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Introduction
ur literature kit is designed to 
give the teacher a number of 
helpful ways of making the 

study of this novel a more enjoyable 
and profitable experience for the 
students. Our guide features a number 
of useful and flexible components, 
from which the teacher can choose. It 
is not expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel 
is that the student can work at his or her own speed, and 
the teacher can assign activities that match the student’s 
abilities.  

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters 
and features reading comprehension and vocabulary 
questions. Themes include gender roles, equality, cultural 
assimilation, persecution, racism, internment, wars and 
even genocide. Sing Down the Moon gives classrooms 
a chance to discuss the importance of understanding the 
world view of others and the importance of not judging 
other cultures.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ Organized?
STUDENT HANDOUTS
Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) 
make up the majority of this resource. For each group 
of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and 
AFTER YOU READ activities. 

•	 �The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students 
for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They 
stimulate background knowledge and experience, and 
guide students to make connections between what they 
know and what they will learn. Important concepts 
and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•	 �The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ 
comprehension and extend their learning. Students 

are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text 
through creative and evaluative short-answer questions 
and journal prompts. 

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are 
included to further develop students’ critical thinking 
and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for 
suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment 
Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ 
responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES
This resource contains three main types of pages, each 
with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the  
top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.

Teacher Guide 
• Information and tools for the teacher

Student Handout 
• Reproducible worksheets and activities

Easy Marking™ Answer Key 
• Answers for student activitiesEZ

EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY
Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with 
this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns— 
just line up the column with its corresponding 
worksheet, as shown, and see how every question 
matches up with its answer!

Teacher Guide
Our resource has been created for ease of use by both 
TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike. 

O
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Every question matches 
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1.	barrancas

2.	Mesa

3.	Flock

4.	Grove

5.	Corral

6.	Greening

7.	Aspen

8.	Pinon

1.

a)  4 D

b)  4 B

c)  4 A

2.

a) mais/corn and 
peaches

b) deer

c) Sheep

d) cottonwoods, 
aspen, pinon, (and 

peaches)

e) deer

1.
 She loved to see the 

change in nature, and she 
wanted to take the sheep 

up to the grazing land. 

2.
Answers will vary. 

3.
 Bright Morning had a 
mother, a father and 

an older sister. Her older 
brother had died from 

being struck by lightning. 
Her friends are two girls 

about her age. White Deer 
and Running Bird, who like 

to tease her about her 
looks and her boyfriend. 

4.
For women, looking after 
the sheep was a way of 

proving your maturity.

5.
Her mother got up and 

took her right back up the 
mountain. Her mother did 

not talk to her all night. Her 
mother did not let her take 
the sheep to graze all the 

rest of the summer. 

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1.	E 

2.	G 

3.	H

4.	B

5.	I 

6.	D

7.	J

8.	A

9.	C

10. F

1.  

a) Bright Morning’s 
mother  

b) Running Bird

c) White Deer

d) Bright Morning’s 
sister  

e) Running Bird

f) Bright Morning

g) Bright Morning’s 
mother

h) Bright Morning

i) Running Bird

j) Bright Morning

Vocabulary

1.	 Teased

2.	Proud 

3.	Protected

4.	Sheep 

5.	Raid 

6.	Hunter

7.	Clan

8.	Obedient

9.	Marry

10. Observant

1.

Bright Morning’s mother 
meets her at the gate and 

gives her lunch and tells 
her the best place for the 

sheep to graze. 

2.
Answers will vary.

3.
He gave himself his name 
after hunting and killing a 
bear. He is a good hunter, 

he is also proud. 

4.
“Last summer they 

threatened to come back 
and burn our village.” 

Running Bird said. “They 
are back.”

5.
The US soldiers were 

commissioned to keep 
the peace in the west 
territories. The Ute, the 

book says have been the 
enemies of the Navaho 

people for years. 

6.
If the young men were 

there, the soldiers may not 
have issued a warning 

because they would be 
obviously keeping the 

peace.  

NAME: 
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Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1.	 In the last Chapter, we learned that Bright Morning had left the sheep on the mesa during 
a storm last spring. How did her family react?

2.	 Think about the way the family reacted? Why were they insisting that she care for the 
sheep, even when she was afraid? What does this tell us about Bright Morning’s life? 

Vocabulary  With a straight line, connect each word on the left with  
 its meaning on the right.

Chapters	Two	to	Three

to clip off the top coat of 
wool on a sheep

a cluster of trees on a 
grassland

to be prideful

to be as tall or long as        
a spear

to look after yourself

to take goods, or goods 
taken by a raider

a type of hard wood tree

a fenced in yard for horses

a deep ravine/gorge 
between high rock walls

grazing, when horses      
eat grass

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

Fend

mesquite

corral

Wooded draw

canyon

Lance high

cropping

sheared

Haughty

Plunder

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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1,2,3
Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited  
to a study of Sing Down the Moon. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may also  

be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or interactive 
whiteboard in teacher-led activities, small group activities, and/or photocopied for use as  student worksheets. To evaluate 

students’ responses to any of the organizers,you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric (on page 4).

1
PLOT SUMMARY
Use the graphic organizer to gather facts and quotes on the plot. 
Students identify the event that starts the conflict or struggle in 
the story. Find the main events that cause the conflict to rise, 
and finally reach the climax. Then, finish off with the conclusion. 
Students are encouraged to use quotes from the text to describe 
the rising and falling action.
Found on Page 53.

2
BOTH SIDES OF THE STORY 
Students will look at the same event in the story from two 
perspectives. For example, when the ‘Long Knives’ tell Old Bear 
that he needs to keep the peace. Students can understand the 
need for the American soldiers to stop the fighting among Native 
nations and between the Americans and the Navaho. Can they 
understand the justification to continue the fighting and the 
raids? This graphic organizer will help students gather facts and 
quotes to try to present two sides to any story situation.
Found on Page 54.

3
FINDING THE THEME
Students will gather information throughout the text in order 
to understand one of the Themes as it is presented in the 
novel. Understanding the plot, character development, mood, 
and author’s message is essential for understanding the theme. 
Students use the quadrants of the circle to gather facts and 
quotes. Students record the quote and page number. At the end 
of the book, students will have organized facts and quotes ready 
to help them write an analysis of a Theme for the novel.
Found on Page 55.


