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					I believe How to Worship a King has the potential to completely revolutionize your
					life—not just in the area of worship but in every area of your life. I know from
					personal experience that Zach really does live what is written in this book. Not
					only is he an incredibly anointed worship pastor and songwriter, but also his passion
					for God and for worshipping Him is clearly evident in his life. With engaging and
					biblically sound insight, Zach shows us that worship is deeply relevant, practical,
					and life-altering—because when we learn how to truly worship our King, the world
					will be transformed! 

				
				
					—ROBERT MORRIS 

				
				
					SENIOR PASTOR OF GATEWAY CHURCH 

				
				
					AUTHOR OF The God I Never Knew AND The Blessed Life 

				
				
					Zach Neese is so taken by King Jesus that he is calling others to fully surrender
					to Him. The years he has spent leading worship and developing worship leaders have
					given him a perspective on the subject that will confront some common assumptions
					and challenge you to think more deeply about worship. Above all, the hope for any
					book about worship is that a reader will walk away not simply with more knowledge
					about worship, but with a fresh vision of Jesus. As a worship leader and a teacher,
					Zach provides exactly that. 

				
				
					—GLENN PACKIAM 

				
				
					Lead Pastor of New Life Downtown 

				
				
					AUTHOR OF Lucky: How the Kingdom Comes to Unlikely People 

				
				
					 AND Discover the Mystery of Faith 

				
				
					This message God placed in Zach’s heart is exciting, exhilarating, and life-changing!
					Zach has been an integral part of our worship experience here at Gateway Church for
					several years, teaching and training our worship ministry teams and our church body
					on the dynamic biblical model of worship and how to make it an everyday lifestyle
					that transforms your heart, your life, your family, your world! This message that
					Zach shares within this book has already transformed so many lives here at Gateway.
					If you allow God to do a deep work in your heart as you read this book, your life
					will forever be changed—the ordinary will no longer satisfy, God’s presence will
					be more prominent in your life, and your day-to-day living will take on a brand-new
					meaning. Zach is a trusted voice on worship. Let this book and the message it contains
					take you on the experience of a lifetime! 

				
				
					—THOMAS MILLER 

				
				
					ASSOCIATE SENIOR PASTOR OF GATEWAY CHURCH 

				
				
					Zach Neese is one of the most gifted communicators on authentic worship I have ever
					known. For years his worship songs have pressed me into God’s presence. With How
					to Worship a King Zach calls for a cultural revolution that absolutely must occur
					in order for the church to respond to God’s desire to restore biblical worship worldwide
					as the church’s central theme, its primary activity, and its supreme motivating
					force. Every believer must read this book and join the revolution! 

				
				
					—TIM SHEPPARD 

				
				
					EXECUTIVE PASTOR OF WORSHIP ARTISTRY 

				
				
					AT GATEWAY CHURCH 

				
				
					CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN ARTIST AND SONGWRITER 

				
				
					Embedded into every trivial culture are vast gifts from God. Primary among these
					gifts are prophets who call us back to God when we think we’re doing just fine following
					Him in our preferred man-made ways. Zach Neese is such a prophet. Whether or not
					we receive a prophet’s message depends on whether we want God to be a firm foundation
					or simply a shiny veneer. Isaiah was told, “‘See no more visions! . . . Give us no
					more visions of what is right! Tell us pleasant things’” (Isa. 30:10). To Zach Neese,
					the most pleasant things he can say are things that are true about God. Trivial cultures
					have a hard time discerning between great music and God’s presence. Both can move
					us; only One can change us. Rest assured that when God loves us enough to offer us
					words, He will not rest until those words have finished their work in us. God is
					working on you right now; this book is part of His strategy and will be both a chisel
					and polish. We need both to look like Jesus. 

				
				
					—MARCUS BRECHEEN 

				
				
					EXECUTIVE PASTOR OF GATEWAY CHURCH 

				
				
					NORTH FORT WORTH CAMPUS 
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					FOREWORD 

				
				
					Zach Neese’s book causes me to rejoice. It’s born from the heart of a true worshipper
					and made practical because of the environment in which he serves. 

				
				
					Gateway Church in Southlake, Texas, is a fountainhead of worship music because the
					leadership drinks at the well of truth made alive by the Holy Spirit. Zach is involved
					with a team of leaders who do more than serve at a renowned church: they focus on
					cultivating a people who have become a great church—great because the body has learned
					the difference between merely having great music and worshipping our great God! 

				
				
					By exploring each element of the Old Testament tabernacle, Zach shows us a biblical
					model for modern worship that can transform both our corporate and our personal houses
					of worship, as we each are God’s temple. But his revelation into the ancient tabernacle
					goes much deeper. In describing the type of worship—and the type of worshipper—that
					prepares a place for God to display His glory, Zach gives us each an opportunity
					to become part of ushering in a fresh outpouring and awakening of God’s Spirit.
					

				
				
					I long to see God’s throne firmly established on earth in the hearts of His people
					and to see God’s Spirit poured out in a world starving for His presence and power.
					I believe God longs to see this more than I do, and I believe it is why Zach was
					divinely commissioned to write this book—to prepare a people who give place for the
					glory of God to dwell. We, the church, are standing at the ripped veil. If we will
					fill the holy of holies with the incense of our burning prayer and worship, we will
					prepare the day for the return of the glory of God. 

				
				
					I heartily commend How to Worship a King to every earnest soul who honestly wants
					to advance in his grasp of the riches of divine glory that await us when we discern
					the difference between the workings of worship as an exercise and the weight of glory
					awaiting when worship becomes the pathway to genuinely encountering God’s presence
					and goodness among people who seek—and find—Him! 

				
				
					—JACK W. HAYFORD 

				
				
					FOUNDER AND CHANCELLOR OF 

				
				
					THE KING’S UNIVERSITY, SOUTHLAKE, TEXAS 

				

				
				
					PREFACE 

				
				
					I know a man who walked to the edge of a field on a snowy day. As he stood in the
					pillowy silence and gazed out on the snow-muffled trees, the sun spangled off rolling
					hills of undisturbed white where corn used to grow. The sky stretched an endless
					soupy blue above him, and the field in front of him rolled like waves on a milky
					sea. The quiet was simply staggering. The man’s heart was filled to bursting with
					the beauty of it, so he lifted his arms to God, closed his eyes, and worshipped.
					

				
				
					He was not alone. He cannot recall how much time passed nor describe the feeling
					he experienced as God stooped low. His soul resounded with unspeakable joy as he
					waded into wholeness. Wholeness? How can one explain the feeling of coming into
					unity with the living God? It feels like life electrified! 

				
				
					He lost track of himself as he lost track of time. But at some point he became conscious
					of a strange, vertiginous weightlessness. Then he did something that he has since
					wished he could undo. He opened his eyes. 

				
				
					Looking down, he found that his boots were three feet off the ground and he was turning
					in slow circles in the air. Like a little boy being twirled and lifted in the arms
					of his father, he was rising steadily upward. 

				
				
					It happened so fast that he had no time to control his reaction. The man startled.
					And as soon as he did, he began a slow descent to the snow-covered ground until he
					stood alone again on the hill. For a long time he stood there in conflicted awe and
					regret. 

				
				
					What had just happened? Had God just scooped him up to dance? What did he miss because
					he opened his eyes? Stories of Enoch, Elijah, and Jesus ran through his head. Was
					he about to be transfigured? Was he ascending into the clouds like Jesus? Was he
					about to be taken away like Enoch? Who knew? Who would ever know? 

				
				
					Now he was on the earth again, safe in the certainties of the world he was accustomed
					to. He should have felt relieved. His heart should have soared with gratitude. He
					should have rushed to tell everyone of his experience—if anyone would have believed
					him. 

				
				
					But that is not how he felt at all. He felt his chest pressed with the weight of
					loss. He felt heartbroken and forlorn. The what-ifs were too heavy to bear. He just
					knew that if he even uttered a word, his heart would cave in. So he told no one.
					

				
				
					That snowy day ruined him. He didn’t want religion. He didn’t want ritual. He didn’t
					want theology or anointing or power or prophecy or applause. All he wanted was his
					Father. He had a taste of something that he couldn’t get out of his mouth. And he
					didn’t want to. He was forever changed. Forever simplified. 

				
				
					To this day that man wonders what would have happened if he had not been afraid.
					And he is going to find out. 

				
				
					This book is dedicated to the worshippers, the ones who will not be satisfied until
					they find out. Worship is the next frontier. We think that we have plumbed its mysteries
					because we can define it, schedule it, record it, package it, market it, and sell
					it. But none of that is true worship. We don’t understand worship. If we did . . .
					Well, let me show you what would happen if we did. 

				

				
				
					Introduction

				     WHY THIS BOOK? 

				
				
					Why write another book about worship? Haven’t we covered this already? Haven’t we
					pretty much said what needs to be said and understood what needs to be understood?
					I mean, come on! The church has been doing worship for centuries, and Israel did
					it for centuries before that. What more is there to write about? 

				
				
					It’s funny. Christians have thousands of worship services around the world every
					week. “Worship” has become its own musical genre with its own artists, publicists,
					and fan base. You can tune into “worship” on the radio. You can produce, record,
					package, market, and sell it at Walmart. You can even get a college degree in “worship.”
					But the church still has no idea what it is. 

				
				
					Worship is a fog. Even pastors and worship leaders don’t really understand it. And,
					sadly, most seem to be OK with that. 

				
				
					My question is, if even the leaders don’t fully understand worship, how can they
					expect to teach people about it? And if they do not teach people about worship, how
					can they expect people to participate in it? And if people don’t engage in worship,
					how can we expect to invite God’s presence into our churches? And if we do not invite
					God’s presence into our churches, how can we expect His power to operate in people’s
					lives? And if His power is not operating in people’s lives, how can we expect to
					have anything other than a lifeless church? 

				
				
					And if a church is lifeless, how can it change the world? 

				
				
					Some may think this is an exaggeration (on the pages that follow you will see that
					it is not), but I believe that worship motivates all effective Christian action
					and lasting achievement. Worship is the soil out of which all meaningful Christian
					endeavors grow. 

				
				
					Evangelism begins as worship. Teaching and preaching begin as worship. Prayer and
					prophecy, healing and deliverance, discipleship and missions, charity and kindness,
					patience and everything else—when done God’s way—all begin and end with worship.
					Without worship we are simply religious people working dutifully at religious tasks.
					Worship is the motivation that turns every task into a demonstration of our love
					for God. 

				
				
					Why write another book on worship? Because two thousand years after Jesus’s resurrection
					I can still ask the question, “What is worship?” and get answers as silly as, “Singing
					slow, intimate songs to God.” What I have found is that people, even leaders, have
					no idea what the Bible really teaches about worship. I hear pastors teaching their
					congregations that the purpose of worship is to prepare their hearts to receive the
					Word. I’m sorry, but that is not in the Bible. The enlightened postmodern might answer
					with, “Worship is a lifestyle,” which is a true statement, but it still doesn’t answer
					the question. A lifestyle of what? 

				
				
					What is worship? Who is it for? What does it accomplish? And how do we do it? Does
					anybody have a sound, biblical answer to one of the most important questions in the
					history of the world? 

				
				
					We have largely been content to let our denominations and our culture define worship
					for us. That is why there are so many different opinions about what worship is and
					how it should be done but so little power in worship itself. 

				
				
					At Gateway Church it is my privilege to serve as one of several worship pastors.
					We have developed a process for helping our worship teams and our people understand
					and engage in worship. Why? A few years ago, before we began training people in worship,
					one of our pastors took a poll of the worship team members at our church. What he
					found was astounding. Even among people who served together as worship ministers
					in the same church on a weekly basis, there was no agreement as to what worship was
					or what it was for. In fact, some of the worship team members could not remember
					ever having an experience during worship that made them feel closer to God. 

				
				
					We knew right then that there was a problem. If something is foggy on the platform,
					it is pitch black in the pews. How could we lead this congregation in worship if
					we couldn’t even agree on what worship was? 

				
				
					We believe that God wants our church to be a worshipping church—a church that values
					and pursues God’s presence. But we had not equipped our membership to do that. So
					we began to write and teach classes on worship—first for the worship teams, then
					for the congregation, because we realized we can only expect our people to do what
					we teach, model, and equip them to do. 

				
				
					I am writing this book in the hopes that leaders all over the world will begin to
					grasp the imperative of worship. My prayer is that they will begin to teach and train
					their people to become worshipping communities, and that the power and presence
					of God will be more evident in all of our churches. 

				
				
					Full disclosure: I have an agenda behind writing this book. I want the earth to resound
					with worship. I want you to become a worshipper. Why? Because I don’t want to die without seeing the glory of God in His churches
					again. And I firmly believe that the understanding of worship is lost wisdom that
					can change the world. 

				
				
				
					A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

				
				
					How do I know that biblical worship is not commonly in operation in the church? 

				
				
					First, we haven’t reclaimed what is ours. Almost two thousand years ago Lucifer pulled
					off the greatest heist in history. He stole Scripture, worship, and the priesthood
					from the people of God. Sadly the leaders of the early church were his unwitting
					accomplices. This is how he did it: by inspiring well-meaning clergy with a really
					bad idea. He made them think they had to protect what is holy (Scripture, worship,
					priesthood) from what is common (people). 

				
				
					Well, since God sent Jesus to give the people access to holiness, even to make them
					holy, this was going to be a difficult undertaking. The groundwork had actually been
					laid hundreds of years before when Jewish priests began to forget that it was their
					job to serve God, and the people began to think that it was their job to serve the
					Jewish priests. Almost immediately the early Christian church adopted the philosophy
					that the people were to serve the leaders. And the more that thinking flourished
					and became institutionalized, the wider the gap grew between clergy and laity. 

				
				
					The Book of Revelation contains a warning against this “us and them” separation of
					the people and the priesthood. In Revelation 2:6, 15 Jesus warns the churches of
					Ephesus and Pergamum against the practices of the Nicolaitans. What is a Nicolaitan?
					One theory is that the word is a combination of the two Greek words nike (“victor”
					or “defeater”) and laite (“the people”). Some scholars believe that these two words
					together describe a philosophy of ministry that strips the priesthood from the people
					of God (the laity) and restricts it to the leaders alone (the clergy). 

				
				
					We see this in churches worldwide. The people of God have been stripped of the benefits
					of being the people of God. They simply sit in pews and observe as platform ministers
					divide the Word for them, pray for them, worship for them, and relate to God on their
					behalf. The only thing left for the congregation to do is applaud. We have created
					a culture of worship consumerism. And the people, whom God called to be ministers
					themselves, become spectators in a world they were created to conquer. 

				
				
					That is a Nicolaitan—a defeater of the people. 

				
				
					The second phase of the plan to keep the “holy” ministry out of the grasp of the
					common people was to keep the Bible out of people’s hands. The early church did this
					quite effectively by making it illegal to write or preach Scripture in any language
					other than Latin. Latin was the language of the elite—scholars and professional priests.
					The common person had no access to the education necessary to learn it. So by the
					time the Dark Ages rolled around, Christians were required to attend a church in
					which a priest would read to them from Latin texts they couldn’t understand, and
					then lead them through Latin prayers they couldn’t understand, and sing Latin hymns
					they couldn’t understand. 

				
				
					What better way to defeat a people who are called by God to minister to the world
					than to take their most important tool out of their hands—the Word? 

				
				
					The clergy so closely guarded Scripture that a person could actually be burned at
					the stake for possessing a Bible in any language other than Latin. They did exactly
					that to William Tyndale in 1536 for the crime of translating the Bible into English,
					the language of the common people. His translations were eventually used to comprise
					more than 75 percent of the King James Version of the Bible. (Thank you, Mr. Tyndale.)
					

				
				
					The church went a step further, though. See, these common people were still tainting
					the holiness of the services by singing hymns. So leadership made it illegal for
					the laity to sing along. In the fourth century AD the Council of Laodicea ruled
					that only appointed singers could sing in church, and they could only sing prescribed
					chants.1 

				
				
					Get that? Chants. 

				
				
					Think: “Gregorian.” 

				
				
					Only clergy were permitted to sing and only in Latin. To ensure that there was no
					worldly taint on the music itself, the church made the use of instruments in church
					illegal. All Christians with a God-given gift of music were forced to turn to secular
					venues or stop using the gifts God had given them.2 

				
				
					The Dark Ages were very dark indeed, for the common people were taught that they
					had no hope of reaching God except through the mediation of the clergy. They could
					not pray to this God who spoke only Latin. They could not understand His Word or
					His ways, and they could not lift their voices to praise Him. God was too holy—inaccessible
					to common people. 

				
				
					Heartbreaking. God sent His only Son to save this common world, make its people holy,
					and give them unrestricted access to Him. And the priesthood was working at odds
					with Him. 

				
				
					The “priests” had stolen worship from the church. So all of the biblical benefits
					of worship were buried for centuries while clergy, like bullying big brothers, held
					relationship with Christ just out of arm’s reach of the hungry, desperate, poor,
					and struggling masses. 

				
				
					It makes me want to punch something. 

				
				
					This is why the Reformation was such a big deal. The Reformation in the sixteenth
					century put the Word of God back in the hands of the people by giving them Bibles
					in their own languages. Luther brought Scripture to the Germans. John Calvin brought
					it to the French. Gutenberg invented the printing press, and the Word of God exploded
					onto the scene of history and shook the world (it took only thirty-six days for Luther’s
					Ninety-Five Theses to cover Europe).3 It also shook the church. The very foundation
					the church was built on—the church’s power—had been stripped out from underneath
					it. That foundation was exclusivity. The Roman Church had been the only way to God.
					But suddenly people all over Europe could access God without the pope. After the
					resurrection of Christ, it was the greatest revolution in history. 

				
				
					Now the Reformers, of course, began developing their own ways to keep religion exclusive,
					but that discussion is beyond the scope of this book. What we need to understand
					is that there is a common misconception about how much the Reformers returned to
					the church. You see, Luther and Calvin began writing songs for the people to sing
					in their own languages. They used common melodies taken from folk songs and pub ditties
					and put Scripture-based lyrics to them. These rewritten pub songs are the foundation
					of the “sacred music” that has been in our hymnals for five hundred years. Funny,
					huh? Imagine one of today’s top forty pop songs being turned into a worship song.
					Sound sacrilegious? That is how many of our beloved hymns were born. 

				
				
					The misunderstanding is that those songs were not ever “worship.” They were never
					intended to be worship. Reformers were concerned with getting the Word of God (according
					to whatever new theology they were formulating) into the hearts, minds, and mouths
					of the common people. The best way for a person who does not have a Bible to remember
					scriptures is to put the words to music they already know (from secular sources)
					and sing them often. 

				
				
					Reformation hymns were not intended to facilitate “worship”; they were intended to
					teach doctrine. For the Reformers, the Word was supreme. The entire “worship” service
					became centered on the preaching of the Word (as it is to this day). These hymns,
					written on the same theme as the preacher’s message, were really just “singing sermons.”
					They were a preliminary to the sermon. Preachers led the songs prior to the delivery
					of the Word to prepare people’s hearts and minds for the sermon to come. Thus was
					born the thematic worship list. 

				
				
					By the way, the reason we have had praise and worship before sermons for the last
					five hundred years is nothing more biblical than this: that is the way the Reformers
					did it. 

				
				
					The Reformation gave us back Scripture by putting it in our language. It gave us
					back prayer by teaching us that God speaks all languages. And it gave us hymnody—the
					songs of the redeemed. What it did not do is restore worship to the church. 

				
				
					For hundreds of years the church has been deceived into thinking that we got the
					whole package back with the Reformation. But I’m telling you we didn’t. And it is
					time to get the rest back. 

				
				
					Here begins the lesson. 

				

				
				
					Chapter 1

				     YOUR PART TO PLAY 

				
				
					When we worship God as we ought, that’s when the nations listen.1 

				
				
					—EDMUND CLOWNEY 

				
				
					■ ■ ■ 

				
				
					I had a hard time with church when I first got saved. Frankly, there was a lot to
					dislike. I surrendered to Jesus shortly after college and dove into the Bible. I
					had no idea what I was doing, but I knew this: what I saw when I walked into a church
					bore little resemblance to what I saw when I read the Bible. 

				
				
					There was a stark dichotomy between what I was experiencing in my bedroom, alone
					with God, and what I was seeing from the pew when I visited churches. Now, I confess
					that I was more critical than I should have been during those early years of my journey
					with God. And He eventually dealt with me and my criticism in no uncertain terms.
					

				
				
					Nevertheless, I was right about one thing: when I was alone with God, I was an important
					part of the equation. I ministered to God and He ministered to me, and then we went
					out and ministered to people together. When I was in a church, I just felt like I
					didn’t matter much. Whether I showed up or not made little difference. Someone else did all the ministering,
					and I just sat there fidgeting. It was as if the congregation’s main role was to
					provide an audience for the preacher’s performance. It all seemed surreal, hypnotic,
					and a little twisted. 

				
				
					I didn’t know what I was sensing was the result of God’s call for my life. God was
					calling me, as He is calling you, to be more than a recipient of ministry. He has
					called us to be ministers of His grace. And any church experience that does not place
					a demand on that calling will either cripple us with ennui and complacency or frustrate
					us by underutilizing us. This is why many people have fallen asleep in regard to
					their callings. They have become spectators—watching as other people live God’s dreams
					for them. 

				
				
					But others let discontent drive them to action. These people find ways to do what
					they were called to, even if it means walking away from traditional modes and models
					of “church” and forging ahead in a different direction. 

				
				
					I’m convinced that God does not want us to be satisfied with the status quo. He has
					created us for action, for glory, for victory, for power, and for Himself. 

				
				
					But we have become hypnotized by two thousand years of secondhand, regurgitated
					truth—two thousand years of spoon-feeding and undernourishment. 

				
				
					Well, dear reader, it is time to wake up and beat our spoons into swords. Today I’m
					calling you to service. You have a part to play in God’s plan. And in order to do
					it, you must learn to worship. 

				
				
				
					WHO AM I? 

				
				
					Before we dive into worship, we have to lay a foundation for why it matters to each
					of us personally. 

				
				
					Much has been written about identity—the question of who we really are and what
					we are uniquely equipped to do—because it is the primary motivation for every action
					we take in our lives. For instance, a person who identifies himself as a guitarist
					will pursue endeavors that lead to success and promotion as a guitarist. Tell that
					person that he does not have the skill to play on the platform worship team, and
					he will feel more than mere rejection. He will have an identity crisis. 

				
				
					He is a guitarist. If he is not playing guitar, what good is he? What was he made
					for if not to play guitar? Was he wrong all this time? 

				
				
					Most people believe that their function determines their identity. If I play guitar,
					I must be a guitarist. If I can play baseball, I must be a baseball player. If I
					am a soprano, I must be destined to be the soloist in all the church specials. 

				
				
					Well, that’s silly. If my function identified me, I would have serious issues with
					anyone who presented obstacles to me using my gifts. Of course, that never happens,
					right? On the contrary, many church wars have begun over this very issue. 

				
				
					Since we often have confused views of our own purposes in life and what determines
					these purposes, we also have messed-up religious views of ourselves. 

				
				
					Let me ask you a question. Do you want to be used by God? 

				
				
					Most Christians would answer with a resounding “Yes!” 

				
				
					Well, let me ask you another question. Do you want to be used by your spouse? Do
					you want to be used by your friends? Do you want to be used by the church? Would
					you like to be used by the government? 

				
				
					No way! When you use someone, you treat that person like a tool, not a person. 

				
				
					I have good news for you. God doesn’t want to use you. He wants to know you. He wants
					to be known by you. God used Pharaoh; He knew Moses. God used Saul, but He knew David.
					God used Judas, but He knew Jesus. 

				
				
					God didn’t create you so that He could use you. He created you so that He could know
					you. 

				
				
					We still view ourselves as tools in God’s hands—objects He can use. When I was a
					new Christian, I would cry out in prayer, “God, please use me! I want to be Your
					favorite hammer. Use me to build Your kingdom! Use me to tear down strongholds of
					darkness. Use me to drive a stake in the devil’s head!” (Can you tell I am a passionate
					person?) I was missing the point. God can use anything, but He sent His Son so that
					He could have relationships with people who believe—not objects. 

				
				
					Religion teaches us to view ourselves as tools. If we perform well, we are pleasing
					and useful to God. If we perform poorly, we are of no use and can be put aside or
					thrown away. God will choose a tool that works better than we do. 

				
				
					Here’s the problem with being a tool. When my hammer breaks, what good is it? If
					a hammer doesn’t hammer, if it can’t build and tear down, what’s the point in having
					it? It is garbage. Junk. A waste of space. I don’t keep broken hammers. I throw them
					away, much like religion teaches us God will throw us away when we are no longer
					functioning well. 

				
				
					The reason people get hurt by the church is because leaders view them as objects
					rather than individuals. Poor leaders think people are disposable. 

				
				
					That’s religion. The religious heart says, “I must do my duty in order to be of value
					to God.” Worship is the opposite of religion. The heart of worship says, “Jesus proved
					I am of value to God. I serve Him because He is also of value to me.” 

				
				
					Religion teaches us that our function determines our worth and our identity (I am
					because I do). Worship teaches us that our identity determines our worth and our
					function (I do because I am). And God determines our identity. 

				
				
					God spends quite a bit of time in the Bible teaching us who we really are. We are
					children of God (John 1:12), friends of God (John 15:15), more than conquerors (Rom.
					8:37), chosen and dearly loved (Col. 3:12, NIV), citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20),
					the redeemed (Gal. 3:13), saints (Eph. 1:18), a holy nation (1 Pet. 2:9), and a kingdom
					of priests (Rev. 1:6, NLT), to state a few. Each identifier communicates three things to us: how God
					sees us, how much He values us, and how we can serve His heart. 

				
				
					On the pages that follow, we’ll explore these themes in greater depth. But for the
					purpose of exploring worship (and to stick a thumb in the devil’s eye), let’s start
					with the one that was stolen from us centuries ago. All believers—every saved one
					of us—are priests of the Most High. 

				
				
				
					TO BE A PRIEST 

				
				
					You, my friend, are a priest. I start my defense of that audacious claim with Exodus
					19:5–6, where God says: “‘Now therefore, if you will faithfully obey My voice and
					keep My covenant, then you shall be My special possession out of all the nations,
					for all the earth is Mine. And you will be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
					nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel” (MEV).
					

				
				
					Did you know that God never intended the ranks of His priesthood to be restricted
					to a few people from a certain tribe? He originally called Israel out to be an entire
					nation filled with priests—to teach the entire earth how to worship God. 

				
				
					So what happened? Well, the golden calf. Idolatry happened. Israel rejected God and
					rejected their calling when they chose to turn away from Him and return to their
					useless, lifeless, powerless Egyptian gods. 

				
				
					So how did Israel go from being called a nation of priests to only having one tribe
					represent them as priests? Exodus 32:25–29 relays the story. When Moses saw the Israelites
					worshipping the calf, he cried out, “Whoever is on the LORD’s side, come to me” (MEV).
					The Levites were the only ones who came. God commanded them to go get their swords
					and run through the camp, slaying the idolaters. Because the Levites loved and honored
					God more than their society, God consecrated them (set them aside as holy) and blessed
					them. In Numbers 1:47–53 God gave the ministry of the tabernacle, His meeting place,
					to the Levites because they were devoted to His holiness. 

				
				
					So, how did you become a priest? 

				
				
					For all of history, the priesthood has been the most exclusive occupation on earth.
					First (according to the people, not God) only Jews could be priests, then only Levites
					from Aaron’s family. The early Roman Catholic Church decided that only they could
					ordain priests, and every denomination on earth has followed suit ever since. 

				
				
					But the truth is this: as soon as you were saved, you were drafted. You were born
					(reborn at least) to be a priest. 

				
				
					Over the centuries the gap between the platform and the pews has only widened. It
					is a gap created by humans and not by God. A few years ago I was praying about a
					worship recording that we were doing at Gateway Church. I began to ask God what He
					wanted to do through the worship at our church. While I was praying, I had a vision.
					I was on the platform with the worship team, and the congregation was out in front
					of us worshipping God. On the floor between the platform and the congregation was
					a two-foot-thick wall of glass. It stood about twenty feet high and followed the
					curved contour of the platform. As we praised and worshipped God, I looked up and
					saw the throne of God descending from heaven. It landed right on top of the glass
					barrier and crushed it into sand. There was no barrier, no differentiation, between
					the clergy and the congregation. The people on the platform and those on the floor
					became one people worshipping with one heart, and the throne of God rested in the
					midst of us. 

				
				
					Please note that Matthew 18:20 says, “For where two or three are assembled in My
					name, there I am in their midst” (MEV). And Psalm 22:3 declares, “You are holy, O
					You who inhabits the praises of Israel” (MEV). 

				
				
					God is breaking down the walls between the clergy and the laity. He has taken back
					what the thief has stolen. He is returning the priesthood to the people. 

				
				
					I can prove that God has called you to be a priest. First Peter 2:5 declares, “You
					also, as living stones, are being built up into a spiritual house as a holy priesthood
					to offer up spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”
					(MEV, emphasis added). 

				
				
					Who is Peter talking to? Christians! If you are a Christian, God made you to be a
					part of something He is building—the church. And He has called you to function in
					that church as a priest. Why? To offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God.
					We’ll talk about that later. For now let’s just note, “That’s so cool!” and move
					on. 

				
				
					Peter goes on in verse 9 to say, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,
					a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him
					who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (NIV, emphasis added).
					

				
				
					That verse is packed! Did you know that you were chosen—to be a priest? And not just
					any priest, but a royal priest and part of a holy nation. Why does God want you
					to be a priest? To declare the praises of the God who saved you and set you free!
					

				
				
					Now, this is so important for everything you do for the rest of your life that I’m
					going to continue to bug you about it throughout the balance of this book. Every
					time I write the question, “Who are you?” I want you to say (out loud), “I am a priest.”
					Say it with conviction and gratitude, because it is one of the greatest privileges
					in history. What a wonder that common believers like you and me have been ordained
					by God, with no regard to our worthiness, pedigree, or education, to be His personal
					priests. 

				
				
					You are not a plumber, a banker, a poodle groomer, or a politician. I don’t care
					what your mama said you would be, I don’t care what the world has labeled you, I
					don’t care how the university degreed you, I don’t care about your talents and shortcomings,
					and I don’t care what the pope says. According to the Word of God, your Creator has
					called you, qualified you, and ordained you to be a priest. 

				
				
					Awesome! 

				
				
					So, I ask: Who are you? (That’s your cue.) 

				
				
				
					DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

				
				
					
					
						1. Have you ever attended a church service and felt irrelevant or superfluous? Why?
						

					
					
						2. Think back on worship services you have attended in the past. Have you ever been
						in a service in which you felt like you were being treated like a worship spectator?
						Have you been involved in a service that made you feel like you were being treated
						like a worship minister? 

					
					
						3. How do you view yourself: as a spectator or as an empowered minister? Why? 

					
					
						4. “God didn’t create you so that He could use you. He created you so that He could
						know you.” Have you ever asked God to “use” you? Why? How does this statement change
						the way you perceive your identity and importance to God? 

					
					
						5. What ideas and characteristics do you normally associate with the words priest
						and priesthood? Now reread 1 Peter 2:5–9. Do these verses alter your concept of a
						priest? What’s different? 

					
					
						6. Who are you? (Be sure to answer out loud!) 

					
				
				

				
				
					Chapter 2

				     SO WHAT DO I DO NOW? 

				
				
					Surely that which occupies the total time and energies of heaven must be a fitting
					pattern for earth.1 

				
				
					—PAUL E. BILLHEIMER 

				
				
					■ ■ ■ 

				
				
					“So I’m a priest, eh?” you may be thinking at this point. “Wow. That sounds a little
					intimidating. You can call me a priest all day long, but the truth is I don’t know
					much about priesting. What do priests do?” 

				
				
					First, let’s dispel some myths. You do not have to become a stoic, stodgy hermit
					to be a priest. There’s no need for a collar or robe or cassock. And there’s no
					seminary prerequisite. You are a priest because you are a child of God. 

				
				
					Since identity determines function, you have some benefits in store for you. As a
					priest, you have the right to carry out the priestly job description. Once you learn
					about the responsibilities and benefits, I guarantee you are going to want this job.
					It rocks. 

				
				
					For simplicity’s sake, let me give you a summary of what priests are meant to do.
					Priests are meant to worship God and to help other people worship God. Here’s how
					they did it in Bible times. 

				
				
				
					STEWARD MEETING PLACES 

				
				
					We have already seen the first part of your job description. When God consecrated
					the Levites from all the tribes of Israel, He gave them the responsibility of taking
					care of the tabernacle. Numbers 1:49–53 says: 

				
				
						Only you will not number the tribe of Levi, nor take the census of them among the
						children of Israel, but you will appoint the Levites over the tent of the testimony,
						and over all its vessels, and over all things that belong to it. They will carry
						the tabernacle, and all its vessels, and they will minister to it, and will camp
						around the tabernacle. When the tabernacle sets out, the Levites will take it down,
						and when the tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites will set it up, and the foreigner
						that approaches will be put to death. The children of Israel will pitch their tents,
						every man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard, throughout their armies.
						But the Levites will camp around the tabernacle of the testimony, so there will be
						no wrath on the congregation of the children of Israel. And the Levites will keep
						the charge of the tabernacle of the testimony. 

					
				
				
					—MEV, EMPHASIS ADDED 

				
				
					This is a big deal. It is the responsibility of the priests (Levites) to set up,
					tear down, transport, guard, and attend to the ministry of the tabernacle. Priests
					steward the tabernacle. 

				
				
					The word tabernacle simply means tent. This particular tent is the one God commanded
					Moses to set up as a place for the Israelites to learn to worship God. In Scripture
					it is referred to as the “tent of meeting” and the “tent of congregation.” It is
					the place that God set apart and consecrated as a meeting place between Himself
					and His people. 

				
				
					To put this in layman’s terms, a priest’s job was to set up the place where God and
					people came together to meet. 

				
				
					What are you? 

				
				
					And what’s your job as a priest? 

				
				
					This one is easy—to set up meeting places between God and people. As a priest, you
					are ordained to carry the meeting place with you. That is why 1 Peter 2:5 says that
					you are being built into a “spiritual house.” You have become a walking, breathing
					tabernacle. A spiritual house. A meeting place for God and people. What an honor!
					

				
				
					In other words, when you’re a priest, every place you go becomes a spot where people
					have an opportunity to meet with God. If I’m in the checkout lane at Walmart, that
					is an opportunity for the woman in line behind me to have a meeting with God. At
					the car dealership, it is an opportunity for the salesman to meet with God. At home,
					just being around me is an opportunity for my wife and children to meet with God.
					At church, on the road, in the office, or on the platform—everywhere we priests (all
					of us) go is an opportunity for a meeting place. 

				
				
					We steward people’s meetings with God. That means we can help lead people to experience
					God. Just like the priests of old, we can pay attention to the Spirit of God, and
					wherever the cloud stops is where we set up camp. 

				
				
					I want to challenge you today to ask God to show you where He is going. View the
					circumstances of your day as ordained appointments, and view those times when God
					brings people across your path as opportunities for Him to inhabit those moments.
					Pitch the tent of meeting and see what God will do. 

				
				
					In the chapters to come I’ll show you how to minister in the tabernacle, but for
					now just realize that this is one of your great privileges as a priest. Only priests
					can steward tabernacles—not plumbers, politicians, or pianists. Only priests can
					set up meetings between God and man. 

				
				
					So get ready, because once you embrace your identity, God is going to begin opening
					up opportunities for you to host meetings between His Son and the people He loves.
					But wait, there’s more! 

				
				
				
					CARRY THE PRESENCE 

				
				
					Deuteronomy 10:8–9 lays out your job description: “At that time the LORD set apart
					the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the
					Lord to minister and to pronounce blessings in his name, as they still do today.
					That is why the Levites have no share or inheritance among their fellow Israelites;
					the LORD is their inheritance, as the LORD your God told them” (NIV, emphasis added).
					

				
				
					Did you catch that? Three major responsibilities are outlined in your job description.
					First, carry the ark of the covenant. Second, stand before the Lord to minister.
					Third, pronounce blessings. We’ll take these in order. 

				
				
					This first one excites me. Only the Levitical priests were permitted to carry the
					ark of the covenant, and only on their shoulders with the poles that God instructed
					Moses to build for that purpose. The ark of the covenant represents God’s presence
					on earth, the throne of God among His people, and the glory of God. 

				
				
					You may be thinking, “Holy guacamole (if any such thing exists)! I get to carry the
					presence and glory of God?” If you are a priest, you do. 

				
				
					Well, what does that look like? In Scripture anywhere the priests obediently carried
					the ark there was life, mercy, fertility, and victory in war. We’ll talk more about
					the ark later. For now it is enough to say that where the ark goes, the blessing,
					authority, and power of God go. And you get to carry it. 

				
				
					It is like the principle of diplomatic immunity. It would be ridiculous to hold
					one country accountable based on the laws of another. It would be a violation of
					national sovereignty. Thus, when that diplomat, personifying his country, sets foot
					on foreign soil, wherever he is standing momentarily becomes the nation he represents.
					

				
				
					With that in mind, check out the amazing message of 2 Corinthians 5:20: “Now then,
					we are ambassadors for Christ.” That is what a priest is—an ambassador for Christ.
					You carry the ark of God—His authority, power, and law—to the world around you.
					Like an ambassador visiting a foreign country, you can walk through this world confident
					that you carry on your shoulders the glory of God. Wherever you set your foot, that
					place becomes the kingdom of God. At home; in the office, a hospital, or a grocery
					store; or on a platform—wherever! 

				
				
					That is why a priest can lay hands on the sick and expect them to be healed. When
					a priest walks in the room, he comes as an ambassador of healing. When he enters
					a room, the laws of sickness, death, oppression, and grief no longer hold sway.
					When he lays his hand on the sick, the laws of the kingdom of darkness no longer
					apply in that body. 

				
				
					A priest has entered the room. He comes carrying the presence of God. And in that
					room the kingdom of God has come. Sickness makes way for healing, heaviness makes
					way for joy, death makes way for life, and oppression makes way for liberty. The
					laws of the world no longer hold sway when an ambassador of God enforces His reign,
					His laws, and His authority in that place. 

				
				
					Dear reader, what would happen to the world if only we took these two truths and
					believed them . . . embraced them? What would happen if everywhere we went became
					an opportunity for people to meet God? And what would happen if we carried the presence
					of God everywhere we went? 

				
				
					I’ll tell you what would happen: we would change the world. Nevertheless, there
					is a third aspect to your job description as a priest of God. 

				
				
				
					MINISTER TO GOD 

				
				
					Deuteronomy 10:8 informs us that the Levites are to stand before the Lord to minister.
					This part of your job gets to the very essence of what worship is. 

				
				
					The second most used Greek word in the Bible that means to worship is latreuo, which
					means “to minister to God.” We will discuss this word in greater detail later. For
					now it is enough to know that there is not a single word for worship in the Bible,
					Greek or Hebrew, that includes the idea of ministry to mankind. Worship is simply
					not for us. It is for God. 

				
				
					If the church would embrace this, we would have a cultural revolution within our
					own ranks—a conversion from idolatry to truth. Why do I say idolatry? Because we
					have marketed to people what was meant as ministry to Jesus. 

				
				
					We have made worship about us—our preferences, our tastes, our comforts, our opinions.
					We have made it about ministering to our needs and coddling our self-centered natures.
					When we make worship about us, what we communicate to God is that worship is for
					us. When worship is for us, we become the object of worship, little gods in our
					own hearts. We become idolaters. 

				
				
					Let’s make this as clear as a cloudless morning: worship is not for us. Worship is
					for God. It is ministry for His pleasure, His heart, His opinion, His tastes, and
					His desires. It was never meant for the entertainment of man. It is God’s. 

				
				
					I’ll never forget the day I was in a worship service at a small-town church. The
					musicianship was bad, the singing was bad, the leadership was bad, and the song
					selection was bad. Everything was bad. The people couldn’t even clap on time. And
					as I stood there snarkily critiquing every aspect of the service in my mind, I felt
					a hand shove against my chest. It pushed so hard that it rocked me back on my heels.
					I don’t like to be touched that way, and I took offense to it. So when I looked down
					to see whose hand was on my chest, ready to share some stern words with him, I was
					surprised to find that there was no hand. No one was touching me. Even so, I could
					feel the hand and all five fingers pressing against my chest. It was a strong, solid
					hand. Then I heard a voice inside me say, “That is not yours to judge. That is Mine.”
					

				
				
					An experience like that tends to adjust a fellow’s attitude. And I never forgot the
					lesson. Worship belongs to God. It is not about my tastes or preferences. It is not
					mine to judge. 

				
				
					A priest’s first ministry is to God. There is no greater honor, no greater joy in
					the entire world than to minister to the King of kings. At its very essence, worship
					is just that—ministry to the King. And it is what you were made for. 

				
				
					The sons of Korah, priests who ministered in God’s presence, knew this. It is why
					they declare in Psalm 84:10, “A day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
					I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of
					wickedness” (MEV). 

				
				
					Now, the postmodern church has gotten some things right, but one injustice I have
					not seen rectified is this: the church takes ministry away from the Lord and gives
					it to people. Most churches make ministry to man the primary goal. Please don’t
					get me wrong. God loves people. He sent His only Son to minister to us and to save
					us. If we are going to be about our Father’s business, we have to be about people.
					But we can never truly be about our Father’s business if we are not first ministering
					to Him. As long as ministry to man is our primary objective, we are not priests;
					we are only philanthropists (and not very good ones). 

				
				
					May I ask a bold question? Wasn’t one of the main differences between David and
					Saul the fact that David ministered to the heart of God while Saul disobeyed God
					to minister to the needs and preferences of his people? 

				
				
					Priests court the heart of God. Politicians court the hearts of people. Which are
					you? 

				
				
					As of the time of this writing I serve at Gateway’s North Fort Worth Campus. The
					building is very new, very beautiful, and quite exciting. I’m so jealous of the
					kids’ rooms that I wish I was seven again. From the coffee bar to the sanctuary to
					the parking lots, the place is decked out. Gorgeous. It is a testament to the grace
					of God over our congregation. 

				
				
					Now, our church motto is “We’re all about people.” There has been some discussion
					about whether this is an appropriate and biblical perspective, but the bottom line
					is this: our leaders know that we can build a beautiful facility and fill it with
					beautiful people, beautiful music, and wonderful programs, but if it is devoid of
					God’s presence, it means absolutely nothing. We strive to have God’s presence first.
					Then when we do that right, the people come and fill the seats. Our country is littered
					with empty churches that sit like gravestones across the landscape of our neighborhoods—they
					are spiritually dying. Our leaders know that the things of ministry are not where
					success lies. We can “have it all going on,” but filling those seats and meeting
					the needs of those people are two different things. And we have no strength in ourselves
					to meet their needs. 

				
				
					What is the point in building enormous churches and filling them with people if God
					is not there? If God is not in a church, the building is only a monument to the will
					of man. It is vanity. Who will heal them? Who will save them? Who will set them free?
					No man can do these things. 

				
				
					But when we as priests minister to God, He comes. He is enthroned among the praises
					of His people. And where God is, anything is possible. Healing happens in the presence
					of the healing God. Salvation happens in the presence of the Savior. Captives are
					set free in the presence of the Deliverer, the King of kings who reigns over every
					spiritual adversary. Growth happens, transformation happens, repentance happens,
					callings are heard, the Word is sharp and effective, and prayers are answered. 

				
				
					Anything is possible when God is in the house! And God enters the house when His
					priests minister to Him. 

				
				
					Yes, we are all about people, but we know that we have nothing to offer them unless
					we are first all about God. 

				
				 When a plan for ministry takes God’s desires and commands into account first, that plan is steeped in the fear of the Lord.
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