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Introduction

Becoming a WE Couple goes against the rip currents of the ME World and mindset of today. When a couple gets swept up in the world’s paradigm of pleasure, plenty, and power, they run the risk of merging with the white rapids of unrealistic expectations and disappointments at epic proportions, eventually crashing and burning in despair and distress. Even Solomon, the wisest and richest man in the world, said that these pursuits are “meaningless.”

“I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took delight in all my labor, and this was the reward for all my toil. Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.”

Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 (NIV)

Younger readers might see these words as debatable, but readers with more life experience under their belts will recognize these claims are true. If you haven’t experienced the deception of the promises of the ME World yet, you can either choose to go down that road or you can go against the tides and become a Kingdom Power Couple, a WE Couple in a ME World.

In 1979, Carlyn and I said our “I dos” before God and our family and friends. That was an awesome day, a start of a new chapter in my life. At 22 years of age, I crossed the line over from single to married, from individual to couple, from ME to WE! I was excited for the wedding day and to start this adventure with my new bride, but I was definitely not prepared for married life. For some odd reason, our pastor didn’t feel we needed any premarital counseling (what was he thinking!), so we ignorantly assumed and expected things that started us off on the wrong foot! This led to many conflicts which we had no clue on how to resolve, and it also led to many sleepless nights and hurt feelings. Very quickly, my “Yes, I do” turned into “No, I didn’t”! But God… aren’t those two beautiful words? But God took our hands, and through a young married couple’s bible study and an older couple taking us under their wings, we learned valuable lessons which started rocking our married world in a healthy way!

Fast forward to 2017. After attending a Purpose-Driven Church conference at Saddleback Church, I was inspired to write this book. I thought, if an individual or a church can become healthy and effective for God’s Kingdom by maintaining the five purposes; worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and mission, surely a marriage can become healthy and effective if the couple implemented the five purposes into their marriage. After all, a marriage is a snapshot of the Church of Jesus Christ! So, I started praying and meditating on the five purposes and its biblical and practical application for building healthy marriages.

It is my prayer that couples who read and work through this 40 Day book and life-changing study, will really live happily even after! Together, they will elevate their marriage to another level of intimacy; they will enjoy amazing love and meaning in their marriage; and they will leave an unforgettable legacy for their kids and grandkids to revel in.

Wherever you are in your marital journey, today is a new day. You can start fresh. God loves giving us do-overs. He wants us to succeed and is rooting for us! He is with us and provides the strength we need. You can do this! It’ll do your WE-lationship good!

Before we get started on this purposeful marital journey, I wanted to share one important point. Do you remember how The Purpose Driven Life book started? Rick Warren started chapter one with, “It’s Not About Me.” This truth definitely applies to a WE Marriage, but I have intentionally started this book with, “It’s All About WE”, which translates to…

He + She = US

US + Him = WE!

Let’s explore how a faith in the Creator of marriage empowers us to live happily even after as a couple! Thank you for taking this 40 day journey with me to develop your WE Marriage. WE are “Stronger Together” and will “Make Marriages Great Again”!

Becoming Kingdom Power Couples together,

Glen D. Kato, LPC, CPLC

JazzedUpMarriages.com

 

Suggestions on getting the most out of this book:

1.Read The WE Couple in a ME World as a couple or in a small group of couples.

2.As you read, highlight concepts, truths, or practical steps you want to remember or revisit later.

3.At the end of each section, write down the main highlights of each chapter in the spaces provided or in a journal if using the eBook version, and develop at least one Couple Goal per section to implement as a WE Couple.

4.Work through as many of the chapter exercises to develop your WE marriage.

5.Discussion Questions are provided after each section to talk about as a couple or a small group.

6.Putting variations of the Couple Goals into action year after year will develop you into a Power Couple for the Kingdom of God!

Thank you and God bless you as you take this journey towards becoming a

WE Couple in a ME World!


SECTION 1

It’s All About WE

WE-member

With that ring,

I gave you my heart.

I promised from that day

forward, that you would never

walk alone; my heart would

be your shelter, and my

arms would be your home.

HappyWivesClub.com


Day 1

It’s All About WE

It’s all about WE.

Almost 40 years ago, Carlyn and I gave up our single status and changed it to married. I really didn’t understand what that meant until the honeymoon was over. We were 22 & 21 years young and naive about everything! All we knew was we were destined to be together and were excited for our future.

Carlyn made it a point to share her faith in Jesus from our first date. She made it known right off the bat that unless we shared the same faith in Christ, we would not be able to continue. However, my wit and charm obviously swept her off her feet, because we continued dating until I was able to have a better understanding of what her faith in God was all about. Looking back, my wit and charm had very little to do with it. We definitely saw God working through the circumstances and people in our lives to solidify our forever friendship and relationship - SHE, ME, & HIM!

Even before we met, God was working. He redirected my career path from architecture to music in high school. After graduation, I auditioned and was accepted into the US Air Force Band of the Pacific as an alto saxophonist. After a year, I was stationed at Clark Air Base in the Philippines. I met Carlyn and her friends at a Chapel function performing the Handel’s Messiah. I played in the orchestra and she sang in the 200-piece Philippine-American choir.

We met during a break, but did not start dating until a year and a half later. We saw each other at Shakey’s Pizza Parlor outside of the base, she invited me to her sister’s birthday party, and we really hit it off. We went on our first date, she invited me to her church, and God really accelerated our feelings for each other. Just a few months later, I proposed, and we started planning our wedding.

You’re probably assuming I had professed faith in Jesus by then, but I hadn’t yet. What was she thinking?! I actually activated four red flags that Carlyn had to work through.

•I wasn’t a Christian… I hadn’t yet received Jesus as my Savior and Lord.

•I was in the military… Carlyn’s family did not want me to take her away from their family and country.

•I was a musician… I was compared to local musicians that stayed up late, drank alcohol and did drugs, and were womanizers.

•I was Japanese… because many people they knew were mistreated during the Japanese occupation during War II, they were not fond of Japanese.

Well, I couldn’t change the fact that I was Japanese or that I was in the military and a musician. But in a few months, I asked Jesus into my life with the help of my musician friend, Dave Bjur, and the love extended to me by those in her church. Carlyn’s God was now my God. This made a huge difference in me and leveraged approval from her family. I was baptized a couple of months later, and we were married six months after that.

What a fun journey. Of course there is a lot more, but you get the idea. Can you see God’s leading through all of that? We couldn’t have planned or orchestrated any of that if we tried! Who would have thought I had to go to the Philippines to meet the best things that ever happened to me - Carlyn and Jesus! Fortunately, the story didn’t end there. It goes on for four decades! God’s been active and faithful throughout our ups and downs, the good and challenging times. We are so thankful and grateful for God being there every step of the way. I’m sure that if you thought about it, even though your story is different than ours, it’s just littered with glimpses of the Lord of Love and Grace.

As a matter of fact, I encourage you to reflect and WE-member your love story. Talk about it with each other… reminisce.

This book is all about WE – husband, wife, and Jesus! Once married, it’s not just about ME, or the two of US, but WE! God designed marriage to include Him in all aspects of a couple’s life. The reality is, as a couple ventures down the marital road, more often than not, they will reach out for help from parents, friends, counselors, and others. However, these well meaning folks provide advice or encouragement, but often couples need peace, power, and 24/7 presence to get them through life’s valleys. Only God can fill those voids!

Those who don’t have that relationship with God to help them in their times of need are often envious that Christians have ready access to Him. As non-believers encounter a difficult time, they scramble for help and struggle for stability. They might even toss up a cry for help to a god they’re not even sure exists. If only someone would share with them that they could have access to the loving, all-knowing, all-powerful, and ever-present God of the universe for their times of need! Instead of relying on ME, or just US, they could harness all that WE has to offer!

On the other hand, non-Christians often scratch their heads in disbelief when Christians fail to harness all God has for a believing couple to thrive as a WE Couple. Shame on us.

As Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church said, “My wife and I don’t have a perfect marriage…there is no such thing. What Kay and I do have is a marriage centered on Christ, specifically focused on glorifying God. We remain committed to each other because we remain committed to Christ and his work within us.”1

This is what this book is all about. How to create a better WE - developing a Marriage on Purpose, God’s purpose, God’s way. As both husband and wife strive for purpose-driven lives - balancing and growing their personal worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and mission - their lives and marriage take on new meaning and a new form, a purpose-driven marriage! But it first starts with connecting with HIM, in order to become WE. Have you connected with God’s Son, Jesus?

The great news is that the only thing required on your part is to place your life in His care. This might sound strange and mystical, but we do this sort of thing daily. Think about it, whenever you sit in a chair, you are placing your life in its care, trusting that it will hold you up when you sit. Likewise, Jesus promises to sustain and hold us up.

“He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

Colossians 1:17 (NIV)

Another example is when you get in your car, you are placing your life in its care, trusting that it will start, and take you safely to your desired destination. Even though you might not fully understand all that goes on under the hood, you turn your key and you’re on your way. As long as you stay within the rules of the road, you will get to where you need to go. Similarly, getting in the car is like placing your life in Jesus’ hand by faith - you might not understand all about Christianity, but you at least know He will take care of you. When you turn the key to start the car, it is like activating your faith-walk, then pushing the gas to go and brakes to stop as needed. Following the rules of the road is like obeying the scriptures, not to confine you, but to help you enjoy your ride, keep order on the road, and get you to your destination.

Placing your faith and trust in Jesus for your life will not only help you in the daily grind, but it also guarantees your eternal future. The best BOGO deal ever! Buy One Get One - two for the price of one! And the best part of it is, Jesus paid the price for us! Why? Because the price tag was so high that no one could afford it, even the richest man on the earth! The cost was bloodshed - Jesus paid the ultimate price - he died on the cross for humankind’s sin. We were bankrupt spiritually, and he covered our debt! How? He was able to do this because of his unwavering love for humankind from their inception back in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve had it made, but they blew it, and humans have had to navigate through the consequences of their sinful actions ever since. The Apostle Paul said it this way,

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 5:8 (NIV)

Open your life to Jesus Christ who will come in and turn your ME and US into WE, until death do you part to heaven to live eternally with him in heaven. If you haven’t yet or if you want to make sure you did, like I did almost 40 years ago, just say a prayer like this,

Dear God, I realize now that you want and will complete our marriage and life. We don’t understand everything about faith in Jesus yet, but are willing to take a step of faith to experience WE. We open our minds, hearts, and lives to you for 24/7 access to the God of Love. Explain this more to us in the coming chapters. We’re listening. Amen.

Now that you have taken the first step to WE, you can now enjoy the journey as you implement the five purposes of marriage. Buckle up! But before we go there, let’s look at marriage from God’s point of view. There really is a grander meaning and purpose for marriage. Let me start by painting a picture of marriage for you.


Day 2

Say “Cheese”!

A man and woman leave their parents and are joined and united in a marital relationship, and it is a picture of Jesus, the groom, and the Church, who is His bride.

“As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration (or picture) of the way Christ and the church are one.”

Ephesians 5:31-32 (NLT)

The Church represents US, the husband and the wife - two in one - one man and one woman. When the Church and Christ are joined as one, it represents WE - three-in-one!

This wedding photo conjures up several important images that will help connect some dots you might not have even thought of before. Did you know that Jewish traditions reveal the Covenant relationship between the Bride and the Groom? And when you really think about it, when we exchange our “I dos” in front of God, the officiant, and our family and friends, it’s similar to when we say “I do” to Jesus! We don’t normally think about this, but it has huge ramifications to our Christian walk and marriage. Let me explain part of this illumination in this chapter and continue the thought in the next.

When you do a search for ‘marriage’ in the bible, you will see the phrase ‘given in marriage’ over and over again. This is because men and women never chose their life partner like we do in the West. They are chosen for them. Before you shun this tradition, let’s examine the elements and see how God uses this to create His Son’s marriage photo opportunity.

Since the Fall, when Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit and God sent them out of Paradise into a world riddled with the effects of their fallen nature, He has always taken the initiative to pursue people to redeem them and restore their Father-child relationship. When you read the Old Testament, your first impression of God might be of an angry deity constantly punishing people for not doing what He said to do. Yes, there’s some of that, but when you step back and read it again, you will see an awesome God who wanted His people to succeed and rarely gave His beloved what they really deserved. His undeniable longsuffering and love prevented Him from wiping the human slate clean over and over again, although he got pretty close with the Flood. Instead, He created a brand new start spiritually for people who place their trust and care in His Son, who died and actually defeated death by living again! This spiritual restart would transform people from the inside out and would prepare them for eternal living on earth and in heaven.

“Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person (the new normal). The old life is gone; a new life has begun!”

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT)

This story of love and redemption is depicted in the marriage between Christ and the Church and is illustrated in the relationship between husband and wife. You see this beautifully explained in Ephesians 5:21-33, and actually, “God’s plan of redemption for the ages is captured symbolically in the process of the ancient Jewish marriage.”2

In Search for the Perfect Bride

Custom: When the father saw his son was ready for marriage, he sent a trusted servant to find a bride for his son. When Abraham sent his head servant to find a wife for Isaac, he sent him to another village to look for one within the extended family. When the servant found a suitable bride for his master’s son, he offered her father around 10 coins of silver and gold. If the father was impressed with the offer, he would ask his daughter for her response. She would most likely accept the offer because opportunities for marriage are few. Abraham’s servant prayerfully sought God’s help in identifying the perfect bride for Isaac. God and Rebekah exceeded his expectations, so he asked her father’s permission to take her to Isaac to be wed. Rebekah’s father, Laban, saw God’s hand in the situation, so he agreed. Just like in this love story, the servant would leave a portion of the dowry (bride price) and head back home with the bride and good news.

Correlation: This story about Abraham, his servant, Rebekah, and Isaac could be the script for a Hallmark movie. You can find it in Genesis 24. Check it out if it’s been a while since you read it. In a similar way, God the Father sends His Spirit to seek out a Bride for His Son, Jesus. In this case, the Bride is the combination of all believers, but the process is similar for each person. The Spirit knows who the chosen elect are – those predestined to place their faith in Christ – and brings them to the bridegroom, Jesus. Because they are chosen, they will be drawn to Jesus at the appointed time, and would hear and respond positively to the invitation, “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life” John 5:24 (NIV).

You’re Engaged!

Custom: Once the father approved of the servant’s choice, the father would send his son to meet his bride-to-be for the first time. This begins the betrothal period, Erusin or Kiddnshin, which means, sanctification, or set apart. The first time the groom meets his bride, he pays a Mohar or bride-price, which is equivalent to the engagement ring. He then announces to the village, “The price has been paid in full!” Then a Ketubah or contract document was signed to record the agreement that he will provide for the needs of his bride. Once the document was signed, the groom would announce, “It is finished!”

Correlation: Likewise, the believer-bride is betrothed or engaged to the groom, Jesus, at conversion. “If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved… for “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:9-10, 13 (NLT). When a believer is saved, she is engaged to Jesus. She is also set apart from other eligible bachelors or belief systems. Jesus’ “bride-price” or “dowry” is His sacrifice on the cross - He paid the ultimate price for her, which includes all those who would eventually believe. His promises to care for her for current and eternal needs, starts at the point of engagement. The covenant relationship of bride and groom has begun! It’s a done deal! It is finished! Now we await the big day!

Preparing for the Wedding of the Ages!

Custom: Then the groom would say, “I have to go, I’m going to prepare the Chuppah (bridal chamber), a place for you at my father’s house.” He would be gone for 1-2 years. The bride would say, “Do not go,” and the groom would respond, “It is better for you that I go but I will come back.” She would then ask, “When?” And he would say, “I don’t know, nor does the servant, only my father knows the day.” So she had to wait and be ready for whenever her beloved would return. During that wait, she wore a veil with a headband with the coins, which told everyone that she was not available. She also had a chaperone to make sure she was safe and had to make sure her lamps were filled with oil because the groom could return at any time, day or night.

Correlation: After the engagement, comes preparation. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He ascended to heaven and has been preparing a place for us too. Jesus said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. There is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.” John 14:1-3 (NLT). The exchange between the bride and groom echoes what Jesus promised us in John 16:5-7, “But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is asking where I am going. Instead, you grieve because of what I’ve told you. But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you.” And of course, the Advocate or servant He was referring to is the Holy Spirit!

Answering the question of ‘when He will return’ is a tricky one. Mainly because only the Father knows the day or the time. This is how Jesus said it in Mark 13:32-33,

“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. And since you don’t know when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert! “The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. You, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know when the master of the household will return—in the evening, at midnight, before dawn, or at daybreak. Don’t let him find you sleeping when he arrives without warning. I say to you what I say to everyone: Watch for him!”

(You can also read the Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids in Matthew 25:1-13 for more insight)

How do we “keep watch”? Two things stick out to me. First of all, we were set apart by a special covering (a veil with a headband with the coins) - this represents the fact that we are clothed with the righteousness of God by faith in Christ (Philippians 3:8-9). Because of His sacrifice, our sins are covered, and we are righteous in His sight. Therefore, we are to live out our righteousness while preparing for the big day. This requires abiding in Him and His word daily, ‘til death do we part. Secondly, the custom spoke of a chaperone and oil. Throughout scripture, these two correlates with the Holy Spirit in our lives. We cannot live ‘righteous and ready’ without the Spirit empowering us. Keep watch! Be ready or miss the wedding of the ages!

The Wedding Ceremony

Custom: Around the 2 year mark, when the groom finished preparing the bridal chamber, his groomsmen would run ahead, sounding the Shofar and shout that he’s coming. The groom steals the bride from her father’s house and takes her to the groom’s house to party and meet the guests. The bride and groom consummates the marriage in the bridal chamber while the guests wait outside. The party lasts for 7 days. The new couple then goes to the father’s house to begin married life.

Correlation: I must admit, the previous subsections are clear to me, but this one will be a little sketchy because it’s in the future. There are several viewpoints, but this one fits best for me. The two years it takes for the groom to build the bridal chamber represents around 2000 years from the time Jesus said “It is finished.” In 2018, we are fast approaching that time frame! Although the actual day or hour is unknown, I see the event that will signify the ‘time,’ is the Rapture of the church as depicted in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NLT),

“For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever”.

At the Father’s ‘go signal’, Jesus will gather His church, the Bride - those who are alive and who have already died - and they will meet with the Lord in the clouds, and will be with Him forever. This starts the wedding celebration, which includes the consummation of the marriage. The ‘party lasting for 7 days’, I believe, happens simultaneously during the 7-year Tribulation, where those left behind without the Church and Holy Spirit miss out on the wedding. During the wedding in the clouds will be the Bema Seat Judgment, where Jesus judges the works of His bride during the waiting period. Crowns will be distributed accordingly, and there will be much celebration!

Wasn’t that a great picture? My main point of this chapter is this… when we place our faith and life into the hands of Jesus Christ, we become His fiancé. He paid a tremendous price to win us to Himself. As His beloved, we must be faithful and purposeful as we await the big day when we will be ushered into the wedding ceremony, get married, and live happily ever after - for real!

And after the wedding comes the Honeymoon! In the Old Testament, the couple took a year to get acquainted and settle into married life. You this in Deuteronomy 24:4, “A newly married man must not be drafted into the army or given any other official responsibilities. He must be free to spend one year at home, bringing happiness to the wife he has married” (NLT). In our illustration, this one year relates to the Millennium, where Christ and the Church returns to earth to reign for 1000 years.

Then comes the marriage, when Christ and the Church lives happily ever after! This is reflected when the New Heaven and New Earth kicks in after the Millennium. “Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true” Revelations 21:1-5 (NIV).

In conclusion, when a man and a woman is united as husband and wife, they become US. When they are then united with Jesus, they become WE – three in one! Unfortunately, if they are not united with Jesus, the couple does not have access to the abundant and eternal blessings that God has to offer. But the good news is that relationship with God can start now! You can simply pray the prayer provided in the previous chapter.

Coming up, we will look at what the choices to marry your spouse and Jesus really looks like.


Day 3

I Choose You

In the previous chapter, I shared the marriage journey and the illustration of Christ and the Church through the eyes of ancient Jewish traditions. Wasn’t that fascinating how the two overlapped to reveal a beautiful picture of WE? In this chapter, I wanted to think through the whole attraction and dating scenario, which leads to a proposal, engagement, and marriage from the Western point of view.

How did you meet your spouse? Was it online - a dating or social media platform? About 25-30% of couples meet online today. Was it at work, at school, or at an event? Surprisingly, only 10-15% who marry meet this way. Did a friend or family member introduce you? This is hands-down the #1 way most married couples meet, around 50%! More important than where or how you met, were the things that impressed, interested, or initially drew you to him/her. And even more important than that, was what made you decide to pursue or stay with this person. If you really think about it, it says a lot more about you than your partner!

As I pointed out earlier, Carlyn had to really go against her previous convictions to continue dating me. However, once I became a Christian, we shared the same God and faith, and this overshadowed all of the other less important issues. As a matter of fact, being Japanese became a positive thing because this expanded her horizons. Since I was from Hawaii, she got to experience the islands and a different culture. Being a musician had lots of positives. She was a very good vocalist, so our combined skills were used to bless many as we sang duets, joined choirs, and led worship together. And being in the military turned out to be a real good thing too! While still in the Philippines, we utilized our military benefits to enhance the lives of our friends, family, and church in a variety of ways.

As for me, when I met Carlyn, she was definitely the best thing that ever happened to me. She was classy, fun, confident, and virtuous. It was a no brainer for me. She was the one! But she was out of my league, so I had to work for her. As I was learning what it meant and required to be a faithful follower of Jesus, I was being transformed into a better person. Our friends at church and a few of the Christians at work helped me learn and understand the bible more and modeled for me how to love and serve God. As I changed in front of her eyes, I must have become more and more irresistible. I finally won her heart!

So how did we decide to get married? It was a lot simpler for me. I tell people that there was a point in our relationship when a huge hand pointed down at her from heaven, that indicated, “Carlyn is the one.” Believe me, I needed something big like that to happen because I was clueless about relationships, especially marriage. On top of that, messages from caring family members played in my mind. You see, when I was a teenager, my grandma told me to marry a nice Japanese girl, and when I initially left for the Philippines, my dad told me not to bring home a foreigner. They were overruled by the hand of God!

It was a little harder for Carlyn. If she decided to marry me, she would have to eventually leave her family, her friends, her church, her country, and everything she knew up until then for an uncertain future with a crazy Japanese Air Force musician. This is how difficult this decision was, I had to propose 6 times before she said, “Yes”! I kept pursuing her because she was worth it, and at the same time, she needed to see that I was serious. This was not a simple decision to make.

At church today, we had Bishop Dale Bronner from The Word of Faith Family Worship Cathedral in Austell, Georgia for our guest speaker. It was an awesome presentation of Romans 8:28. I highly recommend watching, All for Good! on the Saddleback Church website3. Anyway, amongst other things, he talked about the word “decide.” He said, it means to “cut off.” How does this relate to marriage? Once you decide to become exclusive with one person, you vow to “cut off” any other intimate relationship with the opposite sex. Likewise, when we decide to believe in and receive Jesus into our lives, we also vow to “cut off” any other god or value or person or philosophy contrary to Christianity. It means to be “all in” for Jesus - no combining of belief systems!

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

Matthew 6:33 (NASB)

Here’s another great verse. Once we make that commitment to seek Him first in our lives, then we need to reprogram our minds.

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them (your bodies) be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”

Romans 12:1-2 (NLT)

When we become Christians, accepting and living within the new normal and paradigm is very important. The good news is that we shouldn’t attempt to do this in our own strength or know-how. God provides the way and the wherewithal through His Word, His Spirit, and His people, especially your spouse. Likewise, as we become husband and wife, we need to accept and live within the new normal (married instead of single) and paradigm (WE instead of US).

As you and your spouse team up with Him, you will strengthen your WE, become influencers, and leave an incredible legacy for your kids and grandkids, as well as the Church of Jesus Christ. But saying your “I dos” is just the first step. As you know, after the wedding comes the marriage, where the “I dos” turn into a series of continual “I wills.” In the next few chapters, we will talk about the wedding vows and how they relate to marriage, as well as to our commitments to Christ.

Before going on, take some time to reflect and talk about how your love story began. How did you meet? What drew you to each other? Why did you choose to stay together? What expectations did you have of a life together? Then share with each other your spiritual journey. Who introduced you to Jesus? What drew you to Him? Why did you decide to receive Him into your life? What expectations did you have of your life afterwards?
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