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Hi, I’m Rick Steves.

I’m the only monolingual speaker I know who’s had the nerve to design a series of European phrase books. But that’s one of the things that makes them better.

You see, after more than 30 years of travel through Europe, I’ve learned firsthand: (1) what’s essential for communication in another country, and (2) what’s not. I’ve assembled the most important words and phrases in a logical, no-frills format, and I’ve worked with native Europeans and seasoned travelers to give you the simplest, clearest translations possible.

But this book is more than just a pocket translator. The words and phrases have been carefully selected to help you have a smarter, smoother trip in Spain without going broke. Spain used to be cheap and chaotic. These days it’s neither. It’s better organized than ever—and can be as expensive as France or Germany. The key to getting more out of every travel dollar is to get closer to the local people, and to rely less on entertainment, restaurants, and hotels that cater only to foreign tourists. This book will not only help you order a meal at a locals-only Sevilla restaurant—it will help you talk with the family who runs the place...about their kids, travel dreams, and favorite música. Long after your memories of museums have faded, you’ll still treasure the personal encounters you had with your new Spanish friends.

A good phrase book should help you enjoy your travel experience—not just survive it—so I’ve added a healthy dose of humor. A few phrases are just for fun and aren’t meant to be used at all. But most of the phrases are for real and should be used with “please” (por favor). I know you can tell the difference.

While I’ve provided plenty of phrases, you’ll find it just as effective to use even just a word or two to convey your meaning, and rely on context, gestures, and smiles to help you out. To make harried postal clerks happy, don’t say haltingly in Spanish: “I would like to buy three stamps to mail these postcards to the United States.” All you really need is sellos (stamps), Estados Unidos (USA), por favor (please). Smile, point to the postcards, hold up three fingers...and you’ve got stamps. (For more advice, see the Tips for Hurdling the Language Barrier chapter.)

To get the most out of this book, take the time to practice my Spanish pronunciation tips. But don’t worry too much about memorizing grammatical rules, like the gender of a noun—the important thing is to communicate!

This book has a nifty menu decoder and a handy dictionary. You’ll also find tongue twisters, international words, telephone tips, and two handy “cheat sheets.” Tear out the sheets and keep them in your pocket, so you can easily memorize key phrases during otherwise idle moments. As you prepare for your trip, you may want to read one of my many guidebooks on destinations in Spain.

While a number of Spanish people speak fine English, many don’t. The language barrier can seem high in Spain, but locals are happy to give an extra boost to any traveler who makes an effort to communicate.

My goal is to help you become a more confident, extroverted traveler. If this phrase book helps make that happen, or if you have suggestions for making it better, I’d love to hear from you at rick@ricksteves.com. I value your feedback.

¡Buen viaje! Have a good trip!
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Getting Started

Spanish opens the door to the land of siestas and fiestas, fun and flamenco. Imported from the Old World throughout the New, Spanish is the most widely spoken Romance language in the world. With its straightforward pronunciation, Spanish is also one of the simplest languages to learn.

Here are some tips for pronouncing Spanish words:

C usually sounds like C in cat.

But C followed by E or I sounds like the soft TH in think.

D sounds like the soft D in soda.

G usually sounds like G in go.

But G followed by E or I sounds like the guttural

J in Baja.

H is silent.

J sounds like the guttural J in Baja.

LL sounds like Y in yes.

Ñ sounds like NI in onion.

R is trrrilled.

V usually sounds like B in bit.

Z sounds like the soft TH in think.

Spanish vowels are pronounced like this:

A sounds like A in father.

E can sound like E in get or AY in play.

I sounds like EE in seed.

O sounds like O in note.

U sounds like OO in moon.

Spanish has a few unusual signs and sounds. The Spanish add extra punctuation to questions and exclamations, like this: ¿Cómo está? (How are you?) ¡Fantástico! (Fantastic!) You’ve probably seen and heard the Spanish ñ: Think of señor and mañana. Spanish has a guttural sound similar to the J in Baja California. In the phonetics, the symbol for this clearing-your-throat sound is the italicized h.

Spanish words that end in a consonant are stressed on the last syllable, as in Madrid. Words ending in a vowel are generally stressed on the second-to-last syllable, as in amigo. To override these rules, the Spanish sometimes add an accent mark to the syllable that should be stressed, like this: rápido (fast) is pronounced rah-pee-doh.

When you’re speaking a Romance language, sex is unavoidable. Even the words are masculine or feminine, and word endings can change depending on gender. A man is simpático (friendly), a woman is simpática. In this book, we sometimes show bisexual words like this—simpático[a]—to remind you. If you’re speaking of a woman (which includes women speaking about themselves), use the a ending. It’s always pronounced “ah.” If a word ends in r, just add an a to make it feminine. For instance, an autor is a male author while an autora is female. Words ending in e, such as amable (kind), apply to either sex.

The endings of Spanish nouns and adjectives agree. Cold weather is tiempo frío, and a cold shower is a ducha fría.

Plurals are a snap. Add s to a word that ends in a vowel, like pueblo (village) and es to a word that ends in a consonant, like ciudad (city). Visit a mix of pueblos and ciudades to get the full flavor of Spain.

In northern and central Spain, Spanish sounds as if it’s spoken with a lisp. Gracias (thank you) sounds like grah-thee-ahs. As you head farther south, you’ll notice a difference in pronunciation. In southern Spain, along the coast, people thpeak without the lisp: Gracias sounds like grah-see-ahs. Listen to and imitate the Spanish people around you.

You can communicate a lot with only a few key Spanish words: hay, vale, and esto. Here’s how:

Hay (which is pronounced “eye” and means “There is”) is a handy all-purpose word that can be used as a statement (No hay problema, No problem) or a question (¿Hay cerveza? Do you have beer?). In a tapas bar, you might see a sign that says Hay caracoles (We have snails).

Spaniards use the word vale (bah-lay, meaning “OK”) all the time. When you’re pleased about something, you can say vale. When the vendor at the market gives you just the right amount, say vale. It even works as a question: If you’re not sure whether you’re getting on the right train, show your ticket to the conductor and ask ¿Vale?

When combined with pointing, esto (eh-stoh, meaning “this”) conveys worlds of meaning. If you can’t remember the word for what you want at the market, just point to it and say esto with a smile.

You’ll often hear the Spanish say por favor (por fah-bor, meaning “please”). The Spanish are friendly, polite people. Please use por favor whenever you can.

Here’s a quick guide to the phonetics used in this book:








	ah
	like A in father



	ay
	like AY in play



	ee
	like EE in seed



	eh
	like E in get



	ehr
	sounds like “air”



	g
	like G in go



	h
	like the guttural J in Baja



	ī
	like I in light



	oh
	like O in note



	or
	like OR in core



	oo
	like OO in moon



	ow
	like OW in now



	oy
	like OY in toy



	s
	like S in sun
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Spanish Basics

Hellos and Goodbyes

Struggling with Spanish

Requests

Simply Important Words

Sign Language

Spanish / English Dictionary

English / Spanish Dictionary

Be creative! You can combine the phrases in this chapter to say: “Two, please,” or “No, thank you,” or “Open tomorrow?” or “Please, where can I buy a ticket?” “Please” is a magic word in any language. If you want to buy something, you can point at it and say, Por favor (Please). If you know the word for what you want, such as the bill, simply say La cuenta, por favor (The bill, please).

Hellos and Goodbyes

Pleasantries

Meeting and Greeting

Moving On

Pleasantries








	Hello.
	Hola. oh-lah



	Do you speak English?
	¿Habla usted inglés? ah-blah oo-stehd een-glays



	Yes. / No.
	Sí. / No. see / noh



	I don’t speak Spanish.
	No hablo español. noh ah-bloh eh-spahn-yohl



	I’m sorry.
	Lo siento. loh see-ehn-toh



	Please.
	Por favor. por fah-bor



	Thank you (very much).
	(Muchas) gracias. (moo-chahs) grah-thee-ahs



	Excuse me.
	Perdone. pehr-doh-nay



	OK?
	¿Vale? bah-lay



	OK. (two ways to say it)
	Vale. / De acuerdo. bah-lay / day ah-kwehr-doh



	Good.
	Bien. bee-ehn



	Very good.
	Muy bien. moo-ee bee-ehn



	Excellent.
	Excelente. ehk-seh-lehn-tay



	You are very kind.
	Usted es muy amable. oo-stehd ehs moo-ee ah-mah-blay



	It’s (not) a problem.
	(No) hay problema. (noh) ī proh-bleh-mah



	It doesn’t matter.
	No importa. noh eem-por-tah



	You’re welcome.
	De nada. day nah-dah



	Goodbye.
	Adiós. ah-dee-ohs





Meeting and Greeting








	Hello.
	Hola. oh-lah



	Good morning.
	Buenos días. bweh-nohs dee-ahs



	Good afternoon / evening.
	Buenas tardes. bweh-nahs tar-dehs



	Good night.
	Buenas noches. bweh-nahs noh-chehs



	Welcome!
	¡Bienvenido! bee-ehn-beh-nee-doh



	Mr.
	Señor sehn-yor



	Mrs.
	Señora sehn-yoh-rah



	Miss
	Señorita sehn-yoh-ree-tah



	My name is ____.
	Me llamo ____. may yah-moh ____



	What’s your name?
	¿Cómo se llama? koh-moh say yah-mah



	Pleased to meet you.
	Mucho gusto. moo-choh goo-stoh



	How are you?
	¿Cómo está? koh-moh eh-stah



	How’s it going? (informal)
	¿Qué tal? kay tahl



	Very well, thank you.
	Muy bien, gracias. moo-ee bee-ehn grah-thee-ahs



	Fine, thanks.
	Bien, gracias. bee-ehn grah-thee-ahs



	And you?
	¿Y usted? ee oo-stehd



	Where are you from?
	¿De dónde es usted? day dohn-day ehs oo-stehd



	I am from ____.
	Soy de ____. soy day ____



	I am / We are...
	Soy / Somos... soy / soh-mohs



	Are you...?
	¿Está usted...? eh-stah oo-stehd



	...on vacation
	...de vacaciones day bah-kah-thee-oh-nehs



	...on business
	...de negocios day neh-goh-thee-ohs





The greeting buenos días (good morning) switches to buenas tardes (good afternoon/evening) starting about 2:00 p.m. You won’t hear buenas noches (good night) until around 10 p.m.

Moving On








	I’m going to ____.
	Voy a ____. boy ah ____



	How do I go to ____?
	¿Cómo voy a ____? koh-moh boy ah ____



	Let’s go!
	¡Vamos! bah-mohs



	See you later!
	¡Hasta luego! ah-stah loo-eh-goh



	See you tomorrow!
	¡Hasta mañana! ah-stah mahn-yah-nah



	Goodbye.
	Adiós. ah-dee-ohs



	Good luck!
	¡Buena suerte! bweh-nah swehr-tay



	Happy travels!
	¡Buen viaje! bwehn bee-ah-hay





Struggling with Spanish

Who Speaks What?

Strictly Spanish Expressions

Who Speaks What?








	Spanish
	español eh-spahn-yohl



	English
	inglés een-glays



	Do you speak English?
	¿Habla usted inglés? ah-blah oo-stehd een-glays



	A teeny weeny bit?
	¿Ni un poquito? nee oon poh-kee-toh



	Please speak English.
	Hable en inglés, por favor. ah-blay ehn een-glays por fah-bor



	Speak slowly, please.
	Hable despacio, por favor. ah-blay dehs-pah-thee-oh por fah-bor



	Repeat?
	¿Repita? reh-pee-tah



	I understand.
	Comprendo. kohm-prehn-doh



	I don’t understand.
	No comprendo. noh kohm-prehn-doh



	Do you understand?
	¿Comprende? kohm-prehn-day



	You speak English well.
	Usted habla bien el inglés. oo-stehd ah-blah bee-ehn ehl een-glays



	Does somebody nearby speak English?
	¿Hay alguien por aquí que hable inglés? ī ahlg-ee-ehn por ah-kee kay ah-blay een-glays



	I don’t speak Spanish.
	No hablo español. noh ah-bloh eh-spahn-yohl



	I speak a little Spanish.
	Hablo un poco de español. ah-bloh oon poh-koh day eh-spahn-yohl



	What does this mean?
	¿Qué significa esto? kay seeg-nee-fee-kah eh-stoh



	How do you say this in Spanish?
	¿Cómo se dice esto en español? koh-moh say dee-thay eh-stoh ehn eh-spahn-yohl



	Write it for me?
	¿Me lo escribe? may loh eh-skree-bay





Strictly Spanish Expressions








	Vale. bah-lay
	OK. / That’s good. / I understand. / Uh-huh.



	Diga(me). (“Talk to me”) dee-gah(-may)
	Hello. (answering phone) / Can I help you?



	Mira. mee-rah
	Look.



	¿De veras? /¿De verdad? day behr-ahs / day behr-dahd
	Really?



	¡Caray! kah-rī
	Wow!



	De nada. (“It’s nothing”) day nah-dah
	You’re welcome.



	¡Salud! sah-lood
	Cheers! / Bless you! (after sneeze)



	No hay problema. noh ī proh-bleh-mah
	No problem.



	De acuerdo. day ah-kwehr-doh
	OK.



	A ver... ah behr
	Let’s see...



	Pues... pwehs
	Well...



	O sea... oh seh-ah
	I mean...



	¡Qué lástima! kay lah-stee-mah
	What a pity!



	¡Qué pena! kay peh-nah
	How embarrassing!



	Así es la vida. ah-see ehs lah bee-dah
	That’s life.



	Que será, será. kay seh-rah seh-rah
	What will be, will be.



	¡Preciosa! preh-thee-oh-sah
	Precious!



	¡Buena suerte! bweh-nah swehr-tay
	Good luck!



	Venga. behn-gah
	Come on.



	¡Vamos! bah-mohs
	Let’s go!





Requests

The Essentials

Where?

How Much?

When?

How Long?

Just Ask

The Essentials








	Can you help me?
	¿Puede ayudarme? pweh-day ī-yoo-dar-may



	Do you have ____?
	¿Tiene ____? tee-ehn-ay ____



	I’d / We’d like...
	Me / Nos gustaría... may / nohs goo-stah-ree-ah



	...this / that.
	...esto / eso. eh-stoh / eh-soh



	How much does it cost?
	¿Cuánto cuesta? kwahn-toh kweh-stah



	Is it free?
	¿Es gratis? ehs grah-tees



	Is it included?
	¿Está incluido? eh-stah een-kloo-ee-doh



	Is it possible?
	¿Es posible? ehs poh-see-blay



	Yes or no?
	¿Sí o no? see oh noh



	Where are the toilets?
	¿Dónde están los servicios? dohn-day eh-stahn lohs sehr-bee-thee-ohs



	men
	hombres / caballeros ohm-brehs / kah-bah-yehr-ohs



	women
	mujeres / damas moo-hehr-ehs / dah-mahs





To prompt a simple answer, ask ¿Sí o no? (Yes or no?). To turn a word or sentence into a question, ask it in a questioning tone. An easy way to ask “Where are the toilets?” is to say ¿Servicios? Toilets are marked servicios or aseos; you can also ask for the baño (bathroom).

Where?








	Where?
	¿Dónde? dohn-day



	Where is the...?
	¿Dónde está la...? dohn-day eh-stah lah



	...tourist information office
	...oficina de turismo oh-fee-thee-nah day too-rees-moh



	...train station
	...estación de trenes eh-stah-thee-ohn day trehn-ehs



	Where is a cash machine?
	¿Dónde hay un cajero automático? dohn-day ī oon kah-hehr-oh ow-toh-mah-tee-koh



	Where can I buy ____?
	¿Dónde puedo comprar ____? dohn-day pweh-doh kohm-prar ____



	Where can I find ____?
	¿Dónde puedo encontrar ____? dohn-day pweh-doh ehn-kohn-trar ____





Spanish makes it easy if you’re looking for a banco, farmacia, hotel, restaurante, or supermercado.

How Much?








	How much does it cost?
	¿Cuánto cuesta? kwahn-toh kweh-stah



	Write it for me?
	¿Me lo escribe? may loh eh-skree-bay



	I’d like...
	Me gustaría... may goo-stah-ree-ah



	...a ticket.
	...un billete. oon bee-yeh-tay



	...the bill.
	...la cuenta. lah kwehn-tah



	This much. (gesturing)
	Así. ah-see



	More. / Less.
	Más. / Menos. mahs / meh-nohs



	Too much.
	Demasiado. deh-mah-see-ah-doh





When?








	When?
	¿Cuándo? kwahn-doh



	What time is it?
	¿Qué hora es? kay oh-rah ehs



	At what time?
	¿A qué hora? ah kay oh-rah



	____ o’clock
	las / la ____ lahs / lah ____



	open / closed
	abierto / cerrado ah-bee-ehr-toh / thehr-ah-doh



	What time does this open / close?
	¿A qué hora abren / cierran? ah kay oh-rah ah-brehn / thee-ehr-ahn



	Is this open daily?
	¿Abren a diario? ah-brehn ah dee-ah-ree-oh



	What day is this closed?
	¿Qué día está cerrado? kay dee-ah eh-stah thehr-ah-doh



	On time?
	¿A tiempo? ah-tee-ehm-poh



	Late?
	¿Tarde? tar-day



	Just a moment.
	Un momento. oon moh-mehn-toh



	now / soon / later
	ahora / pronto / más tarde ah-oh-rah / prohn-toh / mahs tar-day



	today / tomorrow
	hoy / mañana oy / mahn-yah-nah





For tips on telling time, see “Time and Dates” on here.

How Long?








	How long does it take?
	¿Cuánto tiempo toma? kwahn-toh tee-ehm-poh toh-mah



	How many minutes / hours?
	¿Cuántos minutos / Cuántas horas? kwahn-tohs mee-noo-tohs / kwahn-tahs oh-rahs



	How far?
	¿A qué distancia? ah kay dees-tahn-thee-ah





Just Ask








	Why?
	¿Por qué? por kay



	Why not?
	¿Por qué no? por kay noh



	Is it necessary?
	¿Es necesario? ehs neh-theh-sah-ree-oh



	Can I / Can we...?
	¿Puedo / Podemos...? pweh-doh / poh-deh-mohs



	...borrow that for a moment
	...tomar prestado eso un momento toh-mar preh-stah-doh eh-soh oon moh-mehn-toh



	...use the toilet
	...usar el servicio oo-sar ehl sehr-bee-thee-oh



	Next? (in line)
	¿El siguiente? ehl seeg-ee-ehn-tay



	The last? (in line)
	¿El último? ehl ool-tee-moh



	What? (didn’t hear)
	¿Cómo? koh-moh



	What is this / that?
	¿Qué es esto / eso? kay ehs eh-stoh / eh-soh



	What’s going on?
	¿Qué pasa? kay pah-sah





Simply Important Words

Numbers

The Alphabet

Days and Months

Big Little Words

Opposites

Numbers








	0
	cero thehr-oh



	1
	uno oo-noh



	2
	dos dohs



	3
	tres trehs



	4
	cuatro kwah-troh



	5
	cinco theen-koh



	6
	seis says



	7
	siete see-eh-tay



	8
	ocho oh-choh



	9
	nueve nweh-bay



	10
	diez dee-ehth



	11
	once ohn-thay



	12
	doce doh-thay



	13
	trece treh-thay



	14
	catorce kah-tor-thay



	15
	quince keen-thay



	16
	dieciséis dee-eh-thee-says



	17
	diecisiete dee-eh-thee-see-eh-tay



	18
	dieciocho dee-eh-thee-oh-choh



	19
	diecinueve dee-eh-thee-nweh-bay



	20
	veinte bayn-tay





You’ll find more to count on in the “Numbers” section (here).

The Alphabet

If you’re spelling your name over the phone, you can use the nouns in the third column to help make yourself understood. I’d say my name as: R...Ramón, I...Italia, C...Carlos, K...Kilo.










	A
	ah
	América
	ah-may-ree-kah



	B
	bay
	Barcelona
	bar-theh-loh-nah



	C
	thay
	Carlos
	kar-lohs



	D
	day
	Dinamarca
	dee-nah-mar-kah



	E
	ay
	España
	eh-spahn-yah



	F
	eh-fay
	Francia
	frahn-thee-ah



	G
	hay
	Gerona
	heh-roh-nah



	H
	ah-chay
	Holanda
	oh-lahn-dah



	I
	ee
	Italia
	ee-tahl-yah



	J
	hoh-tah
	Jota
	hoh-tah



	K
	kah
	Kilo
	kee-loh



	L
	ehl-ay
	Lola
	loh-lah



	M
	ehm-ay
	Madrid
	mah-dreed



	N
	eh-nay
	Noruega
	nor-weh-gah



	O
	oh
	Oslo
	oh-sloh



	P
	pay
	Portugal
	por-too-gahl



	Q
	koo
	Queso
	keh-soh



	R
	ehr-ay
	Ramón
	rah-mohn



	S
	ehs-ay
	Sevilla
	seh-vee-yah



	T
	tay
	Toledo
	toh-leh-doh



	U
	oo
	Uruguay
	oo-roo-gwī



	V
	oo-bay
	Valencia
	bah-lehn-thee-ah



	W
	oo-bay-doh-blay
	Washington
	wah-sheeng-tohn



	X
	eh-khees
	Equix
	eh-keeks



	Y
	ee-gree-yeh-gah
	Yoga
	yoh-gah



	Z
	theh-tah
	Zamora
	thah-moh-rah





Days and Months








	Sunday
	domingo doh-meen-goh



	Monday
	lunes loo-nehs



	Tuesday
	martes mar-tehs



	Wednesday
	miércoles mee-ehr-koh-lehs



	Thursday
	jueves hweh-behs



	Friday
	viernes bee-ehr-nehs



	Saturday
	sábado sah-bah-doh



	January
	enero eh-nehr-oh



	February
	febrero feh-brehr-oh



	March
	marzo mar-thoh



	April
	abril ah-breel



	May
	mayo mī-oh



	June
	junio hoo-nee-oh



	July
	julio hoo-lee-oh



	August
	agosto ah-goh-stoh



	September
	septiembre sehp-tee-ehm-bray



	October
	octubre ohk-too-bray



	November
	noviembre noh-bee-ehm-bray



	December
	diciembre dee-thee-ehm-bray





Big Little Words








	I
	yo yoh



	you (formal)
	usted oo-stehd



	you (informal)
	tú too



	we
	nosotros noh-soh-trohs



	he
	él ehl



	she
	ella ay-yah



	it (m / f; varies by gender of noun)
	el / la ehl / lah



	they (m / f)
	ellos / ellas ay-yohs / ay-yahs



	and
	y ee



	at
	a ah



	because
	porque por-kay



	but
	pero pehr-oh



	by (train, car, etc.)
	en ehn



	for
	para / por pah-rah / por



	from
	de day



	here
	aquí ah-kee



	if
	si see



	in
	en ehn



	it
	ello ay-yoh



	not
	no noh



	now
	ahora ah-oh-rah



	of
	de day



	only
	solo soh-loh



	or
	o oh



	out
	fuera fwehr-ah



	that
	eso eh-soh



	this
	esto eh-stoh



	to
	a ah



	too
	también tahm-bee-ehn



	very
	muy moo-ee





Opposites








	good / bad
	bueno / malo bweh-noh / mah-loh



	best / worst
	mejor / peor meh-hor / peh-or



	a little / a lot
	un poco / mucho oon poh-koh / moo-choh



	more / less
	más / menos mahs / meh-nohs



	cheap / expensive
	barato / caro bah-rah-toh / kah-roh



	big / small
	grande / pequeño grahn-day / peh-kehn-yoh



	hot / cold
	caliente / frío kah-lee-ehn-tay / free-oh



	warm / cool
	cálido / fresco kah-lee-doh / freh-skoh



	open / closed
	abierto / cerrado ah-bee-ehr-toh / thehr-ah-doh



	entrance / exit
	entrada / salida ehn-trah-dah / sah-lee-dah



	push / pull
	empuje / tire ehm-poo-hay / tee-ray



	arrive / depart
	llegar / salir yeh-gar / sah-leer



	early / late
	temprano / tarde tehm-prah-noh / tar-day



	soon / later
	pronto / más tarde prohn-toh / mahs tar-day



	fast / slow
	rápido / despacio rah-pee-doh / dehs-pah-thee-oh



	here / there
	aquí / allí ah-kee / ī-yee



	near / far
	cerca / lejos thehr-kah / leh-hohs



	inside / outside
	dentro / fuera dehn-troh / fwehr-ah



	mine / yours
	mío / suyo mee-oh / soo-yoh



	this / that
	esto / eso eh-stoh / eh-soh



	easy / difficult
	fácil / difícil fah-theel / dee-fee-theel



	left / right
	izquierda / derecha eeth-kee-ehr-dah / dehr-eh-chah



	up / down
	arriba / abajo ah-ree-bah / ah-bah-hoh



	above / below
	encima / debajo en-thee-mah / deh-bah-hoh



	young / old
	joven / viejo hoh-behn / bee-eh-hoh



	new / old
	nuevo / viejo nweh-boh / bee-eh-hoh



	heavy / light
	pesado / ligero peh-sah-doh / lee-hehr-oh



	dark / light
	oscuro / claro oh-skoo-roh / klah-roh



	happy / sad
	feliz / triste feh-leeth / tree-stay



	beautiful / ugly
	bonito / feo boh-nee-toh / feh-oh



	nice / mean
	simpático/ antipático seem-pah-tee-koh / ahn-tee-pah-tee-koh



	smart / stupid
	listo / estúpido lee-stoh / eh-stoo-pee-doh



	vacant / occupied
	libre / ocupado lee-bray / oh-koo-pah-doh



	with / without
	con / sin kohn / seen





Remember that adjectives ending in o, like listo, are masculine. If you’re describing a female, swap the o for an a. A smart man is listo, while a smart woman is lista. Some adjectives don’t change with the gender. A man or a woman can be triste or feliz.

Sign Language

Here are some signs you may see in your travels.








	Abierto
	Open



	Abierto de ____ a ____
	Open from ____ to ____



	Acceso libre
	Free entry



	Agua no potable
	Undrinkable water



	Agua potable
	Drinkable water



	Alarma de incendio
	Fire alarm



	Alquilo / Se alquila
	For rent



	Aseos
	Toilets



	Bajo su propia responsabilidad
	At your own risk



	Baños
	Bathrooms



	Caballeros
	Gentlemen (men’s room)



	Cajero
	Cashier



	Camas
	Vacancy (“beds”)



	Cambio exacto
	Exact change



	Centro (de la ciudad)
	(Town) Center



	Cerrado
	Closed



	Cerrado por obras
	Closed for restoration



	Cerrado por vacaciones
	Closed for vacation



	Coja su turno / número
	Take a number



	Completo
	No vacancy



	Cruce escolar
	School crossing



	Cuidado
	Caution



	Cuidado con el escalón
	Watch your step



	Damas
	Ladies (women’s room)



	Dirección única
	One-way street



	Disculpen las molestias
	Forgive the inconvenience



	Disponible aquí
	Available here



	Emergencia
	Emergency



	Empujar
	Push



	En caso de emergencia
	In case of emergency



	En caso de emergencia no usar
	Do not use in case of emergency



	En venta aquí
	Sold here



	En venta / Se vende
	For sale



	Entrada
	Entrance



	Entrada libre
	Free admission



	Espere
	Wait



	Espere aquí por favor
	Please wait here



	Espere verde
	Wait for green light (after pressing button at crosswalk)



	Fuera de servicio
	Out of service



	Habitaciones
	Vacancy (“rooms”)



	Horario
	Schedule / Timetable / Opening times



	Llamada urgente
	Emergency call



	Llegadas
	Arrivals



	Mediodía
	Midday / Lunch break



	Nivel
	Level



	(No) aceptamos tarjetas de crédito
	We (do not) accept credit cards



	No devuelve cambio
	No change given (at a machine)



	No fumar
	No smoking



	No molesten
	Do not disturb



	No pasar
	No entry



	No tocar
	Don’t touch



	Ocupado
	Occupied



	Oferta
	Sale / Special offer



	Oficina de turismo
	Tourist information office



	Paso prohibido
	No trespassing



	Peatón, pulse
	Pedestrian, press (button to change light)



	Peligro
	Danger



	Perro peligroso
	Mean dog



	Piso / Planta
	Floor



	Prohibido
	Forbidden



	Prohibido aparcar
	No parking



	Reservado
	Reserved



	Salida
	Exit



	Salida de emergencia
	Emergency exit



	Salidas
	Departures



	Señoras
	Women (women’s room)



	Señores
	Men (men’s room)



	Servicios
	Toilets



	Sólo personal autorizado
	Authorized personnel only



	Taquilla
	Ticket desk



	Tenemos...
	We have...



	Tengan cuidado
	Be careful



	Tirar
	Pull



	Validar aquí
	Validate here



	Zona peatonal
	Pedestrian zone





In addresses, calle (street) can be abbreviated as c/, and paseo (lane) is P°.
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Numbers, Money & Time
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Spanish / English Dictionary

English / Spanish Dictionary

You can count on this chapter to cover Spanish numbers, currency, credit and debit cards, time, dates, and major holidays and celebrations.

Numbers








	0
	cero thehr-oh



	1
	uno oo-noh



	2
	dos dohs



	3
	tres trehs



	4
	cuatro kwah-troh



	5
	cinco theen-koh



	6
	seis says



	7
	siete see-eh-tay



	8
	ocho oh-choh



	9
	nueve nweh-bay



	10
	diez dee-ehth



	11
	once ohn-thay



	12
	doce doh-thay



	13
	trece treh-thay



	14
	catorce kah-tor-thay



	15
	quince keen-thay



	16
	dieciséis dee-eh-thee-says



	17
	diecisiete dee-eh-thee-see-eh-tay



	18
	dieciocho dee-eh-thee-oh-choh



	19
	diecinueve dee-eh-thee-nweh-bay



	20
	veinte bayn-tay



	21
	veintiuno bayn-tee-oo-noh



	22
	veintidós bayn-tee-dohs



	23
	veintitrés bayn-tee-trehs



	30
	treinta trayn-tah



	31
	treinta y uno trayn-tah ee oo-noh



	40
	cuarenta kwah-rehn-tah



	50
	cincuenta theen-kwehn-tah



	60
	sesenta seh-sehn-tah



	70
	setenta seh-tehn-tah



	80
	ochenta oh-chehn-tah



	90
	noventa noh-behn-tah



	100
	cien thee-ehn



	101
	ciento uno thee-ehn-toh oo-noh



	102
	ciento dos thee-ehn-toh dohs



	200
	doscientos dohs-thee-ehn-tohs



	300
	trescientos treh-thee-ehn-tohs



	400
	cuatrocientos kwah-troh-thee-ehn-tohs



	500
	quinientos kee-nee-ehn-tohs



	600
	seiscientos says-thee-ehn-tohs



	700
	setecientos seh-teh-thee-ehn-tohs



	800
	ochocientos oh-choh-thee-ehn-tohs



	900
	novecientos noh-beh-thee-ehn-tohs



	1000
	mil meel



	2000
	dos mil dohs meel



	2019
	dos mil diecinueve dohs meel dee-eh-thee-nweh-bay



	2020
	dos mil veinte dohs meel bayn-tay



	2021
	dos mil veintiuno dohs meel bayn-tee-oo-noh



	2022
	dos mil veintidós dohs meel bayn-tee-dohs



	2023
	dos mil veintitrés dohs meel bayn-tee-trehs



	2024
	dos mil veinticuatro dohs meel bayn-tee-kwah-troh



	2025
	dos mil veinticinco dohs meel bayn-tee-theen-koh



	2026
	dos mil veintiséis dohs meel bayn-tee-says



	2027
	dos mil veintisiete dohs meel bayn-tee-see-eh-tay



	2028
	dos mil veintiocho dohs meel bayn-tee-oh-choh



	2029
	dos mil veintinueve dohs meel bayn-tee-nweh-bay



	2030
	dos mil treinta dohs meel trayn-tah



	million
	millón mee-yohn



	billion
	mil millones meel mee-yoh-nehs



	number one
	número uno noo-mehr-oh oo-noh



	first
	primero pree-mehr-oh



	second
	segundo seh-goon-doh



	third
	tercero tehr-thehr-oh



	once
	una vez oo-nah behth



	twice
	dos veces dohs beh-thehs



	a quarter
	un cuarto oon kwar-toh



	a third
	un tercio oon tehr-thee-oh



	half
	mitad mee-tahd



	this much
	esta cantidad eh-stah kahn-tee-dahd



	a dozen
	una docena oo-nah doh-theh-nah



	a handful
	un puñado oon poon-yah-doh



	enough
	bastante bah-stahn-tay



	not enough
	no lo suficiente noh loh soo-fee-thee-ehn-tay



	too much
	demasiado deh-mah-see-ah-doh



	more
	más mahs



	less
	menos meh-nohs



	50%
	cincuenta por ciento theen-kwehn-tah por thee-ehn-toh



	100%
	cien por ciento thee-ehn por thee-ehn-toh





Learning how to say your hotel room number is a good way to practice Spanish numbers. You’ll likely be asked for the number frequently (at breakfast, or to claim your key when you return to the room).

Money

Cash Machines (ATMs)

Key Phrases: Money

Credit and Debit Cards

Paying with a Credit Card

Exchanging Money

Spain uses the euro currency. One euro (€) is divided into 100 cents (céntimos). When saying prices, Spaniards start with the number of euros, followed by con (with) and the number of cents—so €2.50 is dos con cincuenta (“two with fifty”).

Use your common cents—cents are like pennies, and the euro has coins like nickels, dimes, and half-dollars. There are also €1 and €2 coins.

Cash Machines (ATMs)

Every cash machine has multilingual instructions. However, the keys might be marked in Spanish: confirmar means confirm, continuar or anotación is enter, corregir means change or correct, cancelar is cancel, and borrar means erase.








	money
	dinero dee-nehr-oh



	cash
	efectivo eh-fehk-tee-boh



	card
	tarjeta tar-heh-tah



	PIN code
	clave / número secreto / PIN klah-bay / noo-mehr-oh seh-kreh-toh / peen



	Where is a...?
	¿Dónde hay un...? dohn-day ī oon



	...cash machine
	...cajero automático kah-hehr-oh ow-toh-mah-tee-koh



	...bank
	...banco bahn-koh



	My debit card has been...
	Mi tarjeta de débito ha sido... mee tar-heh-tah day day-bee-toh ah see-doh



	...demagnetized.
	...desmagnetizada. dehs-mahg-neh-tee-thah-dah



	...stolen.
	...robada. roh-bah-dah



	...eaten by the machine.
	...tragada por el cajero. trah-gah-dah por ehl kah-hehr-oh



	My card doesn’t work.
	Mi tarjeta no funciona. mee tar-heh-tah noh foon-thee-oh-nah






Key Phrases: Money








	euro(s) (€)
	euro(s) yoo-roh(s)



	cent(s)
	céntimo(s) thehn-tee-moh(s)



	cash
	efectivo eh-fehk-tee-boh



	Where is a...?
	¿Dónde hay un...? dohn-day ī oon



	...cash machine
	...cajero automático kah-hehr-oh ow-toh-mah-tee-koh



	...bank
	...banco bahn-koh



	credit card
	tarjeta de crédito tar-heh-tah day kray-dee-toh



	debit card
	tarjeta de débito tar-heh-tah day day-bee-toh



	Do you accept credit cards?
	¿Se aceptan tarjetas de crédito? say ah-thehp-tahn tar-heh-tahs day kray-dee-toh







Credit and Debit Cards

Credit cards are widely accepted at larger businesses, though some smaller shops, restaurants, and hotels might prefer cash.








	credit card
	tarjeta de crédito tar-heh-tah day kray-dee-toh



	debit card
	tarjeta de débito tar-heh-tah day day-bee-toh



	receipt
	recibo / ticket reh-thee-boh / tee-keht



	sign
	firmar feer-mar



	pay
	pagar pah-gar



	cashier
	cajero kah-hehr-oh



	cash advance
	adelanto de dinero ah-deh-lahn-toh day dee-nehr-oh



	Do you accept credit cards?
	¿Se aceptan tarjetas de crédito? say ah-thehp-tahn tar-heh-tahs day kray-dee-toh



	Cheaper if I pay cash?
	¿Es más barato si pago en efectivo? ehs mahs bah-rah-toh see pah-goh ehn eh-fehk-tee-boh



	I do not have a PIN.
	No tengo un número secreto / PIN. noh tehn-goh oon noo-mehr-oh seh-kreh-toh / peen



	Can I sign a receipt instead of entering the PIN?
	¿Puedo firmar el recibo en vez de entrar el PIN? pweh-doh feer-mar ehl reh-thee-boh ehn behth day ehn-trar ehl peen



	Print a receipt?
	¿Imprime un recibo? eem-pree-may oon reh-thee-boh



	I have another card.
	Tengo otra tarjeta. tehn-goh oh-trah tar-heh-tah





Credit and debit cards have chips that authenticate and secure transactions. Some European card readers will generate a receipt for you to sign; others may prompt you to enter a PIN (make sure you know it for all cards). If your card won’t work (sometimes possible at ticket machines, toll booths, gas pumps, or parking lots), look for a cashier who can process your card manually—or pay in cash.

Paying with a Credit Card

If calling to reserve tickets or a hotel room, you may need to convey your credit-card information over the phone. Prepare in advance: To fill in the blanks, use the numbers, alphabet, and months on here-here, and the years on here.








	The name on the card is ____.
	El nombre en la tarjeta es ____. ehl nohm-bray ehn lah tar-heh-tah ehs ____



	The credit card number is ____.
	El número de la tarjeta de crédito es ____. ehl noo-mehr-oh day lah tar-heh-tah day kray-dee-toh ehs ____



	The expiration date is ____.
	La fecha de caducidad es ____. lah feh-chah day kah-doo-thee-dahd ehs ____



	The secret code (on the back) is ____.
	El código secreto es ____. ehl koh-dee-goh seh-kreh-toh ehs ____





Exchanging Money








	exchange
	cambio kahm-bee-oh



	change money
	cambiar dinero kahm-bee-ar dee-nehr-oh



	exchange rate
	tipo de cambio tee-poh day kahm-bee-oh



	dollar(s)
	dólar(es) doh-lar(-ays)



	buy / sell
	comprar / vender kohm-prar / behn-dehr



	commission
	comisión koh-mee-see-ohn



	Any extra fee?
	¿Tienen alguna costo aditional? tee-ehn-ehn ahl-goo-nah koh-stoh ah-dee-thee-oh-nahl



	I would like...
	Me gustaría... may goo-stah-ree-ah



	...small bills.
	...billetes pequeños. bee-yeh-tehs peh-kehn-yohs



	...large bills.
	...billetes grandes. bee-yeh-tehs grahn-dehs



	...a mix of small and large bills.
	...algunos billetes grandes y otros pequeños. ahl-goo-nohs bee-yeh-tehs grahn-dehs ee oh-trohs peh-kehn-yohs



	...coins.
	...monedas. moh-neh-dahs



	Can you break this? (big bills into smaller bills)
	¿Me puede dar cambio más pequeño? may pweh-day dar kahm-bee-oh mahs peh-kehn-yoh



	Is this a mistake?
	¿Es esto un error? ehs eh-stoh oon eh-ror



	This is incorrect.
	Es incorrecto. ehs een-koh-rehk-toh



	Where is the nearest casino?
	¿Dónde está el casino más cercano? dohn-day eh-stah ehl kah-see-noh mahs thehr-kah-noh





Banks are generally open from about 9:00 to 2:00 Monday through Friday.

Time and Dates

Telling Time

Key Phrases: Time and Dates

Timely Questions

It’s About Time

The Day

The Week

The Months

The Year

Holidays and Happy Days

Telling Time

In Spain, the 24-hour clock (or “military time”) is used for setting formal appointments (for instance, arrival times at a hotel), for the opening and closing hours of museums and shops, and for train, bus, and boat schedules. Informally, the Spanish use the same 12-hour clock we do. So they might meet a friend at 3:00 de la tarde (in the afternoon), but catch a train at 15:15.








	What time is it?
	¿Qué hora es? kay oh-rah ehs



	____ o’clock
	las / la ____ lahs / lah ____



	(in the) morning
	(de la) mañana (day lah) mahn-yah-nah



	(in the) afternoon
	(de la) tarde (day lah) tar-day



	(in the) evening
	(de la) noche (day lah) noh-chay



	(at) night
	(por la) noche (por lah) noh-chay



	half
	media meh-dee-ah



	quarter
	cuarto kwar-toh



	minute
	minuto mee-noo-toh



	hour
	hora oh-rah



	It’s... / At...
	Son las... / A las... sohn lahs / ah lahs



	...8:00 in the morning.
	...ocho de la mañana. oh-choh day lah mahn-yah-nah



	...4:00 in the afternoon.
	...cuatro de la tarde. kwah-troh day lah tar-day



	...10:30 in the evening.
	...diez y media de la noche. dee-ehth ee meh-dee-ah day lah noh-chay



	...a quarter past nine.
	...nueve y cuarto. nweh-bay ee kwar-toh



	...a quarter to eleven.
	...once menos cuarto. ohn-thay meh-nohs kwar-toh



	at 6:00 sharp
	a las seis en punto ah lahs says ehn poon-toh



	from 8:00 to 10:00
	de ocho a diez day oh-choh ah dee-ehth



	noon
	mediodía meh-dee-oh-dee-ah



	midnight
	doce de la noche / medianoche doh-thay day lah noh-chay / meh-dee-ah-noh-chay



	It’s my bedtime.
	Es la hora de acostarme. ehs lah oh-rah day ah-koh-star-may



	I’ll return / We’ll return at 11:20.
	Volveré / Volveremos a las once y veinte. bohl-beh-ray / bohl-beh-reh-mohs ah lahs ohn-thay ee bayn-tay



	I’ll arrive / We’ll arrive by 6 o’clock.
	Llegaré / Llegaremos antes de las seis de la tarde. yeh-gah-ray / yeh-gah-reh-mohs ahn-tehs day lahs says day lah tar-day






Key Phrases: Time and Dates








	What time is it?
	¿Qué hora es? kay oh-rah ehs



	____ o’clock
	las / la ____ lahs / lah ____



	minute
	minuto mee-noo-toh



	hour
	hora oh-rah



	It’s 1:00.
	Es la una. ehs lah oo-nah



	It’s...
	Son las... sohn lahs



	...7:00 in the morning.
	...siete de la mañana. see-eh-tay day lah mahn-yah-nah



	...2:00 in the afternoon.
	...dos de la tarde. dohs day lah tar-day



	At what time does this open / close?
	¿A qué hora abren / cierran? ah kay oh-rah ah-brehn / thee-ehr-ahn



	day
	día dee-ah



	today
	hoy oy



	tomorrow
	mañana mahn-yah-nah



	(this) week
	(esta) semana (eh-stah) seh-mah-nah



	August 21
	el veintiuno de agosto ehl bayn-tee-oo-noh day ah-goh-stoh







Timely Questions








	When?
	¿Cuándo? kwahn-doh



	At what time?
	¿A qué hora? ah kay oh-rah



	opening time
	hora de apertura oh-rah day ah-pehr-too-rah



	At what time does this open / close?
	¿A qué hora abren / cierran? ah kay oh-rah ah-brehn / thee-ehr-ahn



	Is the train...?
	¿Va el tren...? bah ehl trehn



	Is the bus...?
	¿Va el autobús...? bah ehl ow-toh-boos



	...early
	...temprano tehm-prah-noh



	...late
	...con retraso kohn reh-trah-soh



	...on time
	...a tiempo ah tee-ehm-poh



	When is check-out time?
	¿Cuándo es la hora de salida? kwahn-doh ehs lah oh-rah day sah-lee-dah





It’s About Time








	now
	ahora ah-oh-rah



	soon
	pronto prohn-toh



	later
	más tarde mahs tar-day



	in one hour
	en una hora ehn oo-nah oh-rah



	in half an hour
	en media hora ehn meh-dee-ah oh-rah



	in three hours
	en tres horas ehn trehs oh-rahs



	early
	temprano tehm-prah-noh



	late
	tarde tar-day



	on time
	a tiempo ah tee-ehm-poh



	anytime
	a cualquier hora ah kwahl-kee-ehr oh-rah



	immediately
	inmediatamente ee-meh-dee-ah-tah-mehn-tay



	every hour
	cada hora kah-dah oh-rah



	every day
	cada día kah-dah dee-ah



	daily
	diario dee-ah-ree-oh



	last
	último[a] ool-tee-moh



	this
	esto eh-stoh



	next
	próxima prohk-see-mah



	before
	antes ahn-tehs



	after
	después dehs-pwehs



	May 15
	el quince de mayo ehl keen-thay day mī-oh



	in the future
	en el futuro ehn ehl foo-too-roh



	in the past
	en el pasado ehn ehl pah-sah-doh





The Day








	day
	día dee-ah



	today
	hoy oy



	sunrise
	amanecer ah-mah-neh-thehr



	this morning
	esta mañana eh-stah mahn-yah-nah



	sunset
	puesta de sol pweh-stah day sohl



	tonight
	esta noche eh-stah noh-chay



	yesterday
	ayer ah-yehr



	tomorrow
	mañana mahn-yah-nah



	tomorrow morning
	mañana por la mañana mahn-yah-nah por lah mahn-yah-nah



	day after tomorrow
	pasado mañana pah-sah-doh mahn-yah-nah





The wee hours of the morning are called la madrugada. It makes sense that the Spanish—who make use of this time—have a special word for it. Young people going out to party (ir de marcha) stay out hasta la madrugada (until the wee hours).

The Week








	Sunday
	domingo doh-meen-goh



	Monday
	lunes loo-nehs



	Tuesday
	martes mar-tehs



	Wednesday
	miércoles mee-ehr-koh-lehs



	Thursday
	jueves hweh-behs



	Friday
	viernes bee-ehr-nehs



	Saturday
	sábado sah-bah-doh



	week
	semana seh-mah-nah



	last week
	la semana pasada lah seh-mah-nah pah-sah-dah



	this week
	esta semana eh-stah seh-mah-nah



	next week
	la semana próxima lah seh-mah-nah prohk-see-mah



	weekend
	fin de semana feen day seh-mah-nah



	this weekend
	este fin de semana eh-stay feen day seh-mah-nah





The Months








	month
	mes mehs



	January
	enero eh-nehr-oh



	February
	febrero feh-brehr-oh



	March
	marzo mar-thoh



	April
	abril ah-breel



	May
	mayo mī-oh



	June
	junio hoo-nee-oh



	July
	julio hoo-lee-oh



	August
	agosto ah-goh-stoh



	September
	septiembre sehp-tee-ehm-bray



	October
	octubre ohk-too-bray



	November
	noviembre noh-bee-ehm-bray



	December
	diciembre dee-thee-ehm-bray





For dates, say el ____ [number] de ____ [month]. So the fourth of July is el cuatro de julio.

The Year








	year
	año ahn-yoh



	season
	temporada tehm-poh-rah-dah



	spring
	primavera pree-mah-behr-ah



	summer
	verano behr-ah-noh



	fall
	otoño oh-tohn-yoh



	winter
	invierno een-bee-ehr-noh





For a list of years, see the “Numbers” section, earlier.

Holidays and Happy Days








	holiday
	día festivo dee-ah feh-stee-boh



	festival
	festival feh-stee-bahl



	Is today / tomorrow a holiday?
	¿Es hoy / mañana un día festivo? ehs oy / mahn-yah-nah oon dee-ah feh-stee-boh



	Is a holiday coming up soon?
	¿Hay alguna fiesta pronto? ī ahl-goo-nah fee-eh-stah prohn-toh



	When?
	¿Cuándo? kwahn-doh



	What is the holiday?
	¿Qué fiesta es? kay fee-eh-stah ehs



	Mardi Gras / Carnival
	Martes de Carnaval / Carnaval mar-tehs day kar-nah-bahl / kar-nah-bahl



	Holy Week
	Semana Santa seh-mah-nah sahn-tah



	Easter
	Pascuas pahs-kwahs



	April Fair (Sevilla)
	Feria de Abril feh-ree-ah day ah-breel



	May 1 / Labor Day
	Primero de Mayo / Día del Trabajo pree-mehr-oh day mī-oh / dee-ah dehl trah-bah-hoh



	Ascension
	Ascensión ah-thehn-see-ohn



	Pentecost
	Pentecostés pehn-teh-kohs-tays



	Corpus Christi
	Corpus Christi kor-poos kree-stee



	Running of the Bulls (July 6-14)
	El Encierro / Fiesta de San Fermín ehl ehn-thee-ehr-oh / fee-eh-stah day sahn fehr-meen



	Assumption (Aug 15)
	Asunción de Maria ah-soon-thee-ohn day mah-ree-ah



	Spanish National Day (Oct 12)
	Día de la Hispanidad dee-ah day lah ees-pah-nee-dahd



	All Saints’ Day (Nov 1)
	Día de Todos los Santos dee-ah day toh-dohs lohs sahn-tohs



	Christmas Eve
	Noche Buena noh-chay bweh-nah



	Christmas
	Navidad nah-bee-dahd



	Merry Christmas!
	¡Feliz Navidad! feh-leeth nah-bee-dahd



	New Year’s Eve
	Noche Vieja noh-chay bee-eh-hah



	New Year’s Day
	Día de Año Nuevo dee-ah day ahn-yoh nweh-boh



	Happy New Year!
	¡Feliz Año Nuevo! feh-leeth ahn-yoh nweh-boh



	anniversary
	aniversario ah-nee-behr-sah-ree-oh



	Happy anniversary!
	¡Feliz aniversario! feh-leeth ah-nee-behr-sah-ree-oh



	birthday
	cumpleaños koom-pleh-ahn-yohs



	Happy birthday!
	¡Feliz cumpleaños! feh-leeth koom-pleh-ahn-yohs





The Spanish sing “Happy Birthday” to the same tune we do, but they don’t fill in the person’s name. Here are the words: Cumpleaños feliz, cumpleaños feliz, te deseamos todos cumpleaños, cumpleaños feliz.
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Getting Around

Trains

Key Phrases: Trains

Long-Distance Buses

City Buses and Subways

Key Phrases: City Buses and Subways

Taxis

Key Phrases: Taxis

Driving

Key Phrases: Driving

Finding Your Way

Spanish / English Dictionary

English / Spanish Dictionary

This chapter includes the phrases you’ll need for buying transit tickets and getting around by train, bus, subway, taxi, rental car, and foot—plus some handy route-finding phrases.

Getting Around








	train
	tren trehn



	city bus
	autobús ow-toh-boos



	long-distance bus
	autocar ow-toh-kar



	subway
	metro meh-troh



	taxi
	taxi tahk-see



	car
	coche koh-chay



	walk / by foot
	caminar / a pie kah-mee-nar / ah pee-ay



	Where is the...?
	¿Dónde está el / la...? dohn-day eh-stah ehl / lah



	...train station
	...estación de tren eh-stah-thee-ohn day trehn



	...bus station
	...estación de autobúses eh-stah-thee-ohn day ow-toh-boo-sehs



	...bus stop
	...parada de autobús pah-rah-dah day ow-toh-boos



	...subway station
	...estación de metro eh-stah-thee-ohn day meh-troh



	...taxi stand
	...parada de taxi pah-rah-dah day tahk-see



	I’m going / We’re going to ____.
	Voy / Vamos a ____. boy / bah-mohs ah ____



	What is the cheapest / fastest / easiest way...?
	¿Cuál es la manera más barata / rápida / fácil...? kwahl ehs lah mah-neh-rah mahs bah-rah-tah / rah-pee-dah / fah-theel



	...to downtown
	...al centro ahl thehn-troh



	...to the train station
	...a la estación de tren ah lah eh-stah-thee-ohn day trehn



	...to my / our hotel
	...a mi / nuestro hotel ah mee / nweh-stroh oh-tehl



	...to the airport
	...al aeropuerto ahl ah-eh-roh-pwehr-toh





Trains

Ticket Basics

Getting Tickets

Ticket Specifics

Train Reservations

Discounts

At the Train Station

Key Phrases: Trains

Train and Bus Schedules

All Aboard

Changing Trains

Strikes

For tips and strategies about rail travel and railpasses in Spain, see www.ricksteves.com/rail. Note that many of the following train phrases work for long-distance bus travel as well.

Ticket Basics








	ticket
	billete bee-yeh-tay



	reservation
	reserva reh-sehr-bah



	ticket office
	oficina de venta oh-fee-thee-nah day behn-tah



	ticket machine
	venta automática behn-tah ow-toh-mah-tee-kah



	validate
	validar bah-lee-dar



	Where can I buy a ticket?
	¿Dónde puedo comprar un billete? dohn-day pweh-doh kohm-prar oon bee-yeh-tay



	Is this the line for...?
	¿Es ésta la fila para...? ehs eh-stah lah fee-lah pah-rah



	...tickets
	...billetes bee-yeh-tehs



	...reservations
	...reservas reh-sehr-bahs



	...information
	...información een-for-mah-thee-ohn



	One ticket (to ____).
	Un billete (para ____). oon bee-yeh-tay (pah-rah ____)



	Two tickets.
	Dos billetes. dohs bee-yeh-tehs



	I want to go to ____.
	Quiero ir a ____. kee-ehr-oh eer ah ____



	How much (is a ticket to ____)?
	¿Cuánto cuesta (el billete para ____)? kwahn-toh kweh-stah (ehl bee-yeh-tay pah-rah ____)



	one-way
	de ida day ee-dah



	round-trip
	de ida y vuelta day ee-dah ee bwehl-tah



	today / tomorrow
	hoy / mañana oy / mahn-yah-nah






Getting Tickets

When it comes to buying tickets for the bus, train, or subway, the following phrases will come in handy.








	Where can I buy a ticket?
	¿Dónde puedo comprar un billete? dohn-day pweh-doh kohm-prar oon bee-yeh-tay



	How much (is a ticket to ____)?
	¿Cuánto cuesta (el billete para ____)? kwahn-toh kweh-stah (ehl bee-yeh-tay pah-rah ____)



	I want to go to ____.
	Quiero ir a ____. kee-ehr-oh eer ah ____



	One ticket / Two tickets (to ____).
	Un billete / Dos billetes (para ____). oon bee-yeh-tay / dohs bee-yeh-tehs (pah-rah ____)



	When is the next train / bus (to ____)?
	¿Cuándo es el siguiente tren / autocar (a ____)? kwahn-doh ehs ehl seeg-ee-ehn-tay trehn / ow-toh-kar (ah ____)



	What time does it leave?
	¿A qué hora sale? ah kay oh-rah sah-lay



	Is it direct?
	¿Es directo? ehs dee-rehk-toh



	Is a reservation required?
	¿Se requiere reserva? say reh-kee-ehr-ay reh-sehr-bah



	I’d / We’d like to reserve a seat.
	Me / Nos gustaría reservar un asiento. may / nohs goo-stah-ree-ah reh-sehr-bar



	Can I buy a ticket on board?
	¿Puedo comprar el billete a bordo? pweh-doh kohm-prar ehl bee-yeh-tay ah bor-doh



	Exact change only?
	¿Cambio exacto? kahm-bee-oh ehk-sahk-toh







Ticket Specifics

As trains and buses can sell out, it’s smart to buy your tickets a day in advance even for short rides. For phrases related to discounts (such as children, families, or seniors), see here.








	schedule
	horario oh-rah-ree-oh



	When is the next train / bus (to ____)?
	¿Cuándo es el siguiente tren / autocar (a ____)? kwahn-doh ehs ehl seeg-ee-ehn-tay trehn / ow-toh-kar (ah ____)



	What time does it leave?
	¿A qué hora sale? ah kay oh-rah sah-lay



	I’d / We’d like to leave...
	Me / Nos gustaría salir... may / nohs goo-stah-ree-ah sah-leer



	I’d / We’d like to arrive...
	Me / Nos gustaría llegar... may / nohs goo-stah-ree-ah yeh-gar



	...by ____ o’clock.
	...antes de las ____. ahn-tehs day lahs ____



	...at ____ o’clock...
	...a las ____ ... ah lahs ____



	...in the morning / afternoon / evening.
	...por la mañana / tarde / noche. por lah mahn-yah-nah / tar-day / noh-chay



	Is there a... train / bus?
	¿Hay un tren / autocar...? ī oon trehn / ow-toh-kar



	...earlier
	...más temprano mahs tehm-prah-noh



	...later
	...más tarde mahs tar-day



	...overnight
	...nocturno nohk-toor-noh



	...cheaper
	...más barato mahs bah-rah-toh



	...express
	...expreso ehk-spreh-soh



	...direct
	...directo dee-rehk-toh



	Is it direct?
	¿Es directo? ehs dee-rehk-toh



	Is a transfer required?
	¿Se requiere un transbordo? say reh-kee-ehr-ay oon trahns-bor-doh



	How many transfers?
	¿Cuantas conexiones? kwahn-tahs koh-nehk-see-oh-nehs



	When? Where?
	¿Cuándo? ¿Dónde? kwahn-doh / dohn-day



	first / second class
	primera / segunda clase pree-mehr-ah / seh-goon-dah klah-say



	How long is this ticket valid?
	¿Cuándo vence este billete? kwahn-doh behn-thay eh-stay bee-yeh-tay



	Can you validate my railpass?
	¿Puede validar el abono de tren? pweh-day bah-lee-dar ehl ah-boh-noh day trehn





Many large Spanish train stations have two sections—for suburban cercanías trains and for high-speed trains (such as AVE). Once you’re in the right section, survey the different ticket lines or windows (marked venta de billetes). For example, you might see salidas hoy (departures today) and salidas otros días (departures other days). If you’re not sure, ask fellow passengers by mentioning your destination and day: Barcelona, mañana? If you have to take a number, the su turno (your turn) board tells you the número
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