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The Gathering Place: a series of books for people interested in exploring faith 
issues in a non-threatening setting. Each book uses questions, Bible selec-
tions, discussion, and group service as means for this exploration.  

Don•Q•Dox: a resource-creation label of The Orlando Fellowship—
 an incarnational, missional-ministry community. 

Don•Q—The fictional knight Don Quixote (Miguel de Cervantes, 1605), 
whose most famous adventure includes meeting the tavern prostitute 
Aldonza and calling her to become the beautiful Dulcinea.

•Dox—Documents/tools/vehicles for discovery. 

As the name implies, we are on a quest to discover life as it was meant to be and 
invite others to join that quest. We believe that God’s image is planted deeply 
within each of us, but most times we cannot hear the call of the “impossible 
dream” without the company of others who can see in us things we don’t see in 
ourselves.

The Gathering Place Series
A project guided by Daryl L. Smith
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WELCOME TO THE GROUP
The idea of sitting down with a group of people to talk about 
the Bible and life may scare you spitless. But relax. This group 
is a safe place to share your thoughts, concerns, joys, insights 
and doubts.

This book was created to help you take a peek behind what 
you’ve heard about the person of Jesus. Millions of pages have 
been written about who Jesus may or may not be. Our plan 
is to consider the writings of people who actually lived with 
Jesus—who walked on this planet when Jesus walked here, ate 
meals beside him and trekked the dusty roads in his shadow. 
Those people recorded the first four “books” of what we call 
the “New Testament” (part of the Bible). And those witnesses 
know best.

Each session includes open-ended questions, a study of the 
Bible, and ideas for introspection. You are free to share what 
you’re comfortable with—and no more.

A CHANCE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

One highlight of these sessions is the chance to SERVE. Each 
session ends by asking each group member to consider choos-
ing a “mission for the week”—a chance to make a difference in 
someone’s life. In addition, the group will seek out opportuni-
ties to serve together, at least one time, in the community.

TO THE GROUP LEADER:

Welcome to a different kind of Bible discussion resource. This isn’t about learn-
ing facts or memorizing verses. It’s about studying the Bible in community (where 
learning works best). This study is created to connect three stories: your story, 
God’s story and my story. Lives are transformed at that juncture.

Each session concludes with directions to help group attendees move into service—
another unique feature of this study. Every healthy group will include study, group-
member care and mission (serving others who are not group members). 

Please take time to read through the “Leader Notes” at the back, where you’ll find 
important ideas for your role as group leader. You will facilitate and guide during 
the coming weeks. Also, look over the “We Serve Together” ideas in the back of the 
book. Begin introducing the plan to serve together at the very first session.
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