

[image: Cover]





Get Tracy’s Free Starter Library


[image: Tracy's Starter Library]



 

One of the privileges of writing is sharing the fun and joy of stories with my readers.  I send newsletters with details on new releases, special offers, deals and news about my books.

From among the most engaged and long-term subscribers, I offer Street Team membership and the chance to read all my new books before they’re published.

Sign up for my mailing list and get three free books, as a sample library, and join the community of readers who love good stories told well.

See details after you have enjoyed The Lavender Semaphore.
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About The Broadcloth Midnight

Lady Adelaide has had enough…


Lady Adelaide Azalea Margaret de Morville, Mrs. Hugh Becket, cannot sleep. After weeks of brooding about the severe drawbacks of her work for William Melville, spymaster, she travels through London at midnight to find Melville and tell him she will no longer work for him.

Instead, Adele finds herself in the company of Torin Slane, the Irish professor and Fenian, and Daniel Bannister, Baron Leighton, as they monitor the house of a possible German agent.

The company and conversation, and the events they witness in the house they are watching, prove illuminating for Adele and for Melville’s continuing search for a master German spy.

This novelette is the fifth in the Adelaide Becket Edwardian espionage series.
1: The Requisite Courage
2: The Rosewater Debutante
3: The Unaccompanied Widow
4: The Lavender Semaphore
5. The Broadcloth Midnight
…and more to come.

A historical suspense espionage novelette.



 

Praise for the Adelaide Becket series

Tracy takes you again back in time to an era you could only imagine about but brings it in vivid color through her story

A delightful game of cat and mouse

I thoroughly enjoyed this magnificent first in series book!!

The writing style is easy to read and the plot COMPLETELY unpredictable!!

It was a marvelous escape from reality

Breathtaking start to a fantastic new series by Tracy Cooper-Posey.

Succinct and yet rich in the details that create historical immersion and scenes I found easy to imagine being a part.

I loooove good quality writing and I love a new series like a junkie. Just give it a try, you won't be disappointed!
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The Story So Far…

Reader advisory: If you have not yet read the preceding stories in this series, this summary will reveal spoilers.

Lady Adelaide Azalea Margaret de Morville, Mrs. Hugh Becket, lived in the Cape Colony with her commoner husband for eight years. There, she learned to speak and read German. Adele was widowed in a tragic accident and returned to London in early 1906.

William Melville, a former Scotland Yard senior official and now a shadowy figure in the British government, recruits Adele to help him uncover German agents in Britain, who seek to weaken the Empire. Adele also meets Daniel Hargrave Bannister II, Baron Leighton, whom Melville also employs.

While Adele learns how to operate in Melville’s shadowy world, she foils a German conspiracy surrounding King Edward at Balmoral, uncovers an agent among Britain’s peerage and recruits the Fenian and intellectual, Torin Slane, to work for Melville, too.

When Adele’s dearest friend from the Cape Colony, Isa, suggests that Adele’s husband was a British agent working for Melville, Melville prevaricates and instead reproaches Adele for taking initiative and solving the mystery of a child’s death on her own.

The life of a British agent is not an easy one. Adele struggles with the impact upon her social life, her friends and her nascent relationship with Daniel Bannister, and most especially with the legal and social limitations set upon women by society as a whole and the unconscious beliefs held by those she knows best…

Now read on.


 

The Broadcloth Midnight

 

Turk’s Row, Chelsea, London. October 21, 1907.

Turk’s Row was an elegant, but short, street lined with larges houses and private gardens behind tall black wrought iron fences, which provoked dusty memories of Adele’s father’s town house in Grosvenor Square. Even the leaves lingering in the gutters and the edges of the footpath were the same, for it had been the end of the season when she had last departed the Mayfair house.

As Adele crossed the road, heading for the house on the eastern side of the frosty garden, she heard the single low toll of a bell, somewhere toward Pimlico. It was midnight and nothing moved on the street but she. Even the leaves were still.

Adele had seen rather too many midnights, lately. Most of them she had greeted while staring at the moonlit, ghostly white ceiling of her tiny bedroom, her hands clasped over her waist, the soft linen of her bed gown beneath her fingers, while her eyes ached but would not close.

Enough was enough. Tonight, she greeted the witching hour in broadcloth and wool, her mind made up.

Adele turned into the narrow alley behind the houses facing the gardens. Even the rear of the houses were neat and tidy, with boxwood hedges delineating each residence’s narrow band of property edging the lane. She moved down to the servants’ entrance at the back of the second house, and reached into her jacket pocket. She put her key to the lock, then paused to glance to either side of her and then directly behind her. She kept her chin down so the brim of the Homburg shaded her face, for the moon was full, tonight, and there were no clouds.

She glanced up at the windows of the houses opposite this one.
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