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My good friends Ken and Trudi Blount have written a book on marriage and the family that raises the bar on producing a successful family in Satan’s world. It’s one of the best I have read. It is never too late to take heed to God’s plan for the family found in His Word. Problems and mistakes are redeemable. This is a continual theme of the book. The authors also share from their family life, which makes the book authentic to life and not just theological. It was written just for you.

—BOB YANDIAN AUTHOR AND INTERNATIONAL EVANGELIST FORMER PASTOR OF GRACE CHURCH TULSA, OKLAHOMA

Devil-Proof Your Family is a must-read for everyone. Ken and Trudi present biblical truths that they have shared over the last thirty years in their ministry to children and moms and dads. This is sound, biblical teaching on how to have a strong family and raise your children so they have a Christian foundation for life. I have known Ken and Trudi for over thirty years and have seen firsthand how they devil-proof their family with the Word of God. Today, their children and grandchildren are serving God and are examples of how this book can devil-proof your home.

—JAY ROBERSON SENIOR PASTOR, TASCOSA ROAD FELLOWSHIP AMARILLO, TEXAS

I wish every human being alive could read Ken and Trudi Blount’s new book, Devil-Proof Your Family. For over forty years I have been ministering among God’s people globally and preaching just about every day of the week. I can’t help but notice the severe warfare and attack against families. This book will arm you, it will equip you, and it will anoint you to deal with the invisible enemy soldiers (demons) that are trying to steal your children, ruin your marriage, and pollute your home. I believe this book is an absolute necessity for the survival of families in these last days. God is still God, His Bible is still the truth, and His presence is the only thing that destroys the yoke and lifts the burden—which is what will happen to you as you read each page of this powerful new tool the Blounts have provided by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Ken and Trudi, job well done! I hold you in high esteem, and I thank God for your work in the body of Christ. May this book be anointed and reach multitudes, in Jesus’s name.

—MARK T. BARCLAY PREACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS MARK BARCLAY MINISTRIES

Ken and Trudi Blount have been mandated by God to rescue and empower today’s family. In their book, Devil-Proof Your Family, the Blounts call on years of practical experience and an unquestionable Holy Spirit unction to unveil what far too many families don’t know: “There is a real devil, and he is out to destroy your home.”

With scriptural support and divine insight, Ken and Trudi bring a timely message that carries a prophetic anointing. This is a must-read for parents or grandparents (or potential ones) who want to ensure the spiritual protection and success of their families. You will find the information practical yet biblical, current yet timeless!

—TOM TURNER LEAD PASTOR, PRAISE FAMILY CHURCH MOBILE, ALABAMA

Every generation experiences the need for relevant truth. In their new book, Devil-Proof Your Family, Ken and Trudi Blount share truth and revelation from God to this current generation. The Blounts’ wisdom comes from decades of experience in multiple areas coupled with their deep knowledge of the Word of God.

Many public figures present a pre-programmed image for the public. However, I have known the Blounts for many years, and Ken and Trudi are the real deal. They not only teach truth, but they have implemented these truths in their own lives.

In their new book, they meticulously walk you through the principles of how to devil-proof your family and back up each truth with Scripture. Whether your family is in total disaster or it seems like everything is going well, this book will be a lifeline of wisdom as you apply these God-ordained principles in your life. They are life-changing and can heal a broken family. I highly recommend Devil-Proof Your Family.

—DR. LARRY OLLISON PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF FAITH MINISTRIES OSAGE BEACH, MISSOURI

Family is the foundation of society, and Ken and Trudi Blount are God-given specialists in sharing truths which bring strength and stability to that foundation. The message they share is not simply a theory but a lifestyle they have proven out in their own lives. For the pastor in need of a tool for his church, for the family or marriage going through a difficult time, for the person who just wants to grow in relationships, this book is definitely for you!

—MARK BRAZEE PASTOR, WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH PRESIDENT, DOMATA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF THE SPIRIT TULSA, OKLAHOMA
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CONTENTS

Acknowledgments

Foreword by Joshua Blount

Introduction: We Are in a War

PART I

A BREACH IN THE HEDGE

Chapter 1 Your Spiritual Security System

PART II

DEVIL-PROOF YOUR MARRIAGE

Chapter 2 God’s Design for Marriage

Chapter 3 The Key to a Happy, Loving Marriage

Chapter 4 Understanding His Needs

Chapter 5 Understanding Her Needs

Chapter 6 The Power of Honor in Marriage

PART III

DEVIL-PROOF YOUR CHILDREN

Chapter 7 The Devil Is Always After the Seed

Chapter 8 God Cares About Children

Chapter 9 A Blueprint for Building Strong Families

Chapter 10 Resisting the Culture

Chapter 11 Introducing Your Children to Christ

Chapter 12 Build a Dynasty

Appendix: Prayers to Declare Over Your Family

Notes




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

TRUDI AND I want to acknowledge and thank almighty God for the Bible, His holy Word. We have endeavored to carefully base every principle we teach on what we have learned from the Bible and not just our own good ideas.

We have experienced firsthand in our family that God’s Word will never fail, no matter what challenges we experience. It may not be easy, but the patient application of God’s Word into the battles of life will bring about change, no matter how impossible the situation may seem.

Jesus came for the purpose of transforming our lives and enabling us to overcome our sin and reverse the curse that it produced. The virtue to do this is found in His Word. We pray that as you read this book, the principles we lay forth from His Word will empower you to change your family...forever.




FOREWORD

THIS BOOK IS written by a couple who have devoted their lives since salvation to the cause of Christ—not just in ministry but in every area. As their son, I lived under the principles written in this book, and I can tell you they have left a lasting mark on my life. I was not a child who upon reaching adulthood had to overcome the shortcomings of my upbringing. In fact, on the contrary, I feel my upbringing played like a slingshot that launched me into many of the successes and the favor I am walking in today.

Part of my parents’ legacy is this. At every major stage of my life, as I looked at the horizon of my future, I aspired to live up to the standard that was placed before me in my upbringing. On my wedding day, on the days my children were born, in victory and in devastation, I have always reflected on the consistent pattern that was modeled in the home I was privileged to grow up in.

My parents, like any parents, were not perfect, and they are transparent enough to make that clear in this book. But I always knew where they stood. They stood with Jesus, they stood united as a married couple, and they stood for me.

They are, in this writer’s opinion, a model of the biblical parenting style. They were consistent in love, open, and honest. When I was growing up, they were my cheerleaders, coaches, and standard-bearers. They were involved and helped me understand the greater spiritual truths that are at work in this fallen world. They protected me yet they didn’t shelter me.

They fought for me and they taught me how to fight. They taught me that I can have anything Jesus has for me, but it’s not automatic. I will have to fight the devil for it and take it by force! The same is true for you today. You can have anything the Bible says you can have, but the devil will not give up an inch except by force. 

Not fighting is not an option. If you choose not to fight, the enemy of your life will not choose to take it easy on you. No, he will clean your clock!

There is a powerful, abundant life possible for you and your family, but it lives on the other side of a battle. I know this because my very existence, the life I live, was made possible because of a fight! My mother was barren; she couldn’t have children (you’ll read more about that in the pages to come). But my parents sided with God’s Word, stood in faith, and fought for me, and because of it I exist today. My life was made possible because a couple made the decision to fight the enemy’s attempts to rob them of children!

I can’t help but wonder as I write this what life might be possible for you if you will just fight for it. I know this: the life you dream of is possible. But make no mistake about it, you will have to fight for it.

If you want an incredible, godly marriage and kids who don’t depart from the things of God when they grow up, if you want to be the spiritual leader of your home, you can have it. But you will have to fight for it, and this book will show you how. It will help you strategize and partner with God so you can fight to attain all that He desires for your marriage and family.

We are called to be fighters. All the victory in your marriage and family has already been won for you through the completed work of the Cross. You can’t take any of your wealth or material possessions with you when you die. But if you will partner with Jesus and do all you can to stand, you will find yourself one day in heaven with the only ones you can take with you—your family. I can think of no greater achievement. 

We win when we fight. We win when we stay aggressive. So choose to be a fighter, choose to partner with Jesus, and choose to outwork, outfight, outlast—out-anything—the devil.

Fight the good fight for your family! It’s worth it.

—JOSHUA BLOUNT PASTOR, NEW SONG CHURCH OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA




Introduction

WE ARE IN A WAR

THERE IS A battle raging for the hearts and minds of people in our day that is unprecedented in human history. The real enemy behind this war is not a political system or a concept such as moral relativism. Our adversary is an invisible, evil genius that is strategizing a vast plan and directing every step. His name is the devil.

The devil is real. He is not an abstract idealism or a doctrine. He is an angel created by God who fell from his exalted position in heaven and now inhabits the spiritual atmosphere of planet Earth.

The devil’s stock-in-trade is deception. That’s what he used to trick Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. The deception he sold them led to mankind’s fall from grace and the subsequent curse that came on the earth. This curse is the reason for every wicked and dark thing we see taking place in our time.

The Bible tells us, “We don’t want to unwittingly give Satan an opening for yet more mischief—we’re not oblivious to his sly ways!” (2 Cor. 2:11, THE MESSAGE).

The devil is evil but he is not stupid. His design is to steal from people, try to kill every person he can, and utterly destroy every human being on the planet (John 10:10). He really does hate people and he plays for keeps.

I’m not trying to glorify the devil or his power, but I want you to be fully aware of the situation we all face. If we want a strong marriage and children who love God and fulfill their purpose in life, we have to come to terms with the fact that we are in a war.

In the beginning stages of World War II when Hitler and his Nazi regime began their march through Europe, people underestimated their power. Hitler began in Poland, quickly overpowering the towns and villages in what became famous as blitzkrieg warfare. 

Hitler’s troops came with no fanfare or warning, and people had no idea what was happening or what they were facing.

They were caught completely off guard. The Nazis would roll into town with soldiers, guns, and tanks, and the people were so unprepared they would try to oppose them with rocks and shovels. They had no chance and were utterly demolished. It was no contest at all, because these nations were not equipped for the battle.

I am convinced that one of the biggest issues plaguing Christians today is that we are not equipped to wage war against our enemy, the devil. The Apostle Paul instructed, “Finally, my brothers, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Eph. 6:10–11, MEV). Why would we need armor if there was no threat?

We are in a battle. There is no escaping it. There is no going AWOL. We are in a fight to the finish, a life-or-death conflict.

The enemy wants to destroy you and your family. And every day he plots and schemes how to do it. He has plans, tricks, tactics, and a team of demons working round-the-clock looking for ways to get at you. He knows, as pastor Tony Evans once said, that whoever controls the family controls the future.1

Make no mistake: this war is not going to disappear until Jesus returns. If you don’t show up ready to fight, you’re going to lose. And in the world today, there are a lot of people who are losing. They lose because they don’t understand that they are in a war. They lose because they don’t understand who the war is against. They lose because they don’t understand where the battle is being fought. They lose because they don’t understand who is against them, and most importantly they lose because they don’t understand who is for them.

Our marriages can be strong. Our children can love God and be on fire for Him. We can protect our homes from the attacks of the enemy. But this victory won’t be handed to us on a silver platter. We must go to battle.

The devil hates us. He’s a bully and a cheater. He’s sneaky and deceptive. He doesn’t play fair, and he doesn’t back off or show mercy. He doesn’t take it easy on the weak or the young. He is every awful, ugly, horrible thing that exists.

But here is a great truth: Satan’s a mean bully, yes. But we have an ally on our side. His name is Jesus.

The devil hates us so much because God loves us so much. The devil is really angry with God. Ever since God threw Lucifer out of heaven all those years ago, the enemy has been trying to get back at God by attacking what God loves the most—His children. 

Satan’s attacks against you really should be like an alarm clock going off, reminding you of the Father’s love.

God loved us so much that He allowed His Son to be born into this fallen earth to rescue us from the scourge of sin. God was willing to stoop down to our level, get in the middle of our mess, and clean it all up for us. Jesus didn’t come and just throw us a life raft. The Cross shows us that He dove right into the middle of our mess. When we call out to Jesus for help, He grabs us and pulls us to safety—if we will let Him.

God got it all back

Adam’s sin affected all mankind and produced the curse of sin and death, but the one it affected the most was God. The fall of mankind meant God lost His family. 

God made the earth for people, because He wanted to reproduce Himself. Simply put, He wanted a family. God wanted people to be born in His likeness so that we could walk with Him, love Him, and reproduce ourselves, because He wanted children.

When mankind rebelled against God, it severed the relationship He could have with His family. God, who is holy, could no longer have close fellowship with the children He had made. He had to distance Himself from the family He had created and loved. 

The separation that now existed could not be fixed by man. Adam and Eve were evicted from paradise (the Garden of Eden), because they had to be separated from the presence of God.

The Bible says God “drove out the man” from the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:24, KJV). The Hebrew word translated “drove out” here is garash, which can also mean “divorce.” The separation that now existed between God and Adam and Eve was like a divorce. Because of their rebellion He had no other choice.

Anyone who has been divorced knows it is one of the most painful experiences anyone can have. It is a tearing apart of something that was at one time spiritually and emotionally joined. A pastor once used this analogy for divorce: “Picture two pieces of paper glued together; now try to separate them. What happens? Both papers tear apart.”2

God knows firsthand the pain and despair of divorce. He knows it because He has been through it. In dealing with the subject of divorce in Malachi 2:16, God declared that He hates “putting away” (KJV), or divorce. Some have interpreted that verse to mean God hates those who have gone through divorce. Wrong interpretation. God doesn’t hate people. God hates divorce because of how much divorce hurts people. God loves people and hates for them to hurt.

That is why He sent His Son. Through His death on the cross, Jesus came to fix the separation between God and man and reconnect us to our Father. He came to heal the wounds caused by sin. And He came to give us back the authority we lost in the garden. 

When Jesus died on the cross, He triumphed over the enemy. He got back—in full—everything that was lost when Adam and Eve fell. He got it all back! Colossians 2:15 says, “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.” This means we can have victory in our families. We can walk in unity with our spouse, enjoy the time we spend together, and raise children who serve and honor God. It means single parents can raise children who defy all the negative statistics about kids who grew up in one-parent homes.

We can do this because Jesus already gained the victory over the enemy. But we have to lay claim to that victory.

Too many Christians are losing their marriages and their children to the enemy because they don’t know who they’re up against or how to fight him. That’s why we have written this book, to equip you for the battle.

In this book we will show you practical principles from Scripture that, when applied, will thwart the enemy’s attacks against your house. Notice I didn’t say these principles would stop the attacks against your family. As long as you live in the earth you will have to deal with the enemy’s aggression, but you don’t have to succumb to it. Our goal is to show you how to put up barriers now that will repel future attacks the enemy will wage against your home.

We will share from our experience and from our years ministering about marriage and family issues in churches across the nation. If anyone had the odds stacked against them to have a long-term marriage and raise a successful family, it was us. We grew up in a small farming community in the sixties and were only nineteen and seventeen years old when we got married. We heard rumors that people around town were saying, “Those two will never make it.”

People had reason to say that. Besides being very young, we knew little about life and less about how to connect in our marriage. We loved each other but didn’t know how to live with each other. After being married for just a few months it seemed we were constantly fighting. But a miracle happened. We both met Jesus and our lives were turned upside down, or should I say right side up.

Even after we were saved, we still didn’t know how to get along, but we had a heart to learn. Because of our commitment to be involved in a local church, study God’s Word, and never quit, our marriage has endured. We have been married for forty-four years now and have two children and five grandchildren (so far) who love God and are committed to serving Him.

Our life has not been perfect. We have taken some hits along the way and made some mistakes. The enemy has tried to kill Trudi on two separate occasions, but we experienced the miraculous power of Jesus and she was healed. There are some things that have happened that we still don’t understand and probably won’t this side of heaven. But we have learned that when disappointments come, there is always a new day and new grace in Jesus.

This book is about cooperating with God and allowing Him to work in and through you. It is about recognizing that God loves you and is for you and your family. It is about using the authority you have been given in Christ to recover what the enemy has stolen from you and then shutting the gate so he can’t do it again.

If you are a single parent or married to someone who doesn’t share your desire to devil-proof your family, don’t worry. This book is for you too. The strategies outlined in these pages will help equip any spouse or parent to protect your home from the enemy’s attacks, regardless of your situation.

You will notice that this book is cowritten by Ken and Trudi Blount. Although I (Ken) am doing the writing, all of the research and organization was done in partnership with Trudi. In fact, Trudi is the one who dug up most of the spiritual secrets from the original Hebrew text. But this book shares our story and the things we have learned and teach together in our ministry.

The principles to build a successful marriage and raise children who love God are established early on in the Bible. Much of what we will share in these pages is actually based on the first three chapters of Genesis, which contain powerful revelation about the family. We are also going to discover some of the secrets about God’s heart concerning family that are encoded in the original Hebrew, the language in which the Old Testament was written.

I pray what you learn in the pages of this book will reveal the heart of God to you and give you the ammunition you need to devil-proof your family for a bright and powerful future. So let’s get started by going back to the beginning.




PART I

A BREACH IN THE HEDGE




Chapter 1

YOUR SPIRITUAL SECURITY SYSTEM

YOU CAN NEVER really understand God until you understand family. He created the earth because He wanted a family. He is a God of love, and He created people so He could express and share His love. Family is everything in the heart of God.

There is a principle in Bible interpretation called the law of first mention. This is the idea that the first mention or occurrence of a subject in the Bible gives us an idea of its significance throughout all of Scripture and how it is viewed by God.1 This law lets us know the subject remains unchanged in the heart of God throughout Scripture. With this in mind, let’s look at Genesis 1.

After God created the earth as we know it, He declared, “Let us make man [meaning man and woman] in our image, after our likeness, and let them have dominion [the ability to rule and make decisions]” (Gen. 1:26, MEV). Then in verse 28, He tells them to be fruitful and multiply, which means He wanted them to reproduce themselves. God’s entire plan revolved around the creation of families. And the law of first mention lets us know that God’s heart about family doesn’t change throughout Scripture. Families are central to His eternal plan.

Even the language of the Bible points to the importance of family. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew, which is a very expressive language. There are twenty-two letters in Hebrew and unlike in English each letter has a numerical value and a word picture, or a concept, that corresponds with the letter. When the different letters and concepts are put together, they tell stories and principles about God.2

The very first letter of the entire Bible (not the first word, the first letter) is the Hebrew letter bet, which corresponds to our English letter B. The Hebrew symbol, or the word picture, for the letter bet is a house. Most of the time in Scripture, when you see the word house, you can substitute it for the word family. So the entire Bible begins with a letter depicted by a house, a word that often means family in the Bible. I don’t think that is a coincidence. God’s original intent in the beginning—the reason He created the earth—was to have a family. Family is the foundation for everything He did. He is a God of love, and He created people so He could express and share His love. Family is everything in the heart of God.

Family is also a major theme in Scripture—perhaps the major theme. After the creation of the earth, there was a marriage of the first two people created. Then Scripture ends in the Book of Revelation with the marriage supper of the Lamb. So the Bible begins with a wedding (Adam and Eve becoming one) and ends with a wedding (the Bridegroom returning for His bride, the church). The story in between is about a Father birthing a family, seeing family dysfunction and loss, then working for centuries to get His family back. (He finally succeeds in the end!) Because of the importance God placed on family, it was the first thing Satan attacked.

Keeping the garden

After God created man from the dust of the ground but before Eve came on the scene, God did two things. He gave Adam a place to live then He gave him an assignment, or a job.

Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and to keep it.

—GENESIS 2:15, MEV

Adam’s assignment was twofold. He was to “tend” the garden. This means he was the caretaker. You could even say he was a farmer. But there was another part of his job.

Adam was to “keep” the garden. The word “keep” here actually means he was to protect, guard, and keep watch over it. Why would God tell Adam to protect the garden? Because there was a danger of someone intruding. A closer look at the Hebrew meaning of “Garden of Eden” gives insight into God’s command.

The word “Eden” comes from the Hebrew letters ayin (eye or to see), dalet (door, pathway), and noon (activity, life) and can be interpreted to mean eternal life.3 It must have been a virtual paradise. God placed man in this wonderful place to enjoy a perfect life of provision, health, and protection. Mankind was supposed to walk with God in this perfect place and enjoy life at its best. Now add to that the fact that the word translated “garden” in Genesis 2 doesn’t just mean a pretty place where plants grow. It also means an enclosure or hedge.4 So when we put the words together, we see that “Garden of Eden” means a hedge of eternal life.

The word translated garden (gan) suggests there was a barrier or a fence around this wonderful paradise. Part of Adam’s job was to keep any intruder or trespasser from coming across the property line. This is because God knew there was an intruder that would try to cross Adam’s property line and invade the garden.

Adam was supposed to use the authority God had placed in his hands to keep the enemy (the serpent) out of the garden. Adam was supposed to devil-proof the garden God gave him and his family. It was part of his job description. God told him in Genesis 1:28, “Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (MEV).

Notice the verse says mankind was to “subdue” and “have dominion” over the earth. This dominion was to be exercised as man walked in partnership with God. In a partnership each party has a role to play. Man’s part was to protect the garden, using his God-given dominion to subdue the earth. God’s part was to use His awesome power to back the man up as He obeyed His Father.

Think about this like a security system you install in your home. Trudi and I have a wonderful home filled with all kinds of electronics, family pictures, furniture, and many other things we cherish. We have spent several years and thousands of dollars turning our house into the nice home it is today.

Our house means a lot to us so we protect it, and we have many different lines of defense for our home. We have locks on our doors and windows and a security system that is monitored twenty-four hours a day. The monitoring company works with us much like God works with people. The company backs us up to protect us from invasions. They will alert the police, who will show up with force if there is any kind of breach in the perimeter.

Our security system has sensors and motion detectors as well as fire and carbon monoxide alarms. If we set the alarm and a door opens, a big bull horn begins to sound and the security system notifies the monitoring company. If no one turns it off, the police are sent. We are set up to be protected.

But our security system doesn’t just keep bad things out; it also keep the good things in. We can set our security system to chime when a door or window opens. Why? Because we have a pool, and we need to know if one of our little grandkids goes outside because we wouldn’t want one of them to fall into the pool with no one around.

All of these things are a part of our line of defense. We’re not living in fear of bad things happening, but we’re being safe and smart. We want to protect the things we care about, and we have many different tools to help us do that.

God’s security system is no different. He uses many different lines of defense and has given us authority over the enemy so we can keep ourselves protected.

So here is the truth. In the Garden of Eden man didn’t do his job. When the serpent came along that day and invaded his property line, Adam should have immediately evicted him. It was in his authority to do so. Adam could have said, “Whoa! Who are you and why are you on my property? You can just leave the same way you entered. Get out!” If Adam had done that God would have backed him up, and the enemy wouldn’t have stood a chance. But Adam did not do his part. He was passive and it cost him everything. 

You may be wondering, “Why didn’t God intervene and kick the serpent out Himself?” If you’ve ever asked yourself that, what I am about to say is very important for you to understand. God had delegated that authority to Adam, and God is true to His word. He had given Adam authority to guard the garden, and He was not going to take it back. The fact of the matter was Adam didn’t fulfill his part of the bargain, and God couldn’t do it for him.

The Bible tells us, “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field” (Gen. 3:1). The serpent came to tempt. His goal was to deceive Adam and take what didn’t belong to him, and he was very tricky in his approach. When the devil comes against people he always does it seductively. The Bible calls Satan an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). Light catches a person’s attention and fascinates. The devil draws people with “lights” that look good on the surface but will ultimately wreak havoc in our lives. He speaks to our head (he always comes with enticing thoughts) and makes things that will destroy our life look “shiny” and inviting. Remember, the devil only has one goal, and that is to take you for everything you have!

The devil’s objective in the garden was to get inside the property line and sell his bag of goods to Adam and Eve. The devil wanted to create a wedge between Adam and Eve and entice them into disobeying God. It is very interesting that we have no evidence of the serpent coming around when Adam was alone in the garden. But as soon as the woman came on the scene and they married, we have the first record of his appearance. He saw this marriage as a threat, so he came to destroy it in its infancy. I believe the devil’s greatest fear is a marriage that honors God.

You know what happened next—the deal with the forbidden fruit. Eve was seduced. Adam should have evicted the serpent, but he didn’t. Instead, he and Eve allowed a breach in the hedge and laid down the authority God had placed in their hands. The devil didn’t attack Adam and Eve straight up. He deceived them into choosing to sin.

Doors wide open

I can have the greatest security system in the world, but if I go on a trip and leave the doors of my house wide open and the security system turned off, what good will it do me?

If something has been stolen when I return after a few days, I can’t call up my security company and complain that their system didn’t work. The theft was my fault, not theirs. I left the door open. I didn’t follow the stipulations of the contract I signed with them. Simply put, I didn’t do my part.

Satan is real. He hates all of us, and he will do anything he is allowed to do. It’s not just by chance that we have troubles and struggles. It’s because we have an enemy that is actually fighting against us. The Bible warns us, “Be sober and watchful, because your adversary the devil walks around as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8, MEV).

God tells us in this verse that we need to keep our guard up because our enemy is looking to devour us. We need to keep the windows and doors to our lives and families locked so Satan can’t get in and steal the things God has blessed us with. Remember, Satan doesn’t leave us alone because we’re Christians. On the contrary, that makes him try that much harder to steal the things that God has for us.

But notice 1 Peter 5:8 uses the term “may.” It says the devil is seeking whom he “may” devour. This means he is looking for someone who will give him permission. He has to get your cooperation before he can come in and wreck your life.

How does he get permission? He gets permission through sin and any other open doors.
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