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	The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead is a work of speculative fiction that follows a runaway slave, Cora, on a grisly tour through the American South. Conveyed by the underground railroad, which the author has rendered as a literal mode of transportation, Cora travels from Georgia, to South Carolina, to North Carolina, to Tennessee, and finally to Indiana. Dogged every step of the way by a legendary slave catcher, Cora bears witness to multiple atrocities. She tries to hold on to her hope for a better life.

	Cora is a third-generation slave who has lived on a Georgia plantation since she was born. She’s had to fend for herself since she was about 10, when she was abandoned by her mother. Her master is James Randall, who runs half of his family’s plantation. His cruelty pales in comparison to that of his brother Terrance, who’s been beating slaves since he was a small child.

	One day, when the slaves are enjoying a rarely permitted celebration, Caesar, a slave who’s new to the place, asks Cora to run away with him. They barely know each other and Cora declines his suggestion without giving it any thought. Later that night, the Randall brothers appear drunk among the slaves and demand that they dance for their masters’ entertainment. In the chaos, a young boy spills a drop of wine on Terrance’s cuff. Cora tries to shield the child from his blows and she suffers a serious head injury.

	Three weeks later, when she has more or less recovered, Caesar approaches Cora again. This time she’s ready to listen. James has died and left his half of the plantation to Terrance.
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