
The Poetry Of Mary Elizabeth Coleridge

 

Mary Elizabeth Coleridge was born on 23rd September 1861 in London.

She was a teacher at the London Working Women's College from twelve years from 1895 to 1907. She wrote poetry under the pseudonym Anodos and her poetry was described by the Poet Laureate Robert Bridges as , the Poet Laureate, described her poems as 'wonderously beautiful… but mystical rather and enigmatic'.

Mary also published five novels, the best known of those being The King with Two Faces. She loved to travel and did so, although her home was with her family in London. 

Mary was the great-grandniece of Samuel Taylor Coleridge and the great niece of Sara Coleridge, the author of Phantasmion. She died from complications arising from appendicitis while on holiday in Harrogate on August 25th, 1907, leaving an unfinished manuscript for her next novel and hundreds of unpublished poems.
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‘He Came Unto His Own, and His Own Received Him Not’

As Christ the Lord was passing by, 
He came, one night, to a cottage door. 
He came, a poor man, to the poor; 
He had no bed whereon to lie. 
 
He asked in vain for a crust of bread, 
Standing there in the frozen blast. 
The door was locked and bolted fast.
