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	Still Alice is a novel by writer Lisa Genova. It tells the story of Alice Howland, a fifty year-old psychology professor at Harvard and an expert in the field of linguistics, who is diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s disease. 

	Alice is married to John, a cancer cell biologist at Harvard. They have three grown children. Anna is a lawyer, Tom is a third-year medical student at Harvard, and Lydia is an aspiring actress. Both Tom and Anna, who is married to an attorney named Charlie, live in Boston. Lydia lives in Los Angeles and is an aspiring actress.

	In September of 2003, Alice is the guest speaker at a psychology seminar at Stanford. While giving her talk, she suffers a memory lapse. Afterwards, she flies to Los Angeles to visit with Lydia. At lunch at Ivy, a favorite restaurant among celebrities, they argue about Lydia’s career choice. Alice wants Lydia to go to college. Lydia reveals that John is paying for her acting classes, a fact that upsets Alice because she feels like John is helping Lydia pursue an insecure career field. At the end of the meal, Lydia notices when Alice leaves her Blackberry, a device Alice is practically glued to, behind at the table.

	Alice visits Dr. Moyer, who has been her physician for over twenty years to discuss her memory lapses. Dr. Moyer orders tests that come back negative. She tells Alice to wait and see how things go. Alice asks for a referral to a neurologist. 

	The appointment with the neurologist, Dr. Davis, falls on January 19th, which is the anniversary of the deaths of Alice’s mother, and sister. Thirty-two years ago, they were riding in a car driven by Alice’s father. Alice was a freshman at Harvard and was not with them at the time. Mr. Daly was drunk and crashed the car into a tree. He survived the crash, but died just the previous year. Alice dreads having her doctor’s appointment on this date. After numerous tests, Dr. Davis tells Alice the results leave no doubt. She has early onset Alzheimer’s Disease.

	Alice tells John her diagnosis. Shocked, he insists the doctor is wrong. He takes Alice to get tested for the genetic mutations that cause Alzheimer’s. John is convinced the test will be negative. When the test comes back positive, John cries all the way home.

	John and Alice inform their children of Alice’s diagnosis.
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