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			There is an eternal battle going on around all of us, a battle for our souls. How is this battle fought? Where is there safety?

			Author and pastor J. Hamilton Weston believes this battle is crucial and that we need to know what is going on and what God has provided for our protection in this battle. Looking at scripture, Weston discusses the nature of the conflict, who are our enemies, and then takes on what we have on our side in this conflict: God’s armor, God’s protection, God’s promises, and yes, God’s rewards.

			You can’t avoid this conflict. It’s happening around you. But you can be victorious. This book will help guide you to the right path.
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			Introduction

			In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. (John 1:1-5)

			The study of God and His relationship to His creation has been a concern producing great debate since the beginning. As the Apostle John opens his version of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God, he paints the picture of Jesus the Christ, the Holy Son of God, and His divine relationship to the Father. It was difficult considering how to introduce this study on the spiritual battle we face daily. But, we must first be willing to go back to where the story begins and with whom it begins. Why do you think Jesus had to die for you and me? He could have accomplished His victory over evil a thousand other ways, right? As this subject begins to unfold, we will begin to see that there was much more to the story and more overall individuals involved in our battle for eternal life.

			What better place to start than at the beginning. In the gospel according to John the Apostle, beginning in chapter one and verse one, he establishes several things that truly set Jesus apart from any other person born from woman. The vivid description in the first five verses are statements none of which are simple for us to understand. But, to fully comprehend the reach of God’s mercy and grace we must first understand the sacrifice He made for us. The opening verses, like I said, are very vivid descriptions of God in action and Word.

			The Word of God

			The vision we have when we read “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God” is a sense of completeness. The question is “What is the Word and what was it doing at creation?” The place to begin, ironically enough, is at the beginning.

			In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2)

			In the first two verses of Genesis, the writer gives us the initial vision of God’s creation process. He “created” the foundations for everything to sustain life for His new creation, both on earth and the heavens. When God prepared the earth and heavens for His creation, He created it for the refuge of life to grow apart from the battle raging as light and darkness, good and evil fought for reign. But, God created a good and perfect earth and heaven. As He formed the earth, the Spirit of God hovered over the waters.

			God the Father initially created the heavens and earth. Then, God the Holy Spirit hovered over the waters and blessed the creation and prepared it for the establishment of life. As darkness was on the face of the deep, the Spirit of God passed by and brought light into an otherwise pure dark portion of creation. The earth was without form and void because God was molding the heavens and earth into His vision.

			The Light of the World

			Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day. (Genesis 1:3-5)

			The word then entered the picture when God spoke. The first words spoken by God the Father was “Let there be Light.” What do these words have to do with the battle for eternity? Everything! Because when God spoke these words, then light was introduced into the otherwise darkness. The first that one notices that when God spoke, the Word, the Son of God, had entered the picture of creation. Jesus said to His disciples in the gospel of John chapter eight verse twelve, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” Understanding Jesus as the light of the world can help us better see the meaning behind the belief of Jesus as the light that entered the darkness at creation and overtook it by the word of God. The battle began with the creation and introduction of light into an otherwise dark and formless earth and heaven. The first time Jesus was introduced into the big picture of God plan was at creation and there was opposition in the heavens from that point.

			The focus of this study is to attempt to better understand the eternal battle that is raging around everyone every day. The concern for me as a pastor is that my church and those who we are in contact with are looking to Jesus Christ for strength and not leaning on me, the pastor or shepherd, for all their strength and focus. This is because I am but a human like all others and I have faults and I am a sinner saved by the grace of God as they are in their lives. When we focus on all things spiritual, then there is a tendency to forget the mission set before us by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But, if we focus on the physical, we then tend to forget the fact that Jesus has sent the Holy Spirit to be our defender and strength in all things good and bad that effect our daily life.

			As we grow in our relationship with Jesus through the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit, we become stronger the more we lean on Him. The battle not only is outside of us but also rests within us as well as in our reaction to sin. We can blame our misfortune on Satan or say that the devil made me do it, but the truth of the matter is that we have free will and we are created by God the Father to make our own choices. The problem is that we are only calling on Christ to help us in the tough times and we want immediate action. God’s timing is not our timing. Jesus has told us in His word that we need to be strong and very courageous. Are we standing firm in our faith? Do we truly believe that the same Spirit of God that hovered over the waters of the deep and brought light to stand against darkness cannot stand strong with you and me through the battles of life? We do not battle against flesh and blood, even though we see evil all around us. We are warned in scripture concerning this whole concept. Jesus said to His disciples,

			And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.” (Matthew 24:4-8)

			The battles that rage in the heavens are also raging on earth. The earthquakes, great natural disasters, such the most powerful hurricanes, famines, and pestilences are all spoken of in scripture. The end times are nearer now than ever before. The greatest threat has always been in the people of God themselves. The battles in the spiritual realm are real. In Matthew, Jesus is telling His disciples that you must be ready to stand firm always, not only in the times that you can visually witness. He tells them that these signs will only be the beginning. How the Christian chooses to respond to those demanding situations is what determines the true reflection and power of Christ in the life of the believer.

			In the passages in Matthew, Jesus is teaching His disciples about preparedness and readiness for the coming end times. I believe that all that occurs on earth is occurring in the heavens. The wars and rumors of wars and devastation is occurring in the spiritual realm. The battle is for the souls of humanity. It will not end until one has destroyed the other. The beauty of the story is that the ending has already been determined by God the Father. The Son will make the final strike and the forces of evil will be destroyed. We have read the end of the book. It is truth and we as Christians who believe it, should live in that hope.

			Our Mighty Commander of the Heavenly Hosts

			Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. (Revelation 19:11-13)

			In whom does your hope rest? When you read this chapter from the Book of Revelation to the Apostle John, what do you see? As powerful as Satan may be in his own right, there is no comparison to the power and glory of the Son of God. Notice the language in these verses. The Son of God will not direct the host from His throne in heaven. He will lead the charge against the dragon and his armies. He will defeat him and the evil that follows after him. We, as believers of Jesus Christ and who follow His commands, must be prepared to fight and stand the ground for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ. In verse eleven of chapter nine, the Son of God, the one riding on the white horse, judges and makes war in righteousness. The devil cannot stand against the pure righteousness of God in His Son. Our hope is in the mighty Son of God!

			Close your eyes and visualize the picture being painted for you. The earth is trembling with great excitement and anticipation. You look and are awe struck by the sight of the sky opening beyond a clear day to see the heavens open with a great white light and the sound of the trumpets of heaven sounding. The only thing on your mind is to fall on your face because you are not sure what is happening. You strain to look up to the sky to the white horse riding from the heavens and your spirit reacts to the sight of the one who is sitting on the horse. He is glory, Truth, and Faithfulness in its purest form. Countless white horses and those riding are clothed in white robes, so white it is indescribable. You suddenly realize your unworthiness to witness such an amazing sight. The One on the white horse leading the charge has eyes of flames and His robe is dipped in blood. His name is called the Word of God!

			What a glorious picture our minds should display. Then, why do we not live with that visual before us? Do we truly realize that Jesus is the Son of God and is ready with the hosts of heaven to defeat Satan whenever God the Father gives the Word?

			The focus of this study is to make awareness of the spiritual war that is taking place around you. Also, the study should prayerfully have you to stand strong and be very courageous in your faith because our deliverance draws very near. Many people, even the elite Christians, are oblivious of the spiritual war raging around every moment of every day. The spiritual realm does not sleep or take vacations or even breaks, but it is a continuous war that is raging for the souls of humanity. God created Man in His own image, but Free Will is the Gift of God that was used against first of His creation and it is that gift is bringing its salvation. Read this prayerfully and search the scriptures diligently for yourself and know that the Word is Truth.

			And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. (Revelation 19:19-21)

			The defeat of the armies of the Satan is already complete, it just must play out in time. So, when you read the end of the book of Revelation there is a sense of completion that is secure in real time for our faith. Pray, study, believe and know that the war is won, and we are victorious! Is this not the completion of our faith in Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords? I pray that there will be a better understanding of the big picture and hopefully it will answer some questions that you may have concerning why things happen in your life. Be prepared! Your deliverance draws near!
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			The Invincible Obedient

			And He will deliver their kings into your hand, and you will destroy their name from under heaven; no one shall be able to stand against you until you have destroyed them. You shall burn the carved images of their gods with fire; you shall not covet the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an abomination to the Lord your God. (Deuteronomy 7:24-25)

			God has given Moses specific instructions for conquering the giants in the land. In all of this, He also gives the people the incentive for success. There is no better motivational tool than to know that God is leading the armies to fight for you. Life is hard enough on your own without having your life and the lives of others be destroyed. God, in His infinite mercies and grace, send specific commands to carry out for the Israelites to be successful in conquering the land of Canaan. The commands told the people that if they would follow the Lord God and look to Him for everything, then He will hand all the armies of your enemies and the land they possessed into the hands of Israel. The Lord God fulfills everything that He has promised.

			God said that He would deliver your enemies in your hands and you will destroy their name from under heaven. The last statement is very intentional and final. He said that you will destroy even their name from under heaven. This means that even the mention of their names will be erased from the record of heaven. God is not just defeating and turning them over to Israel, He is destroying the enemies and erasing them from memory. A permanent destruction, wow! This is the God that stands and fights for us. Who stands and fights with us and has our backs and strengthens us when it is needed.

			The conditions set by God are not difficult to accomplish, but for a people who were immersed in the pagan cultures of the day, it becomes a great challenge to overcome. He also tells them to not only destroy the carved images but to burn them with fire. God wants the people to witness that God is the only god and there are none mightier than He. Fire is visually symbolic of purification. When He tells them to burn the idols and carved images with fire, it is part of the purification of the people. It is final when they see their idols burned to dust and ashes. The temptation of wealth was and is a true problem not only for the Israelites but for anyone who acquires wealth when it is not God ordained. 

			For example, in chapter seven of Joshua, it only took the sin of one person to bring defeat on the whole nation. Israel was not only defeated at Ai, but thirty-six men were truck down and the remainder of the three thousand soldiers were chased as far as Shebarim. Achan had charged into the city of Ai with the others. When he saw the royal robes, the gold and the silver, Achan coveted them and took them for himself and hid them in his tent in the ground. God told Joshua that all of Israel had sinned, but it was the sin of one man that caused their destruction. God was making a point. If you are going into the war with God, let Him call the commands and you follow them. It is simple. Achan learned a hard lesson, but he learned it with his life. The Israelites, by law, were ordered to stone him, his family, servants and anyone associated with him to death. He also ordered them to burn all his possessions to demonstrate to the people that they should be focusing and following the Lord God and no other gods. It is amazing to see the commitment in a people who experience the consequences of disobedience to the Lord God.

			The message was received, as it should have been, with fear and trembling of the Lord God of Israel. The message was clear. If they follow the Lord God of Israel and follow his commands, then all the things promised by Him will be fulfilled. If you choose your own path, then the consequences are death eternal. How does this help your perception of the battle for eternity? Can you be invincible? Yes! But only through obedience and faithfulness to the Lord God. He said that obedience is better than sacrifice. Sacrifice can be a one-time experience in some cases, but obedience must be your life.

			God’s Promise to deliver and protect

			No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. (Joshua 1:5-6)

			When the Christian believer attempts to battle the darkness and evil of the world alone, they stumble and fall. Mostly, they will drift away from the Lord for assorted reasons and, more precisely, excuses. The beauty of the walk with the Lord is that He is merciful and forgiving even as we are running away from Him. The greatest joy that is brought to the Lord Jesus is obedience. The whole notion of obedience brings with it the understanding that with it we can move mountains. That right! You are probably thinking, “I thought that if we had faith of a mustard seed then we could move mountains.” True. Jesus said that in His teachings to the disciples. But, consider this. Apart from obedience, faith is just belief. The faith in the fact that Jesus will accomplish what He said He would do and acting on it. This is the true idea behind obedience. We trust the Lord Jesus enough to act on what He says He will do, that is faith acting in obedience. Joshua had faith in the promise of God. He said that “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life.” The Lord God has proven Himself time and again to His faithfulness to His Word. He will fulfill His promises, but in His time.

			God had never given Joshua reason to doubt Him. He had been at Moses’ side the whole of his time with God and experienced God in person. Moses walked with God, but he was flawed, as all people are before a holy God. God is telling Joshua to trust Him in faith. He is calling him to lead the people of Israel in obedience to His call and His Word and He will deliver the nations into his hands. No man will stand before him, if he acts in obedience to the call of God. The next part of verse five reinforces the previous. He says that “I will not leave you nor forsake you.” This is the promise given to us today. Three thousand five hundred years later, after Joshua conquered Canaan by the hand of God, we have the same hand of God delivering us in the battles we face with the giants in our lives. We can be invincible in our obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ and He will never leave us or forsake us. He will also lead us through our battle against the giants we face in life to victory. This should be words of comfort and strength for us all. We are not in the battle alone. The Creator of all things and the incarnate Word and Son of God is our power and strength. So, go into the battle with boldness, faith and confidence.

			Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. (Joshua 1:7-8)

			The life of the believer is a life of many battles. But, to win the war, you must fight one battle at a time with obedience and faith in the Lord Jesus and His commands. As the Apostle Paul says, we must stay the course and finish the race to reach the promised glory. The Lord God is telling Joshua and the people of Israel to have faith and trust in Him and observe His law and everything will be given to them as promised. This is a simple condition, but it is difficult for even those who witnessed God first hand. We look at the whole picture in the recliner at our homes in our comfortable translations of the scripture and raise the question, “how can they be so dull? How can they not be faithful and obedient to God? He was there! They heard Him and saw what they could see. The statement in verse eight set in place the fulfillment of God’s promise to the people. He said that He would make their way prosperous. Even though they would not be allowed to take anything from some of the cities, in the end they would prosper. They would prosper as a nation in lands, as a people and spiritually. Following God’s law and acting in obedience to His commands, you will have good success.

			Joshua knew that the Lord God would make good on His word to His people. So, Joshua had no problem with faith and obedience. It was the people. Imagine how difficult it would be to have over a million people agree on and stand behind one thing. In churches today, it is next to impossible to have two or more agree on anything, even though we are commanded to do it. Joshua was successful when he conquered Canaan, except for the incident at Ai with Achan. But, even that act of disobedience was a lesson learned for the people of Israel. They knew from that point forward that obedience made for a much greater success than disobedience. Every city that Joshua and the Israelites conquered, if they followed God’s plan they were successful. If they altered it in any way, their destruction was imminent. Is it possible to be an invincible obedient follower of Jesus Christ? Absolutely! Is it easy to do? By no means! But, we are given the encouraging words found in the Book of Joshua to give us strength. We also stand strong because we an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

			Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9)

			The Lord has commanded us to be strong and very courageous in the spiritual battles that confront us in our everyday lives. If we do not believe that spiritual warfare real, just look at the news and on the internet. Look in our own communities and the rise in crime. The end is near and we as Christians must take every moment of our day seriously spiritually. Meditate even more in the Word of God, pray and seek the face of the Lord Jesus while He can be found. The amazing thing about God is that He is with us wherever we go. The end of verse nine is confirmation of this and should build our faith to serve our Lord in spirit and truth.

			Found in approaching God in prayer

			For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— (Ephesians 3:14-18)

			The greatest defense we have in the war for our souls is prayer. Not just any flippant prayer but true spiritual prayer from the heart. If you know Paul’s history, you will note that he is a powerful man of God and that prayer is the cornerstone of his strength. Prayer is the strength in the relationship that we develop with the Lord Jesus Christ. Notice the way he prays for the Ephesian church. He looks to the glory and majesty of the Lord God for strength. The Ephesian church during Paul’s time was strong and growing. Paul was very faithful in his obedience to the Lord and in many accounts, he was, it seemed, invincible. Despite persecution, Paul was faithful to fulfill every task the Lord Jesus Christ called him to do, regardless of the cost.

			His prayer was for the people of God to be faithful and have the same confidence that he had in them and in the Lord Jesus Christ. First, he prayed that they would be strengthened with might through the Holy Spirit active in their lives. Are we actively pursuing the power of God through obedience in the Lord? Next, he prayed that Christ would dwell in their hearts. This is something that is lacking in the Christian’s life today. When Christ dwells in your heart, He is continually at the forefront of your life. Everything you do, say and even think should be focused on Christ and Him alone. The only way we can do this is through true faith in Christ. All of this is so they will be rooted and grounded in love. But, not just any love. The love of God. The love that nailed Jesus, the Son of God, on that wretched cross for our sins. If we do this, then we will truly understand the whole spectrum of God’s grace and mercy.

			To know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:19)

			The experience of God’s love is known through the love of Christ and His sacrifice which passes all knowledge. I find that interesting because I am one who has studied for years in academics concerning Biblical and theological understandings. But, even with a research Masters in Historical Theology, I am drawn to the basics of scripture and the teachings of my Lord Jesus Christ and His love to give me strength in times of trials. He said that through the love of Christ you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Wow! Amazing love, how can it be? My Savior will love a wretch like me. We do not understand even a fraction of the love God the Father has for us. But, we can be obedient. Through full obedience to God and His call, we are reflecting the love of Christ in obedience and in this we are invincible. I do not know everything or presume to have all the answers to anything Biblical or otherwise, but it is through the power and knowledge in the Holy Spirit that I am guided in everyday life and experiences. Praise the Lord for His most marvelous gift!

			“Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.” (John 16:7-11)

			The desire to be invincible is a natural human desire from childhood.
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