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  Preface

  The idea for writing The Big Book of Special Education Resources first came to us when we were looking for a comprehensive information source for members in The American Academy of Special Education Professional (AASEP) The National Association of Special Education Teachers (NASET), and The National Association of Parents With Children in Special Education (NAPCSE). As officers in all three organizations, we were looking for one particular resource book where we could find all necessary information for both parents and professionals in the field of special education. Nothing that we read seemed to have all the information in one all-inclusive directory.

  That set us on a mission to write a practical, useful, and helpful book of special education resources. We interviewed numerous parents and professionals to find out what they would want in a comprehensive book of information on disabilities and special education. After months of research, we narrowed down areas that came up consistently as ones that were “absolutely necessary” for this type of book to be a practical resource tool.

  The Big Book of Special Education Resources is subsequently broken down into 5 sections. Each section is alphabetized, A-Z, for your convenience.

  We hope you find this book to be a tremendously valuable resource guide. It was designed to meet your everyday needs and help you in doing research in all areas of special education.

  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

  In the course of writing this book, we have encountered many professional and outstanding sites. It has been our experience that those resources have contributed and continue to contribute enormous information, support, guidance, and education to parents, students, and professionals in the area of special education. Although we have accessed many worthwhile sites, we would especially like to thank and acknowledge the National Dissemination Center for Children and Youths With Disabilities (NICHCY). NICHCY is the center that provides information to the nation on disabilities in children and youth; programs and services for infants, children, and youth with disabilities; IDEA, the nation’s special education law; No Child Left Behind, the nation’s general education law; and research-based information on effective practices for children with disabilities. Its professional resources were critical to making this book a comprehensive information source for parents and professionals.

  We both extend sincere thanks to Kylee Liegl at Corwin Press. Her constant encouragement and professionalism made this project a very worthwhile and rewarding experience.

  I, Dr. George Giuliani, extend sincere thanks to all of my colleagues at Hofstra University in the School of Education and Allied Human Services. I am especially grateful to those who have made my transition to Hofstra University such a smooth one, including Dr. Penelope J. Haile (Associate Dean), Dr. Daniel Sciarra (Chairperson), Dr. Frank Bowe, Dr. Diane Schwartz (Graduate Program Director of Special Education), Dr. Darra Pace, Dr. Gloria Wilson, Dr. Laurie Johnson, Dr. Joan Bloomgarden, Dr. Tai Chang, Dr. Jamie Mitus, Dr. Estelle Gellman, Dr. Joseph Lechowicz, Dr. Ron McLean, Adele Piombino, Marjorie Butler, Eve Byrne, Sherrie Basile, and Linda Cappa.

  I would also like to thank my brother and sister, Roger and Claudia, mother-in-law, Ursula Jenkeleit, sisters-in-law, Karen and Cindy, brothers-in-law, Robert and Bob, and grandfather, all of whom have provided me with the encouragement and reinforcement in all of my personal and professional endeavors.

  I, Dr. Roger Pierangelo, extend thanks to the faculty, administration, and staff in the Department of Graduate Special Education and Literacy at Long Island University; the students and parents of the Herricks Public Schools that I have worked with and known over the past twenty-eight years; the late Bill Smyth, a truly gifted and “extraordinary ordinary” man; Helen Firestone, for her influence on his career and tireless support of him; and Ollie Simmons, for her friendship, loyalty, and great personality.
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  National Disability Resources

  CLEARINGHOUSES

  Center on Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports

  1761 Alder Street

  1235 University of Oregon

  Eugene, OR 97403-5262

  (541) 346-2505

  E-mail: pbis@oregon.uoregon.edu

  Web: www.pbis.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The Center has been established by the Office of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education, to give schools capacity-building information and technical assistance for identifying, adapting, and sustaining effective schoolwide disciplinary practices. The Center operates as a consortium of researchers, advocates, family members, teacher educators, professional association leaders, and model developers and receives guidance from an external evaluation team. A network of researchers has been established to provide feedback on Center-related products and activities, receive and disseminate Center-related products and information, and participate in Center-sponsored events.

  Clearinghouse on Disability Information

  Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services

  Communication and Media Services

  Room 3132, Switzer Building

  330 C Street SW

  Washington, DC 20202-2524

  (202) 205-8241 (Voice/TTY)

  The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) is committed to improving results and outcomes for people with disabilities of all ages. In supporting President Bush’s No Child Left Behind agenda and the New Freedom Initiative, OSERS provides a wide array of supports to parents and individuals, school districts, and states in three main areas: special education, vocational rehabilitation, and research.

  DB-LINK

  National Information Clearinghouse on Children Who Are Deaf-Blind

  345 N. Monmouth Avenue

  Monmouth, OR 97361

  (800) 438-9376 (Voice); (800) 854-7013 (TTY)

  E-mail: info@nationaldb.org

  Web: https://nationaldb.org/

  Materials available in Spanish

  DB-LINK’s extensive resources and personalized service are available to anyone needing information about or for deaf-blind children. Its goal is to help parents, teachers, and others by providing them with information to foster the skills, strategies, and confidence necessary to nurture and empower deaf-blind children. DB-LINK is a federally funded service that identifies, coordinates, and disseminates information related to children and youth from birth through 21 years of age, at no cost.

  ERIC Clearinghouse on Disabilities and Gifted Education

  Council for Exceptional Children

  (Project is no longer in operation, but a substantial Web site of disability-related materials is still available)

  Web: http://ericec.org

  The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) has been the largest international professional organization dedicated to improving educational outcomes for individuals with exceptionalities, students with disabilities, and the gifted. CEC has advocated for appropriate governmental policies, has set professional standards, provided continual professional development, advocated for newly and historically underserved individuals with exceptionalities, and helped professionals obtain conditions and resources necessary for effective professional practice.

  ERIC System

  Educational Resources Information Center

  (800) 538-3742

  Web: http://eric.ed.gov

  The Education Resources Information Center (ERIC) is a digital library of education-related resources sponsored by the Institute of Education Sciences of the U.S. Department of Education. ERIC’s mission is to provide a comprehensive, easy-to-use, searchable, Internet-based bibliographic and full-text database of education research and information that also meets the requirements of the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002. A fundamental goal for ERIC’s future is to increase the availability and quality of research and information for educators, researchers, and the general public.

  Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Center for Excellence

  Center for Substance Abuse Prevention

  Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

  E-mail: fasdcenter1@ngc.com

  Web: http://www.fascenter.samhsa.gov/

  Fetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASD) is an umbrella term describing the range of effects that can occur in an individual whose mother drank alcohol during pregnancy. These effects may include physical, mental, behavioral, and learning disabilities, with possible lifelong implications. It refers to conditions such as fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS), fetal alcohol effects (FAE), alcohol-related neurodevelopmental disorder (ARND), and alcohol-related birth defects (ARBD). Each year, as many as 40,000 babies are born with FASD, costing the nation about $4 billion.

  Genetic and Rare Diseases Information Center

  P.O. Box 8126

  Gaithersburg, MD 20898-8126

  (888) 205-2311 (Voice); (888) 205-3223 (TTY)

  E-mail: gardinfo@nih.gov

  Web: http://rarediseases.info.nih.gov/

  The goals of the Genetic and Rare Diseases Information Center, also known as the Office of Rare Diseases (ORD) are to stimulate and coordinate research on rare diseases and to support research to respond to the needs of patients who have any one of the more than 6,000 rare diseases known today. To leverage its resources, stimulate rare diseases research activities, and foster collaboration, ORD works with National Institutes of Health (NIH) Institutes or Centers to support grants, programs, conferences, workshops, information, and activities.

  HEATH Resource Center (National Clearinghouse on Postsecondary Education for Individuals with Disabilities)

  The George Washington University

  2121 K Street NW, Suite 220

  Washington, DC 20037

  (800) 544-3284 (V/TTY); (202) 973-0904

  E-mail: askheath@heath.gwu.edu

  Web: www.heath.gwu.edu

  The HEATH Resource Center of The George Washington University, Graduate School of Education and Human Development, is the national clearinghouse on postsecondary education for individuals with disabilities. Support from the U.S. Department of Education enables the clearinghouse to serve as an information exchange about educational support services, policies, procedures, adaptations, and opportunities at UNITED STATES campuses, vocational and technical schools, and other postsecondary training entities.

  Health Resources and Services Administration Information Center (for publications and resources on health care services for low-income, uninsured individuals and those with special health care needs)

  Health Resources and Services Administration

  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

  Parklawn Building, 5600 Fishers Lane

  Rockville, MD 20857

  (888) 275-4772

  E-mail Web Form: http://www.hrsa.gov/about/contact/hrsahelp.aspx

  Web: http://www.hrsa.gov/index.html

  Publications available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) provides national leadership, program resources, and services needed to improve access to culturally competent, quality health care. HRSA envisions optimal health for all, supported by a health care system that assures access to comprehensive, culturally competent, quality care.

  Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center and Clearinghouse

  KDES PAS-6

  800 Florida Avenue, NE

  Washington, DC 20002-3695

  (202) 651-5051 (V/TTY)

  E-mail: infotogo@gallaudet.edu

  Web: http://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/InfoToGo

  The Clerc Center has been mandated by Congress to develop, evaluate, and disseminate innovative curricula, instructional techniques and strategies, and materials to improve the quality of education for deaf and hard of hearing children and youth from birth through age 21.

  National Center on Secondary Education and Transition

  University of Minnesota

  6 Pattee Hall, 150 Pillsbury Drive SE

  Minneapolis, MN 55455

  (612) 624-2097

  E-mail: ncset@umn.edu

  Web: www.ncset.org

  The National Center on Secondary Education and Transition (NCSET) was established to create opportunities for youth with disabilities to achieve successful futures. NCSET provides technical assistance and disseminates information focused on four major areas of national significance for youth with disabilities and their families. The four areas are

  1.   Providing students with disabilities with improved access and success in the secondary education curriculum

  2.   Ensuring that students achieve positive postschool results in accessing postsecondary education, meaningful employment, independent living, and participation in all aspects of community life

  3.   Supporting student and family participation in educational and postschool decision making and planning

  4.   Improving collaboration and system linkages at all levels through the development of broad-based partnerships and networks at the national, state, and local levels

  National Digestive Diseases Information Clearinghouse

  Two Information Way

  Bethesda, MD 20892

  (800) 891-5389; (301) 654-3810

  E-mail Web Form: http://digestive.niddk.nih.gov/about/contact.htm

  Web: http://digestive.niddk.nih.gov/about/index.htm

  Materials available in Spanish

  The National Digestive Diseases Information Clearinghouse (NDDIC) was established in 1980 to increase knowledge and understanding about digestive diseases among people with these conditions and their families, health care professionals, and the general public. To carry out this mission, NDDIC works closely with a coordinating panel of representatives from federal agencies, voluntary organizations on the national level, and professional groups to identify and respond to informational needs about digestive diseases.

  National Health Information Center

  P.O. Box 1133

  Washington, DC 20013-1133

  (800) 336-4797; (301) 565-4167

  E-mail: info@nhic.org

  Web: www.health.gov/nhic/

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Health Information Center (NHIC) is a health information referral service. NHIC puts health professionals and consumers who have health questions in touch with those organizations that are best able to provide answers. The Health Information Resource Database includes 1,400 organizations and government offices that provide health information upon request. Entries include contact information, short abstracts, and information about publications and services the organizations provide.

  National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases Information Clearinghouse

  1 AMS Circle

  Bethesda, MD 20892-3675

  (877) 226-4267; (301) 495-4484 (Voice)

  (301) 565-2966 (TTY)

  E-mail: NIAMSinfo@mail.nih.gov

  Web: www.niams.nih.gov

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The mission of the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases is to support research into the causes, treatment, and prevention of arthritis and musculoskeletal and skin diseases, the training of basic and clinical scientists to carry out this research, and the dissemination of information on research progress in these diseases.

  National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke

  NIH Neurological Institute

  P.O. Box 5801

  Bethesda, MD 20824

  (800) 352-9424; (301) 496-5751; (301) 468-5981(TTY)

  E-mail Web Form: http://www.ninds.nih.gov/contact_us.htm

  Web: www.ninds.nih.gov

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) conducts and supports research on brain and nervous system disorders. The mission of NINDS is to reduce the burden of neurological disease—a burden borne by every age group, by every segment of society, by people all over the world.

  National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders Clearinghouse

  31 Center Drive, MCS 2320

  Bethesda, MD 20892-3456

  (800) 241-1044 (V); (800) 241-1055 (TTY)

  E-mail: nidcdinfo@nidcd.nih.gov

  Web: www.nidcd.nih.gov

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD) is one of the institutes that compose the National Institutes of Health (NIH). NIH is the Federal government’s focal point for the support of biomedical research. Its mission is to uncover new knowledge that will lead to better health for everyone. Simply described, the goal of NIH research is to acquire new knowledge to help prevent, detect, diagnose, and treat disease and disability.

  National Institute on Mental Health

  Public Inquiries

  6001 Executive Boulevard, Room 8184

  MSC 9663

  Bethesda, MD 20892-9663

  (866) 615-6464; (301) 443-4513 (V) (301) 443-8431 (TTY)

  E-mail: nimhinfo@nih.gov

  Web: http://www.nimh.nih.gov/index.shtml

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Institute on Mental Health’s (NIMH) mission is to reduce the burden of mental illness and behavioral disorders through research on mind, brain, and behavior. This public health mandate demands that powerful scientific tools be harnessed to achieve better understanding, treatment, and eventually, prevention of these disabling conditions that affect millions of Americans.

  National Organization for Rare Disorders

  P.O. Box 1968

  Danbury, CT 06813-1968

  (800) 999-6673; (203) 744-0100 (Voice)

  (203) 797-9590 (TTY)

  E-mail: orphan@rarediseases.org

  Web: www.rarediseases.org

  The National Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD), a 501(c)3 organization, is a unique federation of voluntary health organizations dedicated to helping people with rare “orphan” diseases and assisting the organizations that serve them. NORD is committed to the identification, treatment, and cure of rare disorders through programs of education, advocacy, research, and service.

  National Rehabilitation Information Center

  4200 Forbes Boulevard, Suite 202

  Lanham, MD 20706

  (800) 346-2742; (301) 459-5900 (301) 459-5984 (TTY)

  E-mail: naricinfo@heitechservices.com

  Web: www.naric.com

  The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NARIC) is one of three components of the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) at the U.S. Department of Education. NIDRR operates in concert with the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) and the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP).

  It is the mission of NIDRR to generate, disseminate, and promote new knowledge to improve the options available to disabled persons. The ultimate goal is to allow these individuals to perform their regular activities in the community and to bolster society’s ability to provide full opportunities and appropriate supports for its disabled citizens.

  Research and Training Center on Family Support and Children’s Mental Health, Portland State University

  P.O. Box 751

  Portland, OR 97207-0751

  (503) 725-4040 (Voice); (503) 725-4165 (TTY)

  E-mail: gordon1@pdx.edu

  Web: www.rtc.pdx.edu/

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Research and Training Center on Family Support and Children’s Mental Health was established in 1984 at Portland State University, Portland, Oregon, with funding from the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), U.S. Department of Education, and the Center for Mental Health Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Center is dedicated to promoting effective community-based, culturally competent, family-centered services for families and their children who are or may be affected by mental, emotional, or behavioral disorders. This goal is accomplished through collaborative research partnerships with family members, service providers, policy makers, and other concerned persons.

  Research and Training Center on Independent Living

  University of Kansas

  4089 Dole Building, 1000 Sunnyside Ave.

  Lawrence, KS 66045-7555

  (785) 864-4095 (Voice); (785) 864-0706 (TTY)

  E-mail: rtcil@ku.edu

  Web: www.rtcil.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The Research and Training Center on Independent Living (RTC/IL) is made up of a team of people who are committed to research and training to enhance independent living for people with disabilities. Staff members work on projects that both interest them and address a need in the field. A project might be the sole activity under a grant; however, multiple projects are commonly funded under larger or “center” grants. Projects bridge local, state, and national levels.

  DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS

  Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

  3417 Volta Place NW

  Washington, DC 20007

  (202) 337-5220 (Voice); (202) 337-5221 (TTY)

  E-mail: info@agbell.org

  Web: www.agbell.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (AG Bell) is a lifelong resource, support network, and advocate for listening, learning, talking, and living independently with hearing loss. Through publications, outreach, training, scholarships and financial aid, AG Bell promotes the use of spoken language and hearing technology.

  Alliance for Technology Access

  2175 East Francisco Boulevard, Suite L

  San Rafael, CA 94901

  (800) 455-7970; (415) 455-4575 (Voice)

  (415) 455-0491 (TTY)

  E-mail: atainfo@ataccess.org

  Web: www.ataccess.org

  The mission of the Alliance for Technology Access (ATA) is to increase the use of technology by children and adults with disabilities and functional limitations. The ATA is a growing national network of technology resource centers, organizations, individuals, and companies. ATA encourages and facilitates the empowerment of people with disabilities to participate fully in their communities.

  The American Academy of Special Education Professionals (AASEP)

  1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 300

  Washington, DC, 20004

  (800) 754-4421

  E-mail: contactus@aasep.org

  Web: http://www.aasep.org/

  The American Academy of Special Education Professionals (AASEP) is a national professional association that seeks to meet a critical need for many of America’s special education professionals. AASEP develops and promotes professional excellence through the support of professionals who provide services to children with special needs. It seeks to help professionals stay abreast of current issues that are shaping the field, affecting the lives of students, and influencing professional careers. AASEP is committed to standards of excellence and innovation in educational research, practice, and policy. AASEP works to enhance professional practice for professionals in special education and to build public support for high-quality special education programs.

  American Brain Tumor Association

  2720 River Road

  Des Moines, IA 60018

  (847) 827-9910; (800) 886-2282 (Patient Services)

  E-mail: info@abta.org

  Web: www.abta.org/

  One publication in Spanish

  The American Brain Tumor Association is a not-for-profit, independent organization. Not affiliated with any one institution, it serves individuals globally and awards funds to researchers throughout the United States and Canada. The Association exists to eliminate brain tumors through research and to meet the needs of brain tumor patients and their families.

  American Council of the Blind

  1155 15th Street NW, Suite 1004

  Washington, DC 20005

  (800) 424-8666; (202) 467-5081

  E-mail: info@acb.org

  Web: www.acb.org

  The American Council of the Blind is the nation’s leading membership organization of blind and visually impaired people. It was founded in 1961 and incorporated in the District of Columbia. The Council strives to improve the well-being of all blind and visually impaired people by serving as a representative national organization of blind people; elevating the social, economic and cultural levels of blind people; improving educational and rehabilitation facilities and opportunities; cooperating with the public and private institutions and organizations concerned with blind services; encouraging and assisting all blind persons to develop their abilities; and conducting a public education program to promote greater understanding of blindness and the capabilities of blind people.

  American Foundation for the Blind

  11 Penn Plaza, Suite 300

  New York, NY 10001

  (800) 232-5463; (212) 502-7662 (TTY)

  E-mail: afbinfo@afb.net

  Web: www.afb.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)—the organization to which Helen Keller devoted her life—is a national nonprofit whose mission is to ensure that the ten million U.S. residents who are blind or visually impaired enjoy the same rights and opportunities as other citizens. The American Foundation for the Blind promotes wide-ranging, systemic change by addressing the most critical issues facing the growing blind and visually impaired population—employment, independent living, literacy, and technology. In addition to its New York City headquarters, AFB maintains four national centers in cities across the United States and a Governmental Relations office in Washington, DC.

  American Occupational Therapy Association

  4720 Montgomery Lane

  P.O. Box 31220

  Bethesda, MD 20824-1220

  (301) 652-2682 (Voice); (800) 377-8555 (TTY)

  Web: www.aota.org

  The American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) is the nationally recognized professional association of approximately 35,000 occupational therapists, occupational therapy assistants, and students of occupational therapy. AOTA advances the quality, availability, use, and support of occupational therapy through standard setting, advocacy, education, and research on behalf of its members and the public. The contributions of occupational therapy to health, wellness, productivity, and the quality of life are widely used, understood, and valued by society.

  American Physical Therapy Association

  1111 North Fairfax Street

  Alexandria, VA 22314

  (800) 999-2782; (703) 684-2782 (Voice)

  (703) 683-6748 (TTY)

  E-mail: practice@apta.org

  Web: www.apta.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) is a national professional organization representing more than 63,000 members. Its goal is to foster advancements in physical therapy practice, research, and education.

  American Society for Deaf Children

  P.O. Box 3355

  Gettysburg, PA 17325

  (800) 942-2732; (717) 334-7922 (V/TTY)

  E-mail: ASDC1@aol.com

  Web: www.deafchildren.org

  The American Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) is a national organization of families and professionals committed to education and empowering and supporting parents and families to create opportunities for their children who are deaf and hard of hearing in gaining meaningful and full communication access in their homes, schools, and communities, particularly through the competent use of sign language.

  American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

  10801 Rockville Pike

  Rockville, MD 20852

  (800) 498-2071 (V/TTY); (301) 571-0457 (TTY)

  E-mail: actioncenter@asha.org

  Web: www.asha.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) is the professional, scientific, and credentialing association for more than 115,000 members and affiliates who are audiologists; speech-language pathologists; and speech, language, and hearing scientists. Its mission is ”To promote the interests of and provide the highest quality services for professionals in audiology, speech-language pathology, and speech and hearing science, and to advocate for people with communication disabilities.”

  American Syringomyelia Alliance Project

  P.O. Box 1586

  Longview, TX 75606-1586

  (800) 272-7282; (903) 236-7079

  E-mail: info@asap.org

  Web: www.asap.org

  The American Syringomyelia Alliance Project, Inc. (ASAP), is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3), member-supported organization chartered in May 1988. Don and Barbara White started ASAP as a grassroots organization in their spare bedroom due to the frustration they encountered when Barbara was first diagnosed. Since then, ASAP has become a nationwide support group serving thousands and sending tens of thousands of information packages.

  American Therapeutic Recreation Association

  1414 Prince Street, Suite 204

  Alexandria, VA 22314

  (703) 683-9420

  E-mail: atra@atra-tr.org

  Web: www.atra-tr.org

  The American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA) is the largest national membership organization representing the interests and needs of recreational therapists. Recreational therapists are health care providers using recreational therapy interventions for improved functioning of individuals with illness or disabling conditions. ATRA was incorporated in the District of Columbia in 1984 as a nonprofit, grassroots organization in response to growing concern about the dramatic changes in the health care industry.

  Angelman Syndrome Foundation

  414 Plaza Drive, Suite 209

  Westmont, IL 60559

  (800) 432-6435; (630) 734-9267

  E-mail: info@angelman.org

  Web: www.angelman.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The Angelman Syndrome Foundation (ASF) is a national organization of families, caregivers, and professionals who care about those with Angelman syndrome. It is a member organization of the International Angelman Syndrome Organization (IASO).

  As described in its by-laws, ASF’s mission is to advance the awareness and treatment of Angelman syndrome through education and information, research, and support for individuals with Angelman syndrome, their families, and other concerned parties.

  Anxiety Disorders Association of America

  8730 Georgia Avenue, Suite 600

  Silver Spring, MD 20910

  (240) 485-1001

  E-mail: AnxDis@adaa.org

  Web: www.adaa.org

  The Anxiety Disorders Association of America (ADAA) is the only national, nonprofit, membership organization dedicated to informing the public, healthcare professionals, and legislators that anxiety disorders are real, serious, and treatable. ADAA promotes the early diagnosis, treatment, and cure of anxiety disorders and is committed to improving the lives of the people who suffer from them.

  The Arc (formerly the Association for Retarded Citizens of the U.S.)

  1010 Wayne Avenue, Suite 650

  Silver Spring, MD 20910

  (301) 565-3842

  E-mail: Info@thearc.org

  Web: www.thearc.org

  The Arc is the national organization of and for people with mental retardation and related developmental disabilities, and their families. It is devoted to promoting and improving supports and services for people with mental retardation and their families. The association also fosters research and education regarding the prevention of mental retardation in infants and young children.

  ARCH National Respite Network and Resource Center

  Chapel Hill Training-Outreach Project

  800 Eastowne Drive, Suite 105

  Chapel Hill, NC 27514

  (800) 773-5433 (National Respite Locator Service)

  Web: www.archrespite.org

  Chapel Hill Training-Outreach Project (CHTOP) is a national provider of training and technical assistance services and audiovisual and print materials, as well as a provider of direct services to families and children, such as Head Start. CHTOP was established in 1969 with funding from the federal government as part of the nation’s earliest attempts to provide educational services to young children with disabilities.

  Asperger Syndrome Coalition of the United States

  This group has joined forces with MAAP Services for Autism and Asperger Syndrome.

  Autism Coalition

  181 Westchester Avenue, 3rd Floor

  Port Chester, NY 10573

  (914) 935-1462

  Web: http://www.autismcoalition.org/

  The Autism Coalition works with and supports national, state, and local organizations working to accelerate biomedical and applied research to find the causes of autism to lead to a cure.

  Autism Information Center

  Web: http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/index.html

  The Autism Information Center is part of the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, Centers for Disease Control.

  Autism National Committee

  Autism National Committee

  P.O. Box 6175

  North Plymouth, MA 02362-6175

  (781) 648-1813

  Web: www.autcom.org

  The Autism National Committee is an advocacy organization dedicated to “Social Justice for All Citizens with Autism” through a shared vision and a commitment to positive approaches. It was founded in 1990 to protect and advance the human rights and civil rights of all persons with autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorder, and related differences of communication and behavior.

  Autism-PDD Resources Network

  Autism-PDD.net

  P.O. Box 1596

  Pleasonton, CA 94566

  Web: www.autism-pdd.net/

  Autism Society of America

  7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 300

  Bethesda, MD 20814-3015

  (800) 328-8476; (301) 657-0881

  E-mail: info@autism-society.org

  Web: www.autism-society.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The mission of the Autism Society of America (ASA) is to promote lifelong access and opportunity for all individuals within the autism spectrum, and their families, to be fully participating and included members of their community. Education, advocacy at state and federal levels, active public awareness, and the promotion of research form the cornerstones of ASA’s efforts to carry forth its mission.

  Beach Center on Disability

  The University of Kansas

  Haworth Hall, Room 3136

  1200 Sunnyside Avenue

  Lawrence, KS 66045-7534

  (785) 864-7600 (V/TTY)

  E-mail: beach@ku.edu

  Web: www.beachcenter.org

  Through excellence in research, teaching and technical assistance, and service in Kansas, the United States, and globally, and through collaborations with those individuals and entities dedicated to the same ends, the Beach Center on Disability makes a significant and sustainable difference in the quality of life of families and individuals affected by disability and of those who are closely involved with them.

  Best Buddies International, Inc.

  100 SE Second Street, Suite 1990

  Miami, FL 33131

  (800) 892-8339; (305) 374-2233

  E-mail: info@bestbuddies.org

  Web: www.bestbuddies.org

  Best Buddies is a nonprofit organization dedicated to enhancing the lives of people with intellectual disabilities by providing opportunities for one-to-one friendships and integrated employment. In addition to the traditional, campus-based volunteer activities, and for those with limited personal time, Best Buddies helps people with intellectual disabilities connect with others through technology with its online friendship program, e-Buddies.

  Blind Children’s Center

  4120 Marathon Street

  Los Angeles, CA 90029-0159

  (323) 664-2153; (800) 222-3566

  E-mail: info@blindchildrenscenter.org

  Web: www.blindchildrenscenter.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Blind Children’s Center is a family-centered agency which serves children with visual impairments from birth to school age. The Center-based and home-based programs and services help the children acquire skills and build their independence. The Center utilizes its expertise and experience to serve families and professionals worldwide through support services, education, and research.

  Brain Injury Association of America

  8201 Greensboro Drive, Suite 611

  McLean, VA 22102

  (703) 761-0750; (800) 444-6443

  E-mail: FamilyHelpline@biausa.org

  Web: www.biausa.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Brain Injury Association of America was founded in 1980 by a group of individuals who wanted to improve the quality of life for their family members who had sustained brain injuries. Despite phenomenal growth over the past two decades, the Association remains committed to its grassroots. The Brain Injury Association of America encompasses a national network of more than 40 chartered state affiliates across the country as well as hundreds of local chapters and support groups.

  CADRE (see Consortium for Appropriate Dispute Resolution in Special Education, Direction Service, Inc.)

  Center for Effective Collaboration and Practice (Improving Services for Children and Youth with Emotional and Behavioral Problems)

  1000 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW, Suite 400

  Washington, DC 20007

  (888) 457-1551; (202) 944-5300 (877) 334-3499 (TTY)

  E-mail: center@air.org

  Web: http://cecp.air.org

  It is the mission of the Center for Effective Collaboration and Practice (CECP) to support and promote a reoriented national preparedness to foster the development and the adjustment of children with or at risk of developing serious emotional disturbance. To achieve that goal, the Center is dedicated to a policy of collaboration at federal, state, and local levels that contributes to and facilitates the production, exchange, and use of knowledge about effective practices.

  Center for Universal Design

  North Carolina State University, College of Design

  Campus Box 8613

  Raleigh, NC 27695-8613

  (800) 647-6777; (919) 515-3082 (V/TTY)

  E-mail: cud@ncsu.edu

  Web: http://www.ncsu.edu/ncsu/design/cud/

  The Center for Universal Design was established in 1989 under a grant from the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research as the Center for Accessible Housing, with a mission to improve the quality and availability of housing for people with disabilities, including disabilities that result from aging. Guided by the vision of founder Ronald L. Mace, FAIA, the Center developed a successful program of assembling and disseminating existing information and created new, landmark materials on accessible housing. The Center’s mission is to improve the built environment and related products for all users by impacting change in policies and procedures through research, information, training, and design assistance.

  Child and Adolescent Bipolar Foundation

  1187 Wilmette Avenue, PMB #331

  Wilmette, IL 60091

  E-mail: cabf@bpkids.org

  Web: www.bpkids.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Child and Adolescent Bipolar Foundation (CABF) is a parent-led, not-for-profit, Web-based membership organization of families raising children diagnosed with or at risk for early-onset bipolar disorder. Its online community includes parents, researchers, medical doctors, neuroscientists, social workers, therapists, civic leaders, teachers, and others. Its Professional Advisory Council includes leading experts on bipolar disorder. An Honorary Advisory Board is being formed. Its sponsors are charitable organizations, individuals, corporations, and government agencies.

  Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association of North America

  123 Eisele Road

  Cheswick, PA 15024

  (412) 767-6589

  E-mail: helpdesk@apraxia-kids.org

  Web: www.apraxia-kids.org

  Partnering together to work on the difficulties of childhood apraxia of speech, the Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association of North America (CASANA) and The Hendrix Foundation build quality programs and services for professionals and parents. Services include education programs, research symposiums, a comprehensive resource-oriented Web site, online discussion groups, and a phone help line. Serving well over 1,000 families and professionals monthly, it helps children struggling to overcome apraxia of speech.

  Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder

  8181 Professional Place, Suite 201

  Landover, MD 20785

  (301) 306-7070

  (800) 233-4050 (To request information packet)

  Web: www.chadd.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (CHADD) is a national nonprofit organization founded in 1987 in response to the frustration and sense of isolation experienced by parents and their children diagnosed with AD/HD. Many individuals and families dealing with AD/HD turn to CHADD, the national organization representing individuals with AD/HD, for education, advocacy, and support. The organization is composed of dedicated volunteers from around the country who play an integral part in the association’s success by providing resources and encouragement to parents, educators, and professionals on a grassroots level through CHADD chapters.

  Children’s Craniofacial Association

  13140 Coit Road, Suite 307

  Dallas, TX 75240

  (800) 535-3643; (214) 570-9099

  E-mail: contactCCA@ccakids.com

  Web: www.ccakids.com

  Children’s Craniofacial Association (CCA) is a national, 501(c)3 nonprofit organization headquartered in Dallas, Texas, dedicated to improving the quality of life for people with facial differences and their families. Nationally and internationally, CCA addresses the medical, financial, psychosocial, emotional, and educational concerns relating to craniofacial conditions. CCA’s mission is to empower and give hope to facially disfigured children and their families.

  Closing The Gap, Inc. (for information on computer technology in special education and rehabilitation)

  P.O. Box 68

  526 Main Street

  Henderson, MN 56044

  (507) 248-3294

  Web: www.closingthegap.com

  Computers are tools that can provide solutions to many problems facing people with disabilities today. Closing The Gap, Inc., is a company that focuses on computer technology for people with special needs. Through its newspaper, annual conference, and new online service, “Solutions,” Closing The Gap provides practical up-to-date information on assistive technology products, procedures, and best practices.

  Consortium for Appropriate Dispute Resolution in Special Education

  Direction Service, Inc.

  P.O. Box 51360

  Eugene, OR 97405-0906

  (541) 686-5060; (800) 695-0285 (NICHCY)

  E-mail: cadre@directionservice.org

  Web: www.directionservice.org/cadre

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Consortium for Appropriate Dispute Resolution in Special Education (CADRE), The National Center on Dispute Resolution is funded by the United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. CADRE uses advanced technology as well as traditional means to provide technical assistance to state departments of education on implementation of the mediation requirements under IDEA 1997. CADRE also supports parents, educators, and administrators to benefit from the full continuum of dispute resolution options that can prevent and resolve conflict and ultimately lead to informed partnerships that focus on results for children and youth.

  Council for Exceptional Children

  1110 N. Glebe Road, Suite 300

  Arlington, VA 22201-5704

  (888) 232-7733; (866) 915-5000 (TTY)

  (703) 620-3660

  E-mail: cec@cec.sped.org

  Web: www.cec.sped.org/

  The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is the largest international professional organization dedicated to improving educational outcomes for individuals with exceptionalities, students with disabilities, and the gifted. CEC advocates for appropriate governmental policies, sets professional standards, provides continual professional development, advocates for newly and historically underserved individuals with exceptionalities, and helps professionals obtain conditions and resources necessary for effective professional practice.

  Craniofacial Foundation of America

  975 East Third Street

  Chattanooga, TN 37403

  (800) 418-3223; (423) 778-9192

  E-mail: terry.smyth@erlanger.org

  Web: https://www.craniofacialfoundation.org/www

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  Dedicated to creating better tomorrows for patients suffering from birth defects, tumors, and trauma-related injuries, the Craniofacial Foundation of America (CFA) supports the work of the Tennessee Craniofacial Center in Chattanooga while offering a variety of services for patients and health professionals.

  Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America

  386 Park Avenue South, 17th Floor

  New York, NY 10016

  (800) 932-2423; (212) 685-3440

  E-mail: info@ccfa.org

  Web: www.ccfa.org

  Materials available online only in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The purpose of this foundation is to cure and prevent Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis through research and to improve the quality of life of children and adults affected by these digestive diseases through education and support. Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America (CCFA) sponsors basic and clinical research of the highest quality. It also offers a wide range of educational programs for patients and health-care professionals and provides supportive services to help people cope with these chronic intestinal diseases.

  Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

  6931 Arlington Road

  Bethesda, MD 20814

  (800) 344-4823; (301) 951-4422

  E-mail: info@cff.org

  Web: www.cff.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  Established in 1955, the mission of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation is to assure the development of the means to cure and control cystic fibrosis (CF) and to improve the quality of life for those with the disease.

  Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance

  730 N. Franklin Street, Suite 501

  Chicago, IL 60610

  (800) 326-3632; (312) 642-0049

  E-mail: questions@dbsalliance.org

  Web: www.dbsalliance.org

  Spanish speaker on staff

  The Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA) is the nation’s leading patient-directed organization focusing on the most prevalent mental illnesses—depression and bipolar disorder. The organization fosters an understanding about the impact and management of these life-threatening illnesses by providing up-to-date, scientifically based tools and information written in language the general public can understand. DBSA supports research to promote more timely diagnosis, develop more effective and tolerable treatments, and discover a cure. The organization works to ensure that people living with mood disorders are treated equitably.

  Disabled Sports USA

  451 Hungerford Drive, Suite 100

  Rockville, MD 20850

  (301) 217-0960 (Voice); (301) 217-0963 (TTY)

  E-mail: Information@dsusa.org

  Web: www.dsusa.org

  Disabled Sports USA (DS/USA) is a national nonprofit, 501(c)(3), organization established in 1967 by disabled Vietnam veterans to serve the war injured. DS/USA now offers nationwide sports rehabilitation programs to anyone with a permanent physical disability. Activities include winter skiing, water sports, summer and winter competitions, fitness, and special sports events. Participants include those with visual impairments, amputations, spinal cord injury, dwarfism, multiple sclerosis, head injury, cerebral palsy, and other neuromuscular and orthopedic conditions.

  Easter Seals—National Office

  230 West Monroe Street, Suite 1800

  Chicago, IL 60606

  (800) 221-6827; (312) 726-6200 (Voice)

  (312) 726-4258 (TTY)

  E-mail: info@easter-seals.org

  Web: www.easter-seals.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  Easter Seals has been helping individuals with disabilities and special needs, and their families, live better lives for more than 80 years. From child development centers to physical rehabilitation and job training for people with disabilities, Easter Seals offers a variety of services to help people with disabilities address life’s challenges and achieve personal goals.

  Epilepsy Foundation-National Office

  4351 Garden City Drive, 5th Floor

  Landover, MD 20785-4941

  (800) 332-1000; (301) 459-3700

  E-mail: ContactUs@efa.org

  Web: www.epilepsyfoundation.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Epilepsy Foundation is a national, charitable organization founded in 1968 as the Epilepsy Foundation of America. The only such organization wholly dedicated to the welfare of people with epilepsy, its mission is simple: To work for children and adults affected by seizures through research, education, advocacy, and service.

  Exploring Autism

  Web: www.exploringautism.org/

  The Exploring Autism Web site is the collaborative effort of Autism Genetics Cooperative, a group of researchers and clinicians working with the help of families with children affected by autism to find the genetic causes of autism.

  FACES: The National Craniofacial Association

  P.O. Box 11082

  Chattanooga, TN 37401

  (800) 332-2372; (423) 266-1632

  E-mail: faces@faces-cranio.org

  Web: www.faces-cranio.org

  FACES: The National Craniofacial Association is a nonprofit organization serving children and adults throughout the United States with severe craniofacial deformities resulting from birth defects, injuries, or disease. There is never a charge for any service provided by FACES. In addition to a quarterly newsletter, of which over 20,000 copies are mailed to client families, supporters, professional groups, and the medical community, FACES has an ever-growing national speaker’s bureau of clients, clients’ family members, and volunteers who speak to groups about the challenges and needs of those with craniofacial differences.

  Families and Advocates Partnership for Education

  This project is out of operation, but its Web site still provides information on IDEA legislation and its implications for parents.

  Web: www.fape.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The Families and Advocates Partnership for Education (FAPE) project was a partnership that aimed to improve the educational outcomes for children with disabilities. It linked families, advocates, and self-advocates to information about the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The project was designed to address the information needs of the 6 million families throughout the country whose children with disabilities receive special education services.

  Family Center for Technology and Disabilities Academy for Educational Development

  1825 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 7th Floor

  Washington, DC 20009-5721

  (202) 884-8068

  E-mail: fctd@aed.org

  Web: www.fctd.info

  The Family Center for Technology and Disabilities Academy for Educational Development (AED) is a resource designed to support organizations and programs that work with families of children and youth with disabilities. It offers a range of information and services on the subject of assistive technologies to organizations, parents, educators, and interested friends that supports efforts to bring the highest quality education to children with disabilities.

  Family Empowerment Network: Support for Families Affected by FAS/E

  772 S. Mills Street

  Madison, WI 53715

  (800) 462-5254; (608) 262-6590

  E-mail: fen@fammed.wisc.edu

  Web: www.fammed.wisc.edu/fen

  The Family Empowerment Network (FEN) is a national resource, referral, support, and research program serving families affected by fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS) and fetal alcohol effects (FAE) and the providers who work with them. FEN’s mission is simple: to empower families through education and support.

  Family Resource Center on Disabilities

  20 East Jackson Boulevard, Room 900

  Chicago, IL 60604

  (800) 952-4199 (Voice/TTY; toll-free in IL only)

  (312) 939-3513 (Voice); (312) 939-3519 (TTY)

  Web: www.frcd.org/

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Family Resource Center on Disabilities (FRCD) was a pioneer coalition that covered all disabilities. Formerly known as the Coordinating Council for Handicapped Children, FRCD was organized in 1969 by parents, professionals, and volunteers who sought to improve services for all children with disabilities.

  Family Village (a global community of disability-related resources)

  Waisman Center

  University of Wisconsin-Madison

  1500 Highland Avenue

  Madison, WI 53705-2280

  Web: http://www.waisman.wisc.edu/

  Family Village is a global community that integrates information, resources, and communication opportunities on the Internet for persons with cognitive and other disabilities, for their families, and for those that provide them services and support. The community includes informational resources on specific diagnoses, communication connections, adaptive products and technology, adaptive recreational activities, education, worship, health issues, disability-related media and literature, and much more.

  Family Voices (a national coalition speaking for children with special health care needs)

  3411 Candelaria NE, Suite M

  Albuquerque, NM 87107

  (888) 835-5669; (505) 872-4774

  E-mail: kidshealth@familyvoices.org

  Web: www.familyvoices.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  Family Voices, a national grassroots network of families and friends, advocates for health care services that are family-centered, community-based, comprehensive, coordinated, and culturally competent for all children and youth with special health care needs. It promotes the inclusion of all families as decision makers at all levels of health care and supports essential partnerships between families and professionals.

  Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health

  1101 King Street, Suite 420

  Alexandria, VA 22314

  (703) 684-7710

  E-mail: ffcmh@ffcmh.com

  Web: www.ffcmh.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  This national family-run organization is dedicated exclusively to helping children with mental health needs and their families achieve a better quality of life. It provides leadership to (a) develop and sustain a nationwide network of family-run organizations, (b) focus the passion and cultural diversity of its membership to be a potent force for changing how systems respond to children with mental health needs and their families, and (c) help policy makers, agencies, and providers become more effective in delivering services and supports that foster healthy emotional development for all children.

  Forward Face (for children with craniofacial conditions)

  317 East 34th Street, Suite 901A

  New York, NY 10016

  (212) 684-5860

  E-mail: linda@forwardface.org

  Forward Face’s mission is to help children with craniofacial conditions and their families find immediate support that helps empower them to successfully manage the craniofacial condition. Knowing the overwhelming demands that craniofacial conditions place on the patient as well as the family, Forward Face provides comprehensive services: educational support, advocacy, networking, community organizing, and other forms of assistance when necessary. Forward Face strongly advocates educating members and the public in the quest for understanding and acceptance. The organization is totally committed to providing the necessary resources to enable every person to attain the highest quality of life.

  Genetic Alliance

  4301 Connecticut, NW, Suite 404

  Washington, DC 20008

  (800) 336-4363; (202) 966-5557

  E-mail: info@geneticalliance.org

  Web: www.geneticalliance.org

  Genetic Alliance increases the capacity of genetic advocacy groups to achieve their missions and leverages the voices of millions of individuals and families living with genetic conditions. As a coalition of hundreds of genetic advocacy organizations, health professionals, clinics, hospitals, and companies, Genetic Alliance is at the crossroads of the genetics community.

  Office of Head Start Administration on Children, Youth and Families

  U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

  P.O. Box 1182

  Washington, DC 20013

  Web: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ohs

  The Administration for Children and Families (ACF), within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is responsible for federal programs that promote the economic and social well-being of families, children, individuals, and communities.

  Human Growth Foundation

  997 Glen Cove Avenue

  Glen Head, NY 11545

  (800) 451-6434

  E-mail: hgf1@hgfound.org

  Web: www.hgfound.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  Today, with the advent of recombinant (synthetic) growth hormone for humans, the Human Growth Foundation (HGF) has broadened its services to encompass many disorders, including intrauterine growth retardation, Russell-Silver syndrome, Turner’s syndrome, Prader-Willi syndrome, Noonan’s syndrome, chondroplasias, and more. The Foundation has a membership of over 1,000, with approximately 30 chapters. It publishes a quarterly newsletter and many booklets and answers questions from the members and the public in support of its goals. HGF sponsors “starter grants” to encourage research in both physical and psychosocial areas of growth disorders and chondroplasias.

  Huntington’s Disease Society of America

  158 West 29th Street, 7th Floor

  New York, NY 10001-5300

  (800) 345-HDSA; (212) 242-1968

  E-mail: hdsainfo@hdsa.org

  Web: www.hdsa.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The Huntington’s Disease Society of America is a national nonprofit voluntary health agency that is dedicated to finding a cure for Huntington’s disease (HD) while providing vital services to improve the lives of those affected by HD and support and guidance for HD families, through a national network of volunteer-based chapters and affiliates as well as through its Centers of Excellence.

  Hydrocephalus Association

  870 Market Street #705

  San Francisco, CA 94102

  (415) 732-7040

  E-mail: |FCO|Hyperlinkinfo@hydroassoc.org|FCC|

  Web: www.hydroassoc.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The Hydrocephalus Association was founded in 1983, incorporated as a nonprofit 501(c)(3) in 1986. Twenty prominent medical professionals actively serve on its Medical Advisory Board. Its mission is to provide support, education, and advocacy for individuals, families, and professionals. Its goal is to ensure that families and individuals dealing with the complex issues of hydrocephalus receive personal support, comprehensive educational materials and ongoing quality health care.

  IBM Accessability Center

  11400 Burnet Road

  Austin, TX 78758

  (800) 426-4832 (Voice); (800) 426-4833 (TTY)

  E-mail: via the Web site

  Web: http://www-03.ibm.com/able/index.html

  IBM’s Accessability Center offers services to make organizations more accessible to citizens, employees, and other businesses. Accessibility offers tremendous new business opportunities, and IBM believes in a holistic, end-to-end approach, going beyond compliance with disability regulations to create a better user experience and improving people’s interaction with information technology.

  Independent Living Research Utilization Project

  The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research

  2323 South Sheppard, Suite 1000

  Houston, TX 77019

  (713) 520-0232 (Voice); (713) 520-5136 (TTY)

  E-mail: ilru@ilru.org

  Web: www.ilru.org

  Spanish speaker on staff

  Independent Living Research Utilization Project (ILRU) is a program of The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research (TIRR) and is affiliated with Baylor College of Medicine. The Web site was developed and is supported in part by Baylor College of Medicine. ILRU is supported in part by public and private funding agencies, including the U.S. Department of Education—National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) and the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA)—and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. See individual project descriptions for further information on these organizations.

  Indiana Resource Center for Autism

  Indiana Institute on Disability and Community

  2853 E. 10th Street

  Bloomington, IN 47408-2696

  (812) 855-6508 (Voice)

  (812) 855-9396 (TTY)

  Web: www.iidc.indiana.edu/irca/fmain1.html

  International Dyslexia Association (formerly the Orton Dyslexia Society)

  Chester Building #382

  8600 LaSalle Road

  Baltimore, MD 21286-2044

  (800) 222-3123; (410) 296-0232

  E-mail: info@interdys.org

  Web: www.interdys.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping individuals with dyslexia, their families, and the communities that support them. IDA is the oldest learning disabilities organization in the nation, founded in 1949 in memory of Dr. Samuel T. Orton, a distinguished neurologist. Throughout its history, its goal has been to provide the most comprehensive forum for parents, educators, and researchers to share their experiences, methods, and knowledge.

  International Rett Syndrome Association

  9121 Piscataway Rd., Suite 2B

  Clinton, MD 20735-2561

  (800) 818-7388; (301) 856-3334

  E-mail: irsa@rettsyndrome.org

  Web: www.rettsyndrome.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The mission of the International Rett Syndrome Association (IRSA) is to support and stimulate biomedical research that will determine the cause and find treatments and cures for Rett syndrome, to increase public awareness of the disease, and to provide informational and emotional support to families of children with Rett syndrome.

  Internet Mental Health (Web site only)

  Web: www.mentalhealth.com

  Internet Mental Health is a free encyclopedia of mental health information created by a Canadian psychiatrist, Dr. Phillip Long.

  Job Accommodation Network

  West Virginia University

  P.O. Box 6080

  Morgantown, WV 26506-6080

  (800) 526-7234 (Voice/TTY)

  (800) 232-9675 (Voice/TTY, information on the ADA)

  E-mail: jan@jan.wvu.edu

  Web: www.jan.wvu.edu

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Job Accommodation Network (JAN) is one of several projects of the Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) of the U.S. Department of Labor. JAN’s mission is to facilitate the employment and retention of workers with disabilities by providing employers, employment providers, people with disabilities, their family members, and other interested parties with information on job accommodations, self-employment and small business opportunities, and related subjects. JAN’s efforts are in support of the employment of people with disabilities, including self-employment and small business ownership. It represents the most comprehensive resource for job accommodations available. It has provided information on job accommodations since 1984.

  Kristin Brooks Hope Center

  210 North 23rd Street, Suite 100

  Purcelleville, VA 20132

  (540) 338-5756

  E-mail: reese@hopeline.com

  Web: http://www.hopeline.com/

  The Kristin Brooks Hope Center is a nonprofit organization dedicated to suicide prevention, intervention, and healing by providing a single point of entry to community-based crisis services through innovative telephony and Internet-based technologies, by bringing national attention and access to services for postpartum depression and other women’s mood disorders, through education and advocacy, through formal research and evaluation of crisis line services, and by championing the need for national funding for community-based suicide prevention crisis services.

  LD Online (Web site on learning disabilities)

  Web: www.ldonline.org

  LD OnLine is a national educational service of public television station WETA in Washington, DC. It is operated in association with the Coordinated Campaign for Learning Disabilities and is made possible by generous support from Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes®. LD OnLine offers online services and produces video programs dedicated to improving the lives of children and adults with learning disabilities and ADHD.

  Learning Disabilities Association of America

  4156 Library Road

  Pittsburgh, PA 15234

  (412) 341-1515

  E-mail: info@ldaamerica.org

  Web: www.ldaamerica.org

  Learning Disabilities Association of America (LDA) is dedicated to identifying causes and promoting prevention of learning disabilities and to enhancing the quality of life for all individuals with learning disabilities and their families by encouraging effective identification and intervention, fostering research, and protecting their rights under the law. LDA seeks to accomplish this through awareness, advocacy, empowerment, education, service, and collaborative efforts.

  Let’s Face It USA (for information and support on facial differences)

  P.O. Box 29972

  Bellingham, WA 98228-1972

  (360) 676-7325

  E-mail: letsfaceit@faceit.org

  Web: www.faceit.org

  Let’s Face It’s vision since 1987 has been to educate the world to value the person behind every face and to bring resources to all who are dealing with and caring for people with facial difference.

  Little People of America—National Headquarters

  P.O. Box 65030

  Lubbock, TX 79464

  (888) LPA-2001

  E-mail: LPADataBase@juno.com

  Web: www.lpaonline.org

  Spanish speaker on staff

  Little People of America, Inc. (LPA) assists dwarfs with their physical and developmental concerns resulting from short stature. By providing medical, environmental, educational, vocational, and parental guidance, short-statured individuals and their families may enhance their lives and lifestyles with minimal limitations. Through peer support and personal example, members are supportive of all those who reach out to LPA. By networking with national and international growth-related and genetic support groups, LPA enhances knowledge and support of short-statured individuals.

  MAAP Services for Autism and Asperger Spectrum

  Web: http://www.aspergersyndrome.org/

  Major Aspects of Growth Disorders in Children: MAGIC Foundation

  6645 W. North Avenue

  Oak Park, IL 60302

  (708) 383-0808

  E-mail: mary@magicfoundation.org

  Web: www.magicfoundation.org

  The Major Aspects of Growth Disorders in Children (MAGIC) Foundation is a national nonprofit organization created to provide support services for the families of children afflicted with a wide variety of chronic or critical disorders, syndromes, and diseases that affect children’s growth. Some of the diagnoses are quite common while others are very rare. MAGIC continues and develops through membership fees, corporate sponsorship, private donations, and fundraising.

  Mental Help Net (Web site only)

  Web: http://mentalhelp.net

  The Mental Help Net Web site exists to promote mental health and wellness education and advocacy. This Web site participates in the CenterSite Network of behavioral healthcare Web sites.

  MUMS, National Parent-to-Parent Network

  150 Custer Court, Green Bay, WI 54301-1243

  (920) 336-5333; (877) 336-5333 (Parents only)

  E-mail: mums@netnet.net

  Web: www.netnet.net/mums/

  MUMS is a national parent-to-parent network whose mission is to help parents who have a child with any disorder, medical condition, mental or emotional disorder, or rare diagnosis make connections with other parents whose children have the same or similar conditions. If possible, matches are made according to age, geographical location, gender, and severity of the symptoms. MUMS is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization that runs on donations and subscription fees for their quarterly newsletters. Anyone wanting to be registered in the MUMS database for matching with other parents can download the MUMS’ survey form or call and leave name, address, and phone number and the child’s diagnosis on the answering machine. A sample newsletter will be sent with a survey form to fill out and return.

  Muscular Dystrophy Association

  3300 East Sunrise Drive

  Tucson, AZ 85718

  (800) 572-1717; (520) 529-2000

  E-mail: mda@mdausa.org

  Web: www.mdausa.org

  Web site in Spanish: www.mdaenespanol.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) is a voluntary health agency—a dedicated partnership between scientists and concerned citizens aimed at conquering neuromuscular diseases that affect more than a million citizens. MDA combats neuromuscular diseases through programs of worldwide research, comprehensive medical and community services, and far-reaching professional and public health education.

  National Alliance for the Mentally Ill

  Colonial Place Three, 2107 Wilson

  Boulevard, Suite 300

  Arlington, VA 22201-3042

  (800) 950-6264; (703) 524-7600

  (703) 516-7991 (TTY)

  E-mail: info@nami.org

  Web: www.nami.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI) is a nonprofit, grassroots, self-help, support and advocacy organization of consumers, families, and friends of people with severe mental illnesses, such as schizophrenia, schizoaffective disorder, bipolar disorder, major depressive disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, panic and other severe anxiety disorders, autism and pervasive developmental disorders, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder, and other severe and persistent mental illnesses that affect the brain. Local affiliates and state organizations identify and work on issues most important to their community and state. Individual membership and the extraordinary work of hundreds of thousands of volunteer leaders is the lifeblood of NAMI’s local affiliates and state organizations. The national office, under the direction of an elected board of directors, provides strategic direction to the entire organization; support to NAMI’s state and affiliate members; governs the NAMI corporation; and engages in advocacy, education, and leadership development nationally.

  National Association for the Dually Diagnosed (mental illness and mental retardation)

  132 Fair Street

  Kingston, NY 12401

  (800) 331-5362; (845) 331-4336

  E-mail: info@thenadd.org

  Web: www.thenadd.org

  The National Association for the Dually Diagnosed (NADD) is the leading North American expert in providing professionals, educators, policy makers, and families with education, training, and information on mental health issues relating to persons with intellectual or developmental disabilities. NADD is recognized as the world’s leading organization in providing educational services, training materials, and conferences in this area of interest. NADD has been influential in the development of appropriate community-based policies, programs, and opportunities in addressing the mental health needs of persons with mental retardation.

  National Association of the Deaf

  814 Thayer Avenue, Suite 250

  Silver Spring, MD 20910

  (301) 587-1788; (301) 587-1789 (TTY)

  E-mail: nadinfo@nad.org

  Web: www.nad.org

  The National Association of the Deaf (NAD) was established in 1880 in Cincinnati, Ohio. NAD has a long history of defending the rights of deaf and hard-of-hearing people. Throughout its history, new challenges always rise, and breakthroughs and achievements have created a better life for deaf and hard-of-hearing people.

  National Association of Hospital Hospitality Houses

  P.O. Box 18087

  Asheville, NC 28814-0087

  (800) 542-9730; (828) 253-1188

  E-mail: helpinghomes@nahhh.org

  Web: www.nahhh.org

  The National Association of Hospital Hospitality Houses, Inc. (NAHHH) promotes and assists not-for-profit programs that provide lodging and supportive services in a caring environment for families receiving medical care away from home. The NAHHH vision is to be the resource and voice for homes that help and heal by providing true hospitality in extraordinary ways to patients and families receiving medical care.

  National Association of Parents With Children in Special Education

  1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Suite 300

  Washington DC, 20004

  (800) 754-4421

  E-mail: contact@napcse.org

  Web: www.napcse.org

  The mission of The National Association of Parents with Children in Special Education (NAPCSE) is to render all possible support and assistance to parents with children in special education, both in and outside of school. NAPCSE is dedicated to ensuring that all children and adolescents with special needs receive the most appropriate education possible. NAPCSE develops and promotes excellence in special education through the support of parents who have children with special needs and the professionals with whom they work.

  National Association of Private Special Education Centers

  1522 K Street NW, Suite 1032

  Washington, DC 20005

  (202) 408-3338

  E-mail: napsec@aol.com

  Web: http://www.napsec.org/

  The National Association of Private Special Education Centers (NAPSEC) programs provide special education services for preschool, elementary, and secondary students and adults with mild to severe disabilities in over 60 different disability categories who need individualized education programs that address their unique needs.

  National Disability Rights Network

  820 1st Street NE, Suite 740

  Washington, DC 20002

  (202) 408-9514 (Voice); (202) 408-9521 (TTY)

  E-mail: info@ndrn.org

  Web: http://www.ndrn.org/index.php

  The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) is the voluntary national membership association of protection and advocacy systems and client assistance programs. It assumes leadership in promoting and strengthening the role and performance of its members in providing quality legally based advocacy services. NDRN has a vision of a society where people with disabilities exercise self-determination and choice and have equality of opportunity and full participation. NDRN believes this vision will be realized through the enactment and vigorous enforcement of laws protecting civil and human rights.

  National Association of Special Education Teachers (NASET)

  1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 300

  Washington, DC, 20004

  (800) 754-4421

  E-mail: contactus@naset.org

  Web: www.naset.org

  The National Association of Special Education Teachers (NASET) is a national membership organization dedicated to supporting and assisting teachers and future teachers of special education. It was founded to promote the profession of special education teachers and to provide a national forum for their ideas. NASET seeks to meet a critical need for many of America’s special education teachers. It develops and promotes professional excellence through the support of teachers who provide services to children with special needs.

  National Ataxia Foundation

  2600 Fernbrook Lane, Suite 119

  Minneapolis, MN 55447

  (763) 553-0020

  E-mail: naf@ataxia.org

  Web: www.ataxia.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The National Ataxia Foundation (NAF) is a nonprofit, membership-supported organization established in 1957 to help ataxia families. The Foundation is dedicated to improving the lives of persons affected by ataxia through support, education, and research. It supports research in dominant ataxia, recessive ataxia (including Friedreich’s), and sporadic ataxia. In addition, the Foundation has developed an extensive library of NAF brochures, fact sheets, books, and other educational material relating to ataxia. Also available to its members is a quarterly news publication called Generations.

  National Attention Deficit Disorder Association

  P.O. Box 543

  Pottstown, PA 19464

  (484) 945-2101

  E-mail: mail@add.org

  Web: www.add.org

  The Attention Deficit Disorder Association (ADDA) is designated as a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization by the Internal Revenue Service. This international organization has been in existence since 1989. The mission of ADDA is to provide information, resources, and networking to adults with AD/HD and to the professionals who work with them. In doing so, ADDA generates hope, awareness, empowerment, and connections worldwide in the field of AD/HD. Bringing together scientific perspectives and the human experience, the information and resources provided to individuals and families affected by AD/HD and professionals in the field focus on diagnoses, treatments, strategies, and techniques for helping adults with AD/HD lead better lives.

  National Brain Tumor Foundation

  414 13th Street, Suite 700

  Oakland, CA 94612

  (800) 934-2873; (510) 839-9777

  E-mail: nbtf@braintumor.org

  Web: www.braintumor.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Brain Tumor Foundation (NBTF) is a nonprofit health organization dedicated to providing information and support for brain tumor patients, family members, and healthcare professionals, while supporting innovative research into better treatment options and a cure for brain tumors.

  National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD)

  381 Park Avenue South, Suite 1401

  New York, NY 10016

  (212) 545-7510; 1(888) 575-7373

  Web: www.ld.org; www.getreadytoread.org

  The National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD) works to ensure that the nation’s 15 million children, adolescents, and adults with learning disabilities have every opportunity to succeed in school, work, and life.

  NCLD provides essential information to parents, professionals, and individuals with learning disabilities, promotes research and programs to foster effective learning, and advocates for policies to protect and strengthen educational rights and opportunities.

  The National Center for Learning Disabilities’ (NCLD) Get Ready to Read! (GRTR!) is a national initiative to build the early literacy skills of pre-school-aged children. The initiative provides an easy-to-administer, research-based screening tool to early childhood educators, child care providers, and parents in order to help them prepare all children to learn to read and write.

  GRTR!’s program vision is that all preschool children will have the skills they need to learn to read when they enter school. This Web site is a part of NCLD’s initiative to provide parents, educators, health-care professionals, and advocates with information to help build early literacy skills by integrating emergent literacy screening and learning activities into routine early childhood education, child care, and parenting practices.

  National Center for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

  VA Medical Center (116D)

  215 North Main Street White River Junction, VT 05009

  (802) 296-6300

  E-mail: ncptsd@va.gov

  Web: http://www.ptsd.va.gov/

  The National Center for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) was created within the Department of Veterans Affairs in 1989, in response to a Congressional mandate to address the needs of veterans with military-related PTSD. Its mission was, and remains, to advance the clinical care and social welfare of America’s veterans through research, education, and training in the science, diagnosis, and treatment of PTSD and stress-related disorders. This Web site is provided as an educational resource concerning PTSD and other enduring consequences of traumatic stress.

  National Center on Physical Activity and Disability

  1640 W. Roosevelt Road

  Chicago, IL 60608-6904

  (800) 900-8086 (V/TTY)

  E-mail: ncpad@uic.edu

  Web: www.ncpad.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Center on Physical Activity and Disability (NCPAD) is an information center concerned with physical activity and disability. Being physically active is good for everybody. That’s a message you will find many times on this site. Being active is an important part of getting and staying healthy. NCPAD’s goal is to provide people with options and information to help them pursue whatever kinds of activities they would enjoy. The important thing is that everyone does something. Indoor or outdoor, recreational or competitive, solo or team, easy or intensive, NCPAD has resources, contacts, and assistance available.

  National Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and Fibromyalgia Association

  P.O. Box 18426

  Kansas City, MO 64133

  (816) 313-2000

  E-mail: information@ncfsfa.org

  National Council on Independent Living

  1916 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 209

  Arlington, VA 22201

  (703) 525-3406; (703) 525-4153 (TTY)

  E-mail: ncil@ncil.org

  Web: www.ncil.org

  Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) is the oldest cross-disability, grassroots organization run by and for people with disabilities. Founded in 1982, NCIL represents over 700 organizations and individuals, including centers for independent living, statewide independent living councils, individuals with disabilities, and other organizations that advocate for the human and civil rights of people with disabilities throughout the United States.

  National Down Syndrome Congress

  1370 Center Drive, Suite 102

  Atlanta, GA 30338

  (800) 232-6372; (770) 604-9500

  E-mail: info@ndsccenter.org

  Web: www.ndsccenter.org

  Parent packet available in Spanish

  The mission of the National Down Syndrome Congress (NDSC) is to provide information, advocacy, and support concerning all aspects of life for individuals with Down syndrome. The vision of the NDSC is a world with equal rights and opportunities for people with Down syndrome. It is the purpose of the National Down Syndrome Congress to create a national climate in which all people will recognize and embrace the value and dignity of persons with Down syndrome.

  National Down Syndrome Society

  666 Broadway, 8th Floor

  New York, NY 10012-2317

  (800) 221-4602; (212) 460-9330

  E-mail: info@ndss.org

  Web: ndss.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Down Syndrome Society (NDSS) envisions a world in which all people with Down syndrome have the opportunity to realize their life aspirations. NDSS is committed to being the national leader in enhancing the quality of life and realizing the potential of all people with Down syndrome. The mission of NDSS is to benefit people with Down syndrome and their families through national leadership in education, research, and advocacy.

  National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center

  Web: www.nectac.org/topics/autism/autism.asp

  This group offers an online resource page on autism spectrum disorders and young children.

  National Eating Disorders Association (formerly Eating Disorders Awareness and Prevention)

  603 Stewart Street, Suite 803

  Seattle, WA 98101

  (800) 931-2237; (206) 382-3587

  E-mail: info@NationalEatingDisorders.org

  Web: www.nationaleatingdisorders.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The National Eating Disorders Association (NEDA) is the largest not-for-profit organization in the United States working to prevent eating disorders and provide treatment referrals to those suffering from anorexia, bulimia, and binge eating disorder and those concerned with body image and weight issues. NEDA serves the needs of the national community by providing programs, products, and services of superior quality that support the elimination of eating disorders. To achieve its mission, it develops prevention programs for a wide range of audiences, publishes and distributes educational materials, and operates the nation’s first toll-free eating disorders information and referral helpline.

  National Federation for the Blind

  1800 Johnson Street

  Baltimore, MD 21230

  (410) 659-9314

  E-mail: nfb@nfb.org

  Web: www.nfb.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The purpose of the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) is twofold—to help blind persons achieve self-confidence and self-respect and to act as a vehicle for collective self-expression by the blind. By providing public education about blindness, information and referral services, scholarships, literature and publications about blindness, aids and appliances and other adaptive equipment for the blind, advocacy services and protection of civil rights, development and evaluation of technology, and support for blind persons and their families, members of the NFB strive to educate the public that the blind are normal individuals who can compete on terms of equality.

  National Fragile X Foundation

  P.O. Box 190488

  San Francisco, CA 94119-0488

  (800) 688-8765; (925) 938-9315

  E-mail: NATLFX@FragileX.org

  Web: www.fragilex.org

  Materials available in Spanish

  The National Fragile X Foundation unites the Fragile X community to enrich lives through educational and emotional support, promote public and professional awareness, and advance research toward improved treatments and a cure for Fragile X.

  National Gaucher Foundation

  5410 Edson Lane, Suite 260

  Rockville, MD 20852-3130

  (800) 428-2437; (301) 816-1515

  E-mail: ngf@gaucherdisease.org

  Web: www.gaucherdisease.org

  The National Gaucher Foundation (NGF) was established in 1984 as a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization dedicated to supporting and promoting research into the causes of and a cure for Gaucher Disease. The mission of the NGF is to find a cure for Gaucher Disease by funding vital research programs, meet the ever-increasing needs of patients and families, as well as promote community and physician awareness and educational programs.

  National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped

  The Library of Congress

  1291 Taylor Street NW

  Washington, DC 20011

  (800) 424-8567; (202) 707-5100 (Voice); (202) 707-0744 (TTY)

  E-mail: nls@loc.gov

  Web: www.loc.gov/nls

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress, administers the free program that loans recorded and braille books and magazines, music scores in braille and large print, and specially designed playback equipment to residents of the United States who are unable to read or use standard print materials because of visual or physical impairment. NLS administers the program nationally while direct service to eligible individuals and institutions is the responsibility of cooperating libraries in the various states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. Service is also extended to eligible U.S. citizens residing abroad.

  National Mental Health Association

  2001 N. Beauregard, 12th Floor

  Alexandria, VA 22311

  (800) 969-6642; (703) 684-7722

  (800) 433-5959 (TTY)

  E-mail: via the Web site

  Web: www.nmha.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The National Mental Health Association (NMHA) is the country’s oldest and largest nonprofit organization addressing all aspects of mental health and mental illness. With more than 340 affiliates nationwide, NMHA works to improve the mental health of all U.S. citizens, especially the 54 million individuals with mental disorders, through advocacy, education, research, and service.

  National Mental Health Information Center (formerly the Knowledge Exchange Network)

  P.O. Box 42557

  Washington, DC 20015

  (800) 789-2647; (866) 889-2647 (TTY)

  Web: http://www.samhsa.gov/

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s National Mental Health Information Center provides information about mental health via a toll-free telephone number (800-789-2647), their Web site, and more than 600 publications. The National Mental Health Information Center was developed for users of mental health services and their families, the general public, policy makers, providers, and the media.

  National Multiple Sclerosis Society

  733 Third Avenue

  New York, NY 10017

  (800) 344-4867

  E-mail: via the Web site

  Web: www.nationalmssociety.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  Founded in 1946, the National Multiple Sclerosis Society supports more multiple sclerosis (MS) research, offers more services for people with MS, provides more professional education programs, and furthers more MS advocacy efforts than any other MS organization in the world. It does this through the extensive research it supports to find the cause, cure, and improved treatments of the disease; the comprehensive services we provide to people with MS and their families; the professional education programs we offer to assist health care providers better serve their MS patients; and through our advocacy efforts on state and federal levels to encourage public policies supportive of the needs of people with MS.

  National Neurofibromatosis Foundation

  95 Pine Street; 16th Floor

  New York, NY 10005

  (800) 323-7938; (212) 344-6633

  E-mail: nnff@nf.org

  Web: www.nf.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  The Children’s Tumor Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) medical foundation dedicated to improving the health and well-being of individuals and families affected by neurofibromatoses (NF). The mission of The Children’s Tumor Foundation is to encourage and support research and the development of treatments and cures for neurofibromatosis types 1 and 2, schwannomatosis, and related disorders (hereafter collectively referred to as “NF”); support persons with NF, their families and caregivers by providing thorough, accurate, current, and readily accessible information; assist in the development of clinical centers, best practices, and other patient support mechanisms (but not including direct medical care) to create better access to quality healthcare for affected individuals; and expand public awareness of NF topromote earlier and accurate diagnoses by the medical community, increase the nonaffected population’s understanding of the challenges facing persons with NF, and encourage financial and other forms of support from public and private sources.

  National Organization on Disability

  910 16th Street NW, Suite 600

  Washington, DC 20006

  (202) 293-5960 (Voice); (202) 293-5968 (TTY)

  E-mail: ability@nod.org

  Web: www.nod.org

  Spanish speaker on staff

  The mission of the National Organization on Disability (NOD) is to expand the participation and contribution of the United States’s 54 million men, women, and children with disabilities in all aspects of life. By raising disability awareness through programs and information, together it is possible to work toward closing the participation gaps.

  National Organization on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

  900 17th Street NW, Suite 910

  Washington, DC 20006

  (800) 666-6327; (202) 785-4585

  E-mail: information@nofas.org

  Web: www.nofas.org

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  NOFAS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1990 to address alcohol use during pregnancy, the leading known preventable cause of mental retardation and birth defects.

  NOFAS recognizes the importance of health education in order to reduce the number of alcohol-exposed births and fulfills its mission by implementing innovativeideas in prevention, education, intervention, and advocacy. The organizational objectives include

  Increasing public awareness about the range of consequences associated with prenatal alcohol exposure

  Educating medical and allied health students and practitioners about the range of health effects related to alcohol and pregnancy

  Training youth as peer educators in their schools and communities

  Developing prevention and education messages and strategies for implementation among diverse populations nationwide

  Providing referrals, resources, and information on a broad range of alcohol and pregnancy services through a national clearinghouse

  Collaborating and partnering with prevention, education, advocacy, and research agencies, organizations, and universities to promote the awareness of FAS and to coordinate activities

  National Patient Air Transport Hotline

  c/o Mercy Medical Airlift,

  4620 Haygood Road, Suite 1

  Virginia Beach, VA 23445

  (800) 296-1217

  E-mail: mercymedical@erols.com

  Web: www.patienttravel.org

  PatientTravel.org is a third-generation site updated in April 2002, a continuation of the original National Patient Air Travel HELPLINE site which has been serving patients since 1998. This site now receives more than 3,000 visits per month. The availability of charitable, long-distance medical air transportation in the United States is growing rapidly. More than 41,500 patients and their escorts were served during calendar year 2002. This Web site is a service of the National Patient Travel Center—the facility housing all the programs of Mercy Medical Airlift, a national charity. The Center is in Virginia Beach, Virginia, and provides a variety of services to those seeking a way to travel long distances for specialized medical evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment.

  National Resource Center for Family Centered Practice

  University of Iowa

  100 Oakdale Hall

  Iowa City, IA 52242-5000

  (319) 335-4965

  Web: http://www.uiowa.edu/~nrcfcp/

  Materials available in Spanish; Spanish speaker on staff

  National Resource Center for Paraprofessionals in Education and Related Services

  6526 Old Main Hill Utah State University

  Logan, UT 84322-6526

  (435) 797-7272

  E-mail: info@nrcpara.org

  Web: http://www.nrcpara.org/
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