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2020 UPDATE AND BEYOND

2020 has brought changes that no one expected. Many of us have been confined to our homes, and those in-person activities we depended on for training and enrichment are now online. Even when we get a taste of a return of normality, new strains of COVID pop up, sending us scurrying back to our pandemic holes. In our present situation, how is Afterglow relevant since it primarily deals with in-person training?


Find and learn from experts in their fields and develop a look and feel that fits your style of presenting!



Regardless of the training environment, you – the presenter – are still the main attraction! How you add proper lighting, sound, backgrounds and appropriate PowerPoint are simply additions. And, though these additions are crucial for the professionalism you need as an online presenter, the information you need to be the best presenter you can be does not change. Even so, many of the tools and formats presented within these pages are just as powerful regardless of the training environment.

Online work and presentations are here to stay. COVID has made us change. We should view these different modes of communication as opportunities to be creative, and to be even better presenters. Every section of Afterglow is necessary for effective presentations regardless of the mode of delivery. All presenters need to understand themselves, audiences, delivery styles and pertinent tools and formats for increased understanding, interest and retention of the material.


Utilize all the technology offered and stamp it with your unique presentation signature. Remember, the additions highlight you and the information that you present.



Enjoy Afterglow and this new adventure into education at its best.


PROLOGUE

INITIATE the Adventure

It was 1:30 AM on a cold February morning when I finally arrived at the hotel in Sheboygan, Wisconsin: this was my initial seminar assignment as a contract trainer for a national seminar company. A missed connecting flight in Chicago and mounds of snow accounted for the late arrival of this Southerner, who was not used to battling the winter elements and my questionable GPS for directions. Exhausted, I unpacked and tried to prepare for the seminar that would take place in several short hours.

My mind kept wandering to visions of falling flat on my face during this first step in my new career. Restful sleep was out of the question, so I tried to at least relax. A short time later, I presented the first day of a two-day seminar on communication running entirely on adrenalin. To my surprise, I had an enjoyable experience and so did the participants (all of whom enthusiastically returned for the second day of the seminar).

I felt relief and amazement.


Over the years, I’ve come to refer to that fateful first contract training session as the “Miracle in Sheboygan.”



What is Afterglow?

The title for this book comes from the feeling I felt following the Miracle in Sheboygan, and after many subsequent seminars. In essence, “afterglow” is the sense of satisfaction and pleasure that comes from successfully communicating knowledge; and that feeling occurs not only with you, as a presenter, but with your audience as well.

I feel I should add a personal confession here: I do not succeed at jobs or assignments when I’m not having fun. For the workaholic’s corporate mindset, this may sound like an oxymoron. If I’m not having fun, I don’t last long. Life is too precious to miss engaging creative energies and making each day the best. That said, I have succeeded as an independent contractor and an employee in non-profits and state government, so I am not limited in my ability to make different types of jobs fun.


My mission to make all assignments enjoyable for all people involved (including me!) has led to my understanding that the goal for you and your audience is to experience this “afterglow” through Seamless Presentations.



Afterglow can be the result when you connect with the audience; when you, the presenter, are comfortable with who you are and confident with the presentation material. After all, if this is your job, why not enjoy the entire event?

Does all of this sound simple so far? Could powerful, productive presentations really just be about basic ideas like connection and comfort? Well, of course!

But, don’t be fooled. Simple isn’t always easy.

What is a Seamless Presentation?

If you are reading this book it is because you want connection with the audience and Comfort with yourself and the material. Put in purely utilitarian terms: if you are reading this book, it is because you want to learn ways to make your public speaking better. Whether presentations for hundreds of people or business meetings with ten, you want to present yourself in a manner that is coherent and meaningful for all involved. Fear not! Within these pages, you will find the system I have developed over decades of giving (and receiving) presentations.

I call my method Seamless Presentations; and it is what happens when you let go of preconceived notions about what a presentation is, and really connect with a group of people. I use the word “seamless” because my process builds materials and activities organically from the content to be presented and the people to whom it will be presented.

A Seamless Presentation does not rely on jokes or gimmicks in order to keep people awake. Instead, it builds understanding and excitement out of simple human connection. But, you aren’t in this game just to be understandable and exciting, are you? You want what you say to be memorable.


Afterglow is all about energy, and how that energy works for you and for your audiences. Within this book, you will find out how to engage people’s minds and energies using multiple strategies and approaches. Through this approach, you will come to find the powerful energy of afterglow!



That’s what this book is all about: learning the system I use will not only make your presentations understandable and exciting, but also meaningful and memorable. Even if you have been charged with passing along new procedures at work, after reading this book you will have all the tools necessary to make that presentation meaningful and memorable.

Let There Be Light!

Throughout this book, I use the light bulb to represent concepts related to developing Seamless Presentations. Part One is “Captivate,” illustrated by the electrical source that powers the bulb. This section delves primarily into the core concepts of identifying and maintaining audience energy.

[image: ]


Part Two is called “Activate,” and is characterized by the foot contacts at the base of the light bulb. Just as the foot contacts conduct energy into the bulb, this section delves into the core concepts of discovering your own personal presentation style and inviting audience members into your presentation.
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Finally, the outer work of Captivate is combined with the inner work of Activate in Part Three, “Liberate.” This concept is depicted by the glass mount and tungsten filament inside the bulb. The ideas and information to be presented are represented by the small filament wire; for it is this simple wire that heats up, then glows bright. The glass mount connects the energy of the audience and your passion with that information. It is the shape of your presentation.
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You might also call this last section the Seamless Presentations Cookbook. It is the recommended structure and formats for a successful time spent with an audience. So, if you are only in this for the “how-to,” this is the section to read. Just remember, the glass mount connects everything together.

Part Three, Liberate, is not separate from the outer an inner work contained in Parts One and Two, Captivate and Activate. It develops from the information in the first two sections. My fear is that if you skip to the Cookbook, you may have a structurally sound presentation, but it will be an empty one. Your presentations simply will not glow.

Proceed at your own risk.


Consider a light bulb for a moment. It is a simple contraption, comprising an air-tight glass enclosure with a filament wire inside. There are electrical foot contacts at its base that connect to a light fixture (essentially a fancy electrical source). Once the foot contacts conduct energy into the filament, we get light. This simple object illuminates the world. Our world.



Meaningful Words Affecting Lives

I have been asked many times how I do what I do. Well, after many drafts here it is.

While gathering material for this book I thought back to my Miracle in Sheboygan. What skills did I possess to pull off that first step into the wide world of contract training?

Of course, I have taught my entire career in unconventional settings, where I had control of the teaching process. As one might expect, this was a strong contributor to my first success, as well as being able to sustain success over time. As is often the case, there is no substitute for experience. But it was – by no means – the only contributing factor: if teaching had been my only experience, I often think I would be less of a teacher now.
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Over the years, I gained skills that served me well in almost any setting.
OEBPS/html/images/1_1.jpg
The Power of
Seamless Presentations

Gayle Mingledorff

Ideas into Books® WESTVIEW
Kingston Springs, Tennessee





OEBPS/nav.xhtml


	

	

	

		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright Page



		Contents



		2020 Update And Beyond



		Initiate The Adventure



		What Is Afterglow?



		What Is A Seamless Presentation?



		Let There Be Light!



		Meaningful Words Affecting Lives











		Captivate The Audience



		When Passion Meets Energy



		Finding The Audience’S Energy



		Seizing The Audience’S Energy



		Draining The Audience’S Energy











		Activate Your Talents



		Passion, Authenticity And Simplicity



		Uncovering Your Personal Presentation Style



		Enhance Your Personal Presentation Style



		Practice Makes Perfect(Ish)











		Liberate The Content



		Three Signposts: Engage – Educate – Entertain



		The Seamless Presentations Cookbook



		The Opening



		The Body



		General Guidelines



		Formats



		Formats in a Business Setting



		Tools



		Humor, Storytelling and Personal Stories



		PowerPoint











		The Closing











		Wild Creatures











		Substantiate These Claims



		Sample Seamless Presentations Outline



		The Opening



		The Body



		Transition to the Content











		The Closing











		Seamless Presentations:



		Alive And Well











		About the Author













		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



















































































































































































































































OEBPS/html/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/html/images/12_2.jpg





OEBPS/html/images/13_1.jpg





OEBPS/html/images/12_1.jpg





OEBPS/html/images/15_1.jpg
AppLE>






