
        
            
                
            
        

    
	






Summary of

	 

	Here I Am

	 

	by Jonathan Safran Foer

	 

	 

	 

	[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/LuNK7Bdxtonx0GjZzFU_kPXIk7pcMjhPCJo2nfkAJENfNuqQAcQIistqQfo6YpG4rK2kz1rXX0v8U0lQWW5kjKWP3xEf1UK3eCEtsUXcBjmccXJkpToFrnIgSVxoKcyxjMQYPGVi]
Instaread

	 


[image: Image]



	




	Please Note

	This is a summary with analysis.

	Copyright © 2016 by Instaread. All rights reserved worldwide. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form without the prior written consent of the publisher.

	Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: The publisher and author make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of these contents and disclaim all warranties such as warranties of fitness for a particular purpose. The author or publisher is not liable for any damages whatsoever. The fact that an individual or organization is referred to in this document as a citation or source of information does not imply that the author or publisher endorses the information that the individual or organization provided. This concise summary is unofficial and is not authorized, approved, licensed, or endorsed by the original book’s author or publisher.


Table of Contents

	 

	Summary

	Main Characters

	Analysis

	Character Analysis

	Relationships

	Themes

	Author’s Style

	

	 


 

	 

	 

	Summary

	

	 

	 

	Here I Am by Jonathan Safran Foer is a novel that describes the last few months of a marriage. Jacob and Julia Bloch, a couple in their early forties, have been drifting apart for years when a betrayal throws their union into acute crisis. As they determine next steps, tragedies unfold in their extended family and in the Middle East, where the aftermath of an earthquake threatens Israel’s existence.

	As the story begins, Jacob and Julia are visiting the school of their 13-year-old son, Sam, who’s in trouble for having written a strange list of racial slurs. The meeting is tense particularly because Sam is just weeks away from an expensive and long-planned bar mitzvah. After the meeting, Sam and Jacob go home to have brunch with his parents, Irv and Deborah, and Sam’s younger brothers, Max and Benjy.

	Julia, who is an architect, takes a separate car to a hardware store to meet with her clients, Mark and Jennifer. Mark, who is alone, greets her with news: he and his wife have decided to divorce. He seems happy about it, but Julia interrogates his decision. Mark senses that Julia is having trouble in her own marriage. He flirtatiously mentions he’ll see her in a few weeks when they’ll both be chaperoning an overnight field trip for Sam’s class.

	At home, Sam retreats to his room to play a computer game, Other Life, instead of eating brunch. He’s in the midst of a difficult life phase in that he’s coping with puberty as well as the disintegration of his parents’ marriage. Jacob has a second mobile phone that he uses to sext with a colleague.
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