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OVER 100 ESSENTIAL TIPS TO IMPROVE 
YOUR PAINTING
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Terry Harrison takes the mystery out of watercolour 
painting with this invaluable collection of no-nonsense 

tips. Learn all you need to know about what brushes to buy, 
mixing colours, creating texture, correcting mistakes, as well 
as how to paint skies, trees, water, roofs, winter scenes and 
much more. All the tips are clearly explained with step-by-step 
photographs and examples of Terry's work, making this a handy 
reference guide for all artists.

Previously published as:
Terry’s Top Tips for Watercolour Artists



TERRY HARRISON grew 
up in Norfolk, UK. His early 
art education was basic 
and he never dreamed that 
he would one day become 
an artist. At fi fteen, Terry 
moved to Hampshire and, 
inspired by his brilliant 
art teacher, won a place 
at Farnham Art School at 
the age of sixteen. After 
graduating he became a 
graphic artist but continued 
to paint in his spare time. In 

1984 Terry gave up his job to paint full time and never looked 
back, teaching and demonstrating his watercolour techniques 
throughout the world, developing his own range of brushes and 
paints and writing over 20 best-selling books that have been 
translated into many languages. Sadly, Terry passed away in 
2017 but his legacy lives on. His gift for explaining his methods 
in an easy and accessible way has encouraged countless people 
to take up painting, and his beautiful works of art, inspired 
by the English countryside that he loved, will continue to be 
enjoyed by people all over the world.
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Publishers’ note

All the step-by-step photographs in this book feature the 

author, Terry Harrison, demonstrating how to paint with 

watercolours. No models have been used.

SEARCH PRESS



PAINTING FLOWERS 56

PAINTING MOUNTAINS 62

PAINTING WATER 64

PAINTING BEACHES 72

PAINTING ROCKS 74

PAINTING CLIFFS 75

PAINTING BOATS 76

PAINTING ROOFS 77

PAINTING WALLS 80

PAINTING WINDOWS 84

PAINTING DOORS 86

STILES, GATES AND FENCES 88

WINTER SCENES 90

ADDING LIFE 94

INDEX 96

Contents
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 6

INTRODUCTION 8

WHAT TO BUY 10

COLOUR 22

USING PHOTOGRAPHS 24

MIXING WATERCOLOURS 26

WASHES 28

WET INTO WET 30

WET ON DRY 32

WATERCOLOUR PROBLEMS 34

MASKING 36

LIFTING OUT 40

PAINTING SKIES 42

PAINTING DISTANCE 46

PAINTING FIELDS 48

PAINTING TREES 50

PAINTING GRASSES 54



6 7

See the tip on page 75 to learn 
how to paint cliff s like these.

Terry Harrison grew up in Norfolk. His early art education was basic 
and he never dreamed that he would become an artist. At fi fteen, Terry 

moved to Hampshire and was inspired by a brilliant art teacher. He took 
O- and A-levels in art, then won a place at Farnham Art School at the age 
of sixteen. He became a graphic artist, but continued to paint in his spare 
time. In 1984 Terry gave up his job to paint full time and never looked 
back, teaching and demonstrating his watercolour techniques throughout 
the world, developing his own range of brushes and paints and writing over 
twenty best-selling books that have been translated into many languages. 

Sadly, Terry passed away in 2017 but his legacy lives on. His gift for 
explaining his methods in an easy and accessible way has encouraged 
countless people to take up painting, and his beautiful works of art, inspired 
by the English countryside that he loved, will continue to be enjoyed by 
people all over the world.

About the author
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Introduction
My aim in teaching art has always been to make painting 
more accessible by helping to make the techniques easier. I 
have even created my own range of brushes, specially designed 
to make it easier for the beginner to achieve a variety of eff ects. 

Much of my advice on watercolour techniques is based on 
common sense: for instance, to achieve wet into wet eff ects, 
the paper surface has to be wet, not merely damp or beginning 
to dry! Years of experience of painting and teaching have 
meant that I have accumulated a wealth of handy tips for 
successful painting, and they are all gathered together in this 
book to take the mystery out of watercolour techniques.


