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The tomb of Senneferi was identified as a potential subject 
for research in the late 1980s. TT99 took our attention as it 
was a large tomb, and a potential change from the smaller 
chapels on which we had cut our teeth in Thebes, and yet 
had been the subject of no systematic work. It was hoped the 
work would not take too many years, but in this we were sadly 
mistaken, firstly because we underestimated the amount of 
archaeological work needed, and secondly because the work 
circumstances of all persons involved, particularly mine, just 
did not permit the devotion of the amounts of time needed 
to the writing up of the work. However, I believe the result 
is better for the delays.

A project that has been in the making for twenty years 
requires numerous acknowledgements of thanks to colleagues 
and friends the world over.

Our first and foremost debt is to the Egyptian Antiquities 
Organisation/Supreme Council of Antiquities of Egypt (now 
the Ministry of Antiquities and Heritage). We have had 
the pleasure of working with many Chairmen of that body 
who, with the members of the Permanent Committee for 
Archaeology, granted the original concession to the tomb to 
the University of Cambridge Theban Mission and renewed it 
annually. The Chairmen with whom we worked were: Prof. 
Dr Mohamed Ibrahim Bakr, Prof. Dr Abd el-Halim Nur 
ed-Din, Dr Aly Hassan, Prof. Dr Gaballa Aly Gaballa and 
Prof. Dr Zahi Hawass. Their senior colleagues in Abbassiya 
and Zamalek were infallibly helpful: Dr Mutawa Balboush, 
Dr Mohamed el-Saghir, and Mr Sabri Abdel Aziz.

All EAO/SCA staff in Luxor have made the Mission the 
success it has been. I begin with the Directors of Upper 
Egypt, and of the East and West Banks, and their deputies. 
In addition to the aforementioned Dr Mohamed el-Saghir 
and Mr Sabri Abdel Aziz, in this category I wish to thank 
Dr Mohamed Nasr, Dr el-Sayed Aly Hegazy, Dr Mohamed 
el-Bialy, Mr Nour Abdel Ghaffar Mohamed, Mr Ibrahim 
Mahmud Soleiman and Mr Bakhit.

Our inspectors, who bore the day-to-day task of repre-
senting the SCA to the Mission, were of course key members 
thereof. Over the years we were privileged to have the services 
and help of Mr Abd el-Latif Ibrahim (1992), Mr Ahmed Rabia 
Ahmed (1993), Mr Said Jibril Mohamed (1994), Mr Ashraf 
Okasha (1995), Mme Hanaa Moursi el-Dessouqi (1996), 
Mr Ramadan Ahmed Aly (1997–1998), Mr Abdulrahman 
Ahmed Hassan (1999–2001) and Mr Ahmed Ezz ed-Din 
(2002). We could not have managed without them all.

Egyptian colleagues and friends have also provided 
assistance during visits to the Egyptian Museum, Cairo; 
in addition to all Directors of the Museum in these years, 
I particularly thank Mr Adel Mahmoud and Miss Sabah 
el-Razeq for making objects in their care accessible to us.

During the years of excavation, we were able to rely on a 
very hard-working team of local workmen, many of whom 
joined us year after year, and on whom we came to rely. Their 
unflagging enthusiasm and hard work, notably during the 
digging seasons which often took place during Ramadan, 
contributed to the timely completion of what at time often 
looked like a Herculean task. We thank them profoundly; we 
were fortunate to have the services of only three reis during 
the time of the Mission: Baghdadi Diab Ittahir, Ittahir Diab 
Ittahir, and Hassan Mohamed Shamseddin. And we thank 
those taxi drivers who worked with us, in particular Aly 
el-Gazar and Aly es-Sakkit.

Now to the non-Egyptian members of our team. The 
names of many of the following will be found on their con-
tributions to this volume; every member of the team played a 
key role in ensuring the maintenance of a friendly and highly 
co-operative atmosphere during the field season. I believe that 
a happy staff produces better work, and that is embodied in 
the volume: Helen Strudwick (1992–2001), Julie Dawson 
(1993–2001), Rachel Walker (1993–1995), Alexandra 
Whittaker (1993–1994, 1997), Pamela Rose (1994–2001), 
Anthony Middleton (1995, 2000–2001), Lynn Meskell 
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(1995–1996), Helen Howard (1996), Alison Gascoigne 
(1996), Günter Heindl (1997–1998), Lisa Shekede (1997), 
Rebecca Hardy (1997–1998), Rita Lucarelli (1997–1998), 
Tony Waldron (1998, 2002), Gillian Pyke (1998–2001), 
Rosalind Janssen (1998), Bridget Leach (1999–2000), 
John Taylor (1999–2000), Alan Clapham (1999), Amanda 
Dunsmore (2000), Heike Behlmer (2001), April Farmer 
(2001) and Evan York (2001). I also wish to acknowledge 
the important contributions of three further individuals 
whose names grace chapters of this book: Briant Bohleke 
took time out from his work at Chicago House to examine 
the hieratic inscriptions found; Irmtraut Munro was kind 
enough to put her unparalleled expertise on the Book of the 
Dead to work on the papyrus and linen fragments; and Trevor 
Emmett found time to write the geology report in the final 
stages of publication without having the opportunity to see 
the site for himself. I also want to acknowledge again Julie 
Dawson, who has done so much work on this project and 
whose main contributions will appear in Part II; without her 
deeply thoughtful comments and perceptive eye, the sections 
on the wall paintings would be so much poorer. It has been 
an honour to work with this industrious, productive and 
delightful group of people.

I am particularly indebted to all those involved in writing 
chapters in the present publication. Despite their regular work 
commitments and the unpredictability of modern life, they 
have produced their essential contributions. Many factors 
have contributed to the unconscionably long time it has 
taken to bring the first part this publication to completion, 
but everyone has persisted admirably and exhibited great 
patience with the inevitable delays, and at times my constant 
pestering.

No expedition can go into the field without financial 
backing. The University of Cambridge Theban Tombs Project 
has benefited from the support of both institutional bodies 
and from the financial assistance of many private individuals. 
Principal among the institutional sponsors were the British 
Academy and the Gerald Avery Wainwright Fund for Near 
Eastern Archaeology (1993–1998), but essential contri-
butions came from the Thomas Mulvey Egyptology Fund 
(1995–1997), the Townley Group of the British Museum 
Friends (1999–2002) and the Society of Antiquaries of 
London (2000–2002).

Individual donors are many: Mrs S. Sparrow, the Sussex 
College of Egyptology, Mr & Mrs A. W. Ladd, Dr Joseph S. 
Klemek, Robin Young, Catella UK Ltd, Mr R Hardy, Noel 
Sweitzer, and Wim Hance; we thank Hanwell Instruments 
for the loan of a data-logger.

We are very grateful to the Egypt Exploration Society 
for the use of the facilities of their Cairo office, and to their 
representative at the time, Rawya Ismail, for her help and 
support. The progress made in the excavation of the large shaft 

in 1998 would not have been possible without the loan of an 
electric winch belonging to the Gnosarch Foundation, and 
the assistance of Erhart Graefe is deeply appreciated. The help 
in Luxor of Chicago House and the German Archaeological 
Institute is gratefully acknowledged.

There are many other Egyptological colleagues and friends 
whose help and support has been constant over the years, 
and who have contributed helpful practical advice as well 
as moral support: Aly Omar Aly Abdalla, Jan Assmann, 
Peter F. Dorman, Craig Hartley, Heike Heye, W. Raymond 
Johnson, Friederike Kampp-Seyfried, Anthony Leahy, H. de 
Meulenaere, Dietrich Raue, Nicholas Reeves, Pamela Rose, 
Mohamed Saleh, Gábor Schreiber, Karl Seyfried, Donald 
Spanel, Patricia Spencer, John Taylor. The contributions of 
many other colleagues who have helped with specific input 
will be noted in the footnotes, but I must draw attention to 
Raimond Spekking and Bruce Allardice who were happy for 
us to use their wonderful aerial photos of Qurna.

The publication of this project has been, for practical rea-
sons, split into two parts, one dealing with the New Kingdom 
use of the tomb, and the other with everything since. This 
split will enable the first fruits of research to appear now 
while the later crop is still growing.

Oxbow Books, through my editor Clare Litt and their 
Managing Editor Julie Gardiner, kindly responded positively 
to my proposal to publish this work. I thank them profoundly, 
especially in understanding of the delays and the need to 
publish it in two parts. I also wish to express my gratitude to 
their production manager, Mette Bundgaard, for helping me 
to smooth the passage of this complex manuscript through 
the production process.

Lastly, I must record personal debts to those who have been 
there for me in good and bad times and whose moral support 
has been inestimable. My late parents and parents-in-law all 
saw this project in the field stages, and I regret that none of 
them will see the appearance of this first volume; without 
them neither Helen nor I would be whatever we are today. 
Friends have also been there for conversation and drinks at 
all times, and I must thank for this Galina Bradley, Joanna 
and Peter Haselden and Martine and Mark Smith, as well as 
all the members of Devil’s Dyke Morris Men, which group 
I joined in the year this project began. And lastly of course, 
Helen Strudwick has not only worked on this project since its 
inception, has read every word multiple times and contributed 
so much, but has always been there, Egyptologically and 
personally. Thank you Helen and everyone.

Nigel Strudwick

Cambridge 
June 2016
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The tomb of Senneferi is located in the Upper Enclosure of 
Sheikh Abdel Qurna on the West Bank of Luxor, close to the 
similarly-named but better known monument of Sennefer 
(TT96), and immediately above that of Rekhmire (TT100). 
The tomb consists of a classic 18th dynasty T-shaped decorated 
tomb chapel, with a superstructure and a large Courtyard, and 
shafts were sunk in the Courtyard and inside the tomb chapel.

The geographical and geological settings are described 
in more detail in Chapter 3. Two colour images of the 
tomb before work commenced will be found as Colour pl. 
2A and Colour pl. 2B.

1.1 Publication structure
Far too many Theban tombs continue to be published simply 
as presentation of the data by theme, such as the description 
of the decoration followed by an archaeological report and a 
catalogue of finds. While there is nothing a priori wrong with 
this approach, it makes no real concession to the complex use 
phases of the typical Theban tomb, which are generally more 
complex than those typically seen for, say, a mastaba of the 
Old Kingdom at Giza or Saqqara. The present publication is 
structured round a history of the tomb from its initial cutting 
until the Cambridge Theban Tombs Project began work in 
1992, and we wish to acknowledge the pioneering work of 
Heike Guksch in this respect.1 

It was originally intended to publish all the data in a single 
volume. However, it became evident that there was such a 
mass of material that more than one volume might be needed. 

The present volume (Part I) deals with material related 
to the tomb down to the end of the 18th dynasty. It begins 
with an introduction to the tomb, detailing previous research, 
methods used, and the different contexts which feature in the 
publication. The next chapter looks at Senneferi himself, his 

family, the date of the tomb, and monuments of Senneferi 
outside the Chapel. The topographical and geological setting 
of the tomb is considered, which leads into the central chapter 
of the book describing the archaeology and architecture of 
the different 18th dynasty contexts, including descriptions of 
the excavation. The historical conclusions about the original 
tomb are presented there; these particularly concentrate on 
the different use and robbery phases of the main burial shaft. 
The following chapters present the research results from study 
of the decoration of the Chapel and the various categories of 
excavated material from the burial shaft of Senneferi (Shaft I).

The second volume (Part II) will take the story of the tomb 
from the end of the 18th dynasty until the 20th century ad. 
Nonetheless, for practical reasons, some material of the later 
New Kingdom, in particular the second part of the chapter 
on the hieratic jar labels (§ 10.3), has been incorporated here.

1.2 Recent history and earlier work in TT99
The private tombs of Thebes have over the past two centuries 
been worked on by a wide variety of persons, from early 
travellers through to modern scholars, and most have also not 
escaped the depredations of the tomb-robber. A glance at the 
entries in the Topographical Bibliography will show that for the 
majority of the monuments the only extant documentation 
is a miscellaneous collection of variable records in many 
different places. The number of tombs that have received 
full and systematic treatment is woefully low.

The tomb of Senneferi fits into the former of these groups, 
which is why it was selected for fieldwork. There are few 
records of any scholarly activity in it. The following history 
of the tomb since the later 19th century ad can be pieced 
together.

Percy Newberry claims to have discovered the tomb in 
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1895, and in his brief published note he refers to a few of 
Senneferi’s titles.2 He also made the connection between the 
tomb and statue British Museum EA 48 (below, p. 22) 
and the Silsila shrine of Senneferi (below, p. 32). The 
next person to work in the tomb was Robert Mond, who 
excavated in this area of Sheikh Abdel Qurna during his 
first season in Thebes which began on 10 January 1903. He 
wrote in his first report: 

§4 – The tomb of Sen-nefera. I opened up and examined the 
large pit of the tomb of Sen-nefera, and in it I found fragments 
of papyrus, the rifled mummy, a sandstone face of a statue, the 
wooden face of a sarcophagus, and fragments of a limestone 
stela bearing his name and titles. Here we also found in the 
débris a fragment of a stela with the name of Ken-Amen. In 
the débris surrounding this tomb, I discovered fragments of a 
painted limestone stela in bas-relief and a small papyrus roll (a 
charm?) which requires to be unrolled.3 

His second report additionally presented plans of the 
‘mummy pits’ from the tombs which were unable to be 
included in the original report. For TT99, he gives sketches 
of two shafts.4 He also found at least one funerary cone of 
Senneferi, of the Davies–Macadam Corpus 154 type.5 In the 
copy of ASAE 5 in the Department of Ancient Egypt and 
Sudan in the British Museum, there is a marginal note ‘EA 
10742?’ against the remark about the rolled-up papyrus. EA 
10742 was bequeathed to the museum by Mond in 1939, 
and is in fact a Third Intermediate Period text; there is no 
evidence that it is the papyrus referred to in the report.

Enquiries relating to the archives of Mond have so far 
revealed next to no further material.6 Among the Mond 
manuscripts in Oxford is a notebook of Emery’s dating to 
1924 in which he says ‘No 99. Sennefer, Chancellor. Large 
shaft excavated recently. Reliefs mainly obliterated’.7 It is 
intriguing that he does not mention that it was his current 
employer who had carried out the excavation!

The Mond description of the excavation ties in relatively 
well with the material from the present excavations (to be 
described further below). The fragments of papyrus in the 
above quote are surely more of the Book of the Dead papyri 

of Senneferi (§ 7.1). But where are those finds now? In the 
early years of the 20th century, Howard Carter used the 
upper tomb of Sennefer as a magazine (TT96; the chapel is 
often termed TT96A and the burial chamber as TT96B), and 
Mond placed his inscribed and decorated material therein 
(see further p. 91 below). It is thus plausible that some of 
the large quantities of miscellaneous material still in TT96 
in 2001–2002 incorporated some of that of Mond’s work 
in TT99 found in 1903.

Roughly at the time that Mond was working in Thebes, 
Emile Baraize made his maps of the necropolis, and these 
indicate the presence of a shaft in the Courtyard.8 In 1905, 
Kurt Sethe visited the tomb as part of his contribution to 
collecting texts for the Wörterbuch. He was particularly inter-
ested in the Lebanon text, which he published separately in 
1906,9 and most of the remainder of the texts appeared in 
Urk. IV, 528–44.10 

Sethe was apparently the first to mention that the tomb was 
inhabited. There is no clear information as to the identity of 
the inhabitants, but the local tradition still had it in the 1990s 
that they were a family of Coptic weavers. Archaeological 
and architectural evidence certainly suggests that weavers 
lived here at some time, and this will be considered in Part II.

Along with most of the more prominent chapels, the tomb 
of Senneferi was included in the first stage of Arthur Weigall 
and Alan Gardiner’s project to catalogue the private tombs.11 
Weigall refers to its being allocated the number 99 in 1909, 
and that it was then accessible to visitors: 

A family was expropriated from this tomb, and an iron door 
was fixed by the Department, at the expense of Prince Djemil 
Pasha Tousson.12 Very little of the painting now remains. I 
think this is the tomb the pit of which was cleared by Mond 
(Annales, V, II, p. 101).13

At the end of the article, Weigall added:
I have to record that, of the sum of L.E. 11,963 which remained 
as the balance of the L.E. 390 given by Prince Djemil Pasha 
Tousson, L.E. 10,656 was expended in the expropriating of 
the people from tombs nos 97, 98 and 99 and on putting on 
iron doors, and the balance of L.E. 1,307 will be spent later.14

2 Newberry, PSBA 22 (1900), 61–62.
3 Mond, ASAE 5 (1904), 101–102.
4 Mond, ASAE 6 (1905), 87 (fig. 21, 22), Fig. 55 on p. 66 below.
5 ASAE 6 (1905), 94 (282 (A). See further below p. 49.
6 I am grateful to Patricia Winker of the School of Archaeology, Classics 
and Egyptology in Liverpool for checking Mond’s notes in Liverpool 
(fax dated 30/11/1995).
7 I am grateful to Jaromir Malek for permitting me access to this 
material. I regret not noting the specific reference.
8 Plan des nécropoles thébaines, feuille 32. The map does not indicate 
the ownership of the tomb.
9 SPAW 1906, 356–363. The sketch plan on p. 358 is erroneous (the 
tomb has two, not four, pillars); perhaps he confused it with TT96A?
10 Sethe’s Zetteln for the tomb are numbered 994–1006.
11 Gardiner and Weigall, Topographical Catalogue, 24–25.
12 Probably the son of Mohamed Toussoun Pasha, and thus grandson 

of Said Pasha (see genealogical table in Reports by his Majesty’s High 
Commissioner on the Finances, Administration, and Condition of Egypt 
and the Sudan for the year 1920 (London 1921), 6; he lived from 
1874 to 1933 (http://www.egyptedantan.com/famille_souveraine/ 
famille_souveraine.32.htm, accessed 29 January 2015). He was the 
younger brother of the better-known Omar Toussoun Pasha (Bierbrier 
(ed.), Who was who in Egyptology, 543–544).
13 ASAE 9 (1908), 135.
14 ASAE 9 (1908), 136. The LE 390 referred to was offered to the 
Antiquities Service in January 1905, and noted by Quibell, ASAE 7 
(1906), 10 (4) (there as LE 400). Much of it was used for Weigall’s 
excavation of the mortuary temple of Thutmose III. [British and 
American readers should note that the numbers are set in French 
notation, with ‘,’ in place of ‘.’.] Weigall’s excavations are briefly referred 
to in his A guide to the Antiquities of Upper Egypt, 255.
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Gardiner remarks that the occupants of TT97 were bought 
out in 1907,15 and on the basis of Weigall’s statement above it 
can reasonably be assumed that this date also applies to TT99.

After this busy time in the early years of the century, the 
tomb lay quiet for many years. Both Norman and Nina de 
Garis Davies worked at some time in the tomb. TT99 features 
briefly in Norman’s notebooks in Oxford,16 but there are no 
tracings in the Davies archive. Neither does it appear that 
Nina made paintings of any scenes, but she did take detailed 
notes on the coloured hieroglyphs, and published colour 
copies of five signs.17

Other scholarly visitors have passed through the Chapel 
at various times. Siegfried Schott took a number of pho-
tographs,18 one of which was reproduced by Bruyère.19 A 
number of texts were copied by Jan Assmann in the 1960s.20

1.3 The Cambridge Theban Tombs Project
Following work in the tombs in Khokha,21 our project to 
record Theban tombs turned its attention to the tomb of 
Senneferi. TT99 was chosen as, following some book research 
and an examination in 1989, it was clear that this was one 
of those Theban tombs about which very little was known, 
thus making a prime candidate for attention.

The reason for the lack of attention paid to TT99 is not 
really hard to seek. The Chapel, although once surely magnif-
icent, had lost most of its painted decoration, and such tombs 
had never been among the priorities of our predecessors in 
the study of the necropolis. This relatively limited amount of 
decoration appealed to us in view of in the relatively limited 
fieldwork time available to us in the early 1990s, and it 
appeared a project which could be completed in a relatively 
short period of time. Initial permission was obtained from the 
SCA, as well as some funding, and the first season, consisting 
of a basic survey, took place in September 1992.

While the opportunity for closer and more careful exam-
ination of the paintings confirmed our initial assessment, a 
closer look at the interior floors of the Chapel made us realise 
that there was going to be a considerable archaeological 
component to the project, with no fewer than six shafts 
inserted into the Chapel, plus those excavated by Mond in 
the Courtyard.

Excavation of the shafts commenced in 1993. Work on 

the interior shafts was completed in 1996, when work was 
transferred to the Courtyard, and completed in 1998 (a total 
of six seasons); following that, four further study seasons saw 
the work in the field completed in 2002.22 

This long programme of fieldwork was dictated by the 
sheer volume of material which came from the tomb. The 
Chapel may have a relatively small proportion of its original 
decoration surviving, but this was more than outweighed 
by the finds deriving from the shafts and Courtyard. The 
reward for this is that we are left with a detailed picture of 
the myriad uses and reuses through which TT99 has passed 
since it was cut for Senneferi in the fifteenth century bc until 
the tomb was provided with an iron gate by the Service des 
Antiquités in ad 1907.

This excavation was among the first to take advantage of 
the Internet for disseminating news about projects. http://
www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/tt99/, ongoing since 1997, has 
served an even more important role than originally envisaged 
due to the extended publication time. The outline of much 
of what will be found in the following pages has appeared 
on that site, and the rapid technological developments of 
the past two decades have allowed the inclusion of certain 
media types which cannot be used in print. It is also planned 
that this site will also house project data which cannot for 
practical reasons be placed in this book.

In addition to the web site, members of the mission 
and other scholars have been able to publish a number of 
interim reports and studies of individual aspects to ensure 
that the tomb has become quite well known.23 These studies 
are referred to where they are relevant in this volume and 
in Part II.

The duration of this project has seen an enormous amount 
of technological change in the world, above all else the adop-
tion and availability of more and more digital technologies, 
both for fieldwork and publication. The fieldwork in TT99 
took place when many of these changes were relatively new 
and the associated products were beyond our means, and 
thus it is inevitable that some of the field methodologies 
used would not be applied in the second decade of the 21st 
century. This is particularly true for photography, as during 
the study seasons in 1999–2002, a mix of analogue and early 
digital photography was used, and it was not possible to take 
full advantage of the latter.

15 ZÄS 47 (1910), 87.
16 Davies Mss 11.1.120 (Malek, in Strudwick and Taylor (eds), The 
Theban Necropolis, 233).
17 Picture Writing, Pl. I, 1; Pl. VIII, 2, 10; Pl. IX, 4; Pl. X, 14.
18 The Schott photos are kept in Trier (see Winter, GM 83 (1984), 
95–98); an online database of images is at http://www.schott.uni-trier.
de/ (accessed 1 July 2015). Schott photographed a limited number of 
scenes in the Shrine of the tomb (nos 8359–8366).
19 Bruyère, Rapport sur les fouilles de Deir el Médineh (1934–1935), Pt. 
3, fig. 39; cf. p. 107 n.1, using Schott photo 8360.
20 This material is located in the Theban Ramesside Project archives 

in Heidelberg. I am grateful to Karl-Joachim Seyfried for permitting 
me to consult them in 1996–1997.
21 Strudwick, Amenhotep.
22 The unpublished reports submitted to the SCA for each season 
are available on the TT99 web site (http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.
ac.uk/tt99/reports.html, accessed 4 August 2014). Two of these were 
published by the SCA: Strudwick, ASAE 75 (1999–2000), 133–152; 
Strudwick, ASAE 79 (2005), 157–164. A general article on the tomb 
is Strudwick, Memnonia 11 (2000), 241–266.
23 Most items are listed on the web site (http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.
ac.uk/tt99/publish.html, accessed 23 October 2015).
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1.4 Theft and damage
There is no obvious evidence of the cutting out in modern 
times of pieces of the wall paintings for sale. Comparison 
with the Schott photographs in Trier (see p. 3) do not 
indicate any deterioration or damage since they were taken 
in the 1930s.24 Further comments on damage, including 
Amarna erasures, will be found in § 4.3.7; the report on the 
geology of the tomb should also be consulted (§ 3.2).

The subject of theft of the burial contents in the main 
shaft (Shaft I) will be considered in some detail in § 4.5.4.

1.5 Presentation of the material in this volume
Methods of referencing walls, scenes and texts: The decorated 
scenes are numbered using the same basic principles as were 
applied in the publication of TT253 and 254,25 whereby 
each wall and doorway is assigned a number (here 1–18). 
Major registers are numbered from the top of the wall, the 
principal depiction usually numbered first and sub-registers 
given further lower hierarchical designations; thus ‘Scene 
1.1.a’ means ‘Wall 1, upper register, upper sub-register’. 
The two pillars are designated A and B, and their faces are 
referred to using the normal abbreviations of the cardinal 
points. The description of each wall begins with a summary 
of the contents and notes on reconstruction (where possible). 
References to Porter and Moss scene numbers are given in 
each scene header.

This numbering system does encounter problems from 
the damaged nature of the decoration, but is intended as a 
method whereby the reader can quickly find his or her way to 
an area in conjunction with the wall plans, and also with the 
location diagrams which are provided for the walls with more 
decoration. It has been criticised as somewhat mechanical, 
but I firmly believe it permits the reader to relate quickly 
the scenes to their location in the tomb in conjunction with 
wall plans.26 

Each text in a scene is numbered with the wall number 
and a sequential number for the text within that wall (thus 
‘Text 1.1’, or in the case of a pillar ‘Text AS.1’). ‘Left’ and 
‘Right’ are used from the perspective of the viewer. To simplify 
consultation of the texts, relevant sections of the facsimiles 
are reproduced in the running text. Where a significant 
reconstruction has been attempted, or a parallel given, this 
is reproduced in normalised computer hieroglyphs. The 
ceiling texts are presented as a group in normalised computer 
hieroglyphs and numbered sequentially, and their positions 
will be found on the location diagrams of the walls.

A flexible system of presentation of the transliterations 
and translations of the texts has been adopted. Rather than 
a ‘one size fits all’ approach, with a mixture of more or less 
complete and very incomplete texts, sometimes the texts are 
presented with the columns run together, usually with the 
line numbers in superscript, while in other cases each column 
is given its own line in the letterpress. The aim is to present 
each in the most comprehensible manner and the reader’s 
understanding is requested.

Tomb plans and sections: The Mission was fortunate to 
obtain the services of Günter Heindl to create the plans and 
sections of TT99. He has vast experience of making plans of 
Theban Tombs, having produced documentation for both 
the German Archaeological Institute and the Heidelberg 
Ramesside Tomb Project.27 The totality of these plans and 
sections will be found in the present volume, although some 
of the architectural features to which they refer are primarily 
considered in Part II.

Method of documentation of the wall surfaces: Areas of 
good quality stone are relatively rare in the Theban necropolis 
(see § 3.2 for the geological setting of TT99), and in conse-
quence most of the private tombs have painted decoration 
on a prepared surface which smooths out the inevitable 
roughness which comes from cutting into poor limestone. 
The techniques vary widely. This surface preparation has been 
documented in wall plans. 

The concept of the ‘Wall Plan’ (Wandplan) as a way to 
document the walls of tombs which bear not only decoration, 
but where significant areas of this damage were missing, was 
first applied in a tomb publication by Eberhard Dziobek, for 
TT63.28 It permits the documentation of the archaeology of 
a wall (the damage and construction techniques are not easily 
reproducible by other methods) and is also a very convenient 
way of indicating accurately the location of scenes on a wall. 
Such plans can also then be used as a basis for a possible 
reconstruction of the original wall decoration.

Conservators have long used a form of wall plan as a way of 
documenting the condition of decorated surfaces; they seem 
first to have been applied in an Egyptology context in the 
documentation and conservation of the tomb of Nefertari.29 
Such conservation diagrams of TT99 will appear in the second 
volume of this publication.

For these plans, a 1 m grid was set up over each wall, and 
the overall dimensions of the wall were measured and plotted 
on A0 sheets of graph paper at a scale of 1:10. The areas of 
decoration were then added by making periodic marks relative 

24 I would like to thank Sven Vleeming for allowing me to see these 
images in Trier.
25 As in the diagrams Strudwick, Amenhotep, pl. 39–43.
26 cf. Guksch’s review in JEA 85 (1999), 250–255.
27 For example, Dziobek, Ineni, Taf. 47; Assmann, Amenemope, Taf. 1–4.
28 Dziobek and Mahmud Abdel Raziq, Sobekhotep, Taf. 31–41, with 
discussion and description on p. 15. Dziobek further used the technique 

in Gräber des User-Amun, Taf. 71–78, and primarily just to illustrate 
the layout in TT81 (Ineni, Taf. 48–59). It has subsequently been 
used by Guksch in TT87 (Nacht-Min, Plan 7–9). It is important to 
distinguish this technique from that of using plans only to show the 
layout of scenes (such as Assmann, Amenemope, Taf. 6–11).
29 Mora et al., in Corzo (ed.), Wall Paintings of the Tomb of Nefertari, 
112–123.
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to the grid and the outlines joined. Then significant areas of 
damage or indications of the construction of the decorated 
surface were similarly added. A key is provided to identify 
whether the marked areas were plaster, mud, stones or actual 
holes in the wall; faults in the rock were also marked. The 
sheets for each wall were scanned, and the outlines of each 
different area traced in Adobe Illustrator. Small-scale versions 
of the facsimiles of the decoration were imported to complete 
the plan for each wall. 

The wall plans of the pillars are slightly different, in that 
we have not attempted to ascertain fully the original width of 
each finished surface. The pillars were clearly very roughly cut 
and substantially built up with plaster; they have subsequently 
suffered severely from fracturing (p. 43).

A plan of this type was not produced for the ceilings of 
the tomb, for purely practical reasons. Instead, the locations 
of ceiling texts and damaged areas have been superimposed 
on a simplified but scaled plan of the Chapel.

A small number of photographic details are included below 
to illustrate some of the main points, and readers can also 
consult the photographs of the wall paintings to obtain an 
idea of the appearance of the wall and the construction work.

The extent of damage in TT99 means that it has thus far 
been possible only to make limited use of these wall plans for 
reconstructing the decoration. In most cases, only the upper 
parts of the scenes have survived, and there are no older records 
on which reconstructions can be based. The reconstructions 
of the decoration will be considered at appropriate points 
in Chapter 5.

Documentation of the paintings: Every wall in TT99 has 
been documented in facsimile drawings and colour pho-
tographs, and all the facsimiles are presented here, with as 
many photographs as possible. The facsimiles were made at 
the wall at full size, and are presented here at as consistent a 
scale as the book format allows.30 As usual, we have attempted 
to follow the original line thickness as much as possible, 
although there is always a problem with unoutlined areas of 
pure colour; these are drawn with the thinnest pen. Damage 
is outlined with a broken line.

Conservation: The decorated surfaces of the tomb have been 
the subject of condition checking, consolidation and cleaning 
by the project’s conservators, Julie Dawson, Lisa Shekede 
and Helen Howard. Condition diagrams have been made, 
and, for practical reasons, these will appear in Part II, along 
with a report on the process; in the meantime, the reader is 
referred to the interim reports produced at the end of each 
field season and available on the TT99 web site.31

Limited conservation, mostly emergency consolidation, 
was performed on certain objects. Notes on these processes 
will be found in the section on the relevant objects; in the 
present volume, this primarily concerns the papyri and shroud 
fragments in Chapter 7.

General principles of excavation: For far too long, excavators 
have excused Theban tombs from the rigorous principles of 
excavation adopted within and without Egypt on the grounds 
that the tombs are all likely to be robbed and nothing is to be 
gained from taking detailed notes on the excavated contexts. 
Far too many tombs have just been emptied out on such a 
basis, and my hero, Norman de Garis Davies, is as guilty 
of this as anyone. Some of this is without doubt due to the 
practical impossibility of clearing a shaft while also keeping 
notes on sections.

Daniel Polz was the first to express in writing a method 
whereby this could be done in a shaft, using a series of arti-
ficial horizons or levels.32 We have used this system for the 
excavation of shafts, terming it ‘artificial vertical stratigraphy’; 
the reader can think of it as a series of ‘sweeps’ across a 
shaft or chamber. The depth of each artificial level or layer 
varies according to the context, averaging about 50 cm in 
the vertical shafts, less in the longer horizontal sweeps in 
corridors and rooms. Frequent absolute measurements were 
taken to complement the layer information.

The excavation described in this volume took place in the 
courtyard of TT99, and for this, a conventional 2 m square 
grid was applied over the area.33 These simple techniques 
permitted the isolation of a particular find or archaeological 
feature to an acceptable degree of accuracy. The position of 
an item will thus be related to its shaft, room or courtyard 
square and then to the layer therein.

Object reference systems: Objects excavated in the course 
of work were numbered according to the following system. 
‘99’ is prefixed to the year and the find number within that 
year; thus 99.95.0345 comes from the 1995 field season. Due 
to the quantity of material being recovered, numbers were 
often allocation to groups of similar objects, unless a piece 
was exceptional and demanded a number on its own. Thus 
all the miscellaneous faience fragments from a single layer 
of Shaft E are given the number 99.93.0377; all examples of 
shabti type 1 from Shaft A, Room 1, layer 9 are 99.93.1051; 
and pieces of painted cartonnage from Shaft B, layer 4 are 
99.94.0172.

As study of these larger groups of finds has progressed, 
some limited renumbering has taken place, particularly to 
allow significant examples to be extracted from a larger mass 

30 Not every kheker of the friezes is drawn, but rather a sample for each 
wall. The ceilings are not drawn but are published in colour photos.
31 http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/tt99/reports.html, accessed 4 
August 2014.
32 Polz, in Assmann et al., (eds), Problems and Priorities, especially 
128–130.

33 See H. Strudwick, in Jiménez-Serrano and von Pilgrim (eds), From 
the Delta to the Cataract, 262–271, and Fig. 54 on p. 65 below. The 
exception to the 2 m squares was the central baulk giving access to the 
main door, which was left in place as long as possible for access and 
was finally gridded as a series of 2 m wide rectangles.
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of material. Lower-case alphabetic suffixes has been added 
in these cases so that they can be featured with a unique 
number in the publication. This has typically happened 
for stone and coffin fragments: thus 99.98.0519, a group 
of coffin fragments from Shaft I, Room 3, layer 2, now has 
four sub-entries (a–d).

The TT99 web site and object database: Over the course 
of the six excavation seasons, some 6,000 object slips were 
created. Publication has to be selective for obvious reasons, 
and so only those objects and fragments which have been 
deemed significant have been mentioned by object number 
in the text and are included in the Index. However, the 
TT99 web site contains a simple version of the complete 
database which can be accessed online, and it is intended 
that this database will continue to be enhanced once the 
paper publication is complete.34

Illustrations: Most photographs were taken by Anthony 
Middleton, with supplementary material by Nigel Strudwick, 
Pamela Rose and John Taylor. Facsimile drawings are the 
work of Nigel Strudwick; object drawings and computer 
models are by Helen Strudwick. All computer-generated 
artwork and photographic enhancement was carried out by 

Nigel Strudwick. Image credits by image will be found on 
the lists of figures and plates.

1.6 General description of contexts
TT99 can be divided into a number of broad contexts 
which will be briefly introduced here as they will feature 
very frequently in the text. All are described in more detail 
in Chapter 4. 

Facade and superstructure: Theban tombs all have some 
form of facade and some have a superstructure. No actual 
structure has been located above TT99; the solar level of the 
tomb is incorporated into the facade, focused on a niche 
on the central axis of the tomb. The Facade is built up with 
stones and mortar. See further § 4.2 below.

Courtyard: The Courtyard is roughly square. The north and 
south sides of the Facade slope down to the east to reach the 
same level as the Courtyard. The Courtyard seems to have 
had a plaster floor, into which two small depressions were cut 
for trees or plants, and also three shafts. See further § 4.2.4 
below. The contents of the Courtyard will be fully covered in 
Part II.35 It contained a mass of material of all periods, with 

Courtyard

Burial chambers

Superstructure or
Facade with nicheChapel

Schematic diagram (not to scale) of a �eban private tomb such as TT99

Upper level

Middle level

Lower level

 

Fig. 1: Schematic diagram of a Theban tomb such as TT99

34 http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/tt99/tt99_dbf/index.html, 
accessed 15 November 2015.

35 Helen Strudwick has provided a summary in Jiménez-Serrano and 
von Pilgrim (eds), From the Delta to the Cataract, 262–271
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the largest single group being ceramic sherds, particularly 
from the Late Roman/Coptic periods. The mix may suggest 
that the Courtyard was used as a dump at some point, either 
by the numerous Coptic monks who lived in the vicinity,36 
or even by some legal or illicit excavator, as well as by the 
Qurnawi who lived in the tomb since the 18th century ad. 
As a result, with the exception of items from TT99 itself 
(funerary cones, § 4.2.3; false door, p. 90; stela, p. 107), 
a provenance for Pharaonic material in the Courtyard should 
generally be considered as relatively meaningless.

Shafts in the Courtyard: Three shafts were located in the 
Courtyard. All were originally cleared by Robert Mond in 
the course of his early work at Thebes. Shaft G was a small 
incomplete shaft located just in front of the southern side of 
the tomb Facade. See further § 4.5.1 below. Shaft H consisted 
of an 8 m deep shaft with two associated chambers, located 
east of Shaft G, still in the southern half of the Courtyard. 
See further § 4.5.2 below. Shaft I is the main shaft in the 
Courtyard, and the burial place of Senneferi and several 
family members. It is 14.25 m deep; at the bottom of the 
shaft is a Corridor which leads to three further chambers. 
See further § 4.5.3 below.

Offering chapel: The Chapel is a conventional ‘T’-shaped 
Theban tomb of early 18th dynasty design. It has a wide 
Front room, which leads to a long Passage which gives into a 
Rear room, often termed the Shrine due to its cult function. 
There are two pillars cut into the Shrine. See further § 4.3 
below and Chapter 5.

Shafts and chambers inside the tomb chapel: Six shafts, A–F, 
were cut into the floor of the Chapel, all of a broadly similar 
style of a 2–3 m deep shaft leading to one or two chambers. 
The archaeological information from these shafts indicate 
that they were cut in the Third Intermediate Period, and 
thus full information will be presented in Part II.

The above elements can be fitted into the tripartite schema 
of a Theban tomb (superstructure–chapel/courtyard–shafts) 
as originally proposed for the Ramesside Period by Seyfried 
but which works equally well for the earlier New Kingdom 
(Fig. 1).37

36 Behlmer, Hallesche Beiträge zur Orientwissenshaft 36 (2003), 11–27. 37 Seyfried in Assmann et al., Problems and Priorities, 219–222.
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This chapter principally considers what is known about 
Senneferi and his family (§ 2.1–§ 2.2). Evidence for his career 
in particular requires reference to material in addition to that 
from TT99 (§ 2.3–§ 2.5).

2.1 Senneferi

2.1.1 Writing of name
The phonetic elements of the name of the tomb-owner are 
written in two ways :C and :C∆; these will be consistently 
transliterated as sn-nfr and sn-nfri, and translated ‘Sennefer’ 
and ‘Senneferi’ respectively. In non-specific references I write 
‘Senneferi’, primarily as it is the more common writing, and 
to make as clear as possible a distinction between the owners 
of TT99 and TT96.1

The distribution of these basic writings, with some vari-
ability of determinatives, over his monuments is as follows. 
The non-TT99 sources are presented later in this chapter 
(§ 2.3–§ 2.5).
2.1.1.1 sn-nfr :C Sennefer

Other than TT99: 
Statue BM EA 48 (no determinative); 
Statue CG 1013 (4x, no determinative); 
Statue Wien ÄS 5978 (1x, V); 
Papyrus Louvre E 3226 (2x, both written ); 
Theban Tomb C3 (2x W); 
Sinai relief 194 (no determinative); 
Sinai stela 199 (no determinative); 
Sinai stela 71.93 (W); 
Wadi Hammamat inscription 103 (no determinative).
In TT99: 
Stela on Wall 5 (no determinative);

Scenes 16.1 (W), 16.2 (W, 2x);
Ceiling text 3 (W), Ceiling text 9 ( ), Ceiling text 10 ( W);
Funerary cones DM (Davies and Macadam) 93 and 154 
(both W);
Box A, fragment 99.98.0361 (W);
Papyrus: Roll 1 uses both W and U as well as no determina-
tive; Roll 2 has no determinative; Roll 3 uses both V and W;
Shroud: uses both V and W.
2.1.1.2 sn-nfri :C∆ Senneferi

Other than TT99: 
Statue CG 1112 (2x, no determinative); 
Silsila shrine (1x W; 1x no determinative); 
Statue CG 1013 (1x, no determinative). 
In TT99: 
1.2 (4x, space for possible determinatives lost);
2 (not clear if determinative);
False door (6x, no determinative but large seated figure at 
bottom of jambs as a form of the determinative V);
6.1 (space for possible determinative lost);
7.4 (no determinative);
16.2 (no determinative);
Ceiling text 2 (2x, no determinative);
Ceiling text 4 (no determinative);
Ceiling text 5 (V);
Ceiling text 6 (4x, no determinative);
Ceiling text 7 (2x, no determinative);
Ceiling text 8 (no determinative, but with the characters 
transposed C:∆);
Ceiling text 9 (2x, V);
Alabaster vase A (no determinative).
2.1.1.3 Indeterminate writing
Texts: 16.4 in TT99

2

Senneferi, his family and related monuments

Nigel Strudwick

1 Both writings form part of the same entry in Ranke, PN I, 309 (5).



‘Sennefer’ seems to be written with a determinative more 
often than ‘Senneferi’. While both variants are found in the 
wall paintings in the tomb, there is a preference there for the 
Senneferi form, although on Wall 16, we find both forms in 
adjacent columns of the same text. It is possible to see them, 
on the tomb walls at least, as graphic alternatives, in that it is 
possible to fit the two basic signs forming the name across one 
column with either the yodh or the determinative, but not 
both. This solution is, however, not adopted on, for example, 
the papyrus and shroud, which, in addition to exclusively 
using the ‘Sennefer’ form, employ the determinative below 
the phonetic signs. These texts are of course written in ink in 
a more cursive manner, which generally might be expected to 
display more consistent orthography than elaborate painted 
hieroglyphs. 

Antonio Loprieno has commented to me that sn-nfr and 
sn-nfri are in fact writings of the same name. The ri of sn-nfri 
indicates that the final r was changing into a vowel, probably 
e or i, as ultimately attested in Coptic.2 If they are essentially 
the same name, then it would explain the variability of the 
writing, particularly if this phonetic shift was relatively new.

I have compared this considerable variation in writing 
of the name to that of the better-known Sennefer, owner 
of TT96. Of the published material from both the chapel 
and the burial chamber, I have seen only one example of his 
name written as Senneferi, on one of the pillars at the rear 
of the tomb chapel.3 I also recall seeing a carved block with 
the same writing of the name built into the entrance to the 
burial chamber.4 The present excavator of the tomb, Laurent 
Bavay, has confirmed that the above is broadly correct, and 
that there may be some other examples on the pillars, and 
that there is a second such reused block.5 Clearly the writers 
of the texts in TT96 did not exhibit the degree of variability 
of those working a few years before in TT99; it is unclear 
whether this is due to the later date, or the preferences of 
the persons concerned.

2.1.2 Titles and epithets 
See Table 1 on p. 10 to Table 3 on p. 12, and lists begin-
ning p. 35.

As with so many high-ranking Egyptian officials, the 
number of Senneferi’s titles that occur more than once is 
very limited. There is, however, no doubt from the data 

that the title that appears most frequently is that of imy-r 
sDAwty, ‘overseer of seal-bearers’, ‘chancellor’, ‘treasurer’ or the 
like; it appears on all but one monument. In the discussion 
that follows, only the most significant titles and epithets are 
covered. Some titles are discussed both in the present section 
and also under the career of Senneferi (§ 2.1.3).
2.1.2.1 Honorific titles and epithets
The dividing line between the terms ‘titles’ and ‘epithets’ 
as used in Egyptology is a fine one, and as this chapter has 
progressed some epithets have been redesignated as titles.6 
Indeed, it seems probable to me that the Egyptians would 
not have understood the distinction we attempt today. No 
doubt every one of these terms, for want of a better word, 
brought prestige and quite possibly some wealth, since they all 
related to royal service, and one of their principal functions, 
particularly those termed ‘epithets’, is as part of the deceased’s 
‘self-presentation’, where he stresses his importance.7 In the 
case of Senneferi this is concentrated on the statues BM EA 
48 and CG 1013 and in his biographical text (Texts 12.1 and 
12.2). ‘Honorific’ some titles and epithets may have been, 
but it does not mean that they did not have a role to play, the 
nature of which we can only guess. Hence we try and put the 
terms into sub-categories in an attempt to understand them; 
it could be argued that their individual meaning should not 
be investigated too closely.

I am not of course referring to terms with an obvious 
function like Senneferi’s principal title, imy-r sDAwty. Rather I 
refer to such as Hry-tp smrw aH which, although it looks like a 
title, clearly does not belong to an administrative department, 
but is yet another courtly role. A comparable epithet might 
be shrr pat rxyt, given that I consider below the title r shrr 
m tA r Dr.f as probably having a distinct purpose (p. 14). 

After these general remarks, the classic honorific titles 
of Senneferi fall quite consistently into the most common 
grouping of iry pat and HAty-a (found everywhere except at 
Gebel Silsila and in the brief mention in tomb C.3), accom-
panied in several cases by sDAwty bity and smr waty.8 This is a 
more or less standard set of honorific titles for contemporary 
officials of the highest rank, although they appear with varying 
regularity.9 I discuss the use of HAty-a without iry pat as ‘mayor’ 
below on p. 14.

2 Personal communication made on a visit to TT99 in the mid-1990s, 
reiterated in email in July 2013, for which I thank him greatly. See 
further Loprieno, Ancient Egyptian, 38 (3.5.1); also, Allen, The Ancient 
Egyptian language, 40.
3 Urk. IV, 1431.15.
4 cf. PM I2, 201 (31).
5 I should like to thank Laurent Bavay for his continual help with 
matters pertaining to TT96. He has indicated to me that these sandstone 
blocks may have come from an earlier design of the frame to the 
doorway of the chapel.
6 Doxey, Egyptian non-royal epithets in the Middle Kingdom, 1 also 

recognises the difficulty of separating the two; she describes an epithet 
as ‘consisting of words or phrases describing in laudatory fashion the 
qualities or attributes of the person responsible for commissioning 
the text’ (loc. cit.).
7 Guksch, Königsdienst, particularly pp 1–7 and 101–105.
8 Due to the ubiquity of the pair iry pat hAty-a and the difficulty of 
finding a compact translation, in the presentation of texts in this and 
other chapters, I leave these as iry pat hAty-a , but have done my best to 
translate all other titles.
9 See for example the comments on Minnakht (TT87) in Guksch, 
Nacht-Min, 17.
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Table 1: Titles of Senneferi across all of his monuments (see also Table 2)

TT99 BM EA 
48 

CG 
1013 

CG 
1112 

Wien 
ÄS 

5978

Sinai 
(any)

Silsila 
Shrine 

Hamm-
amat 

Louvre 
E 3226 

Tomb 
C3 

imy-r AHwt nt imn X
imy-r ab wHm X
imy-r aHwt nt imn X
imy-r pAwt xnnwt [nbt] X
imy-r pr m pr imn X
imy-r pr n nswt X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n mnw gbtyw X X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n nTrw nbw X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n ?Hr /// X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n sbk n inpw X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n tm X
[imy-r Hmw-nTrw] Hr nb msn X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw /// X
imy-r xA m xt nbt X
imy-r xAswt nwb nt imn X X
imy-r sDAwty X X X X X X X X X
imy-r sDAwtyw X
imy-r sDAwty n nswt X
imy-r Swt nSmt X
imy-r Snwty X
imy-r /// X
iry wdnn ra nb m pr imn-ra X
iry pat X X X X X X
irty nswt m niwwt rsyt anxwy.f m spAt tA-mHw X
iti mnat zA nswt zA-imn X
iti nTr mry X
wpwty nswt X
wr wrw m tA r Dr.f X
wr wrw m tA r Dr.f ir n.f Spssw nswt rmn X
wHm nswt X X X X
r m tA r Dr.f X X
r n nswt anxwy n bity X
r Hry m ntt iwtt X X
r shrr m tA r Dr.f X
HAty-a (as honorific) X X X X X X
HAty-a (as title ‘mayor’) X
HAty-a n xm X
Hry-tp aA m pr nswt X X
Hry-tp n aAt nbt X
Hry-tp nw HAtyw-a X
Hry-tp smrw aH X ?
Hry-tp n tA r Dr.f X
smr aA n mrwt X
smr waty X X X X
shrr pat rxyt X
sSm Hb n nTrw nbw iwnw X
sSm Hb n tm X
sDAwty bity X X X X X
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Table 2: Titles of Senneferi in TT99 alone (see also Table 1)

Front Passage Shrine Biography Ceilings Burial Cones
imy-r ab wHm X X
imy-r aHwt nt imn X X
imy-r pAwt xnnwt [nbt] X
imy-r pr m pr imn 
imy-r pr n nswt X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n mnw gbtyw X?
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n nTrw nbw X X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n ?Hr /// X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n sbk n inpw X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n tm X
[imy-r Hmw-nTrw] Hr nb msn X
imy-r Hmw-nTrw /// X
imy-r xA m xt nbt X
imy-r xAswt nwb nt imn X X X X
imy-r sDAwty X X X X X X X
imy-r sDAwtyw X
imy-r sDAwty n nswt X
imy-r Swt nSmt X
imy-r Snwty X
imy-r /// X X
iry wdnn ra nb m pr imn-ra 
iry pat X X X X X X
irty nswt m niwwt rsyt anxwy.f m spAt tA-mHw
iti mnat zA nswt zA-imn 
iti nTr mry 
wpwty nswt X X
wr wrw m tA r Dr.f X
wr wrw m tA r Dr.f ir n.f Spssw nswt rmn X
wHm nswt X X
r m tA r Dr.f 
r n nswt anxwy n bity X X
r Hry m ntt iwtt X
r shrr m tA r Dr.f X X
HAty-a (as honorific) X X X X X X
HAty-a (as title ‘mayor’) X X X
HAty-a n xm 
Hry-tp aA m pr nswt 
Hry-tp n aAt nbt X
Hry-tp nw HAtyw-a X
Hry-tp smrw aH X
Hry-tp n tA r Dr.f 
smr aA n mrwt X X
smr waty X X X X
shrr pat rxyt 
sSm Hb n nTrw nbw iwnw X
sSm Hb n tm X
sDAwty bity X X X X

Shrine does not encompass titles just in the Biography
Shaded rows indicate titles held by Senneferi that are not in TT99
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Table 3: Epithets of Senneferi as found across his monuments

TT99 
chapel 

BM EA 
48 

CG 
1013 

CG 
1112 

Wien 
ÄS 

5978

Sinai 
(any)

Silsila 
Shrine 

Awt-ib n /// X
imy aH X
imy-ib X
imy-ib pw n nb tAwy X
imy-ib n nTr nfr X
imy-ib Hr nb tAwy X
inq tAwy n nb aH X
ir n.f Spssw nswt rmn X
ir mAawt mkHA isfwt zp.f nb X
irr Hzzwt psDt aAt X
irr xnt X
aA m saH.f X
awy mnx zp sn nb tAwy X
aq r HAt pr Hr pH X
aq Xr nfrwt pr Xr Hzwt X
aq Xr nfrwt pr Xr Hzwt Hr irt sxrw nw tA pn m waawt 
n mA n sDm

X X

aq /// X
wa n Hr imy /// X
wa rs-tp X
wab awy ia Dbaw Hr drp iaH DHwty X
wr m iAt.f X
wr Hzwt m pr nswt X
wr /// X
wD mdw n Snyt X X
wDA Drty X
pH iAw m iAt tn mnx X
mn Hzwt aA mrwt X
mn Tbty m a-Xnwty X X
mr(y) n nswt Hz(y) n bity n aAt n mnxt.f Hry-ib X
mry n nswt m mtt ib.f mrt.tw.f m nwb Hr xzbD X X
mry nb tAwy X
mH-ib n nswt xt tAwy X
mH-ib n nswt /// X
mH-ib n nb tAwy X
mH-ib n Hr m aH.f X
mH-ib n Hr m pr.f X
mH-ib ? X
mty HAty X
n sxm n.f m qdd Hr sxrw nb tAwy X
n sxm.f s/// X
nn ir n.f zp sn m rmT X
nxt X
hr n /// X
hrrw Hr Ddwt.f nbt Htp.tw Hr prw n r.f X X
HH Axt X
Hzy n nTr nfr X
Hzy … X
Hzw n nb tAwy X
Htp.tw Hr prw n r.f X X
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2.1.2.2 Religious titles
Senneferi held a number of priestly titles. Some are damaged 
(imy-r Hmw-nTrw n ?Hr ///, imy-r Hmw-nTrw ///). Otherwise, 
the priestly title that appears most often is the non-specific 
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n nTrw nbw, which is perhaps to be con-
sidered a mark of Senneferi’s status as much as a reference to 
any particular office. There is a small group of offices which 
appear once each and seem to relate to Delta cults: probably 
[imy-r Hmw-nTrw] Hr nb msn, and a small group of titles 
associated with cults in Heliopolis (imy-r Hmw-nTrw n tm, 
sSm Hb n nTrw nbw iwnw, sSm Hb n tm). All of these last may 
possibly relate to Senneferi’s earlier career (see p. 16). The 
two remaining titles which relate to the south of Egypt are 
imy-r Hmw-nTrw n mnw gbtyw 10 (statue BM EA 48 below 
and possibly papyrus roll 2 from Senneferi’s burial (p. 172)) 
and imy-r Hmw-nTrw n sbk n inpw (biography). I discuss the 
use of HAty-a with these titles on p. 14.

He also exercised some functions associated with the 
administrative aspects of the cult of Amun. One is iry wdnn 
ra nb m pr imn-ra and the other imy-r pr m pr imn, the 
one ostensibly looking after the offering cult and the other 
concerned with the estate administration. imy-r AHwt/aHwt n 
imn falls also into this category;11 these two titles might be 
variants of one another.12

2.1.2.3 Administrative offices
As indicated, imy-r sDAwty is more or less ubiquitous13 (only 

Wadi Hammamat inscription 103 does not mention it) and 
was clearly the title of greatest significance to him when his 
monuments were erected. This title, variously translated 
‘overseer of the seal/overseer of seal-bearers’, ‘treasurer’ or 
‘chancellor’, German ‘Schatzmeister’, has its origins in the 
11th dynasty, and it usually designates the official who oversaw 
the personal wealth and resources of the king.14 This person 
was particularly concerned, in the earlier 18th dynasty at 
least, with the organisations of foreign expeditions and with 
some aspects of foreign tribute, all matters which can be seen 
as prominent royal concerns.15 Senneferi carried out at least 
two such missions, to Lebanon and to the Wadi Hammamat.

The signs ø (Gardiner S19) or ¿ (Gardiner S20) in 
this title and in the honorific  can be read two ways. 
Traditionally, they were read sDAwt or sDAwty, but as ¿ is also 
used in xtm, the latter transliteration now tends to be the 
more commonly used. Simply from habit, I persist with the 
less fashionable reading. imy-r sDAwty can be written with 
two separate hieroglyphs representing the seal in the title, 
ø and ¿. ¿ is used overwhelmingly in TT99, but there is an 
example on Wall 16 where the same text uses both (Colour 
pl. 28A). In Senneferi’s burial, ø is found on coffin (Fig. 
145), box (Fig. 245), papyri (Colour pl. 38B) and shroud 
fragments (Colour pl. 40), but ¿ is used on an alabaster jar 
(Colour pl. 45A). Beyond the tomb, the statues in London 
and Cairo employ ø but that in Vienna uses ¿, while the 
Silsila shrine shows ¿ and the Louvre papyrus ø (§ 2.4.1). 

TT99 
chapel 

BM EA 
48 

CG 
1013 

CG 
1112 

Wien 
ÄS 

5978

Sinai 
(any)

Silsila 
Shrine 

sar mdw.sn X
sr wbAy n.f ib X X
sr m HAt rxyt X
shrr pat rxyt X X
sxnt nst m pr bity X X
sxnt.f xnt rxyt n aAt n mnx.f Hry-ib X
sDm sDmt wa X X X
sDr rsw-Hr X
sDsr.f Aw /// X
qn X X
qn n nswt X
tmw in Ddt n.f nbt X X
tkn m nswt X

Monuments with no epithets are excluded from this table

10 The only similar title I have encountered in the cult of Min is that of 
imy-r Hmw-nTr mnw nb ipw, referring to Min of Akhmim (not Koptos 
as in Helck, Materialien, 163). The holder is a Ramesside official also 
named Sennefer (Berlin 21595, Ägyptische Inschriften aus den Königlichen 
Museen zu Berlin II, 398).
11 See comments on this title in Dziobek, Ineni, 131–134.
12 aHwt as a term for cultivated land is probably a variant of the more 
common AHwt, although in TT99 it appears twice as opposed to AHwt’s 
once: van den Boorn, The Duties of the Vizier, 153–157.

13 Papyrus roll 3 gives the title as imy-r sDAwty n nswt (below, p. 174); 
on the shroud it is written once as imy-r sDAwtyw (p. 176).
14 Helck, Verwaltung, 77–88; Schmitz, LÄ V, 539–543; Bryan in 
Dziobek and Abdel Raziq, Sobekhotep, 81.
15 For example, in the New Kingdom: the imy-r sDAwty Nehsy was 
ordered by Hatshepsut to organise her Punt expedition (Urk. IV, 
354.15–17), while the tomb of Sebekhotep contains many scenes 
relating to tribute (TT63, Dziobek and Abdel Raziq, Sobekhotep, for 
example Taf. 33).
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A similar degree of variation in the title sDAwty bity is also 
seen, and together it is clear that the use of these two signs 
is little more than as graphic variants, presumably dictated 
largely by the space available.

Only two other titles are found in both the tomb and on 
other monuments, primarily the three major statues. These 
titles are imy-r xAswt nwb nt imn (several times in TT99, 
including in the burial, and once in the Wadi Hammamat) 
and wHm nswt (twice in the tomb and burial, and once each 
in the Silsila shrine and on statues EA 48 and CG 1013). 
The former title seems probably to have entailed an element 
of quarrying and foreign travel, seemingly also a role of the 
imy-r sDAwty. Another title in his titulary which might have 
related responsibilities is Hry-tp n aAt nbt. 

The accounting of state animals was surely also a concern 
of his office as treasurer, hence the offices imy-r ab wHm and 
imy-r Swt nSmt.16 The latter titles may hint at an explanation 
for the apparently otherwise unknown title imy-r pAwt xnnwt 
(nbt) in the papyrus. This phrase appears occasionally, for 
example in the Great Hymn to the Aten in the tomb of Ay 
at Amarna;17 in TT99, it would appear to be used in a title, 
presumably referring to birds: ‘(all) that which takes off and 
alights’. It does seem strange that it should only appear on 
a papyrus buried with Senneferi (p. 172).

An unclear title is imy-r xA m xt nbt. This could be one 
of these very general titles which are intended to express 
Senneferi’s importance, although I would note that in the 
Old and Middle Kingdoms at least imy-r xA can refer to a 
cattle overseer,18 although the presence of m xt nbt might 
render this less likely.

Senneferi possessed two similar titles concerned with the 
administration of fields, imy-r AHwt nt imn and imy-r aHwt 
nt imn, one concerned with the fields themselves and the 
other with those who worked on them. These only appear 
in TT99, but in several places, including the burial. Again, 
one suspects a link with his role as imy-r sDAwty. See also the 
comments immediately below regarding imy-r Snwty.

In the early 18th dynasty, the title HAty-a, when it does not 
just follow iry pat, had already acquired a sense beyond that of 
age-old honorific title and is in some contexts usually trans-
lated ‘mayor’. Helck suggests that by the time of Senneferi it is 
as likely to refer to a benefice rather than a true administrative 
office, particularly when used in conjunction with titles of 

‘overseer of priests’,19 although this may be contradicted by 
the example of Sebekhotep who held these titles in respect of 
the Fayum.20 Senneferi clearly uses the title HAty-a both ways: 
with the name of a site, HAty-a n xm (BM EA 48), and several 
times followed by imy-r Hmw-nTr, referring to the specific 
priesthoods of Horus (Text 12.1 col. 4), Sobek and Anubis 
(Text 12.2 col. 29) and Atum (Ceiling text 5), as well as ‘all 
gods’ on Wall 1 (Text 1.2) and a damaged reference on Wall 
13 (Text 13.1). In addition, in his biography he refers to 
being charged with being Hry-tp nw HAtyw-a as one of his last 
promotions. The latter will be consider further below in my 
discussion of Senneferi’s career.

An intriguing title is imy-r Snwty, ‘overseer of the double 
granary’. This is normally regarded as a major state office, 
but it appears only in his biography. It is unclear to which 
granaries this title relates. The principal administrator of the 
state granaries would appear to hold the title imy-r Snwty Smaw 
(tA-)mHw, and the reference to what may be an abbreviated 
version of this title in TT99 is seemingly never discussed in 
considerations of this office,21 and no other attestations of 
Senneferi in this post are known, nor does any other official 
apparently hold both imy-r sDAwty and imy-r Snwty. Even 
when Senneferi is mentioned in Louvre Papyrus E 3226 in 
connection with grain deliveries (below, § 2.4.1), his title is 
imy-r sDAwty. The imy-r sDAwty Sebekhotep is shown inspecting 
granaries of the king’s estate,22 but this is probably a part 
of the function of imy-r sDAwty; titles incorporating Snwty 
presumably refer to the grain of the Two Lands in some form. 
For the moment, Senneferi’s links with (state) granaries must 
remain somewhat mysterious, not helped by the rarity of this 
title in his titulary.

The office of wHm nswt probably functioned as something 
of a spokesman for the king.23 The office of wpwty nswt was 
held by high-ranking officials who were, for example, in 
charge of diplomatic and economic missions,24 which types 
of work our tomb-owner certainly seems to have undertaken. 
Senneferi held several other titles which, while they may not 
have had a specific purpose, indicate that he would have 
been charged with putting forward the decisions of the king, 
specifically those beginning with  ‘mouth’ (r n nswt anxwy 
n bity, r Hry m ntt iwtt, r shrr m tA r Dr.f, r m tA r Dr.f, although 
the last title may be a shortened writing of the previous one). 
These titles, if they can be termed that, form a group along 

16 Quirke, in Manuelian (ed.), Studies in Honor of William Kelly Simpson, 
II, 668–669; Loret, RT 38 (1916), 61–68. The four categories of 
creatures encompassed by these titles can appear in various combinations 
with imy-r. Another New Kingdom holder of one is Senemiah (Urk. IV, 
514.10); three are held by Ahmose, the father of Senneferi’s son-in-law 
Amenhotep (Piehl, Inscriptions hiéroglyphiques I, CXLIII (η)). These 
titles are also held by Re (TT201: Redford and Redford, The Tomb of 
Re‘a (TT201), 24).
17 Davies, El Amarna VI, pl. XXVII (col 5); see Wb. III, 288.6.
18 Jones, An index of ancient Egyptian titles, 183.
19 LÄ IV, 1089.

20 Bryan, in Dziobek and Abdel Raziq, Sobekhotep, 82–84.
21 It is not mentioned in, for example, Helck, Verwaltung, 153–155, 
384–389; Dziobek, Denkmäler des Vezirs User-Amun, 133; Guksch, 
Nacht-Min, 18–19.
22 Dziobek and Abdel Raziq, Sobekhotep, 40–41, Taf. 5b; Bryan in 
ibid., 86.
23 Various other holders of this title are found in this area of Sheikh 
Abdel Qurna; see the list and discussion in Redford and Redford, The 
Tomb of Re‘a (TT201), 29–35 and Pardey, in Aksamit et al., Essays 
Lipińska, 377–397.
24 Valloggia, Recherche sur les “messagers”, 241–251.
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with those referencing eyes and ears which indicate clearly 
a close relationship with the king. Other titles that may be 
concerned with personal service to the king relate to the royal 
establishment, thus imy-r pr n nswt and Hry-tp aA n pr nswt; 
presumably Hry-tp tA r Dr.f fits here too.

Another aspect of Senneferi’s relationship with the king 
is specified by two titles only found on statue CG 1112, iti 
nTr and iti mnat zA nswt zA-imn. Roehrig considers the title 
iti mnat a variation on the more normal title iti mna/mnay, 
and not a conflation of iti nTr and mnay nswt.25 Both offices 
show that for a time Senneferi was charged with the care and 
education of prince Siamun, who perhaps died prematurely 
as he is otherwise unknown, and never featured in TT99 in 
its present condition. Senneferi’s main title on this statue is 
imy-r sDAwty, but at least three other holders of that title were 
associated with the bringing-up of royal children.26

2.1.2.4 Distribution of titles across his monuments
Table 1 on p. 10 lists title across all monuments, and Table 
2 on p. 11 examines the distribution within TT99 itself. 
The bulk of titles in Table 1 come from the tomb and two 
statues in London and Cairo, and the context and function of 
each monument is all important: on rock inscriptions and on 
royal and smaller monuments the space and role of Senneferi 
is restricted, most notable probably in Wadi Hammamat 
inscription 103. There not even the usual title imy-r sDAwty 
appears, but that more relevant to a desert mission, imy-r xAst 
(nbt) n nbw imn, along with the basic honorifics.

In the TT99 complex (Table 2), the frequency of titles 
is more even, dictated to some extent by the better preser-
vation of decoration in the Rear room, although the long 
biographical texts on Wall 12 account for many occurrences, 
and include some of the more unusual examples. The ceiling 
texts that have survived or were finished are largely in the Front 
room, but there seems no indication that further particular 
distinction was made in the title component of the texts in 
different parts of the Chapel. The survival of any texts from 
the burial is minimal given the smashed condition of the 
assemblage, and writing only appears to a large extent on 
the papyri and shroud. imy-r sDAwty is found several times as 
is to be expected, but the title imy-r pAwt xnnwt (nbt) makes 
its only appearance on papyrus roll 2 (p. 172).
2.1.2.5 Concluding comments
From the above it will be evident that most of the titles are 
found in one location only, very often with just one example. 
This is a very common and ancient phenomenon in Egypt, 
and is evidently a central plank of the manner in which the 

Egyptian court and administration operated. Some titles 
doubtless encompassed specific functions, were regularly 
held, and were attached to sections of the administration 
in a way which is more or less recognisable today. However, 
there is also a body of uncommon or unique ones, and all 
titles presumably brought with them wealth; in some cases 
this was ‘payment’ for services rendered, but in many cases 
they were granted more as a mark of favour, a sinecure or 
benefice with income attached and (one suspects) without 
clearly specified duties, if any. I speculate that many of these 
latter titles are those which one finds only once in an official’s 
inscriptions.27

It is not unreasonable to begin from the premise that 
an individual’s most significant titles (to him) were those 
inscribed most commonly on his monuments. In the case 
of Senneferi, these include firstly the honorific titles iry pat, 
HAty-a, sDAwty bity and smr waty; some or all of these appear 
on nearly every monument, and where they do not, it is 
perhaps reasonable to assume they originally figured in the 
damaged areas. Only the Louvre papyrus certainly does not 
bear an honorific title; administrative papyri tend towards 
compactness, and the other senior officials in the same text 
are only mentioned by their primary office.28 The above group 
of titles clearly shows that Senneferi’s position in the official 
hierarchy was at the very top, and thus were of paramount 
importance.

His most common non-honorific title is imy-r sDAwty, found 
on all monuments with the exception of the Wadi Hammamat 
inscription. No other title approaches this frequency; the next 
most common is wHm nswt (four monuments), followed by 
imy-r xAswt nwb nt imn (two monuments) and r shrr n tA r 
Dr.f (with variants on three monuments).29 imy-r Hmw-nTrw 
n mnw gbtyw may also appear twice.30 I think we are thus 
right to talk overwhelmingly about Senneferi as ‘overseer of 
seal-bearers’ or ‘chancellor’.

The remaining titles are found only on one monument 
each, the majority in TT99. The situation is more extreme for 
the epithets. Other than the text common to EA 48 and CG 
1013, almost no epithet appears in more than one example; 
the epithets on CG 1112 are not replicated on any other 
monument, rather like the titles, but that is to be attributed 
to the special nature of the role Senneferi fulfils in that statue, 
that of royal nurse, seen nowhere else.

Each monument probably acts as a snapshot of what is 
important to the official about himself in the context for 
which it was made and at that particular time. As an official’s 
tomb is his principal place of memorial and self-presentation 
after death, one would expect it to bear the widest selection 

25 The Eighteenth Dynasty titles, 322–327, especially p. 322, n. 54.
26 Ahmose Pennekhbet, Meryre and Sebekhotep: Helck, Verwaltung, 
82. See also Drenkhahn, LÄ IV, 1106.
27 This general description developed out of the research I undertook 
for The Administration of Egypt in the Old Kingdom.
28 Megally, Recherches sur l’économie, 274–281.

29 This title (or conceivably epithet) is also held only by the highest 
officials of state: see Gnirs, Militär und Gesellschaft, 103.
30 I must make the obligatory caveat that the damaged state of TT99 
means that further examples could well have been lost and distort the 
following comments.
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of titles and epithets. It most probably reflects what was of 
greatest importance to him at the time of its conception, even 
though it is evident from the biography that he moved on to 
other additional roles after coming to Thebes.

2.1.3 Career
The only other holder of imy-r sDAwty about whom we know 
a considerable amount is Sebekhotep, owner of TT63.31 In 
the case of Senneferi, we have his own account of his career. 
Wall 12 bears his biographical text, roughly about two-thirds 
of which consists of enumerations of his titles and epithets. 
The last eleven lines consist of the following self-presentation, 
the translation of which is given here without comments (see 
Text 12.2 on p. 126 for more detail):

(24) He says: I made my first office when I was the mouth which is 
in charge of [that which is and that which is not] /// (25) sleep did 
not [come (upon)] my eyes. I fulfilled my orders for my superiors 
and I opened ? /// (26) the overseers of the storehouses were under 
my supervision, for I was wise, I was knowing, I was excellent /// 
[My second office was] (27) overseer of seal-bearers. I was brought 
to Thebes, the Southern Heliopolis, and I was placed as overseer of 
the two granaries, and (I) received millions of  /// (28) their dues 
as the SAyt taxes of their cities and as the Htr taxes of counting [an-
nually] /// (29) doing mAat. One thanked the god for me. My third 
office was HAty-a and overseer of priests of Sobek and of Anubis [of 
Gebelein?] /// (30) Thebes as chief of the HAty-a and as overseer of 
the fields of Amun. I built /// (31) for him of Nubt who dwells in 
(or, foremost of ) Upper Egypt, and for all the gods of that nome. I 
did everything they favoured for the good of the l.p.h. of [the king 
of Upper and Lower Egypt Menkheper]re [may he live forever/given 
life forever?] /// (32) (I) made holy the time of the god, being a 
possessor of gold and one who has many precious stones /// (33) I 
endowed this mountain with [a tomb] ///

Senneferi describes three stages of his career, each char-
acterised by the use of the word iAwt (the second example is 
completely restored).32 The first stage is the (restored) title r 
Hry m [ntt iwtt],33 a somewhat vague office but already clearly 
showing the strength of Senneferi’s association with the king. 
Due to damage to the text, the beginning of the second stage 
is speculative, and I follow Sethe by reconstructing iAwt(.i) snw 
before imy-r sDAwty simply as it has to be fitted in somewhere; 
if correct, he was not in Thebes at this point, since then he 
went to Thebes (allowing for the damaged state of the text) 
as imy-r Snwty. Evidently he considered this all to be one 
stage of his career, at least as far as the biographical account 
was concerned. The third and final clear stage from this text 
was as HAty-a imy-r Hmw nTrw n sbk n inpw; were the next two 
clear titles (Hry-tp nw HAtyw-a and imy-r AHwt/aHwt nt imn) also 
associated with this phase of his career, or was there another 

phase indicated in the lacuna? Does the mention of Thebes 
again at the top of column 30 before those titles indicate 
that he was reappointed to Thebes to carry out these offices?

Thus, following the biography, we have the following 
reconstruction of his career progression:

1 r Hry m [ntt iwtt]
2 imy-r sDAwty
(2a) To Thebes as imy-r Snwty
3 HAty-a imy-r Hmw nTrw n sbk inpw
(3a) Hry-tp nw HAtyw-a and imy-r aHwt nt imn (unless 

these are a separate phase)
The precise stages of Senneferi’s career are actually far 

from clear, although we must not lose sight of the purpose 
of the tomb texts, which is not to give an accurate curriculum 
vitae but to indicate Senneferi’s importance. Nor must we 
forget that we should not over-interpret the administrative 
significance of some of these titles. It is possible that the 
geographical focus of his work changed against after his 
better-known initial move to Thebes, if the second reference 
to Thebes is indeed significant.

From where did Senneferi originally come? The title imy-r 
st m wAtt-Hr of his father Haydjehuty will be considered 
below p. 18); it most probably refers to a location in the 
north-east Delta. Indications in the titulary of Senneferi 
himself support this: the clearest are titles which associate 
him with the cult of Atum (in Heliopolis), but there are also 
probable references in his biography to Horus of Mesen, 
and the principal place named Mesen is also in the eastern 
Delta,34 while statue EA 48 calls him ‘mayor of Letopolis’ 
and statue Cairo CG 1013 addresses a formula to Horus of 
Letopolis. It thus is clear that he grew up and undertook his 
first offices in the north of Egypt.

Dissecting the different stages of an Egyptian official’s 
career is never easy, since the multiplicity of titles held by an 
individual probably reflects his importance and the financial 
resources at his disposal over the whole of his career as much 
as anything else. While many officials of the earlier part of 
the 18th dynasty describe their careers in their biographical 
texts, none presents them in quite the enumerated stages of 
Senneferi,35 and yet it is not easy to relate this text to the 
titles known from the whole range of his monuments. As has 
been observed, the main titles enumerated in the biographical 
section just quoted rarely appear on these other monuments 
(compare Table 2 with Table 1).

If we follow the biography, Senneferi acquired his most 
distinctive title imy-r sDAwty mid-career; despite the biography 
indicating that he obtained other offices after that, it is the 
only title found consistently on all his monuments (except 

31 Bryan, in Dziobek and Abdel Raziq, Sobekhotep, 81–88.
32 Discussions of his career will also be found in Kees, Priestertum, 
35–37 and Helck, Verwaltung, 348–351.
33 See note to the translation on p. 127.
34 LA V, 946–947.

35 Senneferi seems to use the term iAwt to indicate career stages more 
than his contemporaries; for example it is only occasionally used by 
Rekhmire (e.g. Urk. IV, 1151.13). The 6th dynasty inscription of Weni 
uses it much more to describe the owner’s earlier career (Urk. I, 98–99).
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the Wadi Hammamat inscription). In contrast, the important 
title imy-r Snwty in the biography is found nowhere else in his 
inscriptions; similarly, the titles concerned with the prince on 
statue Cairo CG 1112 appear on that object only. 

The biographical text makes no reference to Senneferi’s 
missions outside of Egypt proper, even though one or two 
of these are mentioned elsewhere in the tomb. Thus in the 
Front room of TT99, he gives the highest prominence to 
two scenes in which he is being sent by Thutmose III to 
Lebanon to retrieve wood for the flagpoles of the temple of 
Amun (Walls 3 and 4, § 5.5.3 and § 5.5.4 below). In addition, 
there is the enigmatic fortress on Wall 5, manned by persons 
clearly of Western Asiatic origin (p. 105). Whether these 
represent one or two discrete voyages is unknown. Other 
foreign travel is attested in Sinai, where he (presumably) 
helped erect the Thutmoside temple and also set up two 
stelae of his own (below § 2.3.6). An inscription indicates 
his presence in the Wadi Hammamat, although whether he 
was on a mining expedition or en route to other destinations 
is unknown (§ 2.4.3).

Precious little information can be gleaned from the titles 
accompanying the foreign scenes just noted. Damage to Walls 
3–5 in TT99 means that the only example of a functional 
title evident in these scenes is one example of imy-r sDAwty, 
on Wall 4 (Text 4.2 on p. 101). The same functional title is 
found on the Sinai monuments; only in the Wadi Hammamat 
does a different title, imy-r xAst (nbt) n nbw imn, appear alone. 
The latter title is attested several times in TT99, in the Front 
and Rear rooms and on the ceilings, and also on his mummy 
shroud (p. 176). It must thus have been important to him 
but it is not in his biography, and as yet I cannot locate this 
office, and these foreign trips, within his career.

Does the biography reflect his true career, or is it rather 
intended to reflect his own importance? My present impres-
sion is that it has elements of both. It indicates his non-Theban 
origin and his principal title, but it also stresses a number 
of other offices of which further evidence is lacking on the 
monuments. Perhaps these latter indicate posts which were 
of great significance to him in terms of income and prestige, 
but which for some reason did not feature elsewhere in the 
tomb. Did he perhaps exercise them for a short time only, or 
was the biography composed and painted in the tomb after 
the other inscriptions? With Egyptian title strings it is almost 
never known how long someone held a title, or whether they 
relinquished it with a promotion, although we can probably 
be reasonably confident that Senneferi held the office of 
imy-r sDAwty for much of his later career. Similarly, the point 
at which an official created his tomb is poorly understood. 

However, this all shows how much more needs to be 
understood about the system, if it can be called that, of 
title-holding in ancient Egypt. It should never be forgotten 
that as much as we study titles, career patterns, and so on, 
the importance of a person within the elite was principally 
due to their relationship with the king. He needed his elite 
as much for their closeness and trustworthiness as for their 
administrative abilities. Hence the abrupt rise and fall (or 
sudden disappearance) of so many major families throughout 
Egyptian history. Rarely in times of political stability did 
one family maintain high office for more than two or three 
generations.

2.1.4 Dating
We are blessed with a variety of data for assigning a date 
to the owner of TT99. His principal period of activity is 
hardly in doubt, as he appears on monuments of Thutmose 
III (p. 34) and that king’s name, and almost certainly his 
image, appear, or appeared, in several places in TT99. The 
Gebel Silsila shrine (p. 32) appears to associate his name 
with that of Hatshepsut (see further below). In addition, 
there is the date of year 32, undoubtedly of Thutmose III, 
in the Louvre papyrus (p. 34).36

However, there is some disagreement as to the detailed 
interpretation of the above material, and the overall range of 
time in which he lived. Most of this has been associated with 
discussions of the precise sequence of holders of imy-r sDAwty in 
this part of the 18th dynasty. Thus the first such consideration, 
by Helck, dated his holding of this post primarily to the reign 
of Hatshepsut and partly that of Thutmose III, and saw him as 
the successor of Nehsy, and the predecessor or contemporary 
of Tay.37 This view was followed by Megally.38 Twenty years 
later, Helck revised his opinion about the significance of 
the Silsila shrine, and preferred to see this monument as left 
unfinished by a third party in the reign of Hatshepsut and then 
taken over by Senneferi in the sole reign of Thutmose III.39 
On this view, Senneferi became the successor of Tay. Helck’s 
revision has now been challenged by Dziobek, considering it 
as rather speculative and based on a very damaged source.40

Evidently the dating of Senneferi is very much linked 
in with the sequence of holders of the title of imy-r sDAwty. 
While I do not wish to enter this question in depth, the 
evidence for Tay preceding Senneferi seems plausible, as 
the former is better attested in the reign of Hatshepsut and 
early in that of Thutmose III than Senneferi,41 and the one 
date so far available for the latter is later than the last date 
of Tay. This does leave as problematic the date of the Silsila 
shrine; in addition, or as an alternative, to the argument of 

36 Dziobek conveniently surveys the major officials of this time in his 
account of Useramun (Denkmäler des Vezirs User-Amun, 132–142).
37 Helck, Verwaltung, 350–351. The tomb of Nehsy has since been 
found at Saqqara (Zivie, in Bergman, Borghouts and Brunon (eds), 
Mélanges Adolphe Gutbub, 245–252).
38 Recherches sur l’économie, 279–281.

39 Helck, GM 43 (1981), 39–41. This has been followed by Roehrig, 
The Eighteenth Dynasty titles, 95–104.
40 Dziobek, Denkmäler des Vezirs User-Amun, 134–135.
41 Notably the graffito in Habachi, JNES 16 (1957), 99–104, and the 
Sinai inscription in Urk. IV, 886.
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Helck, it could be that Senneferi carried out his decoration 
of the shrine over a longer period of time than was perhaps 
thought, although this would mean his holding high office 
in the reign of Hatshepsut which I feel is unlikely.

Study of the decoration of the tomb of Senneferi has 
added no new information to our knowledge of his dating, 
only confirming the presence of the name of Thutmose III. 
However, a jar label excavated from Senneferi’s burial might 
offer more help. A pilgrim flask bore the inscription ‘good 
wine (to be) for Regnal Year 38’ (p. 243). At this period of 
the 18th dynasty, the date of the label can only refer to the 
reign of Thutmose III. This can, however, only serve as an 
earliest possible date for the burial. The lack of any attribution, 
normal with jar inscriptions, means that it is unsure for which 
occupant it was intended, although all the other identifiable 
finds in the burial chamber point to the contents only being 
associated with Senneferi (p. 76). In addition, the date of 
‘bottling’ does not need to relate to the date of the burial. 
Thus in the tomb of Tutankhamun, the only parallel whose 
approximate date of death is known, there were vessels dated 
to his years 4 and 5, and possibly 10 (although this could 
refer to Akhenaten), but there was also one bearing a year 
31, doubtless of Amenhotep III.42 The possibility that the 
latter was reused has been re-examined and rejected by Tallet, 
preferring to see this as an example of a special item for the 
burial.43 Further jar inscriptions from TT99 give dates of 
regnal years 25 (p. 248) and 28 (p. 249), almost certainly 
also of Thutmose III, suggesting a long period between vintage 
and burial.44 The issue of the drinkability of tomb wines, and 
the maximum amount of time which would pass between 
bottling and consumption, is perhaps misleading, as it is 
very likely that their symbolic presence and prestige value in 
the burial was of far more importance than their potability; 
compare the use of model food and other items. The reader 
is also referred more generally to Briant Bohleke’s discussions 
of this issue in Chapter 10.45

This evidence indicates the decease of Senneferi could 
not have taken place before year 38 of Thutmose III. The 
stages of his career as discussed above are not easy to define 
by date, not least because we cannot be sure of how many 

titles he exercised simultaneously, and where; we can only 
be reasonably certain that he was exercising the role of imy-r 
sDAwty in Thebes in year 32 of Thutmose III, and this was a 
very senior office. However, he clearly took on other offices 
later in his career, but there are no indications that he survived 
into the reign of Amenhotep II. Four of the bodies found in 
his burial chamber were of mature adults (p. 77), and it 
seems most likely that he was born either early in the reign 
of Thutmose II or late in that of Thutmose I.46

2.2 Family
The numbers of persons depicted in Theban tombs of the 
18th dynasty is very variable. Due primarily to the damage 
to the wall scenes, little information about Senneferi’s family, 
particularly his children, is forthcoming.47

2.2.1 Parents

Father: Haydjehuty

HAy-DHwty, , 
Certainly named: Text 14.1, Ceiling text 2 (ir n zAb), Ceiling 
text 6 (ir n zAb), BM EA 48 (ir n imy-r st m wAtt-Hr), mummy 
shroud (see below). Suggested: false door panel, stela, Scene 
7, Pillar Text BN.1 (ir n zAb), Ceiling text 5. 

Titles: zAb ‘revered one’ (tomb), imy-r st m wAtt-Hr, ‘overseer 
of the bureau of wAtt-Hr  ’ (BM EA 48); zS ‘scribe’ 
(mummy shroud, see below). 

zAb seems to have been the conventional way in which 
an official referred reverentially to his father in a tomb of 
this date, and probably has no relevance to his real titles 
or social status.48 The title found on statue BM EA 48 is 
perhaps more informative. Goods from wAtt-Hr are shown in 
the tomb of Puyemre (TT39), brought by a Hry kAmw, and 
are probably wine,49 and also in an unpublished scene from 
the tomb of Sennefer (TT96A).50 The location of wAtt-Hr 
is not totally certain; the better-known ‘Ways of Horus’ 

 across North Sinai are one possible identification,51 
but the writings are different and scholars are divided as to 
whether it is a separate toponym, even if it is most probably 

42 Černý, Hieratic Inscriptions from the Tomb of Tut’ankhamun, 1–4.
43 BIFAO 96 (1996), 370–375. Further relevant work by Tallet on jar 
inscriptions includes articles in Eyre (ed.), Proceedings of the Seventh 
International Congress of Egyptologists, 1125–1133; in Grimal and Menu 
(eds), Le commerce en Égypte ancienne, 241–267.
44 In his discussion of the jar labels from the tomb of Maya at Saqqara, 
van Dijk suggested that wine could have been a prime candidate for 
tomb robbery (GM 127 (1992), 27–28). This does perhaps assume 
too much that the wine needed to be drinkable when buried, although 
one does then wonder why the product was stolen.
45 Bohleke has discussed with me the possibility that the different year 
dates in TT99 might relate to the different burials in the 18th dynasty 
underground chambers (see p. 77). While this cannot be excluded, 
the lack of objects attributable to the burial of anyone but Senneferi 
makes this, in my opinion, less likely.

46 This is highly dependent on whether one adopts a shorter or longer 
chronology for the reign of Thutmose II (Hornung, in Hornung, 
Krauss and Warburton (eds), Handbook of Ancient Egyptian Chronology, 
200–201 versus von Beckerath, Chronologie des pharaonischen Ägypten, 
122–123).
47 The family is mentioned in Whale, The family in the eighteenth 
dynasty of Egypt, 91–92 (34). Some further relationships are suggested 
by Whale with owners of nearby tombs (TT84 (Imanedjeh) and TT87 
(Minnakht)), on the basis of names. I do not believe there is any other 
evidence to support this.
48 Whale, The family in the eighteenth dynasty of Egypt, 260–261.
49 Davies, Puyemrê I, 81–82, pl. XXXI. See Abd er-Razik, MDAIK 35 
(1979), 227–247 for kAmw.
50 Texts in Urk. IV, 1421 (9–11).
51 Bietak, LÄ III, 62–64.
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located in the north-east Delta.52 This agrees well with the 
suggestion made above that Senneferi may have come from 
this area, and it would seem not illogical that his parents 
might have accompanied him to Thebes, and that they were 
commemorated and buried in his tomb.

The appearances of the name of Senneferi’s father on the 
mummy shroud are odd (p. 176). The name HAy[-DHwty] 
was probably present, and is visible at the bottom right of 
one of the fragments (visible part written ≈∆∆r). However, 
on another fragment of the same, Senneferi is given the 
parentage ir.n zS zA-DHwty mAa-xrw. The title zS is not found 
in association with his father’s name elsewhere. I speculate 
that the name zA-DHwty might possibly have been written 
in error, perhaps due to the similarity of the names of both 
parents, and in an absent-minded moment, the scribe might 
have written zA for HAy.
Mother: Satdjehuty
zAt-DHwty, 
Certainly named: Text 7.4 (mwt.f ), Ceiling text 2 (ms n nbt 
pr), Ceiling text 5 (ms n nbt pr), papyrus and mummy shroud 
(ms n nbt pr), BM EA 48 (ms n Xkrt nswt). Probable: Text 
14.1 ([mwt.f  ]). Suggested: false door panel, stela.

Satdjehuty’s appearances on Senneferi’s monuments largely 
parallel those of her husband. Like him, the only example of 
a more specific title of hers is found on statue BM EA 48. In 
Ceiling text 6, Haydjehuty alone is named, but one wonders 
whether the omission of Satdjehuty is merely due to the lack 
of space at that point, as the two of them are otherwise named 
together in the tomb, and indeed on BM EA 48. A lintel 
near the entrance to the tomb of Senenmut (TT71) may be 
adduced in support; although it shows the owner receiving 
and not making offerings, each representation of Senenmut is 
accompanied by a depiction of one parent.53 Senenmut, like 
Senneferi, was an official who gave particular prominence in 
his monuments to his parents (and in fact buried them in 
the area).54 The interesting observation has been made that in 
some New Kingdom tombs the deceased’s mother is sometimes 
given greater prominence than the deceased’s wife.55 

2.2.2 Wife

Taiamu
tA-iAmw, 
Taiamu is only named in two surviving scenes in the tomb: 
in the offering scene on Wall 16 (twice), and as the main 

presenter of the New Year’s gifts on Pillar AE. The only 
physical depiction remaining is the top of her head on Wall 
16. In these texts she is called:

snt.f mrt.f st-ib.f nbt pr Text 16.1
snt.f mrt.f nbt pr  Text 16.4
Hmt.f mrt.f nbt pr  Text AE.2
I speculate, however, that she may also have appeared on 

the false door on Wall 2 and the stela on Wall 5 of the Front 
room in addition to other destroyed scenes.

No burial equipment bearing her name was found in 
Senneferi’s burial chambers (Shaft I), but it is speculated that 
one of the four adults buried there could be Taiamu (p. 77).

2.2.3 A brother?
A text in Scene 9.1 mentions a brother, after which there is a 
small undecorated area (it begins sn.f and the rest is partially 
reconstructed, see Text 9.2 on p. 120). A catalogue entry on 
statue Turin 3089 by Leospo speculates whether the owner of 
this statue (Maa) is Senneferi’s brother.56 This seems presently 
impossible to prove, as the name Sennefer/Senneferi is not 
uncommon in Thebes, and without further titles it must 
remain pure speculation, based only on the possibility of a 
reciprocal name in TT99.

Text AE.2 also mentions the general term snw.f, ‘his 
brothers/siblings’, as part of the family presenting New Year 
gifts, but no texts naming them are preserved.

2.2.4 Children
Children are mentioned on the east face of Pillar A, but only 
in general and formulaic terms, and no texts naming them 
are preserved in the Chapel. The priest making offerings to 
the couple on Wall 16 could be a son, but no name is given. 
It is speculated below that a juvenile buried in the Senneferi 
burial chambers might have been a child of his. Otherwise 
there are two references from outside the tomb:
Renena (daughter)

 
Smayt nt [imn] rnnA ir n imy-r sDAwty sn-nfr
Renena is mentioned as a daughter of Senneferi in tomb C.3. 
This is considered immediately below in the discussion of 
his son-in-law Amenhotep.
Neb-s/// (son?)
A text in the shrine at Gebel Silsila attributed to Senneferi57 
might be interpreted as mentioning a son: zA.f mry.f nb-s///.58 

52 The fact that wine was produced there strongly suggests that the 
location is in the north. Davies, Puyemrê I, 81–82 n. 3 favoured the 
identification with the roads, while Sethe was against it (note added 
to end of Erman, ZÄS 43 (1906), 73). More recent studies seem to 
assume that they are the same (Valbelle, in Berger et al., Hommages 
à Jean Leclant IV, 383–384; Altenmüller, in Guksch and Polz (eds), 
Stationen, 159–161).
53 Dorman, The tombs of Senenmut, 37–38, pl. 9.
54 See comments by Dorman, in Strudwick and Taylor, The Theban 

Necropolis, 32–34.
55 Whale, The family in the eighteenth dynasty of Egypt, 261–264.
56 Eggebrecht (ed.), Ägyptens Aufstieg zur Weltmacht, 352 (302); see 
also Fabrietti, Rossi and Lanzone, Regio Museo di Torino, ordinato e 
descritto, 424 (3089). I thank Marsha Hill for drawing my attention 
to this reference.
57 Caminos and James, Gebel es-Silsilah I, 38, pl. 31 (2).
58 Whale, The family in the eighteenth dynasty of Egypt, 92.
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The fact that there are usurpations in this shrine (see dating 
discussion above) might of course mean that this individual 
is not necessarily Senneferi’s son.

2.2.5 Son-in-law: Amenhotep
This individual is not mentioned in the decoration of the 
tomb, but a remarkable statue of him was found in the shafts 
inside the tomb (see immediately below). His title was that 
of idnw n imy-r sDAwty, ‘deputy overseer of seal-bearers’, and 
he is without doubt the official first known from lost tomb 
C.3.59 A prominent woman in the ceiling inscriptions of 
that tomb, and thus almost certainly his spouse, although 
no relationship is explicitly indicated, is Renena, Senneferi’s 
daughter (see above).

Porter and Moss suggested that the location of the missing 
tomb C.3 was somewhere on the north-east slope of Sheikh 
Abdel Qurna.60 However, in 2009, the tomb of Amenhotep 
was located by the mission from the Université Libre de 
Bruxelles just south of TT29, a mere 60 m from the entrance 
to TT99. Initial reports confirm the existence of the texts 
noted by Piehl, plus the remains of some decoration.61 The 
false door from tomb C.3 was discovered in 1974 far from the 
tomb, adjacent to the temple of Khonsu in Karnak, broken 
into eleven pieces.62 It had been presumably taken there for 
reuse, in the same way as that of Useramun, discovered in 
2009.63 The false door makes no mention of genealogical 
information, despite there being an (anonymous) depiction 
of a spouse on the panel.

On the basis of the dating discussed above for Senneferi 
and while awaiting further news from tomb C.3, Amenhotep 
would probably have been active in the later years of the reign 
of Thutmose III and the first part of that of Amenhotep II. 
His tomb was perhaps the first of the group of monuments 
cut into the hillside to the south of TT99.64

2.2.5.1 The statue of Amenhotep, Senneferi’s 
son-in-law

Colour pl. 4, Colour pl. 5, Fig. 2
A remarkable find in the excavation of TT99 was the sand-
stone statue of Amenhotep, the main part of which came to 
light on 22 December 1993. The present restored statue is 
composed of five separate fragments: the body, the bulk of 
the head, two wig fragments, and a small piece of the body 
of the statue. The fragments were taken to the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo in September 2002 for inclusion in the 
‘Hidden Treasures’ exhibit which opened to coincide with 
the cente nary of the museum. The statue was reassembled 

by the museum for this exhibit and has now been added 
to the permanent inventory of the museum as JE 99148.65 

From the identical title, this Amenhotep appears to be 
the same person as the owner of formerly lost tomb C.3, 
who was married to Senneferi’s daughter Renena (p. 19).

Description
Height as reconstructed 0.91 m, depth, 0.57 m, width 
0.25 m. Sandstone with paint.
The details of the fragments of which the statue is composed 
are as follows, in the order in which they came to light:
99.93.0308. Body of statue. Shaft E, layer 10. 
Sandstone. H 85, W 25, Depth 57.

99.93.0542. Fragment. Shaft E, layer 13. Sandstone. 
L 9.1, W 3.5, Th 2.8.
A small fragment of the seat of the statue, with white paint 
still attached.
99.93.0308a. Fragment. Shaft A, layer 08. Sandstone. 
L 15.0, W 10.0, Th 16.5.
Principal part of head.
99.94.0002. Fragment. Shaft A, Room 1, layer 12. 
Sandstone. L 13.0, W 7.5, Th 7.5.
Bottom right of wig and bottom of right ear of statue.
99.94.0003. Fragment. Shaft A, Room 1, layer 13. 
Sandstone. L 14.7, W 11.2, Th 6.0.
Part of right hand side of the face of statue, consisting of part 
of the eye and eyebrow.

The fragments were thus found in Shaft E, Shaft A, and 
Shaft A, Room 1. The body and the fragment of the seat were 
in Shaft E, while the head was broken into three separate 
parts and located in Shaft A; these fragments were found in 
the course of two successive excavation seasons.

The following description relates to the statue as reassem-
bled, and as such is almost complete. The different parts were 
conserved in the field by Julie Dawson; the following is taken 
from the 1993–1994 season report to the SCA:

The statue was generally in sound condition with the surviving 
pigment and varnish adhering strongly to the stone. The surface 
was covered in scattered efflorescences of insoluble salts and a 
thick layer of superficial dirt. The statue was brushed to remove 
loose dirt, then cleaned using very small quantities of filtered 
water (on varnished areas) and alcohol (on unvarnished painted 
areas) applied from cotton wool swabs. Some of the areas of 

59 PM I2, 457.
60 cf. Kampp, Thebanische Nekropole, 618.
61 Bavay and Laboury, in Ceci n’est pas une pyramide…, 67–71. I thank 
Laurent Bavay for sharing information and images with me before the 
discovery was widely publicised.
62 Traunecker, Cahiers de Karnak 6 (1973–1977), 197–208. See also 
Strudwick, in Serrano and von Pilgrim (eds), From the Delta to the 

Cataract, 285–287.
63 Boraik, Memnonia Cahier Supplementaire 2 (2010), 181–191.
64 Bavay, BSFE, 177–178 (2010), 38–43.
65 An image of the statue and a description based on one by the 
present author may be found in Hawass, Hidden Treasures of Ancient 
Egypt, 160–161. A brief mention and a photograph was published in 
Strudwick, Memnonia 11 (2000), 244, pl. LVIA.
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