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  Dear NFT User,

  We never get tired of saying “Philadelphia: City of Winners.” Sure, the Fightins have mostly underperformed this decade. And of course the schools are woefully underfunded and in danger of going into receivership. But at least we have a world-class newspaper to cut through it all...oh wait. But in point of fact, the truth is we’re all really geeked about our chances at these schmancy new casinos popping up everywhere. Yessir, we’re feeling luckier and luckier ‘round these parts. Besides, mindless boosterism is for lesser cities—Boston, for instance. Kidding! (Well, sort of.)

  Of course, Philadelphia is much more than just sports fans, street parties, and municipal sclerosis, and we here at NFT have worked hard to tell you about it. In this book you’ll find hard facts, honest opinions, and decent advice on everything from where to get drunk on the cheap to which museum is best to take parents to. If you’re new to the city, we’ll help you get acquainted. If you’ve been here a while, hopefully we can point out some places you’ve never been to, but should definitely check out.

  The new edition is full of hundreds of new listings and updates, but if there’s still something amiss or missing, by all means let us know. Your feedback is essential in helping us make this the ultimate guide to Philly. Dig www.notfortourists.com to give us pro or con feedback. We can take it! And check out our nifty mobile app, for the latest up-to-date information on the go.

  Cheers,

  —Jane, Scott, Emily, et al.
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    Not quite University City and not quite Rittenhouse, Center City West straddles a strange area of Philadelphia. But it also holds some of our best gems: The Mutter Museum and Franklin Institute are two of the most interesting museums in Philly (beware: the Institute’s giant heart smells), and you can always take in an indie rock show at the First Unitarian Church.
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  • The Armory • 22 S 23rd St

  215-564-1488

  Gorgeous building hosting events like antique fairs and roller derby. Cool.

  • First Unitarian Church • 2125 Chestnut St

  215-563-3980

  Frequent indie rock shows in the basement. Seriously.

  • Fitler Square • Locust St & S 21st St

  Quakers are why Philly is so green, so pay respects.

  • The Franklin Institute • 222 N 20th St

  215-448-1200

  IMAX, Planetarium and lots of kiddie-fare.

  • The Giant Heart • 222 N 20th St

  Oversized human heart model enthralling generations of Philly-area youth.

  • Schuylkill Banks • 2500 Spruce St

  215-222-6030

  Running, biking, roller blading, hanging (out).
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  • Almaz Cafe • 140 S 20th St

  215-557-0108

  Cute! Like, seriously.

  • Good Karma Café • 331 S 22nd St

  215-546-1479

  Decent coffee shop with a Philosophy.
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  • Fitler Square • S 23rd St & Pine St

  Saturdays, 10 am-2 pm, year-round.

  • The Porch Farmers’ Market •

  N 30th St & Market St

  Wednesdays, 11 am-2 pm, May-Sept.

  • Schuylkill River Park Farmers’ Market •

  25th St & Spruce St

  Wednesdays, 3 pm-7 pm, in season.
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  • The Bards • 2013 Walnut St

  215-569-9585

  Laid-back watering hole.

  • Doobies • 2201 Lombard St

  215-546-0316

  You’ll quickly become fast friends with everyone in the place.

  • Helium Comedy Club • 2031 Sansom St

  215-496-9001

  Top-rated comics haggle for laughs in an uninspired, basement-like room.

  • Irish Pub • 2007 Walnut St

  215-568-5603

  Rowdy student hang-out unsafe for morally mature.

  • Medusa • 27 S 21st St

  215-557-1981

  A “write your name on the ceiling when the bartender’s not looking”, kind of place.

  • Mix Brick Oven Pizza • 2101 Chestnut St

  215-568-3355

  Beer. And pretty decent pizza.

  • Ranstead Room • 2013 Ranstead St

  Cool speakeasy. Look for the double R’s on the door.

  • Roosevelt Pub • 2220 Walnut St

  215-569-8879

  Penn fave and with good reason: best drink deals in the city.

  • Tank Bar • 261 S 21st St

  215-546-4232

  Giant fish tank highlights this sultry joint.

  • World Cafe Live • 3025 Walnut St

  215-222-1400

  Awesome live shows, but not much else.
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  • Agno Grill • 2104 Chestnut St

  267-858-4590 • $

  Build your own Mediterranean noms.

  • Audrey Claire • 290 S 20th St

  215-731-1222 • $$$$

  Simple, classic dishes done with suitable aplomb.

  • The Bards • 2013 Walnut St

  215-569-9585 • $$

  Fries and curry sauce are a must.

  • Bistro St. Tropez •

  2400 Market StMarketplace Design Center

  215-569-9269 • $$$$

  Way-upscale French bistro has style to spare.

  • Café Lutecia • 2301 Lombard St

  215-790-9557 • $

  Baguette or croissant sandwiches, simple, delicious soup, and the best lemonade in the city.

  • Dmitri’s • 2227 Pine St

  215-985-3680 • $$

  Great for small dishes with big drinks.

  • El Rey • 2013 Chestnut St

  215-563-3330 • $$

  Mexico, brought to you by Stephen Starr.

  • Erawan Thai Cuisine • 123 S 23rd St

  215-567-2542 • $$

  Not a looker, but the dishes (esp. the glass noodles) are solid.

  • Fitler Dining Room • 2201 Spruce St

  215-732-3331 • $$$

  Charming French bistro by way of Pub & Kitchen.

  • Friday Saturday Sunday • 261 S 21st St

  215-546-4232 • $$$$

  The Tank Bar on the second floor is a great place to get lit.

  • Fuji Mountain • 2030 Chestnut St

  215-751-0939 • $$$$

  Thoughtful and cozy, belly up to the sushi bar and do a shot of fish.

  • Gavin’s Cafe • 2536 Pine St

  267-519-2494 • $

  Grab some empanadas to-go for a Schuylkill side picnic!

  • Mama Palma’s • 2229 Spruce St

  215-735-7357 • $

  Wood-fired, thin-crust pie in variations unthinkable—so you thought.

  • Mama’s Vegetarian • 18 S 20th St

  215-751-0477 • $

  Cheap, tasty, healthy, and they’ll even deliver. Try the falafel.

  • Melograno • 2012 Sansom St

  215-875-8116 • $$$$

  Sophisticated yet unpretentious Italian joint packs ‘em in.

  • Meritage • 500 S 20th St

  215-985-1922 • $$$

  Former snob stop has been transformed into a lively bistro.

  • Noble: An American Cookery •

  2025 Sansom St

  215-568-7000 • $$$

  Pretentious in name, but the food and drink holds up.

  • Porcini • 2048 Sansom St

  215-751-1175 • $$$

  Tiny but amazingly endearing. The ravishing food helps.

  • Primo Hoagies • 2043 Chestnut St

  215-496-0540 • $

  One of the premier hoagie experiences in the city.

  • Pub & Kitchen • 1946 Lombard St

  215-545-0350 • $$

  Pub food deserving of a better moniker.

  • Pure Fare • 119 S 21st St

  267-318-7441 • $

  Great lunch option when you feel guilty about skipping the gym.

  • Roosevelt Pub • 2220 Walnut St

  215-569-8879 • $

  Have some fine pub fare in an FDR-inspired setting.

  • Tampopo • 104 S 21st St

  215-557-9593 • $

  Inexpensive and speedy sushi, with lots of veggie options.

  • Thai Singha House to Go • 106 S 20th St

  215-568-2390 • $

  Tasty Thai food to-go in a tiny space.

  • Tinto • 114 S 20th St

  215-665-9150 • $$$$

  Every decadent thing you could think of is on the menu.

  • Twenty Manning • 261 S 20th St

  215-731-0900 • $$$$

  Hipster haute with a solid bar scene.

  • Vernick • 2031 Walnut St

  267-639-6644 • $$$

  Simple and inventive. One of Philly’s best restaurants.

  • Vic Sushi Bar • 2035 Sansom St

  215-564-4339 • $$

  Get down and dirty with the cheap and fresh.

  • Village Whiskey • 118 S 20th St

  215-665-1088 • $$

  Garces forgoes small platesdfor big burgers.

  
    Catch a stand up comedy show at Helium (and don’t miss the rousing combination of crazies and legitimately good comics on open mic night), discover how hair care can be kind of scary at Julius Scissor, and make sure you’re ready for nausea if you take in a not-made-for-IMAX film at the Franklin Institute’s IMAX theater.
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  • Bilt-Well Furniture Showroom •

  2317 Chestnut St

  215-568-4600

  You hope there merchendize is beter then there speling.

  • Bulb • 2056 Locust St

  215-732-2224

  Light up your life.

  • Capogiro • 117 S 20th St

  215-636-9250

  Artisanal gelato and sorbetto.

  • Classical Guitar Store • 2038 Sansom St

  215-567-2972

  Dude, where do you keep your Strats?

  • Dahlia’s • 2003 Walnut St

  215-568-6878

  Unique jewelry pieces in a refreshingly Israeli atmosphere.

  • Darling’s Coffeehouse &

  Famous Cheesecakes •

  2100 Spring St

  215-496-9611

  They make a nice pumpkin cheesecake.

  • Dollar General • 520 S 23rd St

  215-732-3079

  Save Time. Save Money.

  • Home Sweet Homebrew • 2008 Sansom St

  215-569-9469

  Friendly folks & brew supplies galore.

  • Julius Scissor • 2045 Locust St

  215-567-7222

  A hair artiste, with various hair-crafted sculptures on display.

  • Long In The Tooth • 2027 Sansom St

  215-569-1994

  Big space selling cds, records, and movies into late-nite when you’re drunk and ready.

  • Nook Bakery & Coffee Bar • 15 S 20th St

  215-496-9033

  Small-batch baking and coffee.

  • Pleasure Chest • 2039 Walnut St

  215-561-7480

  Honey, where are my dang nipple clips?

  • Rejuvalux Body Klinic Day Spa •

  2012 Walnut St

  215-563-8888

  Enjoy all their various transdermal services.

  • Springboard Media • 121 S 13th St

  215-988-7777

  Best Mac store in the city.

  • Trader Joe’s • 2121 Market St

  215-569-9282

  It’s not just for cheap yuppies anymore.

  • Wonderland • 2037 Walnut St

  215-561-1071

  Pipes, bongs, hookahs—strangely, all just for tobacco!
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    Walnut Street is where the decadent shop and later eat at an array of look-at-me restaurants. Rittenhouse Square sits at the center of the universe, filled with crusty punks, moms, and rich old ladies who refuse to pick up their dog shit. Too crowded? Go take a look at the fountain in Logan Square.
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  • Academy of Music • 1 S Broad St

  215-893-1999

  Scorsese shot the opening to The Age of Innocence here.

  • Allow Me Statue • 1412 Chestnut St

  Biz-dude holding umbrella is always creepy.

  • City Hall • JFK Blvd & Market St

  Its the largest municipal building in the world.

  • Clothespin Sculpture • Market St & N 15th St

  Obviously, a take on the ills of modern society. Or something.

  • Comcast Center • 1701 Arch St

  Tallest green building in the nation.

  • Domino Sculpture •

  1401 John F Kennedy Blvd

  Stand under a giant domino for a great photo op.

  • The Drake • 1512 Spruce St

  866-963-3058

  Historic, elegant 32 story art deco building—that you can live in!

  • Ethical Society of Philadelphia •

  1906 Rittenhouse Sq

  215-735-3456

  [Tape] deck the halls!

  • Friends Center • 1501 Cherry St

  Check out the helicopters landing and taking off.

  • Grip the Raven • 1901 Vine St

  Inspiration to Poe and Dickens, at the Free Library.

  • Grumman Greenhouse •

  N Broad St & Cherry St

  Former US military plane molded into a greenhouse—in crash position.

  • Harriet’s Nervous System •

  Vine St & N 15th St

  Medical college entrance still displays her—since 1888.

  • LOVE Park • Kennedy Blvd & N 15th St

  The skater Mecca of the world, if only it were legal.

  • The Market & Shops at Comcast Center • 1701 JFK Blvd

  215-496-1810

  Food court for office slaves.

  • Mary Dyer Statue • N 15th St & Cherry St

  Hanged Quaker martyr makes for moving piece.

  • The Masonic Temple • 1 N Broad St

  215-988-1900

  Giant staircases and oak appointments.

  • Packard Building • Chestnut St & S 15th St

  Shyamalanadingdong turned it into a train station for Unbreakable. Meh.

  • Philadelphia Art Alliance • 251 S 18th St

  215-545-4302

  Multidisciplinary arts center; great concerts, too.

  • Rittenhouse Square Fountain •

  Walnut St & S 18th St

  The perfect wade-to-your-pant-cuffs pool to take the edge off the summer.

  • Saint Mark’s Church • 1625 Locust St

  215-735-1416

  Scenes from Fallen were shot here. Too bad no one saw the movie.

  • Swann Memorial Fountain •

  Logan Sq & N 19th St

  Summertime, kids swim for free.

  • Toynbee Tiles • S Broad St & Sansom St

  Mysterious tiles all over the city.

  • Wachovia Building • S Broad St & Sansom St

  Parts of Trading Places were shot here. Wowee.

  • William Penn Statue •

  W Broad St & W Market St

  We will never dress him in Flyers’ gear again.
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  • Capriccio Café • 110 N 16th St

  215-735-9797

  Feels more Eurpoean than Philadelphian.

  • Elixir Coffee • 207 S Sydenham St

  Pour-overs and distressed wood.

  • La Citadelle • 1600 Pine St

  215-546-0820

  Understated coffee house worth your afternoon.

  • La Colombe • 130 S 19th St

  215-563-0860

  The bitter Philly favorite.

  • La Colombe Torrefaction • 1414 S Penn Sq

  215-977-7770

  One of the city’s best brews, with beans to go.
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  • Rittenhouse Farmers’ Market •

  S 18th St & Walnut St

  Saturdays, 10 am-3 pm (year-round); Tuesdays, 10 am-1 pm (May-Sept).

  • Suburban Station Farmers’ Market •

  N 16th St & John F. Kennedy Blvd

  Thursdays, 12 noon-6:30 pm, year-round.
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  • Ashton Cigar Bar • 1522 Walnut St

  267-350-0000

  The cigar bar returns to Philly.

  • The Black Sheep Pub • 247 S 17th St

  215-545-9473

  Pricey but authentic English pub atmosphere rules.

  • The Corner Foodery • 1710 Sansom St

  215-567-1500

  Featuring two of Philly’s great loves: beer and sandwiches.

  • Devil’s Alley • 1907 Chesnut St

  215-751-0707

  Something for everyone in a spacious, relaxed gastropub.

  • Drinker’s Pub • 1903 Chestnut St

  215-564-0914

  At the door you’ll find Weaver—the best bouncer in Philly.

  • The Franklin Mortgage & Investment Co. • 112 S 18th St

  267-467-3277

  A bit pretentious, but totally amazing cocktails.

  • Good Dog • 224 S 15th St

  215-985-9600

  Yumalicious local brews are featured in their draught pulls.

  • The Happy Rooster • 118 S 16th St

  215-963-9311

  The Passion of the Cristal: Mel’s fave bar in Philly.

  • Mace’s Crossing • 1714 Cherry St

  215-564-5203

  Where Tad and Kitty unwind from grueling regatta-cheering.

  • McGlinchey’s • 259 S 15th St

  215-735-1259

  Brilliantly low-end Uarts joint has cheap pints and Ms. Pac Man.

  • Misconduct Tavern • 1511 Locust St

  215-732-5797

  Giant flatscreens make for some excellent sports watching.

  • Monk’s Café • 264 S 16th St

  215-545-7005

  Possibly the best beer list in the city. Long wait, though.

  • Noche • 1901 Chestnut St

  215-568-0551

  Is cowprint fur on the walls sassy? Or just weird?

  • Nodding Head Brewery & Restaurant •

  1516 Sansom St

  215-569-9525

  Monk’s much-less-annoying alter ego has good home brew.

  • Oscar’s Tavern • 1524 Sansom St

  215-972-9938

  Beers so big you need two hands to hold ‘em.

  • Philadelphia Art Alliance • 251 S 18th St

  215-545-4302

  Challenging concert series in lovely old Rittenhouse mansion.

  • PHS Pop Up Garden • 313 S Broad St

  215-988-8800

  Why can’t every vacant lot in Philly turn into a beer garden?

  • Raven Lounge • 1718 Sansom St

  215-840-3577

  It’s all fun and games at this funky hot spot.

  • Ritz-Carlton Rotunda • 10 Avenue of the Arts

  215-523-8000

  They say your first million is the hardest. Well worth a toast.

  • Rouge • 205 S 18th St

  215-732-6622

  Rittenhouse fave.

  • Stir • 1705 Chancellor St

  215-732-2700

  Fun gay friendly dance club. With cheap drinks!

  • Tangier Café • 1801 Lombard St

  215-732-5006

  Sparkling little oasis reaches back to North Africa, circa 1932.

  • Tavern on Broad • 200 S Broad St

  215-546-2290

  • Tequilas • 1602 Locust St

  215-546-0181

  When you want to sober up, there’s also decent, upscale Mex waiting for you.

  • Time Restaurant • 1315 Sansom St

  215-985-4800

  Did someone say Absinthe?

  • Tir Na Nog • 1600 Arch St

  267-514-1700

  Sports-themed Irish bar panders to the City Hall set.

  

  
    Although ridiculously cheap lager can be had at Oscar’s, you’ll appreciate Monk’s expansive beer menu. Sure, the Ritz-Carlton Rotunda is the end-all-be-all of places to be seen, but fine cocktails are also crafted at Franklin Mortage & Investment Co. Meanwhile, The Black Sheep will help you wind down in style.
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  • 10 Arts Bistro and Lounge • 10 S Broad St

  215-523-8273 • $$$

  Upscale local fare at The Ritz.

  • a.kitchen • 135 S 18th St

  215-825-7030 • $$$

  Delicate dining and people watching among the Rittenhouse elite.

  • Alfa • 1709 Walnut St

  215-751-0201 • $$$

  Betas, get the f*** out.

  • Alma de Cuba • 1623 Walnut St

  215-988-1799 • $$$$

  Cuban soul food without all that annoying Communism.

  • Barclay Prime • 237 S 18th St

  215-732-7560 • $$$$$

  Starr, well done.

  • Bellini Grill • 220 S 16th St

  215-545-1191 • $$

  Pricey, mediocre Italian.

  • Bistro La Baia • 1700 Lombard St

  215-546-0496 • $$

  If you’re craving Italian and don’t feel like waiting.

  • Bliss • 220 S Broad St

  215-731-1100 • $$$

  Unpronounceably delicious dishes, but don’t let the chef’s yelling get to you.

  • Branzino Italian Ristorante • 261 S 17th St

  215-790-0103 • $$$

  Go alfresco if you can.

  • Butcher and Singer • 1500 Walnut St

  215-732-4444 • $$$$

  Steakhouse for the sophisticated set.

  • Byblos • 114 S 18th St

  215-568-3050 • $$$

  Hookahs and a euro-sheik menu, with the collared-shirt, gold-chain crowd to match.

  • Cafe L’Aube • 222 W Rittenhouse Sq

  215-772-3051 • $$

  Great crepes to go along with their own coffee.

  • The Capital Grille • 1338 Chestnut St

  215-545-9588 • $$$$

  Steakhouse for the Masters of the Expense Account.

  • Chez Collette • 120 S 17th St

  215-569-8300 • $$$$

  The Sofitel Hotel’s unflinching French, the brunch is very fluent.

  • Chima • 1901 JFK Blvd

  215-525-3233 • $$$

  How much is too much meat?

  • Chris’ Jazz Café • 1421 Sansom St

  215-563-3131 • $$$

  Where Jimmy Bruno and other jazz allstars play.

  • Continental Mid-Town • 1801 Chestnut St

  215-567-1800 • $$

  With such cool design, it’s a shame such uninspired preps attend.

  • The Corner Foodery • 1710 Sansom St

  215-567-1500 • $$

  Featuring two of Philly’s great loves: beer and sandwiches.

  • D’Angelo’s Ristorante Italiano • 256 S 20th St

  215-546-3935 • $$

  Old school Italian just outside the Square.

  • The Dandelion • 124 S 18th St

  215-558-2500 • $$

  Stephen Starr goes to England.

  • Davio’s • 111 S 17th St

  215-563-4810 • $$$$

  The calamari, for one, is pretty special.

  • Del Frisco’s Double Eagle Steak House • 1426 Chestnut St

  215-246-0533 • $$$

  High end steakhouse with somewhat lacking service.

  • Devil’s Alley • 1907 Chesnut St

  215-751-0707 • $$

  Something for everyone in a spacious, relaxed gastropub.

  • Devon Seafood Grill • 225 S 18th St

  215-546-5940 • $$$$

  Swanky, but you definitely pay the price.

  • Di Bruno Brothers • 1730 Chestnut St

  215-665-9220 • $

  Pricey gourmet to go—or stay and eat in the freon.

  • Dolce Carini • 1929 Chestnut St

  215-567-8892 •

  Unadulterated NY-style pies.

  • Estia • 1405 Locust St

  215-735-7700 • $$$

  Upscale Greek: not only does it exist, but it is excellent.

  • Famous 4th Street Delicatessen •

  38 S 19th St

  215-568-3271 • $$

  Legit pastrami and massive sammiches fit for your bubbe.

  • Federal Donuts • 1632 Samsom St

  215-665-1101 • $

  Legendary handmade donuts and Korean twice-fried chicken.

  • Fountain Restaurant • 1 Logan Sq

  215-963-1500 • $$$$$

  When money is no object.

  • Good Dog • 224 S 15th St

  215-985-9600 • $$

  Bark up a good dog burger (presumably still made of cow).

  • HipCity Veg • 127 S 18th St

  215-278-7605 • $

  Impressive vegan salads and sammies. Try the Groothie.

  • Honeygrow • 110 S 16th St

  215-279-7724 • $$

  So fresh and so local.

  • Il Pittore • 2025 Sansom St

  215-391-4900 • $$$

  Upscale and delicious Italian.

  • Jane G’s • 1930 Chestnut St

  215-563-8800 • $$

  Underrated Szechuan.

  • Jean’s Cafe • 1334 Walnut St

  215-546-5353 • $

  Cheap and tasty breakfast sandwiches. All the art kids like ‘em.

  • Joe’s Pizza • 122 S 16th St

  215-569-0898 • $

  Some of the best ‘za in the city. Weird hours.

  • Jose Pistola’s • 263 S 15th St

  215-545-4101 • $$$

  Best nachos is Philly? No doubt!

  • La Creperie Cafe • 1722 Sansom St

  215-564-6460 • $$

  Pizza crepes? Believe it, pilgrim.

  • La Fontana Della Citta • 1701 Spruce St

  215-875-9990 • $$

  Solid sauce joint.

  • La Viola • 253 S 16th St

  215-735-8630 • $$$

  Sweet, cozy BYOB; perfect for when you can’t stand waiting in line at Monk’s anymore.

  • La Viola Ovest • 252 S 16th St

  215-735-8631 • $$

  Reliable sister to La Viola across the street.

  • Lacroix at the Rittenhouse •

  210 W Rittenhouse Sq

  215-790-2533 • $$$$

  Luxe out at the Rittenhouse Hotel. Make a night of it.

  • Le Castagne • 1920 Chestnut St

  215-751-9913 • $$$

  Lots of insalatas amidst the rain of pesces, pastas, and carnes.

  • Little Pete’s • 219 S 17th St

  215-545-5508 • $$

  A greasy spoon with no apologies.

  • The Lounge • 1 Logan Sq

  215-963-1500 • $$$

  Get your blue-blood on and order a crustless watercress sandwich.

  • Marathon Grill • 121 S 16th St

  215-569-3278 • $$$

  Amidst class-action lawsuits, the grub still has class.

  • Marathon Grill • 1818 Market St

  215-561-1818 • $$$

  Amidst class-action lawsuits, the grub still has class.

  • Matyson • 37 S 19th St

  215-564-2925 • $$$$$

  The food is great, but the desserts are sublime.

  • Metropolitan Bakery • 262 S 19th St

  215-545-6655 • $

  The people who make bread for half the city.

  • Miel Patisserie • 204 S 17th St

  215-731-9191 • $$

  Stunning French desserts and fine chocolates. Ooh la la.

  • Monk’s Café • 264 S 16th St

  215-545-7005 • $$

  Great beer list and monster fries, Belgian-style. Plan to wait.

  • Nodding Head Brewery & Restaurant •

  1516 Sansom St

  215-569-9525 •

  Almost as good as Monk’s and no wait.

  • Nom Nom Ramen • 20 S 18th St

  $

  Fatty pork broth will melt your face off.

  • Paolo’s Pizza • 1334 Pine St

  215-545-2482 • $

  Salty as a codfish, but a nice hand-tossed crust.

  • Parc • 227 S 18th St

  215-545-2262 • $$$$

  Fancy French bistro. Lobster cocktails.

  • Pietro’s Coal Oven Pizzeria • 1714 Walnut St

  215-735-8090 • $$

  Delicious thin-crust pies and solid salads.

  • The Prime Rib • 1701 Locust St

  215-772-1701 • $$$$$

  Tasteful and elegant steakhouse in the Warwick.

  • Pumpkin • 1713 South St

  215-545-4448 • $

  The Sunday tasting menu is “the jam.”

  • Rouge • 205 S 18th St

  215-732-6622 • $$$$

  French/Asian foo foo that will not be ignored.

  • Sahara Grill • 1334 Walnut St

  215-985-4155 • $$

  Middle Eastern; no eye contact.

  • Sbraga • 440 S Broad St

  215-735-1913 • $$$

  Creative fine dining.

  • Seafood Unlimited • 270 S 20th St

  215-732-3663 • $$

  So-so frutti di mare.

  • Shake Shack • 2000 Sansom St

  215-809-1742 • $

  Philly outpost of the excellent NYC milkshake and burger joint.

  • Shiroi Hana • 222 S 15th St

  215-735-4444 • $$

  Contemporary sushi house caters to tuna lovers.

  • Spread Bagelry • 262 S 20th St

  215-545-0626 • $$

  Wood fired bagels. A little pricey but good.

  • Su Xing House • 1508 Sansom St

  215-564-1419 • $$

  Veggie Chinese food to dream about.

  • Tavern on Broad • 200 S Broad St

  215-546-2290 • $$$

  No luck gettin’ hip with any dolled-up sheik daddy at this here gin mill.

  • Tequilas • 1602 Locust St

  215-546-0181 • $$$

  Upscale Mex has beautiful, open ceilings and fine offerings.

  • Tria • 123 S 18th St

  215-972-8742 • $$

  Artfully-appointed food tailored to fit serious wine.

  • Underdogs • 132 S 17th St

  215-665-8080 • $

  The elitist cousin of Citizens Bank Park’s Dollar Dog Night.

  • Varalli • 231 S Broad St

  215-546-6800 • $$$$

  Soak in the atmosphere—and stick to the wine.

  • XIX (nineteen) • 200 S Broad St

  215-790-1919 • $$$$

  19 floors up to dine on the deep.

  • Yellow Juice Bar • 2046 Sansom St

  267-888-8368 • $

  Not all the juice is yellow, but it is quite tasty.

  

  
    The restaurant scene around Rittenhouse Square offers some of Philly’s finest culinary experiences, but a sandwich from Good Dog is comparable in its own way. That said, Lacroix provides a fine French dining experience, guests and gawkers of the Four Seasons enjoy the all-encompassing luxury of Fountain, and the Stephen Starr’s ritzy meat establishment Barclay Prime out-steaks the competition.
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  • Adresse • 45 N 2nd St

  215-985-3161

  You know you can’t afford it if they only have three items for sale.

  • Anthropologie • 1801 Walnut St

  215-568-2114

  UO-owned, but this one’s for the ladies and femmes.

  • Apple Store • 1607 Walnut St

  215-861-6400

  For all your iNeeds.

  • Athleta • 1722 Walnut St

  215-732-1983

  Threads for the yoga set. Free classes.

  • Barnes & Noble • 1805 Walnut St

  215-665-0716

  Ho-hum, just another behemoth of a bookstore with all the usual trimmings.

  • Benjamin Lovell Shoes • 119 S 18th St

  215-564-4655

  Tasteful Euro-wear with a conservative bent.

  • Boyd’s • 1818 Chestnut St

  215-564-9000

  Where visiting NBA players score sweet suits.

  • Buffalo Exchange • 1713 Chestnut St

  215-557-9850

  On a good day, some great finds.

  • Bundy • 1809 Chestnut St

  215-567-2500

  Mac specialists have somewhat limited selection but solid service.

  • City Sports • 1608 Walnut St

  215-985-5860

  Full-service from sneaks to parkas.

  • Coach • 1703 Walnut St

  215-564-4558

  I surrender, here’s the deed to my house.

  • Crumbs Bake Shop • 133 S 18th St

  215-523-9800

  The NYC cupcake craze has finally arrived in Philly.

  • David Michie Violins • 1714 Locust St

  215-545-5006

  Exquisite, tuneful, and strung with cat guts.

  • Destination Maternity • 1615 Walnut St

  215-567-1425

  Casual, comfy clothes for moms-to-be.

  • Di Bruno Brothers • 1730 Chestnut St

  215-665-9220

  Say cheese.

  • Di Bruno Brothers •

  1701 John F Kennedy Blvd

  215-531-5666

  Say cheese.

  • Food & Friends • 1933 Spruce St

  215-545-1722

  By “friends,” they mean beer.

  • Frankinstien Bike Worx • 1529 Spruce St

  215-893-0415

  If you’re really lucky, one of the Dead Milkmen will stop by.

  • Gap Outlet • 1912-18 Chestnut St

  215-564-4094

  Hidden gem for the trendy...or the cheap.

  • Giovanni & Pileggi • 258 S 11th St

  215-568-3040

  Fancy-pants folks love to have their follicle paradigm shifts here.

  • Greenhouse Market • 1324 Chestnut St

  215-545-2306

  Ultra-fresh salad bar.

  • H&M • 1725 Walnut St

  215-563-2221

  Urban Outfitters is shaking in its purple cowboy boots.

  • Halloween • 1329 Pine St

  215-732-7711

  Gothic jewelry but really tasteful.

  • Head Start Shoes • 126 S 17th St

  215-567-3247

  If you can’t afford anything, treat it like a musuem of hip.

  • Hello World • 257 S 20th St

  215-545-5207

  Gifts for the whole fam damnly.

  • Henry A. Davidsen • 1701 Spruce St

  215-253-5905

  Like Build-a-Bear, but with men’s suits.

  • Holt’s Cigar Company • 1522 Walnut St

  215-732-8500

  Excellent stogie shop for novices to aficionados alike.

  • Immortal Uncommon • 125 S 18th St

  215-563-2344

  High end consignment for the sophisticated lady.

  • Insomnia Cookies • 108 S 16th St

  877-632-6654

  Delivers cookies until 3 am. We’re not kidding.

  • International Salon • 1714 Sansom St

  215-563-1141

  Smileless Slavs give good, cheap spa treatments.

  • Jacob’s Music • 1718 Chestnut St

  215-568-7800

  If you ask, they’ll play you “Piano Man” on any of their models. Please don’t ask.

  • Jos. A. Bank Clothiers • 1650 Market St

  215-563-5990

  High-end Tory-wear for today’s neoconservatives.

  • Joseph Fox Bookshop • 1724 Sansom St

  215-563-4184

  Strong-minded independent.

  
    Walnut Street is Center City’s main shopping artery. Much is upscale (Coach, Ubiq) but there are also a lot of affordable options (Urban Outfitters, Zara, H&M). And then there’s the Apple Store, for all your iNeeds. For a change of pace, hit up Buffalo Exchange on Chestnut for hipster-approved used clothing.

  

  • Knit Wit • 1729 Chestnut St

  215-564-4760

  Despite the awful pun, an evening wear store for ‘mature’ ladies.

  • Liquid Hair Salon • 112 S 18th St

  215-564-6410

  Expect perfection from this friendly yet chic salon.

  • Lucky Brand Jeans • 1634 Walnut St

  215-732-8934

  When $150 feels about right for a pair of miner-pants.

  • Maron Chocolates • 1734 Chestnut St

  215-988-9992

  Candy, ice cream, chocolate—what’s not to love?

  • Maxx’s Produce • 225 S 20th St

  215-735-3644

  A corner store with edible produce? For realsies?

  • Metropolitan Bakery • 262 S 19th St

  215-545-6655

  The people who make bread for half the city.

  • Nicole Miller • 200 S Broad St

  215-546-5007

  Manayunk’s own designer gone big-time.

  • Omoi Zakka Shop • 1608 Pine St

  215-545-0963

  Coolness from Japan and beyond.

  • Pamcakes • 404 S 20th St

  215-546-2860

  Creative cupcakery.

  • Pearl of East • 1720 Chestnut St

  215-563-1563

  Asian-themed furnishings; plenty of kimonos.

  • Premium Steap • 111 S 18th St

  215-568-2920

  Get loose! (Tea, that is.)

  • Richard Nicholas Hair Studio •

  1716 Sansom St

  215-567-4790

  Hip, trendy cuts from low key stylists.

  • Salon Vanity • 1701 Walnut St

  215-925-2211

  Not as vain as it sounds.

  • Scoop DeVille • 1315 Walnut St

  215-988-9992

  Tasty, awe-inspiring concoctions.

  • Sophisticated Seconds • 2019 Sansom St

  215-561-6740

  Upscale consignmentorium also has wedding dresses.

  • Stadler-Kahn • 1724 Sansom St

  267-242-7154

  Quirky accessories and vintage curiosities.

  • Sue’s Produce Market • 114 S 18th St

  215-241-0102

  Fruits and veggies.

  • Swiss Haus • 35 S 19th St

  215-563-0759

  Meet Philly’s answer to the cronut: the Swiss Cro-crème.

  • UBIQ • 1509 Walnut St

  215-988-0194

  Colorful whimsy that costs.

  • Urban Outfitters • 1627 Walnut St

  215-569-3131

  Started right here and still too flashy and over-priced.

  • Vigant • 200 S Broad St

  215-893-1234

  More cow-based products than a butcher shop.

  • VIP Food & Produce • 1314 Walnut St

  215-735-1977

  Pretty sweet grocery spot. Lots of unique choices.

  • Zara • 1715 Walnut St

  215-557-0911

  Business-casual. Pretty...pretty...pretty...expensive!
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    Chinatown, the Gayborhood, Independence Park—Center City East is stuffed with many tiny, distinct neighborhoods. Washington Square might not have Rittenhouse flair (although it does come close), but it does have a tree planed from a seed that was brought to the moon. Franklin Square, meanwhile, has the only mini-golf in the city.
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  • 7th and Chestnut Street Mural •

  Chestnut St & S 7th St

  Only tile mosaic mural in Center City.

  • Antique Row • Pine St & S 9th St

  Furniture, books, knick-knacks of all kinds.

  • Barbara’s Florist Statue • 1300 Walnut St

  Watch him deteriorate through the seasons.

  • Camac Street • S Camac St

  And they say the streets of Philly aren’t paved in woodblocks...

  • Louis I. Kahn Park • Pine St & S 11th St

  Named for revered Philly architect.

  • The Mask & Wig Club • 310 S Quince St

  215-716-7378

  Penn’s all-male musical comedy group.

  • Midtown Village •

  Spruce St & Market St b/n 11th St & 13th St

  Where all the tchotchkes is.

  • Mikveh Israel Cemetary • Spruce St & S 8th St

  Oldest Jewish cemetery in Philly, 1738.

  • Morris Animal Refuge • 1242 Lombard St

  215-735-3256

  Children giggle more here.

  • The Oldest Photograph Sign •

  Chestnut St & S 13th St

  It’s true.

  • Pennsylvania Hospital • 800 Spruce St

  215-829-3000

  Since 1751, the Nation’s oldest. How cute.

  • Philadelphia Center for Architecture •

  1218 Arch St

  215-569-3186

  Great exhibits and events. Black glasses required.

  • President’s House • Market St & N 6th St

  A tribute to nine presidential slaves.

  • Reading Terminal Market •

  N 12th St & Arch St

  215-922-2317

  More Amish food than you can shake a stick at.

  • Space Tree • Walnut St & S 6th St

  Sycamore grown from a seed from space.

  • Underground Tunnel • Locust St & Arch St

  Pedestrians can escape from the outdoor elements.

  • Wanamaker Building • Market St & N 13th St

  The Macy’s moniker now hangs in the Wanamaker Building—also home of Mannequin (1 and 2!)

  • Washington Square Park •

  Walnut St & S 6th St

  Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of the Revolution.

  • Washington West Project • 1201 Locust St

  215-985-9206

  Free HIV testing (and other health services) available to everyone.

  • Woman in Window Statue •

  Chestnut St & S 6th St

  Eerie woman-in-white always peers out sadly.
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  • Greenland Tea House • 210 N 9th St

  215-238-1688

  Bodacious bubble tea.

  • The Last Drop • 1300 Pine St

  215-893-9262

  Serving La Colombe coffee.

  • Old City Coffee • 1136 Arch St

  215-592-1897

  Awesome, awesome locally roasted coffee.

  • Ray’s Café & Tea House • 141 N 9th St

  215-922-5122

  Coffee, tea, and Chinese food.

  • Toast • 1201 Spruce St

  215-821-1080

  Solid French press option.

  

  [image: images] Farmers Markets

  • Jefferson Farmers’ Market •

  Chestnut St & S 10th St

  Thursdays, 11 am-3:30 pm, in season.

  • Reading Terminal Market •

  N 12th St & Arch St

  215-922-2317

  So good, but so crowded.

  • SEPTA Farm Stand • 1234 Market St

  Wednesdays, 11 am-1:30 pm, June-Sept.

  [image: images] Nightlife

  • The Bike Stop • 206 S Quince St

  215-627-1662

  Play pool; get ogled by gay men. Not that there’s anything wrong with that.

  • Brü Craft & Wurst • 1316 Chestnut

  215-800-1079

  Decent beer hall that branches beyond Deutschland.

  • Dirty Franks • 347 S 13th St

  215-732-5010

  City’s premier dive.

  • Drury Beer Garden • 1311 Samsom St

  215-545-0170

  Behind Opa. A hidden gem on hot summer nights.

  • El Vez • 121 S 13th St

  215-928-9800

  Features fancy, dopey cocktails but many of them still rock.

  • The Farmers’ Cabinet • 1113 Walnut St

  215-923-1113

  Artisan cocktails and lengthy draft list in your grandmother’s parlor.

  • Fergie’s Pub • 1214 Sansom St

  215-928-8118

  Great pulled pints, excellent chow, and no TVs of any kind. Go for pub quiz night.

  • Field House • 1150 Filbert St

  215-629-1520

  TVs at your table...you won’t miss a single play.

  • Graffiti Bar • 124 S 13th St

  215-732-3501

  Small, hidden bar behind an alley. Very cool.

  • Hop Sing Laundromat • 1029 Race St

  Speakeasy. Great cocktails with a hint of melodrama.

  • The Irish Pub • 1123 Walnut St

  215-925-3311

  Simple place with solid pints and great daily specials.

  • Las Vegas Lounge • 704 Chestnut St

  215-592-9533

  Well, they get the seedy, paying-with-your-last-dollar feel right.

  • Locust Bar • 235 S 10th St

  215-925-2191

  Not the place to go if you want to quit smoking; otherwise, it’s fine.

  • Lucky Strikes • 1336 Chestnut St

  215-545-2471

  The first bowling alley with a dress code, they keep the hoodlums out and the celebrities in.

  • McGillin’s Olde Ale House • 1310 Drury St

  215-735-5562

  One of Philly’s oldest saloons has historical charm.

  • MilkBoy • 1100 Chestnut St

  215-925-6455

  Cozy mix of hipsters, hospital staff, and live music.

  • Moriarty’s • 1116 Walnut St

  215-627-7676

  Theater crowd-pleaser has dramatic license to serve.

  • Sal’s on 12th • 200 S 12th St

  215-731-9930

  Tiny hipster dancing spot.

  • Strangelove’s • 216 S 11th St

  215-873-0404

  Beer geeks and vegans: together at last.

  • Tabu Lounge & Sports Bar • 200 S 12th St

  215-964-9675

  Fun and fabulous Gayborhood staple.

  • Tavern on Camac • 243 S Camac St

  215-545-0900

  Flaming gay piano bar cum discotheque.

  • Trocadero Theatre • 1003 Arch St

  215-922-6888

  Former titty show palace now hosts a wild eclectica of music acts.

  • Vintage • 129 S 13th St

  215-922-3095

  Being wine-giddy is more attractive than getting Jager-Bomb hammered.

  • Westbury • 261 S 13th St

  215-546-5170

  Gay respite from the throbbing beats of surrounding clubs.

  • Woody’s • 202 S 13th St

  215-545-1893

  For nearly 30 years, a Philly gay institution.

  
    Hop Sing Laundromat offers fancy, crafted cocktails. Woody’s is a mainstay of the Gayborhood, and is large and welcoming for all. Anything goes at Dirty Frank’s. For live music, head to Milkboy or the Trocadero. For a more Irish perspective, go to Fergie’s but please be aware that there really is a Fergie and he is, in fact, quite Irish.
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  • Aki • 1210 Walnut St

  215-985-1838 • $$

  Obviously get the all-you-can-eat sushi special.

  • Amis • 412 S 13th St

  215-732-2647 • $$$

  Vetri’s trattoria; trades tablecloth for butcher block.

  • Amuse • 1421 Arch St

  215-422-8222 • $$$

  Sleek, sexy French in the Le Meridien.

  • Aqua • 705 Chestnut St

  215-928-2838 • $

  Thai food and a sexy setting. Date night, anyone?

  • Banana Leaf • 1009 Arch St

  215-592-8288 • $$

  New Malaysian cuisine Penang competitor; open late for no one.

  • Bassett’s Ice Cream • 45 N 12th St

  215-925-4315 • $

  Perfect happy ending to your Reading Terminal experience.

  • Capogiro Gelato Artisans • 119 S 13th St

  215-351-0900 • $

  Some of the best gelato in the city—pricey, though.

  • Caribou Café • 1126 Walnut St

  215-625-9535 • $$$

  Euroville in CC. Drink in the atmosphere.

  • Charles Plaza • 234 N 10th St

  215-829-4383 • $

  Cool mood lighting sets up a fabulous veggie cornucopia of delights.

  • The Corner • 102 S 13th St

  215-735-7500 • $$

  Comfort food and a rooftop bar. What’s not to like?

  • Down Home Diner • 51 N 12th St

  215-627-1955 • $$

  Reading’s sit-down joint where Amish bumpkins in overalls serve ok stuff for cheap.

  • Dutch Eating Place • 1136 Arch St

  215-922-0425 • $

  Hot turkey sandwiches smothered in gravy. And scrapple.

  • Effie’s • 1127 Pine St

  215-592-8333 • $$

  Simple Greek fare in an adorable setting.

  • The Farm & Fisherman • 1120 Pine St

  267-687-1555 • $$$

  Ooh, it’s local and organic.

  • Fat Salmon • 719 Walnut St

  215-928-8881 • $$

  More like P-H-A-T, amirite?

  • Fogo De Chão • 1337 Chestnut

  215-636-9700 • $$$

  If you’re into meat, this is the place for you.

  • Garces Trading Company • 1111 Locust St

  215-574-1099 • $$

  Philly’s own Iron Chef wants to make you a sammie.

  • Green Eggs Cafe • 212 S 13th St

  267-861-0314 • $$

  Light and sweet, it’s time to eat.

  • IndeBlue • 205 S 13th St

  215-545-4633 • $$$

  Locally sourced, organic Indian via Collingswood.

  • Imperial Inn • 146 N 10th St

  215-627-5588 • $$$

  Just chow down on the dim sum. Leave the rest behind.

  • Jamonera • 105 S 13th St

  215-922-6061 • $$$

  Awesome Spanish wine bar from the folks who own everything on 13th Street.

  • Jones • 700 Chestnut St

  215-223-5663 • $$$

  Comfort food in a Brady Bunch-like setting.

  • Kanella • 266 S 10th St

  215-922-1773 • $$

  Pricey and tasty.

  • Knock • 225 S 12th St

  215-925-1166 • $

  Will Bill overcome the curse of this corner?

  • Lee How Fook • 219 N 11th St

  215-925-7266 • $$

  Low-key and casual, and great hot pots.

  • Little Nonna’s • 1234 Locust St

  215-546-2100 • $$

  Marcie Turney and Valerie Safran continue their welcomed 13th Street takeover.

  • Little Thai Market • 51 N 12th St

  215-873-0231 • $

  The line wraps around the corner for a reason.

  • Lolita • 106 S 13th St

  215-546-7100 • $$

  In this scenario, you are Humbert Humbert. The food is you know who.

  • Maoz • 1115 Walnut St

  215-922-3409 • $

  Dutch falafel chain with all-u-can eat toppings.

  • Mercato • 1216 Spruce St

  215-985-2962 • $$

  Don’t spill the homemade pasta on the rosewood floor.

  • Mixto • 1141 Pine St

  215-592-0363 • $$

  Can you say ceviche?

  • More Than Just Ice Cream • 1119 Locust St

  215-574-0586 • $

  Succulent desserts don’t overshadow the delectable comfort food.

  • Moriarty’s • 1116 Walnut St

  215-627-7676 • $$

  Huge theater crowd enlivens the place.

  • Morimoto • 723 Chestnut St

  215-413-9070 • $$$

  The best shrimp tempura ever. Anywhere.

  • Nan Zhou Hand Drawn Noodle House • 927 Race St

  215-923-1550 • $

  Home-made noodles go into every bowl of delicious soup.

  • New Harmony Vegetarian Restaurant •

  135 N 9th St

  215-627-4520 • $

  Mock if you must, but the meat here is unreal.

  • New Samosa • 1214 Walnut St

  215-546-2009 • $$

  All-vegetarian Indian.

  • Nomad Romana • 1305 Locust St

  215-644-9287 • $$

  Thin, Roman style pies from the always reliable Nomad crew.

  • Opa • 1311 Sansom St

  215-545-0170 • $$

  Good Greek. Not to be confused with the Office of Property Assessment.

  • Pho Xe Lua • 907 Race St

  215-627-8883 • $

  The fresh mango lassi should be more than enough inducement.

  • Prime Burger Company • 703 Chesnut St

  267-519-0752 • $

  The poor man’s Shake Shack.

  • QT Vietnamese Sandwich Co. • 48 N 10th St

  267-639-4520 • $

  Friggin’ amazing banh mi.

  • Rangoon • 112 N 9th St

  215-829-8939 • $$

  An in-the-know Burmese spot.

  • Raw Sushi & Sake Lounge • 1225 Samsom St

  215-238-1903 • $$$

  Hit or miss sushi.

  • Ristorante La Buca • 711 Locust St

  215-928-0556 • $$$

  Get dressed up real nice and enjoy fine Italian cuisine.

  
    Philly’s food scene comes alive around here. The mega-hyped Vetri lives up to its reputation, while the original Morimoto still chugs along. And then there are several blocks of delectable Chinese, all of which Vietnam seems to trump (although do check out Lee How Fook). See also Rangoon’s wonderful Burmese fare. BYOB in Philadelphia is a source of civic pride and Lolita is one of our favorite spots, where great house-made margarita mixes are anxiously awaiting your tequila to come home.

  

  • Sampan • 124 S 13th St

  215-732-3501 • $$$

  Fun Asian fusion.

  • Sang Kee Peking Duck House • 238 N 9th St

  215-925-7532 • $$

  From obscure to titillating. And back.

  • Shiao Lan Kung • 930 Race St

  215-928-0282 • $$

  South Cantonese joint has good veggie options.

  • Smokin’ Betty’s • 116 S 11th St

  215-922-6500 • $$

  It’s not every day you see turducken on a menu.

  • Spruce Rana • 1034 Spruce St

  215-238-1223 • $

  Gourmet grub from paninis to sushi. Skinny jeans suck, anyway.

  • Strangelove’s • 216 S 11th St
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