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Preface

If you're a Bible-believing Christian, you no doubt
know that the Bible is no ordinary book. It is the very
Word of God Himself, which He spoke and then had
recorded, protected, preserved, and compiled for the
benefit of His people. As such, you can know that
every word of the Bible is truth; that you can count on
it as your guide for your life of faith; and that God will
make good on every promise recorded in its pages.

But how did He do it? How did God inspire
people and arrange events so that the words He spoke
through His Holy Spirit were accurately recorded
and compiled, then preserved and passed down from
generation to generation throughout the centuries?

The word amazing doesn’t begin to describe the
process God used to give us His written Word. From
the time the actual writing began, some thirty-five
centuries ago, until now, God has miraculously used
imperfect people to give the world the one perfect
book. God gave people—people He specifically chose
to do the work of bringing forth the books of the
Bible—the words He wanted them to write, then set
in motion the events that led to the compilation and
translation of the sixty-six books we have in the Bible
today.

Though a book that lays out all the details of
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how we got the Bible could easily run to thousands
of pages and include hundreds of names, dates, and
events, this little book gives the reader a briefer, more
concise overview of the people God used and the
events He ordained to give us the most important
book ever written.

This book will first give you snapshot accounts
of the men (and possibly a woman or two) that God
used to record His written Word. From there, it will
tell you how He protected and preserved that written
Word, moved people to compile the books we have
in our Bible today, and made provision for us to have
available a printed copy of that Word in our own
language.

Most Christians have at least a basic grasp of the
message of salvation that is presented throughout the
Bible. Most also have some knowledge of the stories
contained in its pages: from the story of Adam and
Eve, to the account of Israel’s exodus from Egypt,
to the eyewitness testimonies of those who saw the
deeds and heard the acts of Jesus Christ during His
earthly ministry, to the men Jesus chose to spread His
gospel message throughout the world. Comparatively
few, however, understand how the stories, promises,
warnings, and encouragements contained in the Bible
came to be recorded for us to read today.
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As you read through this book—even if you have
a good grasp of the actual contents of the Bible—
you may find yourself saying, “I hadn’t thought of
that before!” But God did! Looking forward from
eternity past, He knew His people would need the
Bible as their handbook for a life of faith, and He
did everything necessary to make sure we, as well as
believers before us and after us, could have access to
everything He has to say about a victorious, growing
life of faith in Him.
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