


The Canticle     Creatures 
for Saint Francis of Assisi

of 
the



L u i g i  S a n t u c c i

Translated by Demetrio S. Yocum
Illustrated by Br. Martin Erspamer, osb

The Canticle     Creatures 
for Saint Francis of Assisi



L u i g i  S a n t u c c i

Translated by Demetrio S. Yocum
Illustrated by Br. Martin Erspamer, osb

Pa r ac l e t e  P r e s s 
BREWSTER, MASSACHUSETTS

The Canticle     Creatures 
for Saint Francis of Assisi

of 
the

K



2017 First printing

The Canticle of the Creatures for Saint Francis of Assisi

English translation copyright © 2017 by Demetrio S. Yocum
Illustrations copyright © 2017 by Martin Erspamer, OSB

ISBN 978-1-61261-775-6

Originally published in Italian as La lode degli animali (Edizioni Messaggero Padova, 
1981).

Excerpts labeled FAED are from Francis of Assisi: Early Documents, volumes 1–3, ed. 
Regis J. Armstrong, OFM, J. A. Wayne Hellmann, OFM, William J. Short, OFM (New 
York: New City Press, 1999–2002), used by permission of the publisher.

Scripture references are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
© 1989 by the Division of Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A., and are used by permission. All rights reserved.

The Paraclete Press name and logo (dove on cross) are trademarks of Paraclete Press, Inc.

 Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data: 
Names: Santucci, Luigi, author. | Erspamer, Martin, 1953- illustrator.
Title: The canticle of the creatures : for Saint Francis of Assisi / Luigi
   Santucci ; translated by Demetrio S. Yocum ; illustrations by Martin
   Erspamer, OSB.
Other titles: Lode degli animali. English
Description: Brewster, Massachusetts : Paraclete Press Inc., 2017. | Includes
   bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2017022180 | ISBN 9781612617756 (hardcover : alk. paper) Subjects:  
LCSH: Francis, of Assisi, Saint, 1182-1226--Fiction.Classification: LCC PQ4841.A67 
L6313 2017 | DDC 853/.914--dc23LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017022180

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced, stored in an electronic 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, 
photocopy, recording, or any other—except for brief quotations in printed reviews, 
without the prior permission of the publisher.

Published by Paraclete Press
Brewster, Massachusetts
www.paracletepress.com

Printed in the United States of America
 

https://lccn.loc.gov/2017022180
http://www.paracletepress.com


Z
It came to pass 

by a supernatural influx of power 

that the nature of brute animals 

was moved in some gracious manner 

toward him. 

 — S T.  B O N A V E N T U R E





ZH eaven and earth glorify God. All the creatures 

proclaim his existence. The heaven cries to God: 

“You it was who made me: I did not make myself.” And the 

earth cries: “You are my creator: you it was who made me.”

But when and how do they proclaim this truth? When 

humankind reflects on them and on this truth, therein precisely 

is the answer. It is thanks to your careful examination of them, 

it is thanks to your voice that they have a voice.

Look at the heavens: how beautiful they are! And look at the 

earth: how beautiful it is! Both heaven and earth radiate beauty.

God has made them, he directs them, he orders their course, 

is always present in their history, he determines their importance 

and arranges them in relation to his nature. That is why all 

creatures glorify him, those that move and those that are static, 

the heavens above and the earth below, perennial youth and 

august old age.



This spectacle which has been given you to admire, the joy 

with which it inspires you, the impetus with which it raises you 

up to the Maker of it all, the revelation of the ineffable Being 

through whom he created it—all this is the testimony of heaven 

and earth to which you bear witness when you look at them.

Because he has made every object, because no object is 

greater than he, all his works are as it were within him, as 

though contained in him. If you love what he has made, love 

still more him who has made it all. If the creation is beautiful, 

God who is reflected in it is infinitely more beautiful.1 

 — S T.  A U G U S T I N E

P



ZT hrough the love of the most sublime poverty, the man 

of God prospered and grew rich in holy simplicity. 

Although he certainly possessed nothing of his own in this 

world, he seemed to possess all good things in the very Author 

of this world. With the steady gaze of a dove, that is, the simple 

application and pure consideration of the mind, he referred all 

things to the supreme Artisan and recognized, loved, and praised 

their Maker in all things. It came to pass, by a heavenly gift 

of kindness, that he possessed all things in God and God in all 

things. In consideration of the primal origin of all things, he 

would call all creatures, however insignificant, by the names 

of brother and sister since they come forth with him from the 

one source. He embraced those, however, more tenderly and 

passionately, who portray by a natural likeness the gracious 

gentleness of Christ and exemplify it in the Scriptures. It came 

to pass by a supernatural influx of power that the nature of 

brute animals was moved in some gracious manner toward him. 

Even inanimate things obeyed his command, as if this same holy 

man, so simple and upright, had already returned to the state 

of innocence.2 

 — S T.  B O N A V E N T U R E
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