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Editorial, Imaginatio et Ratio: A Journal of Theology and the Arts, Volume 2, Issue 1: 
“Other Worlds: Sci-Fi/Fantasy 2013” 
  
Kevin C. Neece 

 
I’m grateful to my friend and colleague, Senior Editor Jeff Sellars, for allowing me the 

honor of welcoming you to this, the inaugural Sci-Fi/Fantasy issue of Imaginatio et Ratio. This is 
our first themed issue and we’re looking forward to more in the future. The idea for this project 
arose both from our love of science fiction and fantasy and from the pool of very talented 
potential contributors we were discovering and were already associated with in this genre. In 
these pages are colleagues and friends—old and new—who are particularly skilled at bringing us 
into, as this issue’s title suggests, “Other Worlds.” 
 Of course, while an academic publication is generally thought of as concerning the 
rational—documentation, critical analysis and formality—our journal’s very title implies a 
broadening of that perspective. “Imaginatio et Ratio,” or “Imagination and Reason,” is both our 
moniker and our guiding principle. To us, free and creative thought and expression need not be 
divorced from careful analysis and academic rigor. In fact, we see the two as not only existing 
comfortably side-by-side, but also necessarily and intrinsically informing one another. Our 
pursuit of knowledge and understanding extends to every area of human expression and 
experience, especially with reference to our essential connection to the Author of the universe. It 
is perhaps through our creative and artistic endeavors that we most often, and most uniquely, 
express that we are indeed created in his image. As the human story encompasses both the 
plainly knowable and the mysteriously oblique, so also does God make himself known and 
simultaneously keep himself hidden. In our “reaching for the invisible God,” as Philip Yancey 
puts it, we are seeking a relationship wherein we know and are known by the Greatest Unknown. 
 It is therefore essential that our theology encompass a great wideness of mystery, at home 
with the ineffable, in conversation with the imperceptible, and ever-present, even on the outer 
edges of our reality. Reason and mystery must coexist. This kind of symbiosis between the 
speculative and the scientific, the dreamlike and the definite, is perhaps at the core of the 
narrative and thematic underpinnings of both science fiction and fantasy. These two genres, in 
many ways disparate (technology vs. magic, action/adventure vs. quest narrative, etc.), are 
nonetheless uniquely intertwined, as they both set about the business of building worlds within 
which to tell stories both fantastic and realistic in a quest to explore the human condition, the 
pursuit of virtue and an encounter with the unknown. Whether aliens in outer space, sprites and 
faeries in a dark forest or speculative technology that may as well be magic, the stories in science 
fiction and fantasy deal in often wildly imagined places and people that take us outside the 
familiar, to realms in which we may seek new understanding and an expanded vision of our own 
reality—should we indeed decide to return there. 
  Appropriately, it seems the pages following this one raise more questions than they 
provide answers. As two dragons peer out at us—perhaps hungrily, perhaps angrily—do they 
seek to devour us? Are they sulking against defeat and imprisonment? Or are we looking into a 
mirror? When we find ourselves scuttled away to a place buried in a magical, subterranean 
envelope of space-time, where temptations abound and the means of survival go stubbornly 
against instinct, how will we hold our own against potentially deadly enchantments? 
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