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WELCOME TO GREAT BRITAIN




Great Britain overflows with unforgettable experiences and spectacular sights. There’s the grandeur of Scotland’s mountains; England’s quaint villages and country lanes; and the haunting beauty of Welsh and West Country coasts. You’ll also find wild northern moors, the exquisite university colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, and a string of vibrant cities boasting everything from Georgian architecture to 21st-century art.

    Our 36 drives reveal it all, leading you from gem to gem – prepare to encounter royal palaces, stone circles, gourmet hot-spots, castles, stately homes, historic ships and enough literary locations to fill a book. From the world-famous to the well-hidden, our trips will help you discover all the elements that make Britain truly great.

    History, cities, food, scenery, the arts – we’ve unearthed the best experiences and crafted them into superb drives. And if you’ve only got time for one trip, make it one of our 10 Classic Trips, which take you to the very best of Great Britain. Turn the page for more.
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GREAT BRITAIN HIGHLIGHTS




Great Britain’s best sights and experiences, and the road trips that will take you there.



Scottish Lochs & Mountains

Scotland’s wild places abound in breathtaking views: spray-dashed coasts; glinting lochs; imposing mountains. The scenery here is truly awe-inspiring. Drive right into the views on Trip 33: Royal Highlands & Cairngorms, which delivers castles, peaks and wildlife galore – and the chance to explore the Royal family’s summer holiday haunts.

Trip click here click here click here click here click here
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Edinburgh

Famous for festivals, and especially lively in the summer, Edinburgh is a city of many moods. Glimpse them in a daffodil-framed castle silhouetted against a blue spring sky or on a chill December morning when the fog snags the spires of the Old Town. Discover your own version of the city on Trip 1: The Best of Britain, which sweeps the length of the country, from blockbuster sight to blockbuster sight.

Trip click here



The West Country

Britain’s wild western corner is well worth the trip to the very end of England. Here tawny moors roll to jagged cliffs, ancient fishing ports tuck into spectacular cliffs and sandy beaches stretch for miles. Find your favourite south west spot on Trip 14: Epic Cornwall, which loops through Arthurian ruins, surfer bays and foodie ports.

Trip click here click here click here click here
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Bath

Britain boasts many great cities, but Bath is the belle of the ball. The natural hot springs that bubble to the surface prompted the Romans to build a health resort here, while the Georgians turned the city into a fashionable watering hole. Soaking up Bath’s sumptuous architecture is a highlight of Trip 10: Winchester, Glastonbury & Bath, a route also rich in cathedrals, ancient sites and myth.

Trip click here click here click here click here
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BEST ROADS FOR DRIVING

A939 Scottish Highlands Drive beside ski slopes at rollercoaster Lecht Pass. Trip click here

A379 South Devon Beaches, first-gear bends and a straight-as-an-arrow coast road. Trip click here

A4086 Snowdonia Climb past the scree-scattered slopes of Pen-y-Pass. Trip click here

Off A896 Bealach na Ba Gradients of 25% and dramatic Isle of Skye views. Trip click here

B3157 Portland Glorious driving beside a fossil rich shore. Trip click here



The Cotswolds

The most wonderful thing about the Cotswolds is that no matter where you go or how lost you get, you’ll still end up in a village of honey-coloured stone complete with rose-clad cottages, an ancient pub and a view of the lush green hills. Find your very own slice of medieval England on Trip 15: Shakespeare & Rolling Hills, a tour of impossibly picturesque villages, with prestigious literary locations thrown in.

Trip click here



Stonehenge

Mysterious and compelling, Stonehenge is Britain’s most iconic ancient site. People have been drawn to this myth-laden ring of bluestones for the last 5000 years, and we still don’t know quite why it was built. Come up with your own theories while gazing at the 50-ton megaliths on Trip 3: The Historic South, a voyage which charts a centuries-long timeline through Britain’s compelling past.

Trip click here click here click here
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BEST CASTLES & STATELY HOMES

Windsor Castle Nosey round the Queen’s favourite home. Trip click here

Castle Howard Stunning, baroque setting for Brideshead Revisited. Trips click here click here

Beaumaris Castle A 13th century masterpiece. Trip click here

Chatsworth House The exquisite ‘palace of the Peak District’. Trip click here

Dover Castle 12th-century defences meet secret WWII tunnels. Trip click here





Welsh Mountains

Rugged Wales has rocky mountain peaks, glacier-hewn valleys, sinuous shores, sparkling lakes, and charm-infused villages. The high point (literally) is Snowdonia, a remote enclave offering hikes to lofty summits, adrenaline sports and off-the-beaten-track explorations. Tap into the wilderness vibe on Trip 25: Snowdonia National Park.

Trip click here click here click here click here
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Cambridge

Abounding with exquisite architecture and steeped in tradition, Cambridge is a university town extraordinaire. The tightly packed core of ancient colleges, the picturesque riverside ‘Backs’ (college gardens) and the surrounding green meadows linger in your mind. Prepare to fall more than a little in love on Trip 8: Around the Cam, which also explores the city’s beguiling surrounds.

Trip click here



Oxford

For centuries, the brilliant minds and august institutions of Oxford University have made Oxford famous across the globe. Glimpse this revered world as you stroll hushed college quads and cobbled lanes roamed by cycling students. Touch base with your inner academic on Trip 7: Magic, Royalty & Dons, as it takes in prestigious southern sights.

Trip click here click here click here
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Northern Wildernesses

Poets and painters have long championed Britain’s remote northern landscapes, which still hold a haunting appeal. Here you’ll find wind-blasted moors, soaring mountains, whaleback fells, Roman ruins and glistening lakes. Motor through this craggy corner of England, and take in its literary links, on Trip 19: Classic Lakes.

Trip click here click here click here click here click here
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Stratford-upon-Avon

The pretty English Midlands town of Stratford-upon-Avon is famed around the world as the birthplace of the nation’s best-known dramatist, William Shakespeare. Today, the town’s tight knot of Tudor streets forms a living map of Shakespeare’s life and times. Visit his historic houses on a voyage around the pick of the country’s top sights with Trip 1: The Best of Britain.

Trip click here click here click here



Blenheim Palace

One of Britain’s grandest stately homes, this early-18th century baroque confection is overpoweringly ornate. Objects d’art, ostentatious oil paintings and decadent decor fill grand rooms overlooking lavish grounds. Imagine living there when you drop by on Trip 3: The Historic South.

Trip click here click here
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BEST SEAFOOD STOPS

Wheeler’s Oyster Bar Famously fabulous molluscs. Trip click here

Robson & Sons The kippers produced here are good enough for royalty. Trip click here

Crab House Cafe Super-fresh crustaceans and fish. Trip click here

Anstruther A busy fishing port is the idea place to enjoy fish and chips. Trip click here

Sportsman Pub For food so good it’s been awarded a Michelin star. Trip click here









IF YOU LIKE



History

In Great Britain the past is ever present. Everywhere lies evidence of an enthralling heritage stretching back thousands of years – from vast stone circles to elaborate palaces, via cathedrals, castles and stately homes. This history is a seam stitched through the entire country – it’s one our trips help you explore.

The Historic South Stonehenge, UNESCO-city Bath, sublime cathedrals and Napoleonic ships.

Battlefields, Castles & Stately Homes Indulge your inner Royalty enthusiast and medieval knight.

Hadrian’s Wall Haunting landscapes and Britain’s blockbuster Roman site.

Winchester, Glastonbury & Bath Expect prehistoric monuments, cathedrals and Arthurian myths.


[image: image]
Glen Coe Whisky at Clachaig Inn
JUSTIN FOULKES / LONELY PLANET ©



Mountains & Moors

Awe-inspiring mountains, wind-whipped moors. Great Britain can claim superb landscapes linked by ribboning roads – these are truly unforgettable drives. From Scotland’s soaring Highlands and bewitching lochs to the more intimate peaks of Wales. In between you’ll encounter the often-eerie beauty of the northern lakes and moors.

Royal Highlands & Cairngorms Spectacular scenery encircling the Queen’s summer home.

Classic Lakes A feast of mountains, valleys and views.

Snowdonia National Park Adventure sports await all around the highest summit in Wales.

Peak District Ancient stone villages shelter among hills, valleys and lakes.

Coasts

This island nation is blessed by beautiful shores. Surfer-hangouts, expansive sand dunes, fossil-filled cliffs, golden beaches, geology-rich bays, remote islands, seafood havens and genteel resorts flanked by promenades and piers – they’re all here. What’s more, they all link up into routes making for epic drives, where the sea is always by your side.

Jurassic Coast A photogenic cruise past age-old, sea-sculpted cliffs, stacks and bays.

Suffolk-Norfolk Shore Salt marshes, bewitching ports, seafood a-plenty and shingle shores.

West Wales Discover surf breaks, sand dunes and tranquil farms.

Ferry Hopping Encounter beautiful beaches and laid-back island life in Scotland’s Hebrides.


Urban Adventures

Britain’s cities are among its most appealing assets – thriving urban areas rich in history, architecture, warmth and wit. It’s often in these centres of contemporary culture that the country’s diverse nature emerges; the experiences you have here may well prove some of the most memorable of your trip.

Urban & Art Odyssey Revelling in dynamic cities; a metropolitan dream.

Best of Britain London, Bath, Cardiff, Oxford, Edinburgh – hard to beat.

Seaside Saunter Exploring coastal urban zones; from quaint Rye to hedonistic Brighton.

Magic, Royalty & Dons Chic Windsor, Henley and Oxford (and Harry Potter, too).

Art & Architecture

Britain’s centuries-long love affair with the arts has left a lasting legacy. You’ll encounter it everywhere: from Shakespeare’s birthplace to the Beatles’ home town, via guerilla artists, futuristic galleries and the set of Dr Who. Architectural masterpieces pepper villages, land- and city-scapes.

Shakespeare & Rolling Hills Touring beautiful Bath, Cotswold villages and literary Stratford-upon-Avon.

Around the Cam Enchanting explorations of university-city Cambridge and it’s gorgeous surrounds.

Historic South Three spectacular cathedrals, plus London and Bath’s architectural delights.

Urban & Art Odyssey The pick of modern Britain’s modern art.

Food & Drink

These days Britain boasts some seriously good food. Everywhere you’ll see an emphasis on local and seasonal – and often organic too. Regional treats include net-fresh seafood, succulent lamb and tangy cheese. And, once you’ve parked the car for the night, there’s craft beer, fine wines and whisky.

History, Art, Hops & Grapes Fine dining, oysters and breweries in England’s rural south east.

South Devon Discover vineyards, the freshest seafood and a Michelin-starred eatery.

Epic Cornwall A county still in the vanguard of Britain’s culinary renaissance – plus great pasties too.

Whisky Trails Spectacular Scottish scenery and scores of distilleries.
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NEED TO KNOW


CURRENCY

Pound sterling (£)

LANGUAGE

English; also Scottish Gaelic and Welsh

VISAS

Generally not needed for stays of up to six months. Not a member of the Schengen Zone.

FUEL

Urban petrol (gas) stations are plentiful; service stations are regularly-spaced on motorways. Fill up before heading into rural areas, where they’re scarcer. Expect to pay around £1.10 per litre.

RENTAL CARS

Avis (www.avis.co.uk)

Budget (www.budget.co.uk)

Europcar (www.europcar.co.uk)

Thrifty (www.thrifty.co.uk)

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Emergency ([image: iconphonegif]112 or [image: iconphonegif]999) Police, fire, ambulance, mountain rescue, coastguard

AA ([image: iconphonegif]0800 88 77 66) Roadside assistance

RAC ([image: iconphonegif]800 197 7815) Roadside assistance




When to Go

Climate
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High Season (Jun–Aug)

A Weather at its best.

A Accommodation rates peak.

A Busy roads, especially in seaside areas, national parks and big-draw cities.

Shoulder (Mar–May & Sep & Oct)

A Crowds reduce.

A Prices drop.

A Weather often good.

Low Season (Nov–Feb)

A Wet and cold.

A Snow falls in mountain areas.

A Outside London, opening hours often reduced.




Your Daily Budget

Budget: Less than £55

A Dorm beds: £15–30

A Cheap cafe and pub meals: £7–11

Midrange: £55–120

A Double hotel or B&B room: £65–130 (London £100–200)

A Restaurant main meal: £10–20

Top End: More than £120

A Four-star hotel room: from £130 (London from £200)

A Three-course meal in a good restaurant: around £40

A Car rental per day: from £35

Eating

Restaurants From cheap-and-cheerful to Michelin-starred, covering all cuisines.

Pubs Serve reasonably-priced meals, some are top notch.

Cafes Good daytime option for casual breakfasts, lunch or afternoon tea.

Vegetarian Find meat-free restaurants in towns and cities. But rural menus may contain just one ‘choice’.

Sleeping

Hotels From small townhouses to grand mansions; from budget via corporate offerings to boutique.

B&Bs Range from a room in someone’s house (with shared bathroom) to luxury spoils.

Inns Rooms above rural pubs; can be a cosy choice

Hostels Bare-bones, often dorm-style accommodation.

Arriving in Great Britain

Heathrow airport Trains, London Underground (tube) and buses to central London from 5am to around midnight (night buses run later) and cost £5.70 to £21.50. Taxis to central London cost £45 to £85.

Gatwick airport Trains to central London from 4.30am to 1.35am £10–20; 24hr buses (hourly) to central London from £5. Taxis to central London £100.

Eurostar trains from Paris or Brussels Arrive at London St Pancras International station.

Buses from Europe Arrive at London Victoria Coach Station.

Mobile Phones

The UK uses the GSM 900/1800 network, which covers Europe, Australia and New Zealand, but isn’t compatible with the North American GSM 1900, although most modern mobiles can function on both networks.

Internet Access

A 3G and 4G mobile broadband coverage is good in urban centres, but limited in rural areas.

A Many accommodation providers and eateries have wi-fi access (fees: nothing–£6 per hour).

A Internet cafes (from £1 per hour) are rare away from tourist spots.

Money

ATMs (‘cash machines’) are common in cities and towns. Visa and MasterCard are widely accepted although some B&Bs take cash or cheque only.

Tipping

Restaurants Around 10-15% in eateries with table service.

Pubs & Bars If you order and pay at the bar, tips are not expected. If you order at the table, your meal is brought to you, and you pay afterwards, then 10% is usual.

Taxis Roughly 10%.

Useful Websites

BBC (www.bbc.co.uk) National broadcaster.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/great-britain) Destination info, hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

Visit Britain (www.visitbritain.com) Comprehensive tourist info.

Opening Hours

In rural areas opening hours may be shorter between October and April; some places close completely.

Banks 9.30am to 4pm or 5pm Monday to Friday; some open 9.30am to 1pm Saturday.

Pubs & Bars 11am to 11pm Monday to Thursday, 11am to 1am Friday and Saturday, 12.30pm to 11pm Sunday.

Shops 9am to 5.30pm or 6pm Monday to Saturday, and often 11am to 5pm Sunday. Cities have 24/7 convenience stores.

Restaurants Lunch is noon to 3pm, dinner 6pm to 9pm/10pm (later in cities).


For more, see Road Trip Essentials.











CITY GUIDE
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LONDON

Britain’s capital of cool is an endlessly fascinating metropolis. Its multicultural streets and unique sights yield a rich harvest of history, popular culture, architecture and art. Add a world’s worth of languages and cuisines and you get a truly great city that’s easy to love and hard to leave.

Getting Around

London has a congestion charge to reduce central traffic. For details of affected areas and charges, see www.tfl.gov.uk/roadusers/congestioncharging.

Alternatively, use TFL’s frequent London Underground (‘tube’) and bus networks; see www.tfl.gov.uk.

Parking

Street parking is scarce and costly; wheel clampers are diligent. Few central hotels offer parking; if they do it comes at a premium. Q-Park (www.q-park.co.uk) and the NCP (www.ncp.co.uk) run numerous car parks.

Where to Eat

London is an undisputed dining destination. Top-notch restaurants abound, but it’s the diversity that’s head-spinning. Sample it in the West End, South Bank, Hammersmith and Islington.

Where to Stay

Accommodation in London is expensive, but you might snag pre-booked deals in the central West End, edge-of-centre South Bank, traveller-friendly Earl’s Court and still-cool Notting Hill.

Useful Websites

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/london) Bookings, traveller forum and more.

Visit London (www.visitlondon.com) The official visitor guide.

BBC London (www.bbc.co.uk/london) All the city’s news.

Trips Through London: click here click here


For more, check out our city and country guides. www.lonelyplanet.com




TOP EXPERIENCES

A Go Royal Roaming

From Buckingham Palace to the Royal Mews, via the Changing of the Guard – exploring London’s regal landmarks is a unique treat.

A Experience Parklife

London’s green oases are a joy; perfect places for strolling, picnicking and people-watching. Highlights include Regent’s Park and Hyde Park.

A Visit Theatreland

The world capital of theatre, London excels at both mammoth musicals and highbrow dramas. Top venues include the National, Royal Court, Donmar Warehouse and the Almeida.

A Go Shopping

They may be posh – Harrods and Harvey Nichols. Or street stalls – Portobello Road, Spitafields and Bourough Market. Either way they’re great places to splash the cash.

A Get Cultural

London’s museums and galleries are simply superb. A long list of must-sees includes the National Portrait Gallery and the Tate Modern, and the Victoria & Albert, Science and British museums

A Get Eating

From serious gastronomy to superb street food, London has it all. Great grazing grounds include the West End, East End, Fitzrovia and Notting Hill.

A Go Bar Hopping

In London the pub is the hub of local social life – dip into it in sophisticated Soho, boho Hoxton, grungy Camden and neighbourhood-feel Notting Hill.





CARDIFF

Newly confident Cardiff delights in being one of Britain’s leading urban centres. Stretching from ancient Cardiff Castle to the ultramodern architecture at Cardiff Bay, this city’s aura of loving life is infectious – tap into it at a rugby match or in any of the thriving live-music venues, pubs and bars.
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Getting Around

Cardiff doesn’t pose many difficulties for drivers, although most of the central city streets between Westgate St, Castle St and St David’s are closed to traffic. Local bus services are extensive.

Parking

Car parks dot the city centre; it’s also often possible to find free street parking in the suburbs. Pontcanna’s Cathedral Rd has unrestricted parking, but gets busy during working hours.

Where To Eat

Appealing eateries cluster in the streets just south of Cardiff Castle. The chic Pontcanna district is another good foodie focus point, boasting bistros, gastropubs and modern Indian cuisine.

Where To Stay

Revelers love the plentiful budget and upmarket accommodation of Central Cardiff. Light sleepers should head for Pontcanna and the Victorian townhouse B&Bs of leafy Cathedral Rd; just 20 minutes’ walk from the city centre.

Useful Websites

Visit Cardiff (www.visitcardiff.com) is the city’s official tourism website.

Cardiff Bus (www.cardiffbus.com) details the city’s bus links.

Trips Through Cardiff: click here click here



MANCHESTER

The uncrowned capital of the north overflows with history and culture. World-class venues include the Imperial War Museum North, Manchester Art Gallery and the People’s History Museum. But what makes Manchester really fun is the swirl of hedonism that lets you dine, drink and dance yourself into happy oblivion.
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Getting Around

Central Manchester is relatively easy to navigate by car, but excellent public transport systems might prompt you to get out from behind the wheel. Three free bus routes loop around the centre, while frequent Metrolink trams shuttle to outlying areas.

Parking

Manchester has reasonable city centre car-park and on-street parking provision, although demand can be high and charges can mount up. The city’s on-street parking bays are usually free to use between 8pm and 8am; many of the bigger hotels have on-site parking too, although there can be an extra charge.

Where To Eat

Manchester’s choice of restaurants is second only to London. Spinningfields, just off Deansgate, has some interesting spots while the Northern Quarter is great for off-beat cafes and organic eats. They city’s Indian and Middle Eastern restaurants are legendary, while the outlying suburb of Didsbury is where in-the-know Mancunians like to dine.

Where To Stay

Numerous hotels aimed at business travellers and sports fans dot the city centre, placing you firmly in the heart of the action. More discerning visitors have a choice of designer digs and boutique lodgings. Beds are in short supply on home match days during the football season (August to May)

Useful Websites

Visit Manchster (www.visitmanchester.com) Official tourism website.

BBC Manchester (www.bbc.co.uk/manchester) News, weather and travel updates.

Restaurants of Manchester (www.restaurantsofmanchester.com) Reliable guide to the city’s eateries.

Trips Through Manchester: click here click here



EDINBURGH

Exquisite Edinburgh’s quirky, come-hither nooks tempt you to explore. Draped across rocky hills, its cultured soul has seen it dubbed the Athens of the North. But this famously down-to-earth city also mocks artistic pretensions. Come here to delight in crowded pubs, decadent restaurants, beer-fuelled poets, foul-mouthed comedians and lofty ideals.


[image: image]
Edinburgh Iconic Royal Mile
MATTHI / SHUTTERSTOCK ©



Getting Around

A car in central Edinburgh is more of a liability than a convenience. There’s restricted access on Princes St, George St and Charlotte Sq, and many streets are one-way. Fortunately, as well as a handy tram line, the city has an extensive bus network.

Parking

Finding a parking place in the city centre is like striking gold. There’s also no parking on main roads into the city from 7.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday. Large long-stay car parks include those at the St James Centre, Greenside Pl, New St, Castle Tce and Morrison St.


Where To Eat

Fabulous-for-foodies Edinburgh has more restaurants per head of population than any other UK city. Top choices cluster around the High St (Royal Mile); good-value eats concentrate in Bruntsfield and Newington; and for fine dining head for New Town and Leith.

Where To Stay

Edinburgh’s sleep spots include boutique hotels and gorgeous B&Bs set in Victorian and Georgian townhouses. Old Town accommodation is superbly central but tends to be either very budget or fairly pricey. New Town choices can be cheaper and are still in the heart of things.

Useful Websites

This is Edinburgh (www.thisisedinburgh.com) The city’s official tourism website.

Edinburgh Festivals (www.wow247.co.uk/edinburgh-festivals) Information on the city’s big events.

Trips Through Edinburgh: click here


TOP EXPERIENCES

A Stroll the Royal Mile

This mile-long street leads from Edinburgh Castle to the Palace of Holyroodhouse, via St Giles Cathedral and the Scottish Parliament, taking in scores of restaurants, street performers and bars.

A Climb Arthur’s Seat

Scaling the summit of Edinburgh’s 251m-high miniature mountains involves a hike through a former royal hunting ground.

A Go On A Pub Crawl

Edinburgh’s 19th- and early-20th-century pubs have often preserved their original decor and serve a staggering selection of malt whiskies.

A Get Cultural

In this arts-aware city you’re spoilt for choice, from live-music to theatre and comedy. Even if a festival isn’t underway, there’s always something going on.









GREAT BRITAIN’S CLASSIC TRIPS
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What is a Classic Trip?

All the trips in this book show you the best of Great Britain, but we’ve chosen 10 as our all-time favourites. These are our Classic Trips – the ones that lead you to the best of the iconic sights, the top activities and the unique British experiences. Turn the page to see our cross-regional Classic Trips, and look for more Classic Trips on the following pages:



The Best of Britain 21 Days

Britain’s Wild Side 21 Days

The Historic South 9–11 Days

Urban & Art Odyssey 13–15 Days

Seaside Saunter 8 Days

aWinchester, Glastonbury & Bath 12–14 Days

Peak District 5 Days

Classic Lakes 5 Days

West Wales: Swansea to St Davids 4 Days

Royal Highlands & Cairngorms 4–5 Days
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The Best of Britain


London

Oxford

Uffington White Horse

Winchester

Salisbury

Stonehenge

Avebury

Bath

Cardiff

Chepstow

Stratford-upon-Avon

Manchester

Edinburgh

York

Cambridge
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THE BEST OF BRITAIN
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Swing through three countries and several millennia of history as you take in a greatest hits parade of Britain’s chart-topping sights.






TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
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21 DAYS

1128 MILES / 1815KM

GREAT FOR…
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BEST TIME TO GO

Myriad festivals take place between May and September.

[image: iconphotogif] ESSENTIAL PHOTO

Britain’s biggest city spread below the London Eye.

[image: iconcheckgif] BEST FOR HISTORY

Follow atmospheric footpaths through the world’s largest stone circle at Avebury.
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Edinburgh View of the city from Calton Hill
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The Best of Britain




London’s bright lights and blockbuster attractions bookend this epic expedition around the British mainland. In between, you’ll encounter ancient sights, learn about fabled figures from King Arthur to Shakespeare, and visit masterpiece-filled museums and galleries and celebrated football stadiums – interleaved by quaint villages, patchworked farmland and glorious rolling green open countryside, along with the best of British drinking, dining and nightlife.
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TRIP HIGHLIGHT

1 London

Gear up for your trip with at least a couple of days in Britain’s most exhilarating city. Traversed by the serpentine River Thames, London is awash with instantly recognisable landmarks and open spaces, from Trafalgar Square ([image: icontgif]Charing Cross) to the London Eye ([image: iconphonegif]0871 781 3000; www.londoneye.com; adult/child £21.20/16.10; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-8pm, to 9.30pm in summer; [image: icontgif]Waterloo). Other unmissable sights incude:

Houses of Parliament (www.parliament.uk; Parliament Sq, SW1; [image: icontgif]Westminster), topped by the Big Ben clock tower.

Tower Bridge ([image: icontgif]Tower Hill)


[image: image]
Tower Bridge
ANDRAS POLONYI / EYEEM / GETTY IMAGES ©



Westminster Abbey ([image: iconphonegif]020-7222 5152; www.westminster-abbey.org; 20 Dean’s Yard, SW1; adult/child £20/9, verger tours £5, cloister & gardens free; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-4.30pm Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri, to 7pm Wed, to 2.30pm Sat; [image: icontgif]Westminster)

St James’s Park (www.royalparks.org.uk; The Mall, SW1; deckchairs per hr/day £1.50/7; [image: iconhoursgif]5am-midnight, deckchairs daylight hours Mar-Oct; [image: icontgif]St James’s Park or Green Park) and Palace (www.royal.gov.uk; Cleveland Row, SW1; [image: icontgif]Green Park)

Buckingham Palace ([image: iconphonegif]020-7766 7300; www.royalcollection.org.uk; Buckingham Palace Rd, SW1; adult/child/under-5 £21.50/12.30/free; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-7.30pm late Jul–Aug, to 6.30pm Sep; [image: icontgif]St James’s Park, Victoria or Green Park)

Hyde Park (www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/hyde-park; [image: iconhoursgif]5am-midnight; [image: icontgif]Marble Arch, Hyde Park Corner or Queensway)

Kensington Gardens (www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/kensington-gardens; [image: iconhoursgif]6am-dusk; [image: icontgif]Queensway or Lancaster Gate) and Palace (www.hrp.org.uk/kensingtonpalace; Kensington Gardens, W8; adult/child £16.30/free; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-6pm Mar-Oct, to 5pm Nov-Feb; [image: icontgif]High St Kensington)

World-leading, often-free museums and art galleries include the Tate Modern (www.tate.org.uk; Queen’s Walk, SE1; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-6pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat; [image: iconfamilygif]; [image: icontgif]Blackfriars, Southwark or London Bridge) and the British Museum ([image: iconphonegif]020-7323 8299; www.britishmuseum.org; Great Russell St, WC1; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5.30pm Sat-Thu, to 8.30pm Fri; [image: icontgif]Russell Sq or Tottenham Court Rd).

London’s drinking, dining and nightlife options are limitless (Soho and Shoreditch make great starting points), as are its entertainment venues, not least grand theatre stages such as Shakespeare’s Globe ([image: iconphonegif]020-7401 9919; www.shakespearesglobe.com; 21 New Globe Walk, SE1; seats £10-43, standing £5; [image: icontgif]Blackfriars or London Bridge).

4 click here

The Drive » Take the M40 northwest through High Wycombe and the Chilterns AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) to Oxford (59 miles in total).
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St James’s Park, London
MARK THOMAS / GETTY IMAGES ©




[image: iconlinkgif] LINK YOUR TRIP

15 Shakespeare & Rolling Hills

From Bath, you can set out for a spin through the picturesque Cotswolds.

21 North York Moors & Coast

York is the starting point for a glorious drive through wild moorland and charming coastal villages.



Top of Chapter

2 Oxford

Oxford’s elegant honey-toned buildings of the university’s colleges, scattered throughout the city, wrap around tranquil courtyards and along narrow cobbled lanes. The oldest colleges date back to the 13th century and little has changed inside since, although there’s a busy, lively world beyond the college walls. Christ Church ([image: iconphonegif]01865-276492; www.chch.ox.ac.uk; St Aldate’s; adult/child £8/7; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-4.15pm Mon-Sat, 2-4.15pm Sun) is the largest of all of Oxford’s colleges, with the grandest quad. From the quad, you access 12th-century Christ Church Cathedral ([image: iconphonegif]01865-276150; www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral; St Aldate’s; admission free; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-4.15pm Mon-Sat, 2-4.15pm Sun), originally the abbey church and then the college chapel, before it was declared a cathedral by Henry VIII.

Other highlights include Oxford’s Bodleian Library ([image: iconphonegif]01865-287400; www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bodley; Catte St; tours £6-14; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun), one of the oldest public libraries in the world, and Britain’s oldest public museum, the 1683-established Ashmolean Museum ([image: iconphonegif]01865-278000; www.ashmolean.org; Beaumont St; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Tue-Sun), second in repute only to London’s British Museum.

54 click here

The Drive » Head southwest on the A420 to Pusey and continue southwest on the B4508. You’ll reach the car park for the White Horse 2.3 miles southwest of Uffington off the B4507, a 24-mile journey altogether.


[image: icontoptipgif] TOP TIP:

LONDON’S CONGESTION CHARGE

Central London levies a congestion charge (www.tfl.gov.uk/roadusers/congestioncharging) from 7am to 6pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays). Entering the ‘C’-marked zone costs £11.50 (in advance or on the day) or £14 (by midnight on the first charging day after travel). You can pay online, at petrol stations or some shops.
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3 Uffington White Horse

Just below Oxfordshire’s highest point, the highly stylised Uffington White Horse (NT; www.nationaltrust.org.uk; White Horse Hill; [image: iconhoursgif]dawn-dusk) image is the oldest chalk figure in Britain, dating from the Bronze Age. It was created around 3000 years ago by cutting trenches out of the hill and filling them with blocks of chalk; local inhabitants have maintained the figure for centuries. Perhaps it was planned for the gods: it’s best seen from the air above. It’s a half-mile walk east through fields from the hillside car park.

The Drive » It’s a 49-mile trip to Winchester: return to the B4507 and drive southeast to Ashbury and take the B4000 southeast to join the southbound A34.

Top of Chapter

4 Winchester

Set in a river valley, this ancient cathedral city was the capital of Saxon kings and a power base of bishops, and evokes two of England’s mightiest myth-makers: famous son Alfred the Great (commemorated by a statue) and King Arthur (a 700-year-old copy of the round table resides in Winchester’s cavernous Great Hall ([image: iconphonegif]01962-846476; www.hants.gov.uk/greathall; Castle Ave; suggested donation £3; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm), the only part of 11th-century Winchester Castle that Oliver Cromwell spared from destruction).

Winchester’s architecture is exquisite, from the handsome Elizabethan and Regency buildings in the narrow streets to the wondrous Winchester Cathedral ([image: iconphonegif]01962-857225; www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk; The Close; adult/child incl cath-edral body & crypt tours £8/free; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-5pm Mon-Sat, 12.30-3pm Sun) at its core. One of southern England’s most awe-inspiring buildings, the 11th-century cathedral has a fine Gothic facade, one of the longest medieval naves in Europe (164m), and highlights including intricately carved medieval choir stalls, Jane Austen’s grave (near the entrance, in the northern aisle) and one of the UK’s finest illuminated manuscripts, the dazzling, four-volume Winchester Bible dating from the 12th century. Book ahead for excellent tours of the ground floor, crypt and tower.

4 click here

The Drive » From Winchester, hop on the B3049 then the A30 for the 26-mile drive west to Salisbury.

Top of Chapter

5 Salisbury

Salisbury has been an important provincial city for more than a thousand years, and its streets form an architectural timeline ranging from medieval walls and half-timbered Tudor town houses to Georgian mansions and Victorian villas. Its centrepiece is the majestic 13th-century Salisbury Cathedral ([image: iconphonegif]01722-555120; www.salisburycathedral.org.uk; Cathedral Close; requested donation adult/child £7.50/none; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-5pm Mon-Sat, noon-4pm Sun). This early English Gothic–style structure has an elaborate exterior decorated with pointed arches and flying buttresses, and is topped by Britain’s tallest spire at 123m, which was added in the mid-14th century. Beyond the cathedral’s highly decorative West Front, a small passageway leads into the 70m-long nave. In the north aisle look out for a fascinating medieval clock dating from 1386, probably the oldest working timepiece in the world. Don’t miss the cathedral’s original, 13th-century copy of the Magna Carta (www.salisburycathedral.org.uk; Cathedral Close; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-4.30pm Mon-Sat, noon-3.45pm Sun) in the chapter house, or a 90-minute tower tour (adult/child £12.50/8; pre-booking essential), which sees you climbing 332 vertigo-inducing steps to the base of the spire for jaw-dropping views across the city and the surrounding countryside.

4 click here

The Drive » It’s just 9.6 miles northwest from Salisbury via the A360 to otherworldly Stonehenge.

Top of Chapter

6 Stonehenge

Despite countless theories about this site’s purpose, ranging from a sacrificial centre to a celestial timepiece, no one knows for sure what drove prehistoric Britons to expend so much time and effort constructing Stonehenge (EH; [image: iconphonegif]0370 333 1181; www.english-heritage.org.uk; adult/child on-the-day tickets £18/11, advance booking £15.50/9.30; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-8pm Jun-Aug, 9.30am-7pm Apr, May & Sep, 9.30am-5pm Oct-Mar; [image: iconparkgif]); it is one of Britain’s great archaeological mysteries. The first phase of building started around 3000 BC, when the outer circular bank and ditch were erected. A thousand years later, an inner circle of granite stones, known as bluestones, was added.

An ultramodern makeover has brought an impressive visitor centre and the closure of an intrusive road (now restored to grassland). The result is a far stronger sense of historical context; dignity and mystery returned to an archaeological gem. A pathway frames the ring of massive stones. Although you can’t walk in the circle, unless on a recommended Stone Circle Access Visit ([image: iconphonegif]0370 333 0605; www.english-heritage.org.uk; adult/child £32/19), you can get close-up views. Admission is through timed tickets – secure a place well in advance.

The Drive » Drive east to Durrington and take the A345 north, climbing over the grassy Pewsey Downs National Nature Reserve (home to another chalk figure, the Alton Barnes White Horse, dating from 1812), to reach Avebury (24 miles in total).



WHY THIS IS A CLASSIC TRIP

CATHERINE LE NEVEZ, WRITER

[image: image]

A trip titled Best of Britain is bound to be a classic, but what seals it for me is its incredible sweep of history. From neolithic-era stone circles to a Bronze Age chalk figure, Roman baths, medieval walls and mighty cathedrals, wonky black-and-white Tudor towns, multilayered cityscapes and futuristic developments, every era of British endeavour is represented along this journey.



Top of Chapter

7 Avebury

With a diameter of 348m, Avebury (NT; [image: iconphonegif]01672-539250; www.nationaltrust.org.uk; [image: iconhoursgif]24hr; [image: iconparkgif]) is the largest stone circle in the world, and is also one of the oldest, dating from 2500 to 2200 BC. Though it lacks the dramatic trilithons of its sister site Stonehenge, the massive stone circle is at least as rewarding to visit. Today, more than 30 stones are in place (pillars show where missing stones would have been) and a large section of the village is actually inside the stones – footpaths wind around them, allowing you to really soak up the extraordinary atmosphere. National Trust–run guided walks (£3) take place most days.

4 click here

The Drive » It’s a 27-mile drive along the A4 past patchwork fields, country pubs and a smattering of villages to the Georgian streetscapes of Bath.


[image: image]
Stone circle, Avebury
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8 Bath

World Heritage–listed Bath was founded on top of natural hot springs and has been a tourist draw for some 2000 years. Its 18th-century heyday saw the construction of magnificent Georgian architecture from the 18th century. The best way to explore the city’s Roman Baths complex and beautiful neoclassical buildings is on foot.

Bath is known to many as a location in Jane Austen’s novels, including Persuasion and Northanger Abbey. Although Austen lived in Bath for only five years, from 1801 to 1806, she remained a regular visitor and a keen student of the city’s social scene. At the Jane Austen Centre ([image: iconphonegif]01225-443000; www.janeausten.co.uk; 40 Gay St; adult/child £11/5.50; [image: iconhoursgif]9.45am-5.30pm Apr-Oct, 10am-4pm Nov-Mar), guides in Regency costumes regale you with Austen-esque tales as you tour memorabilia relating to the writer’s life in Bath.

4 click here, click here

The Drive » It’s 56.5 miles from Bath to the Welsh capital. Take the A46 north and join the westbound M4 over the Severn Estuary on the six-lane, cable-stayed Second Severn Crossing bridge (westbound bridge traffic incurs a £6.60 toll, payable by cash, debit card or credit card).

Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

9 Cardiff

Set between an ancient fort and ultramodern waterfront, Cardiff has been the capital of Wales since only 1955, but has embraced the role with vigour and is now one of Britain’s leading urban centres, as you can see on a stroll through its compact streets.

The huge success of the reinvented classic TV series Doctor Who has brought Cardiff to the attention of sci-fi fans worldwide. You can find yourself sucked through a crack in time and thrown into the role of the Doctor’s companion at the interactive, highly entertaining Doctor Who Experience ([image: iconphonegif]0844 801 2279; www.doctorwhoexperience.com; Porth Teigr; adult/child £15/11; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Jul & Aug, Tue-Sun Mar-Jun, Sep & Oct, Wed-Sun Nov-Feb, last admission 3.30pm daily) exhibition, located next to the BBC studios where the series is filmed (look for the TARDIS outside).

If you time it right, you can catch a fired-up rugby test at Cardiff’s Principality Stadium (Millennium Stadium; [image: iconphonegif]029-2082 2432; www.principalitystadium.wales; Westgate St; tours adult/child £13/9).

4 click here

The Drive » Take the A48 northeast for 32 miles, bypassing Newport, to riverside Chepstow.
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Cardiff Principality Stadium
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a Chepstow

Nestled in an S-bend in the River Wye, Chepstow (Welsh: Cas-gwent) was first developed as a base for the Norman conquest of southeast Wales, later prospering as a port for the timber and wine trades. As river-borne commerce gave way to the railways, Chepstow’s importance diminished to reflect its name, which means ‘market place’ in Old English.

One of Britain’s oldest castles, imposing Chepstow Castle (Cadw; www.cadw.gov.wales; Bridge St; adult/child £4.50/3.40; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-5pm Mar-Oct, 10am-4pm Nov-Feb) perches atop a limestone cliff overhanging the river, guarding the main river crossing from England into South Wales. Building commenced in 1067, less than a year after William the Conqueror invaded England, and it was extended over the centuries. Today there are plenty of towers, battlements and wall walks to explore. A cave in the cliff below the castle is one of many places where legend says King Arthur and his knights are napping until the day they’re needed to save Britain.

4 click here

The Drive » Farmland makes up most of this 68-mile drive. Head northeast on the A48 along the River Severn to Gloucester then continue northeast on the A46 to Stratford-upon-Avon.

Top of Chapter

b Stratford-upon-Avon

Experiences linked to the life of Stratford’s fêted son William Shakespeare range from the touristy – medieval re-creations and Bard-themed tearooms – to the humbling, such as Shakespeare’s modest grave in Holy Trinity Church ([image: iconphonegif]01789-266316; www.stratford-upon-avon.org; Old Town; Shakespeare’s grave adult/child £2/1; [image: iconhoursgif]8.30am-6pm Mon-Sat, 12.30-5pm Sun Apr-Sep, shorter hours Oct-Mar). There’s also a sublime play by the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC; [image: iconphonegif]box office 01789-403493; www.rsc.org.uk; Waterside; tours adult £6.50-8.50, child £3-4.50, tower adult/child £2.50/1.25; [image: iconhoursgif]tour times vary, tower 10am-6.15pm Sun-Fri 10am-12.15pm & 2-6.15pm Sat Apr-Sep, 10am-4.30pm Sun-Fri, 10am-12.15pm & 2-4.30pm Sat Oct-Mar).

One of the best ways to get a feel for the area’s Tudor streets and willow-lined riverbanks is on foot.

Combination tickets are available for the three houses associated with Shakespeare in town – Shakespeare’s Birthplace, Shakespeare’s New Place and Hall’s Croft. If you also visit the childhood home of Shakespeare’s wife, Anne Hathaway’s Cottage ([image: iconphonegif]01789-204016; www.shakespeare.org.uk; Cottage Lane, Shottery; adult/child £10.25/6.50; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-5pm mid-Mar–Oct, closed Nov–mid-Mar), and his mother’s farm, Mary Arden’s Farm ([image: iconphonegif]01789-204016; www.shakespeare.org.uk; Station Rd, Wilmcote; adult/child £13.25/8.50; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm mid-Mar–Oct, closed Nov–mid-Mar), you can buy a combination ticket covering all five properties.

Don’t miss a pint with the locals at Stratford’s oldest and most atmospheric pub, the 1470-built Old Thatch Tavern (www.oldthatchtavernstratford.co.uk; Greenhill St; [image: iconhoursgif]11.30am-11pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun; [image: iconwifigif]).

4 click here


The Drive » The fastest route from Stratford-upon-Avon to Manchester is to head northwest on Birmingham Rd and pick up the northbound M42, which becomes the M6. You’ll see the hilly Peak District National Park to your east. It’s a 116-mile journey; this stretch incurs road tolls totalling £3.


BRITAIN’S BEST FESTIVALS

In London, see stunning blooms at the Royal Horticultural Society’s Chelsea Flower Show (www.rhs.org.uk/chelsea; Royal Hospital Chelsea; admission from £23; [image: iconhoursgif]May), military bands and bear-skinned grenadiers during the martial pageant Trooping the Colour ([image: iconhoursgif]Jun), or steel drums, dancers and outrageous costumes at the famous multicultural Caribbean-style street festival, Notting Hill Carnival (www.thenottinghillcarnival.com; [image: iconhoursgif]Aug).

Wales’ National Eisteddfod ([image: iconphonegif]08454-090900; www.eisteddfod.cymru; [image: iconhoursgif]Aug) is descended from ancient Bardic tournaments. It’s conducted in Welsh, but welcomes all entrants and visitors. It moves about each year, attracting some 150,000 visitors.

Edinburgh’s most famous happenings are the International Festival ([image: iconphonegif]0131-473 2000; www.eif.co.uk) and Fringe ([image: iconphonegif]0131-226 0026; www.edfringe.com), but August also has an event for anything you care to name – books, art, theatre, music, comedy, marching bands… (www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk).
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c Manchester

A rich blend of history and culture is on show in this Northern Powerhouse’s museums, galleries and innovative, multigenre art centres such as HOME ([image: iconphonegif]0161-200 1500; http://homemcr.org; 2 Tony Wilson Pl, First St; tickets £5-20; [image: iconhoursgif]box office noon-8pm; bar 10am-11pm Mon-Thu & Sun, to midnight Fri & Sat).

The Manchester Art Gallery ([image: iconphonegif]0161-235 8888; http://manchesterartgallery.org; Mosley St; tours 20min/1hr free/£80; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Mon-Wed & Fri-Sun, to 9pm Thu) has a superb collection of British art and a hefty number of European masters. The older wing has an impressive selection that includes 37 Turner watercolours, as well as the country’s best assemblage of Pre-Raphaelite art, while the newer gallery is home to 20th-century British art starring Lucien Freud, Francis Bacon, Stanley Spencer, Henry Moore and David Hockney. A wonderful collection of British watercolours are displayed at Manchester’s Whitworth Art Gallery ([image: iconphonegif]0161-275 7450; www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk; Oxford Rd, University of Manchester; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm, to 9pm Thu; [image: iconbusgif]), which also has an exceptional collection of historic textiles.

Manchester is famed for its rival football teams Manchester United ([image: iconphonegif]0161-868 8000; www.manutd.com; Sir Matt Busby Way; tours adult/child £18/12; [image: iconhoursgif]museum 9.30am-5pm, tours every 10min 9.40am-4.30pm except match days) and Manchester City (www.mcfc.co.uk; Etihad Campus), and its National Football Museum ([image: iconphonegif]0161-605 8200; www.nationalfootballmuseum.com; Corporation St, Urbis, Cathedral Gardens; admission free; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm) charts the evolution of British football.

The city is also world renowned for its live-music scene, with gigs in all genres most nights of the week.

54 click here, click here, click here

The Drive » This trip’s longest drive, at 216 miles, takes you northwest via the M61 and M6, passing between the Yorkshire Dales National Park to the east and the Lake District National Park to the west. Once you cross into Scotland the road becomes the A74 and climbs into the Southern Uplands, then becomes the A702 as it leads into Edinburgh.

Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

d Edinburgh

The Scottish capital is intimately entwined with its landscape, with buildings and monuments perched atop crags and overshadowed by cliffs. From the Old Town’s picturesque jumble of medieval tenements piled high along the Royal Mile, its turreted skyline strung between the black, bull-nosed Castle Rock and the russet palisade of Salisbury Crags, to the New Town’s neat neoclassical grid, the city offers a constantly changing perspective.

Along with a walk through the Old Town, unmissable experiences here include visiting Edinburgh Castle (www.edinburghcastle.gov.uk; Castle Esplanade; adult/child £16.50/9.90, audioguide additional £3.50; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-6pm Apr-Sep, to 5pm Oct-Mar, last admission 1hr before closing; [image: iconbusgif]23, 27, 41, 42), which has played a pivotal role in Scottish history, both as a royal residence – King Malcolm Canmore (r 1058–93) and Queen Margaret first made their home here in the 11th century – and as a military stronghold; and climbing to the hilltop Arthur’s Seat (Holyrood Park; [image: iconbusgif]6, 35) for city panoramas.

Edinburgh has 700-plus pubs, more per square mile than any other UK city. Sample a dram of Scottish whisky at icons like Malt Shovel ([image: iconphonegif]0131-225 6843; www.taylor-walker.co.uk; 11-15 Cockburn St; [image: iconhoursgif]11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat; [image: iconwifigif][image: iconfamilygif]; [image: iconbusgif]36, 41), with over 100 single malts behind the bar.

4 click here

The Drive » Drive southeast on the A68, passing through the Scottish Borders, and enter Northumberland National Park at the English border. Join the southbound A1 at Darlington, then take the eastbound A59 to York (191 miles altogether).

Top of Chapter

e York

A magnificent ring of 13th-century walls encloses York’s medieval narrow streets. At its heart lies the immense, awe-inspiring York Minster (www.yorkminster.org; Deangate; adult/child £10/free, incl tower £15/5; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 12.45-5pm Sun, last admission 30min before closing). Built mainly between 1220 and 1480, it encompasses all the major stages of Gothic architectural development. The transepts (1220−55) were built in Early English style; the octagonal chapter house (1260−90) and nave (1291–1340) in the Decorated style; and the west towers, west front and central (or lantern) tower (1470−72) in Perpendicular style.

Don’t miss a walk on York’s City Walls, which follow the line of the original Roman walls and give a new perspective on the city. Cover the highlights (click here) or allow 1½ to two hours for the full circuit of 4.5 miles.

York is considered England’s most haunted city, from the ghosts of Roman soldiers marching through the Treasurer’s House (NT; www.nationaltrust.org.uk; Chapter House St; adult/child £8/4; [image: iconhoursgif]11am-4.30pm Apr-Oct) to manifestations in pubs including the Old White Swan (www.nicholsonspubs.co.uk; 80 Goodramgate; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat); even shops like the Antiques Centre (www.theantiquescentreyork.co.uk; 41 Stonegate; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun) are said to be haunted.

4 click here, click here

The Drive » From York, it’s 156 miles to Cambridge. Take the A64 southwest to join onto the A1 heading southeast.


[image: iconlocalgif] LOCAL KNOWLEDGE:

SCOTLAND’S CRAFT GIN

Scotland is famed around the world for its whisky, but Scottish craft gin (http://ginclubscotland.com) is also fast gaining ground. Over 70% of UK gin is produced in Scotland – there are more than a dozen gin distilleries in the country, and no fewer than five in the Edinburgh area. Bars all over the capital are offering cocktails based on brands such as NB, Pickering’s, Crossbill and Strathearn.
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f Cambridge

Surrounded by meadows, Cambridge is a university town extraordinaire, with a tightly packed core of ancient colleges and riverside ‘Backs’ (college gardens), which you can stroll around (click here).

The colossal neoclassical pile containing the Fitzwilliam Museum (www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk; Trumpington St; donation requested; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Tue-Sat, noon-5pm Sun) was built to house the fabulous treasures that the seventh Viscount Fitzwilliam bequeathed to his old university. Standout exhibits include Roman and Egyptian grave goods, artworks by many of the great masters and some quirkier collections such as banknotes and literary autographs.

For the full Cambridge experience, rent a river boat from operators such as Scudamore’s Punting ([image: iconphonegif]01223-359750; www.scudamores.com; Granta Place; chauffeured punt per 45 min per person £16-19, 6-person self-punt per hr £22-28; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-dusk).

4 click here, click here




EATING & SLEEPING

London 1

4 Hoxton Hotel Hotel £

([image: iconphonegif]020-7550 1000; www.hoxtonhotels.com; 81 Great Eastern St, EC2; r from £49; [image: iconacongif][image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif]; [image: icontgif]Old St) In the heart of hip Shoreditch, this sleek hotel takes the easyJet approach to selling its rooms – book long enough ahead and you might pay just £49. The 210 renovated rooms are small but stylish, with flatscreen TVs, a desk, fridge with complimentary bottled water and milk, and breakfast (orange juice, granola, yoghurt, banana) in a bag delivered to your door.

Avebury 7

4 Manor Farm B&B ££

([image: iconphonegif]01672-539294; www.manorfarmavebury.com; High St; s £70-80, d £90-100; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconwifigif]) A rare chance to sleep in style inside a stone circle – this red-brick farmhouse snuggles just inside Avebury henge. The elegant, comfy rooms blend old woods with bright furnishings, while the windows provide spine-tingling views of those 4000-year-old standing stones.

Cardiff 9

4 Lincoln House Hotel ££

([image: iconphonegif]029-2039 5558; www.lincolnhotel.co.uk; 118 Cathedral Rd, Pontcanna; r £90-150; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconwifigif]) Walking a middle line between a large B&B and a small hotel, Lincoln House is a generously proportioned Victorian property with heraldic emblems in the stained-glass windows of its sitting room, and a separate bar. For added romance, book a four-poster room.

Manchester c

4 King Street Townhouse Boutique Hotel £££

([image: iconphonegif]0161-667 0707; www.eclectichotels.co.uk; 10 Booth St; r from £210, ste from £350; [image: iconacongif][image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifi][image: iconswimgif]) Arguably the city centre’s finest lodgings is in this beautiful 1872 Italian renaissance-style former bank, now an exquisite boutique hotel with 40 bedrooms ranging from snug to suite. Furnishings are the perfect combination of period elegance and contemporary style. On the top floor is a small spa with an infinity pool overlooking the town hall; downstairs is a nice bar and restaurant.

Edinburgh d

4 Southside Guest House B&B ££

([image: iconphonegif]0131-668 4422; www.southsideguesthouse.co.uk; 8 Newington Rd; s/d from £80/105; [image: iconwifigif]; [image: iconbusgif]all Newington buses) Though set in a typical Victorian terrace, the Southside transcends the traditional guest-house category and feels more like a modern boutique hotel. Its eight stylish rooms ooze interior design, standing out from other Newington B&Bs through the clever use of bold colours and modern furniture. Breakfast is an event, with Bucks fizz (cava mixed with orange juice) on offer to ease the hangover!

York e

4 Hedley House Hotel Hotel ££

([image: iconphonegif]01904-637404; www.hedleyhouse.com; 3 Bootham Tce; d/f from £105/115; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconfamilygif]) This redbrick terrace-house hotel sports a variety of smartly refurbished, family-friendly accommodation, including rooms that sleep up to five, and some self-catering apartments – plus it has a sauna and spa bath on the outdoor terrace at the back, and is barely five minutes’ walk from the city centre through the Museum Gardens.

Cambridge f

4 Worth House B&B ££

([image: iconphonegif]01223-316074; www.worth-house.co.uk; 152 Chesterton Rd; s £75-85, d £95-145; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconwifigif]) The welcome is wonderfully warm, the great-value rooms utterly delightful. Soft grey and cream meets candy-stripe reds, fancy bathrooms boast claw-foot baths and tea trays are full of treats. There’s also a three-person, self-catering apartment (per week £550) two doors down.
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BRITAIN’S WILD SIDE
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Take a drive on the wild side on this tri-country trip through Britain’s glorious national parks and protected Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.






TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
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21 DAYS

1435 MILES / 2310KM

GREAT FOR…

[image: icontreegif]

BEST TIME TO GO

June to September offers the best conditions for outdoor activities.

[image: iconphotogif] ESSENTIAL PHOTO

Cornwall’s Bedruthan Steps at sunset.

[image: iconcheckgif] BEST FOR WILDLIFE

Spot wild red deer, especially in autumn, at Exmoor National Park.
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Cairngorms National Park River Spey, Aviemore
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Britain’s Wild Side




Leave the city lights behind on this adventure into Britain’s natural heartland. On this intrepid trip you’ll get up close to soaring mountain peaks, desolate moorland, sea-sprayed beaches, scalloped bays, lush hills, green dales, high, barren fells, and glassy lakes, all teeming with wildlife. Along the way, opportunities abound to get out and explore the breathtaking countryside on foot, bicycle, horseback and kayak.




[image: ]



Top of Chapter

1 New Forest

With typical, accidental, English irony the New Forest is anything but new – it was first proclaimed a royal hunting preserve in 1079. It’s also not much of a forest, being mostly heathland (‘forest’ is from the Old French for ‘hunting ground’). For an overview of New Forest, which was designated a national park in 2005, stop by the New Forest Museum (www.newforestcentre.org.uk; main car park, Lyndhurst; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Apr-Oct, to 4pm Nov-Mar). Wild ponies mooch around pretty scrubland, deer flicker in the distance and rare birds flit among the foliage. Genteel villages dot the landscape, connected by a web of walking and cycling trails. Lyndhurst tourist office ([image: iconphonegif]02380-282269; www.thenewforest.co.uk; main car park, Lyndhurst; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Easter-Oct, to 4pm Nov-Easter) stocks maps and guides; they’re also available from its website. New Forest is also a popular spot for horse riding; Burley Villa (Western Riding; [image: iconphonegif]01425-610278; www.burleyvilla.co.uk; near New Milton; per hr from £35) organises rides using traditional English and also Western saddle styles (per 90 minutes £48).

4 click here

The Drive » Take the A31 southwest to Weymouth and Chesil Beach. Follow the Jurassic Coast northwest along the B3157 to Lyme Regis (81 miles in total).

Top of Chapter

2 Lyme Regis

Fossils regularly emerge from the unstable cliffs surrounding Lyme Regis, exposed by the landslides of a retreating shoreline, making this a key stop along the Unesco-listed Jurassic Coast.

For an overview, Dinosaurland ([image: iconphonegif]01297-443541; www.dinosaurland.co.uk; Coombe St; adult/child £5/4; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm mid-Feb–mid-Oct) overflows with fossilised remains; look out for belemnites, a plesiosaurus and an impressive locally found ichthyosaur. Kids love the lifelike dinosaur models, rock-hard tyrannosaur eggs and 73kg dinosaur dung.

Three miles east of Lyme, the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre ([image: iconphonegif]01297-560772; www.charmouth.org; Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth; [image: iconhoursgif]10.30am-4.30pm daily Easter-Oct, Thu-Sun Nov-Easter) runs one to seven fossil-hunting trips a week (adult/child £7.50/3). In Lyme itself, Lyme Regis Museum ([image: iconphonegif]01297-443370; www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk; Bridge St; adult/child £4/free; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Easter-Oct, 11am-4pm Wed-Sun Nov-Easter) organises three to seven walks a week (adult/child £11/6); local expert Brandon Lennon ([image: iconphonegif]07854 377519; www.lymeregisfossilwalks.com; adult/child £8/6; [image: iconhoursgif]Sat-Mon) also leads expeditions. Book walks in advance.

4 click here

The Drive » Drive west on the A3052 through the dazzling East Devon AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) to Exeter and take the B3212 up into Postbridge, a small village in the middle of Dartmoor National Park (52 miles all up).


[image: iconlinkgif] LINK YOUR TRIP

15 Shakespeare & Rolling Hills

New Forest is 48 miles southeast of Bath, from where you can travel through more picturesque British countryside in the Cotswolds.

32 Upper West Coast

The Isle of Skye’s main town, Portree, is the departure point for a voyage through jaw-dropping Scottish highland and island scenery.
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3 Dartmoor National Park

Covering 368 sq miles, this vast national park ([image: iconphonegif]01626-834684; www.visitdartmoor.co.uk) feels like it’s tumbled straight out of a Tolkien tome, with its honey-coloured heaths, moss-covered boulders, tinkling streams and eerie granite tors (hills).

On sunny days Dartmoor is idyllic: ponies wander and sheep graze beside the road, as seen in Steven Spielberg’s WWI epic War Horse. But Dartmoor is also the setting for Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the Baskervilles, and in sleeting rain and swirling mists the moor morphs into a bleak wilderness where tales of a phantom hound seem very real. Be aware too that the military uses live ammunition in its training ranges (click here).

Dartmoor is a haven for outdoor activities, including hiking, cycling, riding, climbing and white-water kayaking; the Dartmoor National Park Authority (DNPA; www.dartmoor.gov.uk) has detailed information. And there are plenty of rustic pubs to cosy up in when the fog rolls in.

4 click here

The Drive » Head west through Tavistock to pass through the Tamar Valley, another AONB, on the A390. At Dobwalls, pick up the A38 and drive west along the forested River Fowey to join the southwest-bound A30. Take the Victoria turn-off and travel northwest past Newquay Cornwall Airport to the Bedruthan Steps (62 miles altogether).

Top of Chapter

4 Bedruthan Steps

On Cornwall’s surf-pounded coast loom the stately rock stacks of Bedruthan (Carnewas; NT; www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carnewas-and-bedruthan-steps). These mighty granite pillars have been carved out by thousands of years of wind and waves, and the area is now owned by the National Trust. The beach itself is accessed via a steep staircase and is submerged at high tide. Towards the north end is a rocky shelf known as Diggory’s Island, which separates the main beach from another little-known cove.

The Drive » Drive east to join the northeast-bound A39, which runs parallel to the Cornish coast, to the town of Lynmouth in Exmoor National Park (94 miles in total).


[image: image]
Cornwall Bedruthan Steps
IAN WOOLCOCK / SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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5 Exmoor National Park

In the middle of Exmoor National Park is the higher moor, an empty, expansive, other-worldly landscape of tawny grasses and huge skies.

Exmoor supports one of England’s largest wild red deer populations, best experienced in autumn when the annual ‘rutting’ season sees stags bellowing, charging at each other and clashing horns in an attempt to impress prospective mates. The Exmoor National Park Authority (ENPA; www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk) runs regular wildlife-themed guided walks (free), which include evening deer-spotting hikes. Or head out on an organised jeep safari.

The open moors and a profusion of marked bridleways offer excellent hiking. Cycling is also popular here; Exmoor Adventures ([image: iconphonegif]07976-208279; www.exmooradventures.co.uk) runs a five-hour mountain-biking skills course (£50) and also hires bikes (per day £25).

The Drive » From Lynmouth to Libanus in the Brecon Beacons National Park it’s 143 miles. Take the A39 east along the coast to join the M5 at Bridgwater. Take the Second Severn Crossing bridge (westbound bridge traffic incurs a £6.60 toll, payable by cash, debit card or credit card) and head west towards Cardiff to join the northwest-bound A470.

Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

6 Brecon Beacons National Park

Brecon Beacons National Park (Parc Cenedlaethol Bannau Brycheiniog) ripples for 45 miles from the English border to near Llandeilo in the west. High mountain plateaus of grass and heather, their northern rims scalloped with glacier-scoured hollows, rise above wooded, waterfall-splashed valleys and green, rural landscapes.

Within the park there are four distinct regions: the wild, lonely Black Mountain (Mynydd Du) in the west, with its high moors and glacial lakes; Fforest Fawr (Great Forest), whose rushing streams and spectacular waterfalls form the headwaters of the Rivers Tawe and Neath; the Brecon Beacons (Bannau Brycheiniog) proper, a group of very distinctive, flat-topped hills that includes Pen-y-Fan (886m), the park’s highest peak; and the rolling heathland ridges of the Black Mountains (Y Mynyddoedd Duon) – not to be confused with the Black Mountain (singular) in the west. The park’s main visitor centre ([image: iconphonegif]01874-623366; www.breconbeacons.org; Libanus; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-5pm Easter-Sep) has details of walks, hiking and biking trails, outdoor activities, wildlife and geology (call first to check it’s open).

4 click here

The Drive » Drive north along the A470 to reach the southern boundary of Snowdonia National Park at Mallwyd (79 miles altogether).

Top of Chapter

7 Snowdonia National Park

Wales’ best-known and most-visited slice of nature, Snowdonia National Park (Parc Cenedlaethol Eryri) became the country’s first national park in 1951. Every year more than 350,000 people walk, climb or take the rack-and-pinion railway ([image: iconphonegif]01286-870223; www.snowdonrailway.co.uk; Llanberis; adult/child return diesel £29/20, steam £37/27; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-5pm mid-Mar–Nov) to the 1085m summit of Snowdon. The park’s 823 sq miles embrace stunning coastline, forests, valleys, rivers, bird-filled estuaries and Wales’ biggest natural lake. The Snowdonia National Park Information Centre ([image: iconphonegif]01690-710426; www.eryri-npa.gov.uk; Royal Oak Stables; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-5.30pm Easter-Oct, to 4pm rest of year) is an invaluable source of information about walking trails, mountain conditions and more.

The Drive » Continue north on the A470 and take the A5 northwest to Bangor. Cross Robert Stephenson’s 1850-built Britannia Bridge over the Menai Strait and take the A545 northwest to Beaumaris (a 72-mile trip).


[image: icontoptipgif] TOP TIP:

WARNING: DARTMOOR MILITARY RANGES

Live ammunition is used on Dartmoor’s training ranges. Check locations with the Firing Information Service ([image: iconphonegif]0800 458 4868; www.mod.uk/access) or tourist offices. Red flags fly at the edges of in-use ranges by day; red flares burn at night. Beware unidentified metal objects lying in the grass. Don’t touch anything; report finds to the Commandant ([image: iconphonegif]01837-650010).





WHY THIS IS A CLASSIC TRIP

CATHERINE LE NEVEZ, WRITER

[image: image]

For a relatively small island, Britain’s landscapes have an astonishing diversity and this classic trip offers a taste, from wooded forests to windswept moors, and coastal cliffs to tranquil lakes, with opportunities all along the route for more in-depth exploration. Bring rain gear at any time of year as getting out into Britain’s great outdoors invariably means encountering classic British weather.
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8 Isle of Anglesey

The 276-sq-mile Isle of Anglesey (Ynys Môn) offers miles of inspiring coastline, hidden beaches and the country’s greatest concentration of ancient sites.

Almost all of the Anglesey coast has been designated as an AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty). Beyond the handsome Georgian town of Beaumaris (Biwmares), there are hidden gems scattered all over the island. It’s very much a living centre of Welsh culture, too, as you can see for yourself at Oriel Ynys Môn ([image: iconphonegif]01248-724444; www.orielynysmon.info; Rhosmeirch, Llangefni; [image: iconhoursgif]10.30am-5pm; [image: iconparkgif]). A great, introductory day walk from Beaumaris takes in the ancient monastic site of Penmon Priory (Cadw; www.cadw.wales.gov.uk; Penmon; parking £2.50; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-4pm; [image: iconparkgif]), Penmon Point with views across to Puffin Island, and Blue Flag beach Llanddona.

4 click here

The Drive » Return to the mainland and take the A55 northeast, crossing the border into England where the road becomes the M56. Continue northeast towards Manchester before turning off on the southeast-bound M6. At Sandbach turn east on the A534 and follow the signs to Leek, then take the A53 northeast before turning east towards Longnor then Bakewell (138 miles all-up).


[image: image]
Isle of Anglesey
GARRY RIDSDALE / GETTY IMAGES ©
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9 Peak District National Park

Founded in 1951, the Peak District was England’s first national park and is Europe’s busiest. But even at peak times, there are 555 sq miles of open countryside in which to soak up the scenery. Caving and climbing, cycling and, above all, walking (including numerous short walks) are the most popular activities. The Peak District National Park Authority ([image: iconphonegif]01629-816200; www.peakdistrict.gov.uk; bicycle hire per half-day/day adult £14/17, child £10/12) has reams of information about the park and also operates several cycle-hire centres. The charming town of Bakewell also has a helpful tourist office ([image: iconphonegif]01629-816558; www.visitpeakdistrict.com; Bridge St; [image: iconhoursgif]9.30am-5pm Apr-Oct, 10.30am-4.30pm Nov-Mar).

4 click here

The Drive » From Bakewell take the A623 northwest towards Manchester and pick up the northbound M66, then at Burnley take the northeast-bound M65 to Skipton. Enter the Yorkshire Dales National Park on the B6265 to Grassington and head northwest on the B6160 to Aysgarth. Then take the A684 along the River Ure to Hawes (a total of 118 miles).


[image: icontoptipgif] TOP TIP:

WALKING SAFETY TIPS

The British countryside can appear gentle, and often is, but conditions can deteriorate quickly. Year-round on the hills or open moors carry warm waterproof clothing, a map and compass, and high-energy food (eg chocolate) and drinks. If you’re really going off the beaten track, leave your route details with someone.
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a Yorkshire Dales National Park

Protected as a national park since the 1950s, the glacial valleys of the Yorkshire Dales (named from the old Norse word dalr, meaning ‘valleys’) are characterised by a distinctive landscape of high heather moorland, stepped skylines and flat-topped hills above valleys patchworked with drystone dykes and little barns. Hawes is home to the Wensley-dale Creamery (www.wensleydale.co.uk; adult/child £2.50/1.50; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-4pm; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconfamilygif]), producing famous Wensleydale cheese. In the limestone country of the southern Dales you’ll encounter extraordinary examples of karst scenery (created by rainwater dissolving the underlying limestone bedrock).

The Drive » Head southwest on the B6255 to Ingleton. Take the A65 northwest to Sizergh then the A590 southwest to the Lake District’s southern reaches at Newby Bridge. Drive north along Lake Windermere before veering northwest to Hawkshead (53 miles all up).

Top of Chapter

b Lake District National Park

The Lake District (or Lakeland, as it’s commonly known round these parts) is by far the UK’s most popular national park. Ever since the Romantic poets arrived in the 19th century, its postcard panorama of craggy hilltops, mountain tarns and glittering lakes has stirred visitors’ imaginations. It’s awash with outdoor opportunities, from lake cruises to mountain walks.

Many people visit for the region’s literary connections: among the many writers who found inspiration here are William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Arthur Ransome and, of course, Beatrix Potter, a lifelong lover of the Lakes, whose delightful former farmhouse, Hill Top (NT; [image: iconphonegif]015394-36269; www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hill-top; adult/child £10/5, admission to garden & shop free; [image: iconhoursgif]house 10am-5.30pm Mon-Thu, 10am-4.30pm Fri-Sun, garden 10am-5.45pm Mon-Thu, 10am-5pm Fri-Sun), inspired many of her tales including Peter Rabbit.

4 click here

The Drive » Drive northwest on the A591 to join the A595 to Carlisle. Then take the A689 and A69 northeast to Walltown along Hadrian’s Wall (72 miles altogether).

Top of Chapter

c Hadrian’s Wall

Hadrian’s Wall is one of Britain’s most revealing and dramatic Roman ruins, its 2000-year-old procession of abandoned forts, garrisons, towers and milecastles marching across the wild and lonely landscape of northern England. This wall was about defence and control, but this edge-of-empire barrier also symbolised the boundary of civilised order – to the north lay the unruly land of the marauding Celts, while to the south was the Roman world of orderly taxpaying, underfloor heating and bathrooms. There’s an excellent visitor centre at Walltown (Northumberland National Park Visitor Centre; [image: iconphonegif]01697-747151; www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk; Greenhead; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-6pm Apr-Sep, to 5pm Oct, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun Nov-Mar). The finest sections of the wall run along the southern edge of remote Northumberland National Park.

The Drive » Follow the B6318 northeast along Hadrian’s Wall. Turn north on the B6320 to Bellingham. Continue northwest alongside the North Tyne river and Kielder Water lake to the village of Kielder (a 43-mile journey).

Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

d Kielder Water & Forest Park

Adjacent to Northumberland National Park, the Kielder Water & Forest Park is home to the vast artificial lake Kielder Water, holding 200,000 million litres. Surrounding its 27-mile-long shoreline is England’s largest plantation forest, with 150 million spruce and pine trees. Kielder Water is a water-sports playground (and midge magnet; bring insect repellent), and also has walking and cycling as well as great birdwatching. Comprehensive information is available at www.visitkielder.com.

The lack of population here helped the area be awarded dark-sky status by the International Dark Skies Association in 2013 (the largest such designation in Europe), with controls to prevent light pollution. For the best views of the Northumberland International Dark Sky Park, attend a stargazing session at state-of-the-art, 2008-built Kielder Observatory ([image: iconphonegif]0191-265 5510; www.kielderobservatory.org; Black Fell, off Shilling Pot; public observing session adult/child £16.50/15; [image: iconhoursgif]by reservation). Book ahead and dress warmly as it’s chilly here at night.

The Drive » It’s a 139-mile drive from Kielder to Balloch on the southern shore of Loch Lomond. Head north into Scotland and join the A68 towards Edinburgh. Take the M8 to Glasgow and then the A82 northwest to Balloch.


[image: image]
Kielder Water & Forest Park Mountain biking through the forest
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e Loch Lomond

Loch Lomond is mainland Britain’s largest lake and, after Loch Ness, the most famous of Scotland’s lochs. It’s part of the Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National Park (www.lochlomond-trossachs.org), which became the heart of Scotland’s first national park, created in 2002. The park extends over a huge area, from Balloch north to Tyndrum and Killin, and from Callander west to the forests of Cowal.

From Balloch, Sweeney’s Cruises ([image: iconphonegif]01389-752376; www.sweeneyscruiseco.com; Balloch Rd) offers a range of trips including a one-hour return cruise to Inchmurrin (adult/child £10.20/7, five times daily April to October, twice daily November to March), and a two-hour cruise (£18/10.20 twice daily May to September plus weekends April and October) around the islands. CanYou Experience ([image: iconphonegif]01389-756251; www.canyouexperience.com; Loch Lomond Shores; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5.30pm Easter-Oct) also arranges boat trips and water- and land-based activities from various bases around Loch Lomond.

The Drive » Follow the A82 along Loch Lomond’s western shoreline and pick up the northeast-bound A85 at Crianlarich. Then take the northwest-bound A9 to Aviemore (a total of 141 miles).

Top of Chapter

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

f Cairngorms National Park

The vast Cairngorms National Park (www.cairngorms.co.uk) stretches from Aviemore in the north – with a handy tourist office ([image: iconphonegif]01479-810930; www.visitaviemore.com; The Mall, Grampian Rd; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm Sun year-round, longer hrs Jul & Aug) – to the Angus Glens in the south, and from Dalwhinnie in the west to Ballater and Royal Deeside in the east.

The park encompasses the highest landmass in Britain – a broad mountain plateau, riven only by the deep valleys of the Lairig Ghru and Loch Avon, with an average altitude of over 1000m and including five of the six highest summits in the UK. This wild mountain landscape of granite and heather has a sub-Arctic climate and supports rare alpine tundra vegetation and high-altitude bird species, such as snow bunting, ptarmigan and dotterel. Lower down, scenic glens are softened by beautiful open forests of native Scots pine, home to rare animals and birds such as pine martens, wildcats, red squirrels, ospreys, capercaillies and crossbills.

4 click here

The Drive » Take the A9 northwest to Inverness, then the southwest-bound A82 along Loch Ness (keeping an eye out for mythical beasts). At Invermoriston join the westbound A887, which becomes the A87, and continue to Kyle of Lochalsh where you’ll cross the Skye Bridge to the Isle of Skye. Continue along the A87 to reach Portree (a 145-mile journey all up).


[image: image]
Reindeer, Cairngorms National Park
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OUTER HEBRIDES

If you’re not ready to return to the mainland after visiting the Isle of Skye, consider a trip to the Outer Hebrides (aka the Western Isles; Na h-Eileanan an Iar in Gaelic) – a 130-mile-long string of islands west of Skye. More than a third of Scotland’s registered crofts are here, and no less than 60% of the population are Gaelic speakers. With limited time, head straight for the west coast of Lewis with its prehistoric sites, preserved blackhouses, beautiful beaches, and arts and crafts studios – the Lochmaddy Tourist Office ([image: iconphonegif]01867-500321; Pier Rd; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-5pm Mon-Sat Apr-Oct) can provide a list. Ferries (car £30, driver and passenger £6.10 each) run once or twice daily from Uig on Skye to Lochmaddy (1¾ hours) and Tarbert (1½ hours).
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g Isle of Skye

The Isle of Skye (an t-Eilean Sgiathanach in Gaelic) takes its name from the old Norse sky-a, meaning ‘cloud island’, a Viking reference to the often-mist-enshrouded Cuillin Hills. It’s a 50-mile-long patchwork of velvet moors, jagged mountains, sparkling lochs and towering sea cliffs. Lively Portree (Port Righ) has the island’s only tourist office ([image: iconphonegif]01478-612992; www.visitscotland.com; Bayfield Rd; [image: iconhoursgif]9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm Sun Jun-Aug, shorter hours Sep-May; [image: iconwifigif]).

Skye offers some of the finest walking in Scotland, including some short, low-level routes. The sheltered coves and sea lochs around the coast of Skye provide magnificent sea-kayaking opportunities. Skyak Adventures ([image: iconphonegif]01471-820002; www.skyakadventures.com; 29 Lower Breakish, Breakish; 1-day course per person from £100) runs expeditions and courses for both beginners and experienced paddlers to otherwise inaccessible places.

Skye’s stunning scenery is the main attraction, but when the mist closes in there are plenty of castles, crofting museums and cosy pubs and restaurants, along with dozens of art galleries and craft studios.


[image: image]
Sea kayaker, Isle of Skye
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EATING & SLEEPING

New Forest 1

4 The Pig Boutique Hotel £££

([image: iconphonegif]0345 225 9494; www.thepighotel.co.uk; Beaulieu Rd, Brockenhurst; r £175-265; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconwifigif]) One of the New Forest’s classiest hotels remains an utter delight: log baskets, croquet mallets and ranks of guest gumboots give things a country-house air; espresso machines and minilarders lend bedrooms a luxury touch. The effortless elegance makes it feel like you’ve just dropped by a friend’s (very stylish) rural retreat.

Dartmoor National Park 3

4 Tor Royal Farm B&B ££

([image: iconphonegif]01822-890189; www.torroyal.co.uk; Tor Royal Lane, near Princetown; s £60, d £80-100; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconwifigif]) An easygoing, country cottage–styled farmhouse packed with lived-in charm. The rooms are rather old-fashioned – cream-and-white furniture, puffy bedspreads, easy chairs – but they’re cosy, and the sumptuous afternoon tea (£14) is reason to stay here alone.

Brecon Beacons National Park 6

4 Peterstone Court Hotel £££

([image: iconphonegif]01874-665387; www.peterstone-court.com; Llanhamlach; r from £150; [image: iconparkgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]) At this elegant Georgian manor house, the rooms are large and comfortable, and the views across the valley to the Beacons are superb.

OEBPS/content/images/LPT0811_053.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_313042358.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_296399699.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/LPT0311_063.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_305128541.jpg






OEBPS/content/images/500px_119694469.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/catherine-le-nevez-2012-col.jpg






OEBPS/content/images/classictrip.jpg
ClassicTiip











OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_433830160.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/LPT1211_052.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/538591489.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/LPT1211_056.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_411721015.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/how-to-use-this-ebook.jpg
SYMBOLS IN THIS BOOK
G W (@
mmps *i ) %ﬂ‘;‘"&
(alicalll Il
g’;‘t’our @ Outdoors |2 Slecping

(7 Telephone @ Internet [© Tube
Number Access ) English-
) OpeningHours & WiFiAccess  Language Menu
[Pl Parking 2 Vegetarian (o] Family-
S Nonsmoking  Section Friendly
) Air- & Swimming & Pet-Friendly
Conditioning Pool
MAP LEGEND
Routes Trips
I Trip Route g Tetumbers
s Trip Detour
Linked Trip © TipStop
W Walk Route
Walking tour
Trip Detour
Population
&  Capital (National)
Unsealed Road @ Capital
Plaza/Mall (State/Province)
111 Steps ©  City/Large Town
) = Tunnel ©  Town/Village
Pedestrian
Overpass Areas
Walk Track/Path Beach
Cemetery
Boundaries (Christian)
== International Cemetery (Other)
—— State/Province [0 Park
e Clff Forest
Reservation
Hydrography Urban Area
River/Creck Sportsground
Intermittent River
U Swamp/Mangrove Transport
“%_» Canal @ Airport
T Water #@1+ Cable Car/
Dry/Salt/ Funicular
IntermittentLake & London Tube
Giacier station
@  Metrostation
ighway Markers G Parking
(WD) Motorway @+ Train/Railway
(aea) Highway @ Tram

Note:Not allsymbolsdisplayec above appear o the maps inthis book





OEBPS/content/images/GettyRF_534565253.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/icon-bus.gif





OEBPS/content/images/LPT0811_063.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/icon-check.gif





OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_373818757.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/GettyRF_176021769.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/icon-acon.gif





OEBPS/content/images/GettyRF_462608419.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/icon-book.gif





OEBPS/content/images/icon-phone.gif





OEBPS/content/images/icon-link.gif





OEBPS/content/images/icon-local.gif





OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_483482785.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/icon-park.gif





OEBPS/content/images/icon-family.gif





OEBPS/content/images/566993463.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/icon-hours.gif





OEBPS/content/images/icon-internet.gif





OEBPS/content/images/map1.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/547563281.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/cover.jpg
GREAT
BRITAIN'S

AMAZING
ROAD TRIPS






OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_164440322.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/558410161.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/sampler-button.png
To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device,
or visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps to grab a PDF of the maps.






OEBPS/content/images/sampler-page.png
The key to the perfect trip

Lonely Planet eBooks make trip planning and
on-the-road travelling easier than ever

1. Discover amazing experiences 2, Content when you need it
Gorgeous photos of top sights with links ~ Downloading eBooks on the road is

to author recommendations help you simple, and you can carry as many
plan where to go. guides as you need.

Montenegro’s Top 16

© Sights

Sveti Stefan Beach
‘The main point of coming]
time horizontal as possib}

3. Plan your perfect trip 4., Essential online travel info
Search for destinations, bookmark Links to the best business and travel
favourites and add notes to websites bring all the info you need into
customise your guide. one place.

Art Gallery of Western Australia
uae ]

= — |
3 parm et o :

Map links to reviews mean
you can find info quickly.

Zoom-in maps make it easy Offline maps mean no
to navigate in a new place. | data-roaming charges.





OEBPS/content/images/500px_103763623.jpg
e

e






OEBPS/content/images/500px_106677709.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/08-best-classic-high-tr-bri1.png
les

| 716

Edinburgh

®, Delve into the tangle of
7 alleyways around the

Scottish capital's
Royal Mile

London
This electrifying
metropolis is one of
the world's great
cities

Cambrid,
284 miles e

Cardiff

Visit the Welsh

capital's castle, o

museums and Bath START/

sci-fi sights FINISH
Salisbury

Winchester





OEBPS/content/images/09-wild-classic-high-tr-bri1.png
r
Isle of Skye' EEED

Cairngorms
(15) National Park
Explore Britain's
biggest — and loftiest —
national park

~EDINBURGH
Glasgow (‘
?o EiPa:kter = Carlisle
Stargaze.
state-bﬁfﬁle\ﬁn
Kielder Observatory

lanchester

Brecon Beacons

National Park Bristol

Discover the four START
completely different New
facets of the Brecon Forest

Beacons






OEBPS/content/images/08-best-classic-tr-bri1.png
A
®0 2 il
o Berwick-upon-Tweed
v' b oL OKelso
North
/(’/ (734 ¢ oTLAND =N Sea
d‘tumfri /% 5
){// < (nes) ol ewcastle-upon-Tyne
N~ Carlisle & ‘
Kirkcudbright . o Durham
oMiddlesbrough
o BN i rou,
Whitehaveno ¢ k Lms) o gton =
) TEN Free ey
Ramsey (#s55) o CaD) 1 N
o
Isle of ; ; ‘Scarborough
Man

4
(Asa)

O Douglas

Bristol
Channel

e L)





OEBPS/content/images/09-wild-classic-tr-bri1.png
W

Tsleof The

o Dornoch ® 9
ort is MinchGaifls
O Harris Minc 'Ga @ Tain @ Moray ® 2

FINISH = " Firth  Elgi

100 km
50 miles

Isle of Skye 5.6~ 0 Na
(16) Kol 3 NORTH
Bunvegans, B .o
SEA
South Broadforda

Uist
Mallaigo
o o OStonehaven

of the Fort Willia

Hebrides ‘©Montrose

Tsidof oArbroath

Mull r ©Dundee

0St Andrews
-alkland

Isle of Tona.

Isle of

Jura

Isleof Tslay " Lo1oS o Berwick-upon-Tweed
(83)

Campbeltowng@
%nltl of der Water
ntyre 5 Park
2 Newcastle-
©upon-Tyne

Isle of ;
Man  Lake Distr es © Scarborough

Douglas @ National Pa

ay
O e ) evYork
Bish Blackpool®™— . | “‘,o;f“‘\. Hull

Sea

Isle of
Anglesey

Caernarfon ’ :‘y < *

Lign .

Peninsula lﬁ

Cardigan

St George's
Channel

PEMBR *

i

Pembroke®../

Bristol
Channel \fracombe

Brighton
Bournemouth

00T [yme Jrassic
ional Bay " Coast

Park

‘ORNWALL
Land's

Islesof “End —Penzance
Scilly:





OEBPS/content/images/icon-tree.gif





OEBPS/content/images/icon-wifi.gif





OEBPS/content/images/icon-swim.gif





OEBPS/content/images/674709417.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/icon-t.gif





OEBPS/content/images/674907897.jpg
il
[






OEBPS/content/images/icon-toptip.gif





OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_83790778.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/map2.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/616219462.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/icon-photo.gif





OEBPS/content/images/471646509.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/shutterstock_193097696.jpg





OEBPS/content/images/04-climate-tr-bri1.png
#’
Warm to hot summers,
L mild winters






OEBPS/content/images/02-classic-trips-tr-bri1.png
Britain's Wild Side

Explore Britain's glorious Orkoney
national parks and natural slands
beauty 21 DAYS

Durnesso.
Stornoway 0
Lewis X e
StKilda Tarbertg Mi Ullapool °
Lochmaddy® o€
Il of Skye Kyle of rmess
Portree®  Lochalsh A
‘South Uist_ Fort
Lochboisdale © 8D pugust
B Qoo Newk o Y4 Royal Highlands &
Sea Cairngorms Wind along
Hebr e "{;‘3,,'1 ot © Montrose N roads surrounded by majestic

mountains. 4-5 DAYS

- Ml @ o Arbroath
NTIC Oban® r

Inve
Jura on g g
Gi ‘*Q
Kiay WS
fvnon Kilmarmoc R
K
NORTHERN Ay

IRELAND  Campbeltown ro

The Best of Britain

Swing through three countries
and several millennia of history.
21 DAYS

Mull of

il ( - Kintyre
Classic Lakes '\" B
Literary links aplenty. England's | Sgr2er &

stie-upon-Tyne

> highest hill and utterly S R m—
unforgettable views. 5 DAYS ok 4" L oMiddlesbrough SE
= 3 C DIt £y AN esder oA, -0 North York Moors
' F\ e g V& RV
A g X\F \ il ©Douglas R
R CastiRtown L ip/

>~
D20 peak District

Brooding moors and adrenaline
sports - an adventure-packed
drive

The Historic South
Discover a rich heritage full of
nautical, archaeological and
architectural sights. 9-11DAYS

Y

Urban & Art Odyssey
While touring English cities,
you'll iscover anation's art
and soul. 13-15 DAYS

i
West Wales: Swansea to

St Davids A glorious drive
> beside sweeping beaches and
vast sand dunes. 4 DAYS

Newquay © / # o (8 OTorquay
Plym 4

Seaside Saunter
Join holidaymakers and

o g g hedonists s you tour chalk
Scilly @ﬁfv - cliffs and green downs. 8 DAYS
7 Winchester, Glastonbury
& Bath Vivid history awaits.
Ao 200km from stone circles to soaring
®o

100 miles cathedrals 12-14 DAYS





