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PREFACE

A serious effort to research and record the history of Reynolds County has never been attempted even though the need for a comprehensive examination of its past has long existed.

All records of Reynolds County were lost twice in disastrous fires. Also, parent counties Wayne and Shannon lost old records due to courthouse fires. Most of pre-Reynolds County has not been recorded in any form; and those early pioneer day which hold such fascination for all of us has been lost forever.

This book is being dedicated to the seven men who formed the first county government in 1845. And it was hoped that we could find a descendant of each of these men, who would write the history and genealogy of his founding father. We have been only partially successful in this endeavor.

Devoted researchers know of the many difficulties encountered in undertaking a work such as this, and how elusive and time-consuming one simple fact may be. Only the die-hard will survive the adversities of publishing a book. Disappointment and frustration often beset us and we are tempted to toss the unfinished manuscript in the trash. Only the thought of preserving our heritage sustains us and causes us to push relentlessly onward to reach our goal. The author has written this book with the full knowledge that it may have only limited interest to those who do not have Reynolds County “roots”. However few these may be, we are still desirous of preserving the heritage for them.

The name “Reynolds County” is relatively new, but the 817 square miles of Ozark Mountains which lies within its boundaries are very old. One cannot help but wonder as he gazes at this majestic beauty of the many events this land has witnessed since the beginning of time. Yet, for the most part, the hills remain silent, guarding its vast secrets with selfish indifference.

The author has attempted to show how the original five counties in 1812 were divided and sub-divided until, by 1862, 114 counties had emerged. Reynolds County at one time, at least in part, has been a portion of seven counties; Ste. Genevieve, Cape Girardeau, Washington, Wayne, Madison, Ripley, and Shannon.

The writer is acutely aware of how inadequate and incomplete this effort may seem. However, with all its imperfections, if it can inspire someone to do a better book on Reynolds County, then this book will have fulfilled its main purpose.

James E. Bell
May 15, 1986
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REYNOLDS COUNTY

Reynolds County owes its beginning to two fur trappers, Henry Fry and Andrew Henry. Henry Fry, the first white inhabitant of the county, settled here in 1812. Andrew Henry came in 1816. Other pioneers soon followed and slowly the narrow valleys along the numerous small streams became dotted with picturesque log cabins. Reynolds County, named for Thomas Reynolds, Missouri’s 7th governor, was organized Feb. 28, 1845 by the authority of the 13th General Assembly. William C. Love, Landon Copeland, and James Crownover were appointed by Governor Edwards to serve as the first governing body, then known as the Justices of the County Court. He also chose Marvin Munger as sheriff and John Buford as surveyor. These three justices chose Colin C. Campbell as Circuit and County Clerk. Pate Buford, a brother to John, had been elected in 1844 as Shannon County’s State Representative and through his diligence, Reynolds became one of 19 counties organized in 1845. Pate Buford was elected in 1846 as the county’s first representative. The first county court selected 14 of the best qualified men in the various communities to the important position of Justice of the Peace. Aryes Hudspeth of Washington County, John Miller of Madison County, and Moses Carty of St. Francois County were selected in the Legislative Act of 1845 to locate and lay out a permanent county seat. After due consideration, Centerville was chosen. As specified by the General Assembly, Lesterville and the home of Joseph McNail was used as the first meeting place for the Circuit and County Court until a permanent seat of justice was established. James George of Madison County was given the contract to build the courthouse, which he completed in 1849 or 1850. This brick structure survived until 1863, when Tim Reeves of the 15th Missouri Cavalry surprised Capt. Bartlett’s Company “C” of the 3rd Missouri State Militia, took them prisoners, and burned the courthouse with all it’s records. A new courthouse was built by John Johnston and James B. Barnes in 1872 at a cost of $8,000. Reynolds County’s citizens have met and overcome many adversities in the past. They stand ready and eager to face the challenges of the future.

          written by James E. Bell



This stone sits in the court yard at Centerville. The stone was purchased by the county officials and paid for from the county budget. The engraving on the stone was donated by Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Pewitt of the Pewitt Funeral Home to mark their 35th year of serving the people of Reynolds County.
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HOME IN THE OZARKS

Where brother went I trudged along
Across the Ozark trail
O’er brambling briar and wooded hills
Thru summer’s sun and winter’s gale

I stubbed my toes on many a stone
Upon that rugged pathway
But I would give a city block
Could I just go back half way

Back to the log hut on the hill
And the spreading elm beside it
Back to the arms of Mother there
It breaks my heart to describe it.

“I think I hear the cooing dove
In the early spring time fair
I think I see the new mown hay
And smell the perfumed air”

The golden wheat in shimmering fields
Waves softly in the breeze
The rustling corn and meadow lark
Are singing with the trees

Then across sweet clover fields
The dinnerbell rings its gong
Calling the men from plow and hoe
And away from the reapers song.

In the quiet peace of even-tide
We play in the twilight glow
That the stars are diamonds we will wear
When we great ladies grow.

Then fathers foot fall on the walk
Coming in by lantern light
The bleating sheep and lowing kine
Are carefully sheltered for the night

We served no dinners in a dining room
Our dresses were cotton, not silk
But I'd give a cocktail banquet
For a bowl of hoe cake and milk

And see the leaves, turning brown and gold
With heaps of snow to fall
And sit before that pine knot fire
That lighted the room for us all

Happy the circle then unbroken
And life was pleasure, no sorrow
If only days could endless be
We’d never known the morrow

But years now find me far away
Still thinking of home and God
And when he calls, please let me rest
‘Neath the peaceful Ozark sod.

 

 

 

This poem was written by Adella Robinette Smith, who lived in Bellflower, California, but who grew to young womanhood in Reynolds County. She was the daughter of Jordon Robinette and Nancy E. Jamison; the granddaughter of Steven and Martha Miner Robinette and John C. and Andromache Carty Jamison. This poem was written on August 23, 1933, and was taken from the John Carty book, published in 1979 by Jamison, Cauley, Bell and Jaycox.
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Reynolds County was formed on February 25, 1845, from land acquired from Shannon County. Shannon County had gained the area from Washington and Ripley Counties and a small portion of Madison County on January 29, 1841. Ripley County had taken the southern portion of the county from Wayne County on January 5, 1833; and the northern half of the county had been a part of Washington County since 1813. Missouri’s population was rapidly increasing in the 1840’s and new counties were being added often. More Missouri counties were authorized in 1845 than in any other period. Nineteen counties met the requirements imposed by the State Legislature.

Reynolds County, located near the center of the St. Francois Mountains, is today almost entirely covered with forest. Only areas along the various small streams have been converted to agriculture. The main source of revenue for many years was its forest products, but in the last fifteen years, lead has become a very important part of the economy. Less than one-tenth of Reynolds County’s 817 square miles are suitable for farming, yet this small region produces a sizeable number of cattle and hogs.

This county had its greatest population about the turn of the twentieth century; then started a slow decline which was only reversed when the lead companies became large employers. For many years, when the native sons and daughters completed their education they had to go elsewhere to find employment. Not so now; a high percentage may find work in this county.

Black River is the principal stream with its many tributaries of crystal clear water fed from numerous springs. These, along with the intense beauty of its rugged terrain, make this county a popular recreation area.

There are only four small towns in the entire county: Lesterville, to the northeast; Bunker to the northwest; Centerville, the county seat, to the north central; and Ellington to the south. Each town has a school with elementary grades through high school — except Centerville, which has only elementary grades. Back in the 1930’s the county had 64 schools, but presently there are only four, as improved roads and modern transportation made consolidation possible. Thus fewer schools were needed. But the quality of these modern, up-to-date buildings is much improved and the curriculum of education now offered far surpasses what was offered in 1930.

The assessed valuation of the county has increased dramatically in the last twenty years, producing a “rags to riches” condition for the various county offices of government. These riches have not come without a price; as drugs, crime, arson and divorce have all accelerated.

When Reynolds County was formed in 1845, the average family had about eight or nine members, but today that number had decreased to just over three. Therefore, we may have more families now than at any time in the county’s history, but the population is less due to the declining family size.

The country doctor is gone, who once could be found in almost every community. Now the only doctors in the county may only be found in Ellington, where they have the benefit of a Medical Center and a modern 30-bed hospital.

Our forefathers and mothers worked from “daylight til dark” to eke out a meager subsistence as opposed to the 40 hour week we have today. And “mom’s” work-load has been reduced proportionately with her automated house, which takes care of the chores while she relaxes with her favorite soap opera.

The “good ole days” often were not so good. Life expectancy once was less than 40 years. This was due in great part to the babies and young mothers lost in childbirth. The country doctor and his black pill bag may have had some physiological value, but very little help for the truly ill. Yet, with all the adversities and hardships that our ancestors faced and often died in their attempt to conquer, we, the researcher, often feel those days had a certain charm . . . leaving us with the feeling that perhaps we got cheated by being born too late in history.
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To better understand the present, it is helpful to know something of the past. With that as our criteria, we will return to the period in history when Reynolds County was the hunting ground of several Indian Tribes, including the Osage, Delaware, Kickapoo, Shawnee and perhaps others.

Only the Osage Indians seemed to be native to Missouri and the Ozarks region. All the other aborigines were driven from the east of the Mississippi River as the white man made his gradual advance across the eastern portion of North America.

The American Indians by most accounts had been on this continent for more than 10,000 years. Their coarse black hair, dark eyes and reddish-brown skin led most anthropologists to reason they were Asiatics and had somehow migrated by way of the Bering Strait. There is considerable evidence to support the theory that the red man had been on this continent for a long time. The many tribes differed in many respects. Size, language, and cultural traits that would take many years of separation to develop a distinct difference.

The Osage empire covered roughly a portion of four states: Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. It had been reported by the first Europeans that there were about seventeen Osage villages when they first scouted the area. How many people this represented is not known, but the war-like Osage had the numbers to rule this area preeminently against the other tribes that flanked them on every side.

The Osage Indians had given up their claim to most of the Ozark Plateau in their treaty with the federal government in 1808. They always considered this treaty not to include their right to use the Ozarks for their frequent hunting trips. This often caused many problems for the first white settlers.

Due to their marriage customs, the Osage were tall, physically strong, and possessed unquestionable courage. The smaller, weaker males often were denied marriage and the mightiest warriors got the girl plus all her sisters. In this way they had a form of selective breeding, which undoubtedly accounts for most of the tribe being over six feet tall.

The Kickapoos came out of Wisconsin and Illinois into Missouri where they established a village near Ste. Genevieve and perhaps another village near the vicinity where the Missouri and Mississippi join. In 1812 these villages were moved to the southwestern part of Missouri near Springfield. It has been estimated there were about 20,000 Indians in Missouri in 1810 with the Osage being the greater in number.

When the first white settlers came to Reynolds County, Indians’ temporary hunting camps could be found along the many small streams that lazily wind their way toward the southeast.

The Mann family, who came to Missouri in a very early day, according to tradition, encountered Delaware Indians on the Black River in present day Reynolds County. Early maps verify the presence of a village of Delaware Indians in that general area.

The Indians were mostly friendly and often hunted and traded with the white man. On occasion they would resort to thievery and sometimes would attack the small settlements. The ever increasing white population in conjunction with the various treaties that relocated the many tribes that were common to this area, made it rare to see a red man in this locale after 1830.

REFERENCES
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It is always interesting to learn, or, if the facts cannot be found, to speculate on who was the first white man to see the region you are trying to research. We undoubtedly will never know who was the first white man to tread the “hills and hollows” of Reynolds County.

Hernando de Soto landed in Florida in 1539 with over 6,000 soldiers and started his wandering in the southeastern United States, which eventually lead him to the Mississippi River in May, 1541. He crossed the river near present day Memphis into Arkansas and explored a major portion of the Ozark region, which could have included the St. Francois mountain range and Reynolds County.

The French had established a settlement at Kaskaskia in present day Illinois in 1700; and from there they crossed the Mississippi River and scouted some of the area that is now Missouri. It is known that the French, who were interested in mining, had penetrated deeper into Missouri by 1715 when La Motte Cadillac discovered lead in present day Washington County. Phillips Francis Renout, Sr., a leading foundry owner and operator of several iron mines in France, sent his son in 1720 to Missouri to open new lead mines. Exploratory parties were sent out to locate lead deposits from Fort Chartres, which was near Ste. Genevieve, whether any of these parties penetrated into Reynolds County is not known; however, there is at least an even chance they did.

France made a number of attempts to establish settlements which would enhance their authority in Louisiana and discourage the British, who were actively involved in the fur trade in the area claimed by France. From the time the French explorer La Salle formally took possession of the new land for King Louis XIV in 1682 and called it “Louisiana,” until France relinquished its claim to Spain in 1762, only one permanent settlement, Ste. Genevieve, had been established in Missouri.

Spain, after taking control of the territory formally in 1770, attempted to settle the region with emigrants who would be loyal to the Spanish government. They were able to entice but few settlers, and French influence in the territory still prevailed and all the new settlements had definite French characteristics. Mining, fur trading, and salt development started to take on greater importance, which contributed to the establishment and growth of a number of new settlements. St. Louis was founded by Pierre Laclede and Auguste Chouteau in 1764. Other small communities in that locale soon followed: Crondelet in 1767 and St. Charles in 1769. Mine-A-Breton, founded by Francois Azor, also known as “Breton,” became the first settlement in Missouri that was not located near a major river. Some historians say the year was 1767, while others believe the year was 1773. Francois Azor’s only other apparent claim to fame was his long life, which ended in his 111th year.

New Madrid was settled by a group of Americans who had come from the eastern United States in 1789. Col. George Morgan, trader, public official, Revolutionary soldier, Indian agent, and land speculator, organized a group of 70 men to form a colony in Upper Louisiana. Cape Girardeau became a small frontier settlement in 1793 when a Frenchman by the name of Louis Lorimier arrived from the Ohio Valley, where he, like most Canadians, was a trader and had gained some influence with the Shawnee and Delaware Indians.

In 1800 the Spanish secretly ceded the Louisiana Territory back to France. This disturbed the American government since all exports west of the Appalachians were taken by boat down the various streams that flowed into the Mississippi River and on to New Orleans. Here the American government had made an agreement in 1795 with the Spanish to store their goods, duty free, for export.

The Americans immediately started to negotiate with French to gain control of the Mississippi River. Napoleon had not abandoned his hopes to build an empire in the New World, but he also knew that war with Great Britain was eminent. When war came, the Americans could certainly take control of the river by force while France was engaged in Europe. Faced with these problems, Napoleon decided to sell all of Louisiana to the United States.

In this transaction, the United States bought 827,987 square miles of land for about $15,000,000. This vast area lay between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains, stretching from the Canadian border to the Gulf of Mexico. The United States took possession of Louisiana on December 20, 1803. In 1804 Congress divided the huge territory to make it easier to govern. One part became the Territory of Orleans. The other part, beyond the present northern boundary of the State of Louisiana, became the District of Louisiana. In 1805, the name was changed to the Territory of Louisiana.

Although the Spanish had ruled for almost four decades, they had done little to shape life in Upper Louisiana. Only a few remained of the small number who had immigrated there. For the most part, the new settlers were French until about 1790, when Americans started to move into the territory in greater numbers.

The District of Louisiana was further sub-divided into five smaller districts; St. Louis, St. Charles, Ste. Genevieve, Cape Girardeau and New Madrid. St. Louis was chosen as the new capitol and the District of Louisiana government was run by four appointed officials, a governor and three judges.

Seven years later, in 1812, Congress raised Missouri to the rank of a second-class territory. This was the beginning of a democratic government for the inhabitants of Missouri. Ste. Genevieve, Cape Girardeau, New Madrid, St. Louis and St. Charles, which had been known as districts before 1812, now became counties and were eligible to elect members for the Territorial House of Representatives, as well as for a delegate to Congress.

At the election, Edward Hempstead, a native of New London, Connecticut, before coming to Upper Louisiana, was elected first delegate to Congress. He was born June 3, 1780, and was the son of Stephen Hempstead, a soldier in the Revolution. Edward Hempstead received a liberal education and was admitted to the bar and practiced law in Rhode Island before coming to Louisiana in about 1803.

When the War of 1812 ended, reducing the serious Indian depredations, new settlers coming to the Missouri Territory accelerated dramatically. Almost daily caravans from Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and North Carolina were arriving and penetrating deeper into the interior of the territory. As the population grew, the territory legislature created additional counties to govern the newly settled areas. Thus Washington County was created from Ste. Genevieve County in 1813 by the territorial legislature. The northern half of present day Reynolds County would now be a part of Washington, while the southern half would remain the possession of Cape Girardeau County until 1818 when Wayne county was established.

The members of the first Territorial House of Representatives chosen at this first election in 1812 were Richard S. Thomas and Israel McCready from Ste. Genevieve County, and George Fredrick Bollinger and Stephen Byrd from Cape Girardeau County. Andrew Scott from Ste. Genevieve was chosen permanent clerk. Andrew was a brother to John Scott, who was the first congressman from Missouri in 1820. Andrew Scott was appointed Judge of the Superior Court of the Territory of Arkansas in 1818.

An act of Congress provided for the nomination of eighteen persons from the Missouri Territory to be submitted to the President of the United States. He would then select nine for the first Territorial Council. John Scott and Rev. James Maxwell were chosen from Ste. Genevieve County, and Joseph Cavender and William Neely from Cape Girardeau County.
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Washington County became the sixth county in the Missouri Territory primarily because of its many deposits of minerals that lay close to the surface, which could ideally be mined with the crude tools and techniques used in that period of time. Another important contributing factor was the rich agricultural land along Big River and the scenic and productive land in Bellevue Valley. These stories told back east charmed and thrilled the adventurous spirit of many frontier persons, causing them to pull up roots once again, pack their meager belongings into a wagon — most often pulled by slow-moving oxen — and head for “ole Missouri” and what would become Washington County.

In 1813, when Washington County was cut away from Ste. Genevieve County and started to function on its own, some 300 families lived within its boundaries. At the time of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, perhaps 40 families would be a high estimate of its total population. This was a very large county, extending from St. Louis County on the north to Cape Girardeau County on the south; and from Ste. Genevieve County on the east to the Kansas boarder on the west.

Washington County was reported to have a white population of 2,769 in 1820. This would seem to indicate the county was growing quite slowly, as there were about 2,200 inhabitants in 1813. We must remember, however, it had lost much of its territory in the formation of other counties. According to the 1830 census, Washington County was sub-divided into ten townships; Harmony, Meramac, Richwood, Liberty, Union, Breton, Potosi, Concord, Belleview and Black River. It supported 6,784 whites and 1,202 blacks.

Black River Township, which would later include the northern portion of Reynolds County, had 369 people. Of that number, 49 were black slaves and five were free blacks.

When Washington County was formed on August 21, 1813, Lionel Brown, Samuel Perry, John Hawkins, Martin Ruggles and John Andrew were chosen as commissioners to select a permanent seat of justice. Mine-A-Breton was chosen as a temporary meeting place for the justices of the county court. The three justices chosen by the Territorial Governor were; Martin Ruggles, William Sloan and John Stanton. They, in turn, chose John Brickey as clerk. Lionel Brown became the first sheriff. Daniel Dunklin was later selected as sheriff by William Clark, territorial governor of the Missouri Territory. Lionel Brown would again be selected to the position of county sheriff, but his tenure in office would be shortened by the infamous John “T” in a duel which cost Brown his life on September 20, 1819. John Smith used the “T” after his name to help identify him from so many other John Smiths. He, as one writer said, “traveled, ate and slept with his guns, including a rifle he called ‘Hark from the Tombs.’”

On February 26, 1814, the permanent county seat was established across Breton Creek from Mine-A-Breton. Moses Austin gave 40 acres of this site and John Rice Jones gave ten acres. This new county seat was called Potosi and remained separate from Mine-A-Breton until 1826, at which time the two towns were incorporated into one with the name Potosi surviving.

John Rice Jones, Samuel Perry and John Hutchings were representatives from Washington County to the constitutional convention which met in St. Louis on June 12, 1820. They came very close in their efforts to have the new state capitol located at Potosi, but lost out to St. Charles.

So many of Reynolds County’s pioneers came by way of Washington County that we believe it would be of genealogical value to name some of “the heads of household” who came here before 1816. We shall use many sources, however, the major ones will be Spanish land grants, church records, family records, and the few court records that are available. Often it is difficult to determine where a given person is living as the community names have changed, as well as the county boundaries. It is possible we may have included a few names which would be outside the bounds of Washington County pre-1816.

    1. John Alley

    2. Thomas Alley

    3. John P. Alexander

    4. Robert Alexander

    5. John Anderson

    6. Robert Andrews

    7. George Ashbrook

    8. William Ashbrook

    9. William H. Ashley

  10. Moses Austin

  11. Stephen Austin

  12. John Baird

  13. Andrew Baker

  14. Elijah Baker

  15. Elisha Baker

  16. Reubin Baker

  17. Thomas Baker

  18. J.B. Barnes

  19. Elias Bates

  20. John Bear

  21. Thomas Bear

  22. Abraham Beckman

  23. Josiah Bell

  24. John Blair

  25. Thomas Blair

  26. William Blanford

  27. William Boydston

  28. Francois Breton (Azor)

  29. John Bricky

  30. John R. Broker

  31. Lionel Brown

  32. William Buford

  33. Robert Cain

  34. William Campbell

  35. John Clarkson

  36. John Cooper

  37. Nehemiah Cravens

  38. Benjamine Crow

  39. Walter Crow

  40. John Davis

  41. Lot Davis

  42. Luke Davis

  43. Soloman Davis

  44. William Davis

  45. Daniel Dunklin

  46. Abraham Eads

  47. Williams Eads

  48. Henry Eidson

  49. Patrick Estes

  50. David Gallaher

  51. Soloman George

  52. James Gibbons

  53. John Gibbons

  54. Joseph Gibbons

  55. Roberts Gibbons

  56. Samuel Gibbons

  57. Andrew Goforth

  58. Miles Goforth

  59. Zack Goforth

  60. Louis Gringa

  61. John Hawkins

  62. Nicholas Hays

  63. Samuel Henderson

  64. William Henderson

  65. Elizabeth Hewitt

  66. James Hewitt

  67. John Hughes

  68. Uriah Hull

  69. William Humphreys

  70. Seth Hyatt

  71. John James

  72. Edward Johnson

  73. James Johnson

  74. John Johnson

  75. John Paul Jones

  76. John Rice Jones

  77. William Jones

  78. Thomas Jordon

  79. Andrew Joseph

  80. Lewis Lacroix

  81. John Lewis

  82. Carlton Linsay

  83. John Little

  84. Charles Lucas

  85. William McCarty

  86. John McClintock

  87. James McCormick

  88. John McCormick

  89. Ananias McCoy

  90. Mary McCreary

  91. Thomas McLaughlin

  92. William McLaughlin

  93. John T. McNail

  94. Curtis Morris

  95. Jacob Neal

  96. John Neal

  97. Samuel Neal

  98. John Ottery

  99. Henry Padgett

100. Samuel Perry

101. John Pettigrew

102. Daniel Phelps

103. Timothy Phelps

104. Henry Pinkley

105. Joseph Reed

106. Thomas Reed

107. William Reed

108. Abraham Rickman

109. John Rickman

110. James Robinson

111. John Robinson

112. Martin Ruggles

113. Soloman Ruggles

114. Moses Russell

115. Moses Scott

116. Anthony Sharpe

117. John Sinclair

118. Fergus Sloan

119. Robert Sloan

120. Samuel Sloan

121. Thomas Sloan

122. William Sloan

123. Robert M. Stevenson

124. William O. Stevenson

125. John Stewart

126. French Strother

127. William Strother

128. Frances Tibault

129. Samuel Wakely

130. John Walker

131. John T. Webb

132. William Webb

133. Joseph Williams

134. Raul Williams

135. Thomas Wright
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Because Ste. Genevieve, Cape Girardeau and Washington Counties were the parent counties of Reynolds County, we shall briefly mention a few gentlemen who held center stage in the early development of these three counties.

FRANCOIS VALLE, SR.

A very prominent family under the French and Spanish regimes was the Valles of Ste. Genevieve. The emigrant, Francois Valle, came from Reuen, Normany, to Quebec in 1645. His son, Charles, married Genevieve Crebe and one of their sons was Francois Valle, born January 2, 1716, who moved to Kaskaskia, Illinois, where he married Marianne Billeron (1729-1781). She was the daughter of Leonard Billeron, Royal Notary of Kaskaskia, and Marie Claire Catois.

The Valle family was said to be one of the wealthiest families in Ste. Genevieve in the late 1700’s, owning large numbers of slaves and, in addition, hiring many white people and keeping all of them constantly employed.

Francois Valle, Sr. served as first civil and military commandant of Ste. Genevieve, holding this position for eighteen years. He supported the American cause during the Revolution — often feeding, housing and supplying the American troops with clothing and other requirements. Two of his sons, Francois Valle, Jr., and Jean Baptiste Valle, would later serve as commandants of Ste. Genevieve.

Francois and Marianne Billeron Valle had five children: Marie, who married Louis Du Brenil Villars; Charles, who married P’elage Carpentier; Joseph, who was killed by the Osage Indians in 1777; Francois, Jr., who married Marie Carpentier, daughter of Henry and Marie Aubuchen Carpentier; and their youngest child, Jean Baptiste, who married Jeanne Barbeau, daughter of Baptiste Barbeau and Marie Jeanne LeGras of Prairie du Rocher.

JOHN SCOTT

John Scott, born in Virginia in 1785, graduated from Princeton College and then studied law in Vincennes, Indiana, where he was admitted to the bar. He came to Ste. Genevieve in 1805, being the first permanent lawyer in the community. Nathaniel Pope, who was born in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1784, and graduated at Transylvania University, then studied law, came to Ste. Genevieve in 1804. He soon moved across the river to Kaskaskia and on to the state capitol, where he had a brilliant career in government.

John Scott and Rev. James Maxwell were appointed by the President of the United States to the territorial council in 1812. Subsequently, Scott was elected delegate from the Missouri Territory to Congress. He became Missouri’s first representative to Congress when Missouri came into the Union. He served for four years with distinction. After his defeat in Congress, he served southeastern Missouri for many years as a popular and “much sought after” lawyer. Scott County was named in his honor.

John Scott’s first wife died sometime after they came to Ste. Genevieve. Then on September 20, 1824, he married Harriet Jones Brady, widow of Thomas Brady and the daughter of John Rice Jones. This marriage produced three children; Elizabeth Fannie, born June 23, 1825; Emile Josephine, born February 10, 1830; and George, born May 24, 1832. John Scott died in 1865.

His eccentricities, profanity and courage were well known in the area around Ste. Genevieve. He had a nervous, quick and active mind which made him an effective lawyer. When death was near, John Scott was asked to make peace with his Maker. He answered, “I have served the devil all my life and it would not be right to desert him now.”

HENRY DODGE

Henry Dodge, born October 12, 1782, in Vincennes, Indiana, was a son of Israel Dodge, a revolutionary soldier. Israel had married Nancy Ann Hunter, a native of Kentucky. After spending a number of years in Kentucky and Illinois, they moved to Ste. Genevieve and became involved in lead mining, farming, brewing, and distilling. Israel Dodge served as sheriff of Ste. Genevieve District in the early 1800’s.

Henry Dodge married Christina McDonald in 1800. In 1805, he succeeded his father as sheriff of Ste. Genevieve District and held that office until Missouri gained statehood in 1821. He was a marshall of the Territory of Missouri starting in 1813. While in the Missouri Militia, he rose to the rank of major general.

Dodge had been interested in mines since his early days in Ste. Genevieve; and, in 1827, he migrated to the Territory of Michigan when the fame of the mineral fields of the upper Mississippi River became widely known. While in that territory, he commanded a force of mounted volunteers in the Winnebago War in 1827; and distinguished himself in the Black Hawk War in 1832. His military success came to the attention of President Jackson and other military appointments followed.

When the Territory of Michigan was divided in 1836, Dodge was made governor of the Territory of Wisconsin. This included the present states of Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and parts of the Dakotas. He was later elected to Congress from the territory. When Wisconsin was admitted to the Union in 1848, Henry Dodge became one of the first United States Senators. He retired from public life in 1857 and died ten years later on June 19, 1867.

Henry Dodge’s son, Augustine C. Dodge, who was born in Ste. Genevieve in 1812, married Clara Hertick of Ste. Genevieve. They moved to the Wisconsin Territory in 1839, where he served as a delegate to Congress 1841-1847 and as a United States Senator from Iowa from 1848 to 1855. He died in Burlington, Iowa, in 1883.

WILLIAM HENRY ASHLEY

William Henry Ashley was born 1778 in Powhatan County, Virginia, where he received a limited education. In about 1804, he came to Missouri and settled at Mine-A-Breton (Potosi) where he became engaged in mining and the manufacture of gun powder. Saltpeter, a nitrate used to make gun powder, was found in various caves which lay to the southwest of Potosi. Andrew Henry was also involved with Ashley in this mining and manufacturing venture. Ashley served on the Board of Trustees of Potosi Academy and advanced from captain in the early years of the War of 1812 to general in the Missouri Militia in 1822.

Ashley, in partnership with Andrew Henry, formed the Rock Mountain Fur Company. Here he gained fame and considerable fortune. When Missouri came into the Union in 1821, William Ashley was Missouri’s lieutenant governor.

He ran for governor in 1824 and was defeated, then ran for United States Senate in 1829, where he was again defeated. In 1831, success finally came when he was elected to Congress — and was re-elected twice. He retired then to run for state governor once more . . . and again he went down to defeat.

William Henry Ashley married Mary Able on November 17, 1806. She died in 1821. On October 17, 1832, he married Mrs. Elizabeth Moss Wilcox. Ashley died of pneumonia March 26, 1838.

JOHN RICE JONES

John Rice Jones was born in Wales on February 10, 1759, and educated at Oxford. He practiced law in London and then came to America. He settled first in Pennsylvania and, like many Americans, moved in stages toward the west. He served in the closing days of the American Revolution in Kentucky under George Rogers Clark. Jones came to Missouri about the same time as Moses Austin and may have been a member of Austin’s group, as they formed a partnership at Mine-A-Breton where lead mining had become important.

Jones served in Missouri Territory Assembly in 1814 and helped found the Potosi Academy. He served as a trustee of this pioneer institution. He was elected delegate from Washington County in 1820 to the first constitutional convention. When Missouri became a state, Jones ran for the United States Senate, but Barton and Benton proved to be very formidable opponents and Jones ran a distant third. Governor McNair, the first chief executive, appointed Jones to the Missouri Supreme Court, where he served until his death on February 1, 1824.

It is not known whom John Rice Jones married, but we do know he had five sons and two daughters who would constitute one of the most intelligent and successful families in American history. John Rice Jones, Sr. was fluent in six languages and had an amazing knowledge of Greek and Roman history, besides being a brilliant jurist. The oldest son, Rice, was a lawyer in Kaskaskia and served in the lower house of the Indian Territory. He was one of the leaders in establishing the State of Illinois from Indian Territory. The second son, John Rice, Jr., grew up in Potosi with Stephen Austin and followed his friend to Texas, where he played center stage along side Austin in Texas independence. He became the first Postmaster General of the Republic of Texas.

Augustus Fisher Jones and Miers Jones also went to Texas. Miers Jones served two terms in the Missouri Assembly before going to Texas. George Wallace Jones, son number five, fought in the Black Hawk War, then served as a congressional delegate in the Territory of Michigan. He had a similar post in the Territory of Wisconsin and became one of the first two United States Senators from Iowa. Harriet Jones married John Scott and Elizabeth Jones married Andrew Scott, two gentlemen who distinguished themselves in Missouri . . . and Andrew Scott later in Arkansas. So the Jones family became well known in Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin.

MOSES AUSTIN

Moses Austin was born October 4, 1716 and died June 10, 1821. He was a son of Elias and Eunice Austin, a great-grandson of Anthony and a great-great-grandson of Richard Austin, who came to Boston from England in 1638. Anthony, a son of the emigrant Richard, became the first town clerk of Suffield, Connecticut. Moses Austin had been interested and involved in mines from the time he was a young boy in Middletown, Connecticut, and later in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania . . . then finally in southwestern Virginia before coming to Missouri and the Potosi area.

Austin recorded his observation of the mines he saw at Potosi near the surface, “in great plenty and better quality than I have ever seen either from the mines of England or America.” In 1812, he estimated his mining property was worth $150,000. He joined with others in organizing The Bank of St. Louis in 1816 and its failure two years later left him with little resources. He did have his pride left and was not a quitter. He planned to establish three hundred families in Texas. He died before he could carry out his plans and his son, Stephen F. Austin, became renowned for the successful colonization of Texas.

Moses Austin and Marie Brown were married September 29, 1785. Marie Brown was born Jan. 1, 1768 and died January 8, 1824 near Potosi, Missouri. They had five children; Anna Maria, Eliza Fuller, Stephen Fuller, Emily Margaret and James Elijah Brown Austin. Anna and Eliza died very young.

Dr. LEWIS F. LINN

Dr. Lewis F. Linn, a half brother to Henry Dodge, was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on November 5, 1795, to Asael and Nancy Hunter Dodge Linn. He was a grandson of Col. William Linn who served with George Rogers Clark. Lewis Linn came to Ste. Genevieve in 1815 and married Elizabeth Relf in 1818. This marriage produced two children.

He represented the 3rd District in the Missouri Senate in 1830. He was appointed to fill the unexpired term of United States Senator Alexander Buckner, who had died of cholera in 1833. Dr. Linn held this Senate seat until his death on October 3, 1843. He was well known for his knowledge of cholera.

JOHN SMITH T.

John Smith T. was born in 1770 to Francis and Lucy Wilkinson Smith, who lived in Essex County, Virginia. John Smith T.’s grandfather, Col. Francis Smith, served in the Virginia House of Burgesses, representing Essex County. His family was both influential and wealthy and John Smith T. had the benefit of a full education at William and Mary College at Williamsburg, Virginia.

John Smith T. married Nancy Walker, a daughter of Rev. Sanders and Sarah Lamarr Walker of Oglethorpe County, Georgia.

They moved to Tennessee soon after their marriage and he started to engage in land speculation that continued in Missouri a few years later, which brought him wealth and much controversy. He was in direct competition with Moses Austin in lead mining in the Potosi area, which may have contributed to his running feud with Frederick Bates, secretary of the territory. Bates had replaced Dr. Joseph Browne, resulting in two challenges from Smith T. to a duel which Bates wisely chose to disregard, as Smith T. was a deadly marksman.

General Wilkinson and Aaron Burr, two notorious planners who engaged in questionable activities, involved John Smith T. and other men of influence in Missouri. It was generally believed they planned to invade Mexico and then detach part of the American Southwest from the United States for their own empire. John Smith T. probably did not know of their intentions, but regardless of his innocence, his reputation was damaged, which led to his dismissal from the militia, the judgeship of Ste. Genevieve Court of Quarter and Sessions and Commissioner of Rates by Acting Governor Frederick Bates.

Some researchers have written in defense of Smith T. . . . we quote: “It has been said John Smith T. killed as many as thirteen or fifteen men in duels.” Miss Valle Higginbotham of Potosi has researched and compiled a vertical file on John Smith T. which is, perhaps, the first real effort to present a true history of this flamboyant personality who contributed much to early Ste. Genevieve and Washington Counties. She feels most of these duels can not be substantiated and only three duels can be proved. The duel that received the most publicity was the duel that killed Lionel Browne, Washington County’s representative, on September 20, 1819. Lionel Browne was the son of Dr. Joseph Browne.

John and Nancy Walker Smith T. had only one child, Ann, who was married to David S. Deadrick in Tennessee. After his death in 1823, she married James M. White.

Nancy Walker Smith T. was not enumerated on the 1830 census with her husband in Union Township, Washington County. John Smith T. died in 1836. A headstone has never been found for either of them, although their wealth was quite evident.

DANIEL DUNKLIN

Daniel Dunklin, fifth governor of Missouri, was born in Greenville, South Carolina, on January 14, 1790. The family moved to Mercer County, Kentucky, in about 1806 and then on to Missouri and Potosi in 1810.

He rose through Missouri politics from sheriff of Washington County in 1815, to representative in 1822, lieutenant governor in 1828, and then governor in 1832.

In 1836, before his term as governor had expired, he was appointed surveyor general by President Jackson. When Dunklin County was organized on February 14, 1845, it was named in his honor. Like most politicians, then as well as now, he was a lawyer.

Daniel Dunklin married Pamelia Willis Haley on May 2, 1815, and they became the parents of six children. Daniel Dunklin died August 25, 1844, and was buried in Jefferson County, Missouri.

NATHANIEL COOK

The Cook family came to America from England and settled in Virginia in the early part of the eighteenth century. John Dillard Cook, the son or grandson of the emigrant, moved to Scott County, Kentucky, where he raised his family, which would include three sons who would gain some prominence.

The eldest son, Col. Nathaniel Cook, came to Missouri in 1797. In 1802, he married Honore Madden, daughter of Thomas Madden, Spanish Deputy Surveyor for the Ste. Genevieve District. Madison County was formed in 1818 and Cook lived near Murphy Settlement (Farmington) in the community that was named for him, “Cook,” not far from St. Michael (Fredricktown).

Nathaniel Cook was elected a member from Madison County to the constitution convention in 1820. He ran for lieutenant governor against William Ashley and was defeated by a small plurality. He also ran against Thomas H. Benton for United States Senate, but could not match so formidable an opponent.

John B. Cook, a brother, was one of the first judges of the Missouri Supreme Court. Daniel P. Cook was the first representative to Congress from the state of Illinois. Cook County, in which the city of Chicago is located, was named for Daniel P. Cook, the third brother.

LOUIS LORIMIER

Louis Lorimier is recognized as the founder of Cape Girardeau even though Sieur Jean B. Girardot established a trading post there much earlier (1730’s) than Lorimier.

Our subject was born in Canada in about 1748, being one of ten children of Claude-Nicolas Lorimier. While still in Canada, Louis married Charlotte Pemanpich Bougainville, a half-blood Indian. His will would indicate he had been married earlier and had one son, Guillaume. This will also implies that Pemanpich was his common-law wife. They were the parents of six children.

Lorimier became well known during the American Revolution as being an opponent of the American cause. He recruited and furnished arms to the Shawnee and Delaware Indians and often led raids on American settlements.

After the war he was forced to abandon the Ohio Valley and take refuge in the Spanish held land west of the Mississippi River. He first came to the Ste. Genevieve area in about 1787, then moved to Cape Girardeau in 1793 where he established a post for himself and his Indian followers. He became a Spanish subject and was given 3,200 arpents of land, which was later increased to 30,000 arpents.

Louis Lorimier died June 26, 1812, and left the following will. We quote:

“Natural son, Guillaume, age 27 years, 2 months. Granson, William, illegitimate son of my daughter, Marie Louise. Shawnee woman named Pemanich whom I regard as my wife and mother of my six children: Louis, age 23 years; Augustus Bougaenville, age 18 years and eight months; Marie Louis, 21 1/2 years; Agatha, age 16 years and four months; Verneuel Raphael, age 14 years and seven months; and Victor, age 10 years and eight months.”

Guillaume married Hetty Thorn; Louis, Jr., first married Polly Berthieaume, then Margaret Penney; Agatha married Daniel Stewbeck; and Mary (Marie?) married John Logan.

GEORGE FREDERICK BOLLINGER

George Bollinger played an important part in Cape Girardeau County for almost two decades. He was their territorial representative in 1812, 1814, and 1816. He became a member of the legislative council in 1818 and would become Cape Girardeau and New Madrid’s first state senator in 1820. George Bollinger would again represent his county in the state legislature in 1826, 1834, and 1838. He was state senator from the 4th Senatorial district in 1828 and 1830.

The emigrant Heinrich Bollinger (1710-1770) came to America in 1738 where he settled in Pennsylvania at first, then moved his family to North Carolina. He and his wife, Magdalene, were the parents of ten children. Their son, Henry, married Elizabeth Cline in 1764 and they became the parents of our subject.

George Frederick Bollinger (1770-1842) married Elizabeth Hunziker in 1798. This marriage produced only one child, Sarah, who married Joseph Frizel on January 25, 1819. Her second marriage was to Ralph Daughtery on October 13, 1825.

The town of Fredericktown was named for George Frederick Bollinger and the land was donated by Nathaniel Cook.
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