of revellers climb Edinburgh’s Calton Hill for this modern revival of a pagan fire festival (www.beltane.org) marking the end of winter.




z[image: festivals] Spirit of Speyside


Based in Dufftown, a Scottish festival of whisky, food and music, with five days of art, cooking, distillery tours and outdoor activities (www.spiritofspeyside.com).






May


3[image: entertainment] FA Cup Final


Grand finale of the football (soccer) season for over a century. Teams from across England battle it out over the winter months, culminating in this heady spectacle at Wembley Stadium – the home of English football.




z[image: festivals] Chelsea Flower Show


The Royal Horticultural Society flower show at Chelsea is the highlight of the gardener’s year (www.rhs.org.uk/chelsea).






June


3[image: entertainment] Cotswolds Olimpicks


Welly-wanging, pole-climbing and shin-kicking are the key disciplines at this traditional Gloucestershire sports day, held every year since 1612 (www.olimpickgames.co.uk).




3[image: entertainment] Trooping the Colour


Military bands and bear-skinned grenadiers march down London’s Whitehall in this martial pageant to mark the monarch’s birthday (www.trooping-the-colour.co.uk).




3[image: entertainment] Wimbledon Tennis


The world’s best-known tennis tournament, attracting all the big names, while crowds cheer and eat tons of strawberries and cream (www.wimbledon.com).




z[image: festivals] Glastonbury Festival


One of Britain’s favourite pop and rock gatherings is invariably muddy, and still a rite of passage for every self-respecting British music fan (www.glastonburyfestivals.co.uk).



[image: shutterstockRF_544852369]

Glastonbury Festival | BENNY HAWES / SHUTTERSTOCK ©




o[image: star]Best Festivals

Glastonbury Festival, June

Edinburgh International Festival and Festival Fringe, August

Trooping the Colour, June

Braemar Gathering, September

Guy Fawkes Night, November




July


3[image: entertainment] Great Yorkshire Show


Harrogate plays host to one of Britain’s largest county shows (www.greatyorkshireshow.co.uk). This is the place for Yorkshire grit, Yorkshire tykes, Yorkshire puddings, Yorkshire beef…




z[image: festivals] International Musical Eisteddfod


Festival of international folk music at Llangollen, with eclectic fringe and big-name evening concerts.




2[image: activities] Cowes Week


Britain’s biggest yachting spectacular on the choppy seas around the Isle of Wight (www.aamcowesweek.co.uk).




z[image: festivals] Womad


Roots and world music take centre stage at this festival (www.womad.org) in a country park in the south Cotswolds.






August


3[image: entertainment] Edinburgh’s Festivals


Edinburgh’s most famous August happenings are the International Festival and Festival Fringe, but this month the city also has an event for anything you care to name – books, art, theatre, music, comedy, marching bands… (www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk).




z[image: festivals] Notting Hill Carnival


London’s famous multicultural Caribbean-style street carnival in the district of Notting Hill. Steel drums, dancers, outrageous costumes (www.thelondonnottinghillcarnival.com).






September


3[image: entertainment] Braemar Gathering


The biggest and most famous Highland Games in the Scottish calendar, traditionally attended by members of the Royal Family. Highland dancing, caber tossing and bagpipe playing (www.braemargathering.org).






October


5[image: eating] Falmouth Oyster Festival


The West Country port of Falmouth marks the start of the traditional oyster-catching season (www.falmouthoysterfestival.co.uk) with a celebration of local food from the sea and fields of Cornwall.






November


z[image: festivals] Guy Fawkes Night


Also called Bonfire Night (www.bonfirenight.net); on 5 November fireworks fill Britain’s skies in commemoration of a failed attempt to blow up parliament, way back in 1605.




z[image: festivals] Remembrance Day


Red poppies are worn and wreaths are laid in towns and cities around the country on 11 November in commemoration of fallen military personnel (www.poppy.org.uk).






December


z[image: festivals] New Year Celebrations


The last night of December sees fireworks and street parties in town squares across the country. London’s Trafalgar Sq is where the city’s largest crowds gather to welcome the New Year.












Plan Your Trip
Get Inspired


Read

Notes from a Small Island (Bill Bryson; 1995) An American’s fond and astute take on Britain.

Raw Spirit (Iain Banks; 2003) An enjoyable jaunt around Scotland in search of the perfect whisky.

Slow Coast Home (Josie Drew; 2003) The chatty tale of a 5000-mile cycle tour through England and Wales.

On the Black Hill (Bruce Chatwin; 1982) Traces 20th-century Welsh rural life through the lens of an oddball pair of twins.

On the Slow Train (Michael Williams; 2011) A paean to the pleasure of British rail travel.




Watch

Brief Encounter (1945) Classic tale of a buttoned-up English love affair.

Whisky Galore! (1949) Classic Ealing comedy about Scots outfoxing the government when a cargo of whisky gets shipwrecked; remade in 2016.

Trainspotting (1996) The gritty underbelly of life among Edinburgh drug addicts.

Withnail & I (1987) Cult comedy about two out-of-work actors on a disastrous Lake District holiday.

Submarine (2010) Scabrous coming-of-age tale set in 1980s-era Swansea.




Listen

Waterloo Sunset (The Kinks; 1967) Ray Davies’ love letter to a London sunset.

A Day in the Life (The Beatles; 1967) The standout from Sgt Pepper’s.

God Save The Queen (The Sex Pistols; 1977) The Pistols do the national anthem.

Ghost Town (The Specials; 1981) Classic track from the maestros of two-tone.

Parklife (Blur; 1994) Britpop-meets-Barnet courtesy of Damon Albarn and co.

Common People (Pulp; 1994) Jarvis Cocker’s wry commentary on British class.
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Plan Your Trip
Five-Day Itineraries


Capitals & Colleges

On this trip you’ll experience Britain’s best cities and oldest universities. Start with a day in Oxford for a taste of prestigious college life, then it’s two days in London and Edinburgh discovering your favourite parts of these two irresistible cities.

[image: 08-capitals-itin-bo-bri2]
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Glorious Scotland

Scotland, they say, stays with you. This trip ensures it does, leading from Edinburgh’s blockbuster sights and cultural venues into the Highlands, to find scenery, wildlife and distilleries. It ends with a jaunt to the hauntingly beautiful Isle of Skye.

[image: 08-scotland-itin-bo-bri2]
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10-Day Itinerary


Mountains & Moors

Pack your hiking boots and your waterproofs: this outdoor extravaganza winds through some of Wales’ and England’s best wild spaces. Start by increasing your heart rate in activity-central Snowdonia, then peel off north to hike the Lake District and Yorkshire’s dales and moors.

[image: 08-mountains-itin-bo-bri2]
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Two-Week Itinerary


Historic South

Energising cities, must-see ancient sites and two world-class universities – this is a tour of Britain’s big heritage draw-cards. After three leisurely London days, meander west to take in Stonehenge, Georgian-era Bath and the bucolic Cotswolds before heading off to prestigious seats of literature and learning.

[image: 08-historic-south-itin-bo-bri2]
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Plan Your Trip
Family Travel



Britain is ideal for travelling with children because of its compact size, packing a lot of attractions into a small area. So when the kids in the back seat ask ‘Are we there yet?’, your answer can often be ‘Yes, we are’.

Many places of interest cater for kids as much as adults. At historic castles, for example, mum and dad can admire the medieval architecture, while the kids will have great fun striding around the battlements. In the same way, many national parks and holiday resorts organise specific activities for children. It goes without saying that everything ramps up in the school holidays.

[image: shutterstockRF_687333160]

Science Museum | TUPUNGATO / SHUTTERSTOCK ©


When to Go

The best time for families to visit Britain is pretty much the best time for everyone else: from April/May to the end of September. It’s worth avoiding August – the heart of school summer holidays – when prices go up and roads are busy, especially near the coast. Other school holidays are the two weeks around Easter Sunday, and mid-December to early January, plus three week-long ‘half-term’ breaks – usually late February (or early March), late May and late October.




Accommodation

Some hotels welcome kids (with their parents) and provide cots, toys and babysitting services, while others maintain an adult atmosphere. Many B&Bs offer ‘family suites’ of two adjoining bedrooms with one bathroom, and an increasing number of hostels (YHA, SYHA and independent) have family rooms with four or six beds – some even with private bathroom attached. If you want to stay in one place for a while, renting a holiday cottage is ideal. Camping is very popular with British families, and there are lots of fantastic campsites, but you’ll usually need all your own gear.




Best Regions for Kids

London Children’s attractions galore, with many free. Ample green space.

Lake District Kayaks for teenagers; boat rides and Beatrix Potter for youngsters.

Oxford & the Cotswolds Oxford has Harry Potter connections; the Cotswolds is ideal for little-leg strolls.

Snowdonia Zip wires, artificial surf lagoons and vast, subterranean trampolines.

Edinburgh Tons of kid-friendly museums and castles.

Scottish Highlands Hardy teenagers plunge into outdoor activities; Nessie-spotting at Loch Ness is fun for all the family.



[image: shutterstockRF_791270644]

Natural History Museum | PIO3 / SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Baby-Changing Facilities

Most museums and other attractions in Britain usually have good baby-changing facilities (cue old joke: I swapped mine for a nice souvenir). Elsewhere, some city-centre public toilets have baby-changing areas, although these can be a bit grimy; your best bet for clean facilities is an upmarket department store. On the road, baby-changing facilities are generally bearable at motorway service stations and OK at out-of-town supermarkets.




o[image: star]Best Experiences for the Family

Science Museum, London

Ghost Hunt of York, York

Roman Baths, Bath

Natural History Museum, London

National Railway Museum, York




Useful Websites

Baby Goes 2 (www.babygoes2.com) Advice, tips and encouragement (and a stack of adverts) for families on holiday.

MumsNet (www.mumsnet.com) No-nonsense advice on travel and more from a vast network of UK mothers.
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London at a Glance…



Everyone comes to London with preconceptions shaped by books, movies and songs. Whatever yours are, prepare to have them exploded by this amorphous city. Beyond the instantly recognisable architecture, London is a city of the imagination, whether in theatrical innovation, contemporary art, pioneering music, food or design. And it’s a city with both wide-open vistas and sight-packed, high-density streets. From major museums, galleries and iconic attractions to sweeping parks and riverside panoramas – there’s plenty to fall in love with.
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Two Days in London

Make your first stop London’s beating heart, Trafalgar Square, then spend a good couple of hours discovering the National Gallery. Next, tour the Houses of Parliament before dining at Palomar. On day two stroll to the Tate Modern, then over the Millennium Bridge to St Paul’s Cathedral. Evening brings supper at Brasserie Zedel and drinks at Dukes London.




Four Days in London

Roam the Tower of London, then ride a London bus to the British Museum, before drinks at the American Bar with dinner at Gymkhana. On day four hop on a boat to cruise to Greenwich for the Royal Observatory and the Cutty Sark. Relax with a modern-British meal at St John followed by a Zetter Townhouse cocktail (or two).




Arriving in London

Heathrow Airport Trains, the tube and buses to the centre (£5.70 to £21.50). Taxi £46 to £87.

Gatwick Airport Train (£10 to £20), bus (from £5) or taxi (£100) to the centre.

Stansted Airport Train (£23.40), bus (from £12) or taxi (from £130) to the centre.

St Pancras International Train Station In Central London (for Eurostar train arrivals); connected to the tube.



[image: shutterstockRF_158425190]

Millennium Bridge leading to St Paul’s Cathedral | GAGLIARDIIMAGES / SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Where to Stay

Hanging your hat (or anything else you care to remove) in London can be painfully expensive, and you’ll almost always need to book well in advance. Decent hostels are easy to find but aren’t as cheap as you might hope for. Hotels range from no-frills chains through to the world’s most ritzy establishments, such as the Ritz itself. B&Bs are often better value and more atmospheric than hotels.









TOP EXPERIENCE
British Museum


One of the oldest and finest in the world, this famous museum boasts vast Egyptian, Etruscan, Greek, Roman, European and Middle Eastern galleries, among others. It is frequently London’s most-visited attraction, drawing 6.5 million visitors annually.

[image: 10-british-museum-te-bo-bri2]
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[image: dont-miss]yDon’t Miss

The Rosetta Stone. This sizeable jagged fragment was the key to deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphics.







[image: need-to-know]8Need to Know

MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 020-7323 8299; www.britishmuseum.org; Great Russell St & Montague Pl, WC1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h 10am-5.30pm Sat-Thu, to 8.30pm Fri; [image: icon-tubegif]t Russell Sq, Tottenham Court Rd [image: icon-free]F




[image: take-a-break]5Take a Break

Enjoy a traditional cream tea at Tea & Tattle (MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 07722 192703; www.teaandtattle.com; 41 Great Russell St, WC1; afternoon tea for one/two £17/33.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h 9am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, noon-4pm Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W ; [image: icon-tubegif]t Tottenham Court Rd), across the road.




[image: top-tip]oTop Tip

Audio and family guides (adult/child £7/6) are available from the audio-guide desk in the Great Court.






Great Court

Covered with a spectacular glass-and-steel roof designed by Norman Foster in 2000, the Great Court is the largest covered public square in Europe. In its centre is the world-famous Reading Room.



[image: shutterstockRF_299277995]

Great Court | ANNA LEVAN / SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Ancient Egypt, Middle East & Greece

The Ancient Egypt collection is the star of the show. It comprises sculptures, fine jewellery, papyrus texts, coffins and mummies, including the beautiful and intriguing Mummy of Katebet (room 63). The most prized item in the collection is the Rosetta Stone (room 4), discovered in 1799. In the same room, look out for the enormous bust of the pharaoh Ramesses the Great.

Assyrian treasures from ancient Mesopotamia include the 16-tonne Winged Bulls from Khorsabad (room 10).

Another major highlight is the controversial Parthenon sculptures (Elgin Marbles; room 18), which were taken from the Parthenon in Athens by Lord Elgin (the British ambassador to the Ottoman Empire).




Roman & Medieval Britain

The Mildenhall Treasure (room 49) is a collection of pieces of AD 4th-century Roman silverware from Suffolk with both pagan and early-Christian motifs.

Don’t miss Lindow Man in room 50 – the well-preserved remains of a 1st-century man, he was discovered in a bog in northern England in 1984. Equally fascinating are artefacts from the Sutton Hoo Ship-Burial, an elaborate 7th-century Anglo-Saxon burial site from Suffolk.

Perennial favourites are the Lewis Chessmen (room 40), 12th-century game pieces carved from walrus tusk and whale teeth that were found on a remote Scottish island.




Enlightenment Galleries

Formerly known as the King’s Library, this neoclassical space (room 1) contains collections tracing how modern biology, archaeology, linguistics and geography emerged during the 18th-century Enlightenment.




Tours

There are up to 15 free 30- to 40-minute Eye-opener tours of individual galleries daily. There are also free 45-minute lunchtime gallery talks (1.15pm Tuesday to Friday), a 1½-hour highlights tour (£14; 11.30am and 2pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday) and free Friday-evening 20-minute spotlight tours.



[image: british-museum-IH]





TOP EXPERIENCE
Tower of London


The unmissable Tower of London offers a window into a gruesome and compelling history. This was where two kings and three queens met their deaths and countless others were imprisoned.

[image: 10-tower-london-te-bo-bri2]





Great For…

v h A
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The spectacular Crown Jewels, including the Imperial State Crown, set with 2868 diamonds.







[image: need-to-know]8Need to Know

MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 0844 482 7777; www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-london; Petty Wales, EC3; adult/child £24.80/11.50, audio guide £4/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h 9am-4.30pm Tue-Sat, from 10am Sun & Mon; [image: icon-tubegif]t Tower Hill
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The New Armouries Cafe in the southeastern corner of the inner courtyard offers hot meals and sandwiches.




[image: top-tip]oTop Tip

Book online for cheaper rates for the Tower.
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In the 1070s, William the Conqueror started work on the White Tower to replace the castle he’d previously had built here. By 1285, two walls with towers and a moat were built around it and the defences have barely been altered since. A former royal residence, treasury, mint and armoury, it became most famous as a prison when Henry VIII moved to Whitehall Palace in 1529 and started meting out his preferred brand of punishment.


White Tower

The most striking building is the central White Tower, with its solid Norman architecture and four turrets. Today on the entrance floor it houses a collection from the Royal Armouries, including Henry VIII’s commodious suit of armour. On the middle floor is St John’s Chapel, dating from 1080 and therefore the oldest place of Christian worship in London.




Crown Jewels

Waterloo Barracks now contains the glittering Crown Jewels, including the platinum crown of the late Queen Mother, set with the 106-carat Koh-i-Noor (Mountain of Light) diamond and the Imperial State Crown, worn by the Queen at the State Opening of Parliament. Slow-moving travelators shunt wide-eyed visitors past the collection.




The Bloody Tower

On the far side of the White Tower is the Bloody Tower, where the 12-year-old Edward V and his little brother Richard were held ‘for their own safety’ and later murdered, perhaps by their uncle, the future Richard III. Sir Walter Raleigh did a 13-year stretch here, too, under James I, when he wrote his Historie of the World.




Executions & Ravens

In front of the Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vincula stood Henry VIII’s scaffold, where nobles such as Anne Boleyn and Catherine Howard (Henry’s second and fifth wives) were beheaded. Look out for the latest in the Tower’s long line of famous ravens, which legend says could cause the White Tower to collapse should they leave (their wing feathers are clipped in case they get any ideas).




Guided Tours

To get your bearings, take the entertaining (and free) guided tour with any of the Beefeaters. Hour-long tours leave every 30 minutes from the bridge near the main entrance; the last tour is an hour before closing.



[image: toweroflondon-IH]





TOP EXPERIENCE
Tate Modern


A spellbinding synthesis of modern art and capacious industrial brick design, Tate Modern has been extraordinarily successful in taking challenging works and making us love them.

[image: 10-tate-modern-te-bo-bri2]
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[image: dont-miss]yDon’t Miss

Works by big-name, must-see artists, including Matisse, Warhol and Hirst.







[image: need-to-know]8Need to Know

MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 020-7887 8888; www.tate.org.uk; Bankside, SE1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h 10am-6pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c ; [image: icon-tubegif]t Blackfriars, Southwark, London Bridge [image: icon-free]F




[image: take-a-break]5Take a Break

The Tate Modern Cafe dishes up sandwiches, drinks and light meals to hungry art fans.




[image: top-tip]oTop Tip

Free guided highlights tours depart at 11am, noon, 2pm and 3pm daily. Audio guides (£4) are also available.
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One of London’s most amazing attractions, this outstanding modern- and contemporary-art gallery is housed in the creatively revamped Bankside Power Station south of the Millennium Bridge. The secret of its success has been to combine both free permanent collections and fee-paying, big-name temporary exhibitions. The stunning Switch House extension opened in 2016, increasing available exhibition space by 60%.


The Building

The 4.2 million bricks of the 200m-long Tate Modern is an imposing sight, designed by Swiss starchitects Herzog and de Meuron, who scooped the prestigious Pritzker Prize for their transformation of the empty power station. Leaving the building’s central 99m-high chimney, adding a two-storey glass box onto the roof and employing the cavernous Turbine Hall as a dramatic entrance space were three huge achievements. Herzog and de Meuron also designed the new 10-storey Tate extension.




The Collections

As a supreme collection of modern art, the contents of the museum are, however, the main draw. At their disposal, the curators have paintings by Georges Braque, Henri Matisse, Piet Mondrian, Andy Warhol, Mark Rothko and Jackson Pollock as well as pieces by Joseph Beuys, Damien Hirst, Louise Bourgeois, Claes Oldenburg and Auguste Rodin.

Tate Modern’s permanent collection is arranged by both theme and chronology on levels 2 and 4 of Boiler House and levels 0, 2, 3 and 4 of Switch House. With more than 60,000 works on constant rotation, if there’s a particular piece you want to see, check the website to see if (and where) it’s hanging.

The location is also supreme, as the balconies on level 3 with their magnificent views will attest. The Millennium Bridge elegantly conveys views direct from the Tate Modern to St Paul’s Cathedral on the far bank of the river.

To visit the sister-museum Tate Britain, hop on the Tate Boat (MAP GOOGLE MAP; www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-boat; one-way adult/child £8.30/4.15) from Bankside Pier.




What’s Nearby

The elegant steel, aluminium and concrete Millennium Bridge (MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-tubegif]t St Paul’s, Blackfriars) staples the south bank of the Thames, in front of Tate Modern, to the north. The low-slung frame designed by Lord Norman Foster and Anthony Caro looks spectacular, particularly when lit up at night, and the view along it to St Paul’s has become an iconic image.







TOP EXPERIENCE
Entertainment Capital


The West End is synonymous with musicals, and no trip to London would be complete without an evening of Mamma Mia!, Les Misérables or Phantom of the Opera. If musicals don’t float your boat, there are more alternatives than you’ll have evenings to fill: fringe theatre, dance, opera and classical concerts.
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[image: dont-miss]yDon’t Miss

Book an informative one-hour front-of-house grand tour, operating most days at the Royal Albert Hall.







[image: need-to-know]8Need to Know

Buy cheap tickets on the day at the venue or from Tkts Leicester Sq (www.tkts.co.uk/leicester-square; The Lodge, Leicester Sq, WC2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h 10am-7pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4.30pm Sun; [image: icon-tubegif]t Leicester Sq) booths.




[image: take-a-break]5Take a Break

Stop at Lamb & Flag for a pre-theatre drink.




[image: top-tip]oTop Tip

At the Royal Opera House, discounted tickets for each day of the week (for the first 49 people; £4 to £68) go on sale on Friday at 1pm.









[image: GettyImages-455390990]

The Proms at Royal Albert Hall | ROB BALL / CONTRIBUTOR / GETTY IMAGES ©


Theatre

A night out at the theatre is as much a must-do London experience as a ride on the top deck of a double-decker bus. London’s Theatreland in the dazzling West End – from Aldwych in the east, past Shaftesbury Ave to Regent St in the west – has a concentration of theatres only rivalled by New York’s Broadway. It’s a thrillingly diverse scene, encompassing Shakespeare’s classics performed with old-school precision, edgy new works, raise-the-roof musicals and some of the world’s longest-running shows.

There are around 40 theatres in the West End alone, but Theatreland is just the brightest facet of London’s sparkling theatre world, where venues range from highbrow theatrical institutions to tiny fringe stages tucked away above pubs.

If you love Shakespeare and the theatre, Shakespeare’s Globe (MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 020-7401 9919; www.shakespearesglobe.com; 21 New Globe Walk, SE1; seats £20-45, standing £5; [image: icon-tubegif]t Blackfriars, London Bridge) will knock your theatrical socks off. This authentic Shakespearean theatre is a wooden ‘O’ without a roof over the central stage area, and although there are covered wooden bench seats in tiers around the stage, many people (there’s room for 700) do as 17th-century ‘groundlings’ did, standing in front of the stage.

The National Theatre (MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 020-7452 3000; www.nationaltheatre.org.uk; South Bank, SE1; [image: icon-familygif]c ; [image: icon-tubegif]t Waterloo), England’s flagship theatre (its full name is the Royal National Theatre), showcases a mix of classic and contemporary plays performed by excellent casts in three theatres (Olivier, Lyttelton and Dorfman).

The cosy Donmar Warehouse (MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 020-3282 3808; www.donmarwarehouse.com; 41 Earlham St, WC2; [image: icon-tubegif]t Covent Garden) is London’s ‘thinking person’s theatre’. Current artistic director Josie Rourke has staged some intriguing and successful productions, including the well-received comedy My Night with Reg.

[image: GettyImages-497287571]

A theatre ticket booth in London | PCRUCIATTI / GETTY IMAGES ©




Opera, Ballet & Classical Music

With multiple world-class orchestras and ensembles, quality venues, reasonable ticket prices and performances covering the whole musical gamut from traditional crowd-pleasers to innovative compositions, London will satisfy even the fussiest classical music, opera or ballet buff.

The Royal Albert Hall (MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 0845 401 5034; www.royalalberthall.com; Kensington Gore, SW7; [image: icon-tubegif]t South Kensington) hosts classical music, rock and other performances, but is famously the venue for the BBC-sponsored Proms. Booking is possible, but from mid-July to mid-September Proms punters queue for £5 standing (or ‘promenading’) tickets that go on sale one hour before curtain-up. Otherwise, the box office and prepaid-ticket collection counter are through door 12 (south side of the hall).

The £210 million redevelopment for the millennium gave classic opera a fantastic setting in the Royal Opera House (MAP GOOGLE MAP; [image: icon-phonegif]% 020-7304 4000; www.roh.org.uk; Bow St, WC2; tickets £4-270; [image: icon-tubegif]t Covent Garden), and coming here for a night is a sumptuous affair. Although the program has been fluffed up by modern influences, the main attractions are still the opera and classical ballet – all are wonderful productions and feature world-class performers.




Tickets

oBook well ahead for live performances and if you can, buy directly from the venue.

oEnquire at the theatre’s own box office about cut-price standby tickets or limited late releases for otherwise sold-out shows.

oStudent standby tickets are sometimes available one hour or so before performances start. Some theatres have cheap tickets or cheap student/youth tickets on certain days.

oShakespeare’s Globe offers 700 standing tickets (£5) for each performance. A handful of 10p standing tickets are available for performances at the Jerwood Theatre Downstairs at the Royal Court Theatre.

oMidweek matinees at such venues as the Royal Opera House are usually much cheaper than evening performances; restricted-view seats can be cheap.

oAt gigs, be wary of touts outside the venue on the night. Tickets may be counterfeit or stolen.







TOP EXPERIENCE
London’s Markets


The capital’s famed markets are a treasure trove of foodie treats, small designers, unique jewellery pieces, colourful vintage items and bric-a-brac. They’re a joyful antidote to impersonal, carbon-copy shopping centres.
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[image: dont-miss]yDon’t Miss

The Sunday Upmarket, at Brick Lane, which only pops up at the weekend.







[image: need-to-know]8Need to Know

Take an umbrella: Camden and Old Spitalfields markets are both mainly covered, but many aren’t.




[image: take-a-break]5Take a Break

The Ten Bells (MAP GOOGLE MAP; www.tenbells.com; 84 Commercial St, E1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h noon-midnight Sun-Wed, to 1am Thu-Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W ; [image: icon-tubegif]t Shoreditch High St) pub, perfectly positioned for a pint after a wander around Spitalfields Market.




[image: top-tip]oTop Tip

Camden Market comprises four distinct market areas. They tend to sell similar kinds of things, but each has its own specialities and quirks.






Borough Market

Located here in some form or another since the 13th century (and possibly since 1014), ‘London’s Larder’ (MAP GOOGLE MAP; www.boroughmarket.org.uk; 8 Southwark St, SE1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h 10am-5pm Wed & Thu, 10am-6pm Fri, 8am-5pm Sat; [image: icon-tubegif]t London Bridge) has enjoyed an astonishing renaissance in the past 15 years.
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The British Museum

A HALF-DAY TOUR

The British Museum, with almost eight million
items in its permanent collection, is so vast and
comprehensive that it can be daunting for the
first-time visitor. To avoid a frustrating trip —
and getting lost on the way to the Egyptian
mummies - set out on this half-day exploration,
which takes in some of the museum’s most
important sights. If you want to see and learn
more, join a tour or grab an audioguide (£7).

Winged Bulls from Khorsabad

This awesome pair of alabaster winged bulls with human
heads once guarded the entrance to the palace of Assyrian
King Sargon Il at Khorsabad in Mesopotamia, a cradle of
civilisation in present-day Iraq.

Ancient

Lion Hunt Reliefs 5.

Greece & Rome

A good starting point is the @) Rosetta Stone,

the key that cracked the code to ancient

Egypt’s writing system. Nearby treasures from
Assyria — an ancient civilisation centred in
Mesopotamia between the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers —including the colossal

@ Winged Bulls from Khorsabad, give way to
the @ Parthenon Sculptures, highpoints of
classical Greek art that continue to influence
us today. Be sure to see both the sculptures
and the monumental frieze celebrating the

Parthenon Sculptures

The Parthenon, a white marble temple dedicated to
Athena, was part of a fortified citadel on the Acropolis in
Athens. There are dozens of sculptures and friezes with

models and interactive displays explaining how they all
once fitted together.
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Rosetta Stone
Written in hieroglyphic,
demotic (cursive ancient
Egyptian script used for
everyday use) and Greek,
the 762kg stone contains a
decree exempting priests
from tax on the first anniver-
sary of young Ptolemy V's
coronation.
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Bust of Pharaoh Ramesses Il
The most impressive sculpture in the Egyptian
galleries, this 725kg bust portrays Ramesses
the Great, scourge of the Israelites in the Book
of Exodus, as great benefactor.
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birth of Athena. En route to the West Stairs
is a huge @ Bust of Pharaoh Ramesses I,
just a hint of the large collection of
©Egyptian mummies upstairs. (The
earliest, affectionately called Ginger be-
cause of wispy reddish hair, was preserved
simply by hot sand.) The Romans introduce
visitors to the early Britain galleries via the
rich @Mildenhall Treasure. The Anglo-
Saxon @ Sutton Hoo Ship Burial and the
medieval @ Lewis Chessmen follow.

Lewis Chessmen

The much-loved 78 chess pieces portray faceless
pawns, worried-looking queens, bishops with
their mitres turned sideways and rooks (or
castles) as ‘warders’, gnawing away at their
shields. N

EATING OPTIONS

Court Cafe At the northern end of the
Great Court; takeaway counters with salads
and sandwiches; communal tables.

Gallery Cafe Slightly out of the way off
Room 12; quieter; offers hot dishes.

Great Court Restaurant Upstairs overlooking
the former Reading Room; sit-down meals.

ILEANA_BT / SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Egyptian Mummies
Among the rich collection of mummies and funerary objects is
'Ginger', who was buried at the site of Gebelein, in Upper Egypt,

almost 5500 years ago, and Katebet, a one-time chantress
(ritual performer) at the Amun temple in Karnak.

Greece &
Rome N
.
e | Stairs
7

Medieval |/ Court

Europe . Restaurant
i3 7

(6] :

e Ancient
o Middle East
UPPER FLOOR

Sutton Hoo Ship Burial

This unique grave of an important (but unidentified) Anglo-
Saxon royal has yielded drinking horns, gold buckles and a
stunning helmet with face mask.

Mildenhall Treasure

Roman gods such as Neptune and Bacchus share space with
early Christian symbols like the chi-rho (short for ‘Christ’)

on the find’s almost three dozen silver bowls, plates and
spoons.
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Edinburgh Meander down the Royal
Mile, puzzle over Rosslyn Chapel's
symbols, explore Edinburgh Castle, sip
a whisky (or two); the two days will fly

e\ by.
N

\: London Go royal
\ (Buckingham Palace,
Oxford Christ Church College, the “ Windsor Castle), gocultural
Bodleian Library, punting and Tolkien's v (West End theatres, V&A),
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4 1hrto Edinburgh
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Tower of London
TACKLING THE TOWER

Although it's usually less busy in the late
afternoon, don’t leave your assault on the
Tower until too late in the day. You could
easily spend hours here and not see it all.
Start by getting your bearings on one of
the Yeoman Warder (Beefeater) tours;
they are included in the cost of admission,
entertaining and the easiest way to access
the @ Chapel Royal of St Peter ad
Vincula, which is where they finish up.

When you leave the chapel, the @ Scaffold
Site is directly in front. The building
immediately to your left is Waterloo
Barracks, where the @ Crown Jewels are
housed. These are the absolute highlight
of a Tower visit, so keep an eye on the
entrance and pick a time to visit when it
looks relatively quiet. Once inside, take
things at your own pace. Slow-moving
travelators shunt you past the dozen

or so crowns that are the treasury’s
centrepieces, but feel free to double-back
for asecond or even third pass.

Allow plenty of time for the @) White Tower,
the core of the whole complex, starting
with the exhibition of royal armour. As you
continue onto the 1st floor, keep an eye out
for @ St John's Chapel.

The famous @ravens can be seen in the
courtyard south of the White Tower. Next,
visit the @Bloody Tower and the torture
displays in the dungeon of the Wakefield
Tower. Head next through the towers that
formed the @ Medieval Palace, then take
the @East Wall Walk to get a feel for the
castle’'s mighty battlements. Spend the rest
of your time poking around the many other
fascinating nooks and crannies of the Tower
complex.

BEAT THE QUEUES

= Buy tickets online, avoid week-
ends and aim to be at the Tower first
thing in the morning, when queues
are shortest.

®» An annual Historic Royal Palaces
membership allows you to jump the
queues and visit the Tower (and four
other London palaces) as often as
you like.

© SIOVAIALLID/ L5113

2
g
g
H
5
8
°

Chapel Royal St John’s Chapel Crown Jewels

of St Peter ad The White Tower's When they're not being
Vincula unadorned chapel worn for ceremonies
This chapel serves as dates from 1080, of state, Her Majesty’s

making it the oldest
surviving Christian

place of worship in

London. -,

bling is kept here.
Among the 23,578
gems, look out for the
530-carat 1st Star of
Africa diamond at the
top of the Sovereign's
Sceptre with cross, the

the resting place for
the royals and other
members of the
aristocracy who were
executed on the small
green out front. Several
other historical figures 0

©%DOLSUILLOHS / NVANISHY W HA3SO

are buried here too, s largest part of what
including St Thomas S, .+ wasthenthe largest
8 " diamond ever found.

More.

Scaffold Site
Seven people, including three
queens (Anne Boleyn, Catherine
Howard and Jane Grey), lost their
heads here during Tudor times,
saving the monarch the
embarrassment of public  *+++..
executions on Tower Hill.

The site features a rather odd
‘pillow' sculpture by

BrianCatling. .
Above: BrecutionSite -2

Memorial, . &
by Brian Catling 5 ain
| trance

ueen's
ouse.

White Tower st Well Tower

everything from the
royal menagerie to the
Tower during WWI.

legend, if the ravens
depart the fortress, the
Tower will fall.

Much of the White Tower is taken up with an exhibition on RiverThames

500 years of royal armour. Look for the virtually cuboid suit P

made to match Henry VIII's bloated 49-year-old body, complete H

with an oversized armoured codpiece to protect, ahem, the ;

crown jewels. :

X Lineof ki, b
Medieval Palace ..
This part of the T 3 K
Tower complex was .
begunaround 1220 - .
and was home to ] Wall Walk
England’s medieval H Ravens Follow the inner ram-
monarchs. Look for £ This stretch of green parts along the Tower's
the recreations of E is where the Tower's eastern and northern
the bedchamber of 28 half-dozen ravens are fortifications. Each of
Edward | (1272-1307) § kept, fed on raw meat the seven towers along
inStThomas's Tower 5 and blood-soaked the way has themed
andthethroneroom 3 biscuits. According to displays, covering
3

of his father, Henry
1l (1216-72) in the
Wakefield Tower.
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Stratford-upon-Avon_Strolling from
sight to sight in Shakespeare's home
town means you'll walk a veritable

Cambridge King's College Chapel and
Trinity College are must-dos, asis a
chauffeur-driven punt. The Fitzwilliam

f his life. Finish with a sh t . -
s i \‘e-\\ P o and Polar museums aretempting, too.

the RSC. & 1 hr to Oxford

The Cotswolds

Cruise rolling hills, stopping/’\ Y
at honey-coloured villages ,'

forafternoon tea. Burford,
the Slaughters and
Chipping Campden are
highlights.& Y hr to
Stratford-upon-Avon

Bath Take two days to
drink-in Bath's Roman
and Georgian beauty.
Don't miss an alfresco,
roof-top dip in the swish
spa.& 1 hrto Bibury

Oxford Two days,sees you
touring college quads,
atmospheric/libraries and
eclectiemuseums; plus

2
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(3) 2
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DO
-
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Stonehenge Learn about

Stonehenge’s construction at the

high-tech, on-site musetim, then visit

the vast stones themselves, & %2 hir to

Salisbury then &= thrto Bath

stopping by ancient pubs
and Harry Potter sights.
@& 2 hrstoCambridge

London Explore the Tower of London,
the Tate Modern'and the British
Museum, plus hip eateries and pubs.
& 1% hr to Salisbury, then &= Y2 hr to
Stonehenge
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