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Foreword

IN CHRIST IS one of two books, apart from Scripture, which most shaped my theology and spiritual formation.

In my first appointment out of seminary, I was the organizing pastor of a congregation in Gulfport, Mississippi, in the early 1960s. We grew rapidly, and the pace of leadership was demanding. But what was more draining and spiritually demanding was the civil rights furor that was raging and becoming more intense and violent.

Though our church was considered by the denomination to be exceedingly successful, I felt an emptiness at the heart of what appeared to be a dynamic Christian fellowship. I could not escape the fact that the fellowship of the congregation was not unlike the fellowship of the Rotary Club.

In my pastoral leadership, I placed a strong emphasis on prayer and small-group study and sharing. It was in my small prayer/share group that I received the most spiritual strength.

In 1963, civil rights leader Medgar Evers was assassinated. Roy Wilkins, executive leader of the NAACP, said that no other state had “a record that approaches that of Mississippi in inhumanity, murder, brutality, and racial hatred. It is absolutely at the bottom of the list.”* It was during this time that my pastoral leadership was constantly challenged and the emotional and physical demands were unbearable. I was losing confidence in my call, feeling totally inadequate and ready to throw in the towel. I felt incapable of navigating the sea of hatred and distrust. Providentially, the Lord intervened.

At a pivotal time in my personal struggle, I discovered E. Stanley Jones’s book, In Christ, and used it in my prayer/share group. Not only did the book give me perspective and empower me in that season of my life, it helped me become the spiritual man that I am today.

When we think of the apostle Paul, we normally think of his great teaching on justification by grace through faith. But equally prominent in his teaching was the indwelling Christ. It is a cardinal principle taught not only by Paul, but it the glorious invitation of Christ, “Abide in me.” This dynamic came alive in my life through my study of In Christ.

Off and on now, for more than fifty years, my morning ritual has included a word to myself. Sometimes I speak it aloud, sometimes I simply register it in my consciousness: “Maxie, the secret is simply this, Christ in you, yes, Christ in you, bringing with him the hope of all the glorious things to come.” That’s Phillip’s translation of Colossians 1:27 addressed to me personally.

You may not begin that ritual after reading this book, but you will certainly become aware of the cardinal principle of the indwelling Christ; the invitation of Jesus, “Abide in me,” will become more meaningful and attractive.

—Maxie Dunnam

* Paul Hendrickson, Sons of Mississippi: A Story of Race and Its Legacy (New York: Vintage Books, 2004), 47.


In Christ—The Gospel According to Paul

From the glory and the gladness,

From His secret place;

From the rapture of His Presence

From the radiance of His Face—

Christ, the Son of God hath sent me

Through the midnight lands;

Mine the mighty ordination

Of the pierced Hands.

Mine the message grand and glorious

Strange unsealed surprise—

That the goal is God’s Beloved,

Christ in Paradise.

Hear me, weary men and women,

Sinners dead in sin;

I am come from heaven to tell you

Of the love within;

Not alone of God’s great pathway

Leading up to heaven;

Not alone how you may enter

Stainless and forgiven—

Not alone of rest and gladness

Tears and sighing fled—

Not alone of life eternal

Breathed into the dead—

But I tell you I have seen Him,

God’s beloved Son,

From His lips have learnt the mystery:

He and His are one.

There, as knit into the body

Every joint and limb,

We, His ransomed, His beloved.

We are one with Him.

All in marvelous completeness

Added to the Lord,

There to be His crown of glory,

His supreme reward.

Wondrous prize of our high calling!

Speed we on to this.

Past the cities of the angels

Farther into bliss;

On into the depths eternal

Of the love and song.

Where in God the Father’s glory

Christ has waited long;

There to find that none beside Him

God’s delight can be—

Not beside Him, Nay, but in Him,

O beloved, are we.

—Lois Buck

(daughter of a missionary to India)


About the E. Stanley Jones Foundation

The E. Stanley Jones Foundation is dedicated to preserving and extending the legacy of the late E. Stanley Jones, who blessed millions of people around the world with his preaching, teaching, and prolific written words proclaiming Jesus is Lord! The foundation is grateful to Seedbed Publishing and its exceptional group of mission-minded disciples, who are committed to transforming lives to change the world, and for offering to reprint In Christ written by my grandfather, E. Stanley Jones.

In writing this book, Jones felt a need to find some concept that would reduce the whole of life to the utmost simplicity. He felt that he had found that concept in the phrase “in Christ.” “If you are in Christ, you are in life and if you are out of Christ you are out of life. If that proposition be true, then it cuts through all veneer, all the make-believe in life.” According to Jones, “Being in Christ is the ultimate phrase in the Christian faith, for it locates us in a Person—the divine Person and it locates us in Him here and now.” Being in Christ brings us to the ultimate relationship, a relationship where we dwell in Christ and He in us. Being in obviously brings us closer than “near Christ, following Christ, believing in Christ or even committed to Christ. You cannot go further or deeper than ‘in.’ Being in Christ He becomes the source of our life, the source of our thinking, our feeling, our acting and our being.” The single theme of being in Christ runs through this entire book.

Jones would often use this comment offered by an Indian non-Christian at the end of one of his addresses: “If what the speaker has said isn’t true, it doesn’t matter; but if it is true, then nothing else matters.” Jones continued, “If the thesis of this book In Christ isn’t true, then it doesn’t matter—forget it; but if it is true, then nothing else matters—you can’t forget it!”

Thank you, Seedbed, for sharing In Christ with a new generation of potential readers of E. Stanley Jones’s ministry.

—Anne Mathews-Younes, EdD, DMin
President, E. Stanley Jones Foundation
www.estanleyjonesfoundation.com


Introduction to the 1961 Edition

Fifty-two years ago I knelt before a chair with a letter spread out before me—a letter from a mission board secretary, asking me to go to India. I knew that the answering of that letter might determine my life work. So I prayed: “Dear Lord, I’m willing to go anywhere, do anything, and be anything You want me to be, provided You show me where.” The Inner Voice replied, “It’s India.” I arose from my knees and repeated those words to myself, “It’s India.” It was settled.

I was called to be a missionary. Fifty-one years later I knelt in that same room before a chair, probably not the same one, and thanked God with a deep heartfelt thanks for the unfolding purpose of these glorious years as a missionary. Success or failure mattered little—being true to that call was the only thing that mattered.

If I was called to be a missionary, I was pushed into being an author—it was a very gentle push, but a push nevertheless. Dr. Diffendorfer, secretary of the mission board, said to me, “Why don’t you write down what you have been saying to the American people, before you return to India?” I replied, “Give me a month off and I’ll do it.” So during the month of May 1925, I wrote the Christ of the Indian Road, gave it to the publishers with an apology (which they deleted), and went back to India. I was surprised to find I was an author, for I had no intention of becoming one. Since then it has been the same push or pull that has led me to write another book. Some need has tugged at my inmost being demanding to be met, and a book has resulted. This twenty-third book is the result of a feeling of a need. The need is this: some concept that would reduce the whole of life to the utmost simplicity. If you have that, you’re “in”; if you don’t have it, you’re “out.” By “in” I mean “in life,” and by “out,” “out of life.” I felt I had found that concept in the phrase “in Christ.” If you are “in Christ,” you’re “in life”; if you are “out of Christ,” you’re “out of life.” If that proposition be true, then it cuts down through all veneer, all seeming, all make-believe, all marginalisms, all halfwayisms—through everything—and brings us to the ultimate essence of things: if you are in Christ, you are in life; if you are out of Christ, you’re out of life, here and now, and hereafter.

Obviously, this concept goes deeper than being interested in religion, for you may be interested in religion and not be in Christ. You may be in the church and not be in Christ; in orthodoxy and not in Him; in the new birth and not in in Christ, for the new birth may be in the past and only faintly operative now; you may be in conversion and not in Christ, for the conversion may have ceased to convert to Him.

The phrase “in Christ” is the ultimate phrase in the Christian faith, for it locates us in a Person—the Divine Person—and it locates us in Him here and now. It brings us to the ultimate relationship—in. Obviously this in brings us nearer than near Christ, following Christ, believing in Christ, or even committed to Christ. You cannot go further or deeper than in.

What would be involved in becoming in Christ? Some are in self—they are determined by self-interest primarily—it is the driving force of their lives. To get and to get on for self is the compelling motive. Some are in the herd. Before they act, they look around—they don’t act; they only react to what the herd does. The roots of their motives are in What will people think? Making self, or the herd, our God, is sin, the chief sin. To be in Christ means to pull up the roots of one’s very life from the soil of sin and self and herd and plant them in Christ. He becomes the source of our life, the source of our thinking, our feeling, our acting, our being.

This obviously involves self-surrender. Not merely the surrender of our sins, our bad habits, our wrong thinking, and our wrong motives, but of the very self behind all these. All of these are symptoms; the unsurrendered self is the disease. So the phrase “in Christ” is not only the ultimate concept, but it demands the ultimate act—self-surrender. The only thing we own is just ourselves. We don’t own our money, our property, not even the house we live in, for we will leave it all behind. The only thing we will take out with us is just ourselves. It is the only thing we own. That one thing we own—the self—is deliberately handed back to the Giver in an act of supreme self-surrender with words like these: “I can’t handle this self of mine. Take me as I am, and make me as I ought to be. I give myself and my sins and my problems to Thee; but myself first and foremost. I’ve been ‘in myself’; now I am ‘in Thee.’” We lose ourselves, and to our astonishment find ourselves. We live when we live “in Him.”

One would expect that this ultimate concept in Christianity—in Christ—leading to the ultimate human response—self-surrender—would be deeply embedded in the New Testament. Is it? It is far more deeply embedded in the New Testament than many things upon which we have built whole denominations—the new birth, conversion, baptism of the Holy Spirit, justification by faith, baptism by water, apostolic succession, presbyters, bishops, forms of church government, inner light, absence of forms.

The phrase “in Christ” or its equivalent is found 172 times in the New Testament. It is found in every book except the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and the Epistles of James, Jude, and 2 and 3 John. Why the phrase is not used in these places in the New Testament we shall take up later.

Paul, the greatest interpreter of Christianity, fastens upon the phrase “in Christ” and uses it in his epistles ninety-seven times—more than all the rest put together. With deep insight he saw that this was the ultimate phrase, dividing all humanity into two classes, in Christ and out of Christ; so that his world was not divided by BC and AD, but into IC and OC—“In Christ” and “Outside Christ.” Those in Christ have life, those outside Christ have death.

This is the ultimate division. Each person is placed, not arbitrarily, but by the facts, on one side or the other of that line—in Christ or outside Christ. This is a division that divides—the only division that divides. It reduces life to simplicity. Every thought, every aspiration, every act, every reaction, all one’s possessions, all one’s relationships are either in Christ or outside Christ. If they are in Christ, they have eternal life; if outside Christ, they have eternal death. This is the thesis of this book. To the exposition of this thesis we now turn.

Like all my books for the cultivation of the inner and outer life, the book is divided into readings of a page a day, which will take approximately five minutes to read. It can also be used by groups on a weekly study basis and, at the same time, it is a book that can be read straight through, for a single theme runs through the whole: What happens to life and living when you are in Christ and what happens when you are out?

The angel said to the writer of the book of Revelation: “Write what you see.” This I have tried to do; I’ve written what I see in Scripture and what I see at work in life. They are the same.

A non-Christian chairman of one of my meetings in India commented at the close of my address: “If what the speaker has said isn’t true, it doesn’t matter; but if it is true, then nothing else matters.” If the thesis of this book isn’t true, then it doesn’t matter—forget it; but if it is true, then nothing else matters—you can’t forget it.

—E. Stanley Jones


January 1

Who Is This Christ?

THIS BOOK IS an invitation to live life in Christ as the only way to live. But before we issue that invitation and before the thoughtful reader can accept it, we must explore what we mean by “Christ.” I came near saying “we must define,” but to define is to confine, and when we are dealing with the Eternal God manifested in the flesh, which I conceive Him to be, we can only explore—our definitions are departure points, eternally open to eternal explanations.

We begin with Jesus, not with Christ, for you cannot say Christ until you have first said Jesus—the Incarnate One. For Jesus puts His own character content into Christ. The Jewish people had the idea of a conquering Christ, the Messiah, conquering by force. The Amplified New Testament when it uses the word “Christ” amplifies it into “Christ, the Messiah,” but this isn’t amplification—it is minification, for it puts Christ back into a Jewish Messianic mold. That mold has been broken; it was too small.

Other molds have proved too small. One by one they have been broken. Christ, the Teacher, the greatest of all teachers? Yes, but more, for a teacher imparts knowledge—He imparts life. The greatest of characters, the best of men, the highest example? Yes, but more, for we are not to imitate Him in life, we are to receive Him as life. Someone pinpointed in history, our Guide and Inspiration? Yes, and more, for we cannot live on a remembrance, we must live on a realization. A martyr to the cause of the kingdom of God? Yes, and more, for His death seems to have all the signs of a cosmic struggle with a cosmic result—the redemption of the race. Who then is He? He is the Word become flesh, God become man, the Eternal manifesting Himself in time, God simplified, God approachable, God lovable.

O Christ, while we cannot define Thee precisely, we can know Thee intimately. And to know Thee is to know life, to know release and redemption. We thank Thee. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: This is eternal life, that they know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.


January 2

Is Christ Cosmic?

A REFUGEE FROM North Korea to South Korea, an elder of the Presbyterian Church, and an artist, produced a very remarkable picture of Christ—remarkable in detail and conception. It has to be seen to be believed. In a space of three feet by four feet of canvas he has written by hand the whole of the New Testament in minute letters in English. There are approximately 185,000 words, with about a thousand words in a line. Out of these words arises the full-length figure of Christ. The figure is produced by inking some words more heavily than the others. Out of the words arises the Word. Out of the gospels arises the Gospel. He Himself is the good news.

Around the figure of Christ are twenty-seven little angels, all looking toward Him, some with folded hands in adoration. These twenty-seven little angels represent the twenty-seven books of the New Testament. They are all looking at Him, bringing out the fact that the whole New Testament brings out the Person of Christ—it all looks at Him, the Center.

This fits in with Paul’s description of the Christian faith:

Great indeed . . . is the mystery of our religion: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. (1 Tim. 3:16)

Note: “our religion: He . . .” One would have thought it would be “our religion: It . . .” Our religion is not an “it”—a system of thought, worship, ritual, institutions—these are built up around the Person of Christ and may be more or less Christian. Our religion is “He.” We may get caught in the system of thought, worship, ritual, and institutions and never get to a saving contact with the personal Christ. If so, we are this side of salvation. For salvation is in Christ, and not in the system built up around Him.

O Christ, we pant to get beyond forms to the Form, to go from the good to the Good. We who are personal cannot rest this side of the Personal. So take us by the hand and lead us to Thyself. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: The words of Scripture take me beyond the words to the Word—the Word Made Flesh.


January 3

The Mystery of Our Religion: He

WE SAW YESTERDAY that a Korean, right out of paganism, grasped with Paul the great “mystery of our religion: He”—a vivid illustration of how our Christian faith is enriched by its outreach.

Jesus emphasized His own centrality in Scripture: “You search the scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life: and it is they that bear witness to me” (John 5:39). You think you find eternal life in the words, but out of the words comes the Word—they “bear witness to me.” Eternal life is in Him. He points it with “yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life” (v. 40).

The business of the Scriptures is to take us by the hand and take us beyond the words to the Word. The Scriptures are not the revelation of God—that would be the Word become printer’s ink. The Scriptures are the inspired record of the Revelation—the Revelation is seen in the face of Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh. Every day I go to these words and say to them: “Hast thou seen Him Whom my soul loveth?” These words take me by the hand and lead me beyond the words to Him Who is the Word.

The opening sentence of the book of Revelation says: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him” (1:1). This is interesting and important. For in the rest of the Scriptures Jesus is revealing God, showing us in concrete, human terms what God is like: “He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). What a revelation of God we find in Him! There can be nothing higher, and there can be nothing other—this is it! Here, however, the roles are reversed: God reveals Jesus! That is a fulfillment of the law laid down by Jesus: “whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life . . . will save it” (Mark 8:35). Jesus lost His life in revealing the Father and found it again in the Father’s revealing Him. And the Father is revealing Jesus—He is growing upon us, amazingly.

O Father, Thou art revealing Thy Son to us. He is growing upon us so amazingly that we can scarcely keep up with Thy revelations. He breaks out everywhere—from every bush, every star, every happening—everywhere. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: To see Jesus is to see what God and man and life are like.


January 4

Is Christ the Author of Creation?

WE SAW YESTERDAY that the revelation was reciprocal. Jesus reveals God, and God reveals Jesus. Jesus is growing upon the human race. He is proving to be so much greater than we thought. In that revelation “which God gave him” are the words saying that Jesus is the first and the last—“the Alpha and the Omega.” How first is that first, and how last is that last? Is He the “Alpha,” the Christ of the beginning, and the “Omega,” the Christ of the final word?

We see that that “beginning” stretches back further than we had thought—back beyond the historical account of two thousand years ago, back to creation, and beyond. Some strange passages like these take our breath: “all things were made through him [Christ], and without him was not anything made that was made” (John 1:3). And this: “but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world” (Heb. 1:2). And this: “He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation; for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible . . . all things were created through him and for him” (Col. 1:15–16).

What do these strange passages, in which it is said unequivocally that God created the world through Christ, mean? The usual idea is that God created the world, and that Jesus appeared two thousand years ago to reveal God and to redeem us. Here it says that God created the world through Christ—without Him was nothing made that was made. Do they mean that the touch of Christ is upon all creation? That everything is made in its inner structure to work in His way? That if it works in His way it works well and harmoniously, and if it works some other way it works its own ruin? Is everything destined by its very nature to be in Him?

O Christ, we begin to see the revelation that God is making of Thee. We begin to see Thy footprints everywhere—in the Scriptures, in nature, in us. We are afire to see more, for what we see transforms. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: I am destined to be in Him, then I shall accept that destiny and work it out.


January 5

The Christian Way Is the Way

WE ENDED YESTERDAY with the questions: Is everything destined by its very nature to be in Him? Is everything made by Him and for Him? Is that destiny written not in the inscrutable will of God, but written into our nerves, our tissues, our blood, our organs, our very souls, our relationships? Are we destined, by our makeup, to be Christian, to be in Him? Is He the ground of our being, the homeland of our souls? When we find Him, do we find ourselves?

When we lose Him, do we lose ourselves? These questions, boiled down to one—Is He our life?—are the most important questions, barring none, that can be asked of life and destiny. If they can be answered in the affirmative, then it is all over but the shouting. You cannot live against life and get away with it.

Life will have the last word, whoever has the first or the intermediate words. You cannot buck the nature of the universe and not get hurt, for “the stars in their courses will fight against Sisera” (see Judges 5:20).

It was this interpretation which I presented in my book The Way. If I had one thing and only one thing to leave as a life contribution, I would unhesitatingly choose this: the Christian way is the way, and that way is written not merely in the Bible, but into the structure of reality—in us and in our relationships.

The fact is that the Christian way is called the way: “Saul . . . if he found any belonging to the Way . . .” (Acts 9:1–2); “but when some were stubborn and disbelieved, speaking evil of the Way . . .” (19:9); “About that time there arose no little stir concerning the Way” (19:23). The Christian way is the way—the way to do everything; not merely the way of salvation, but the way, full stop.

O my Father, we are beginning to see the wonder of the way. As it dawns upon us, may we decide to be on the way with both feet and with the consent of all our beings. If this is true, then nothing else matters. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: I shall be upon the way with both feet and full consent.


January 6

The Demands of Human Nature and the Christian Offer

WE SAW YESTERDAY that the Christian way is the way—the way to do everything—to think, to act, to feel, to be in every single situation. This is for God and man and for man in his individual and social attitudes, acts, and relationships. There are just two things in life—the way and not-the-way. If God should act against the way, He wouldn’t be God; He would be something less and something other. And if man acts against the way, he is something less than man and something other.

Are these the statements of an overenthusiastic Christian propagandist, or simply an interpretation of what life itself says? Is life rendering a verdict, and is that verdict a Christian verdict? For more than half a century I have lived amid world currents of thought and life in East and West, and the deepest conviction of my life is that the Christian way is proving itself to be the way. I watch with breathless interest the unfolding of a drama on the stage of the world, and that drama has one theme: by putting the Christian way under the test of life to see which way life approves, the Christian way is turning out to be the way. No more important statement has come from psychiatry than the statement of M. Boss, head of the International Analytical Association and professor of psychotherapy in the University of Zurich, when I asked him, “You seem to have put your Christian faith and your psychiatry together: how did you do it?” He replied, “When I began my work as a psychiatrist I had difficulty, for I began as a Freudian, but the demands of human nature drove me back to the Christian position.” What human nature demanded for its fulfillment, the Christian faith offered. Suppose the basic demands of human nature and the Christian faith were at cross purposes. Then we would be in trouble—deep trouble, life trouble.

O Father God, by trial and error we are coming out to the way to live, and that way is turning out to be the way—the way revealed in Thy Son. We are not in trouble—we are in triumph. We sing with quiet hallelujahs. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: If I take any way except the way, it will turn out to be a dead end.


January 7

The Face Emerging from the Facts

WE SAW THAT the figure of Christ in the Korean picture arose out of the pages of the New Testament—the words revealed the Word, the Word made flesh. He is the pivot around which the whole New Testament revolves. Must we now go further, is life compelling us to say that that same Figure arises out of the facts of life, apart from the New Testament? Does life reveal Life? Just as the watermark in paper is not stamped on but is wrought into the texture of the paper, a part of it, is the name of Jesus not stamped on us by human propaganda, but wrought within us by divine purpose? Are our faith and our fate the same? Is this Scripture true: “whom . . . he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom. 8:29)? Are we predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son? And is that predestination not something imposed on life, but rather something that is being exposed out of life itself? Is a Face emerging out of the facts of life, and is that Face the “one Dear Face, that far from vanishing, rather grows and becomes my universe that feels and knows”?

A Freudian psychiatrist was driven to that conclusion and the same thing happened to a Hindu philosopher: “My study of history shows me that there is a moral pivot in the world and the best life of both East and West is more and more revolving around that moral pivot. That moral pivot is the person of Jesus Christ.”

“History is turning out to be His-story.” Where men and nations depart from Him they decay. When they obey Him they develop. Whether or not we agree with the first part of the statement of Henry Higgins Lane, professor of zoology at the University of Kansas, we must agree with the second, “Evolution is God’s method of operation in the realm of nature; Christianity is God’s plan of operation in the spiritual world.” That “One Dear Face” is beginning to emerge from the scientifically sifted facts of nature.

O God, we are like little children going to school, beginning to spell out by slow processes a name written into the nature of things, and that name is turning out to be “J-e-s-u-s.” To that name every knee shall bow. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: “Jesus! the name that charms our fears. That bids our sorrows cease.”


January 8

Graven on His Hands?

WE SAW LAST week that being in Christ is bigger than we supposed. Instead of being within the sphere of influence of a historical figure, who faintly and indirectly operates on us as any other historical figure, perhaps a little more vividly and vitally, we are beginning to see that to be in Him is to be in ultimate reality. To be in Him is to have the roots of our being in reality. To be in Him is to have the sum total of reality behind us, sustaining us and giving us cosmic backing.

Isaiah 49:16 says: “Behold, I have graven you on the palms of my hands.” We are not chalked on God’s hands, nor painted on; we are graven. If we were chalked or painted on His hands, He could wash His hands of us. If we are graven on His hands, however, as a sculptor engraves a name in granite, then we are literally on His hands forever. The name of Jesus is not chalked or painted on the facts of history or nature; it is graven—ineffaceably graven into the nature of reality. As one writer put it: “The name of Jesus is not written on history—it is plowed into it.”

To be in Christ is to live life according to the grain of the universe, not against it. In the San Francisco airport is this sign: “As you slide down the banister of life, may all the splinters be turned the other way.” Well, if you slide down the banister of life without Christ, then all the splinters are turned the wrong way. You get hurt. You cannot revolt against Him without revolting against yourself. “He who spits against the wind spits in his own face.” We often think that the alternative is: to be His, or to be my own? If you are not His, however, you are not your own. If you lose Life, you lose life. You are like the child who beats his head against the wall to punish his mother—and finds it a losing game.

To be in Christ is to be in life, to be out of Christ is to be out of life. He is Life. All else is anti-life.

O Jesus Christ, I see that to choose Thee is to choose life, to refuse Thee is to refuse life. So I choose Thee, not with a portion of my being but with all there is of me—now and forever. I am committed. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: If I want to live, this is the way. I can live some other way and get hurt.


January 9

That Which Has Been Made Was Life in Him

WE ARE BEGINNING to see that to be in Him is to be in something. That something is turning out to be Something, and the Something is turning out to be Everything.

The writer of the Fourth Gospel put it: “In him was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). In him was life—outside Him was not-life, decay, death. Is that a religious platitude, or is it just plain fact? The plain fact is that all life is a commentary on it. Life works that way. In Him life experiences Life, out of Him life experiences death.

The marginal reading of the above verse is even more striking: “That which has been made was life in him.” “That which has been made”—all created things, man and material, when put into Him by decision and dedication become life in Him. Existence turns to life when it is put into Him by surrender. If you put yourself, your talents, your time, and your material goods into Him by dedication, then immediately they become alive—so alive that they become life itself. I have seen dead personalities turn into living personalities the moment they are put in Him. They glow, they shine, they scintillate—they exude life. Vice versa, I have seen radiant persons in Him step out of Him and in a moment they were rotting persons—decay had set in. Any talent that isn’t used for Him is buried in the earth and begins to decay.

I spoke to a group of young people who were volunteering for service abroad. They were radiant, but one girl was miserable. She confessed her dilemma: “How can I sacrifice my music to serve people abroad?” Like the rich young ruler, she went away sorrowful. She had already sacrificed her music—the music within her had died. When she took her talent and herself out of Him and put them into herself, immediately both the self and the talent died. She became a discord trying to be musical. That which had been made became death out of Him.

O Christ, Thou art life and if I turn my back on Thee I turn my back on life. I embrace pleasure and find it pain. I grasp the lurid colors of the sunset and instead I grasp the dark. Give me sense—just plain sense. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: To live in Christ is just plain sense. To try to live some other way is plain nonsense.


January 10

In and Out of Christ—Two Worlds

WE SAW YESTERDAY that in and out of Christ represent two worlds—the world of heaven and the world of hell, the world of creation and the world of decay, the world of life and the world of death.

Take, for example, the disciples: as long as they stayed in Christ, obeyed His will, caught His ways, and showed His spirit they were happy, constructive, and creative. The moment they stepped out of Him even in thought and attitude they became unhappy, destructive, and noncreative. They departed from His spirit and began to quarrel over first places—immediately they were unhappy, destructive, and fruitless. They forbade other disciples to cast out demons because “they followed not us,” and immediately faces, life, and work were clouded. They asked for permission to call down fire from heaven to consume Samaritans, and lo, relationships with themselves and others were as black as midnight. Later, other disciples preached the gospel of love and redemption to those same Samaritans and lo, “there was much joy in that city” (Acts 8:8).

Peter, walking with Jesus and catching His spirit, was an exuberant, creative man; but Peter, succumbing to the hard pressure, denied he had ever known Him. Result? “He went out and wept bitterly” (Matt. 26:75). Judas was the trusted treasurer of the most significant movement of the world, but Judas stepping out of that trust into treachery and “went and hanged himself” (Matt. 27:5). A prominent pastor of a great city church was creative, helping innumerable people into new life through his preaching and especially his personal counseling. He stepped out of that great church, turned his back on his lovely wife and children, and disappeared with a young woman. He reappeared months later as a seller of cemetery lots in a distant city. When his landlady unlocked his apartment in his absence she found nine empty vodka bottles. In Christ he was constructive and creative; out of Christ, selling cemetery lots (suggestive!) and taking refuge from himself in vodka!

O God, our Father, we cannot break Thy laws without breaking the laws of our own being. We cannot go away from Thee without going away from ourselves. Help us this day to come back to Thee and ourselves. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: If I run away from God, I run away from all that is in God and am left with all that is in myself—emptiness.


January 11

The Center Is Self, the Margin Is Disorder

EVERYTHING WHICH IS transferred from the kingdom of self to the kingdom of God has life—eternal life. It has security—eternal security. Everything transferred from the kingdom of God to the kingdom of self has death—eternal death.

Yesterday we saw a pastor dramatically step from life to death, but here is a pastor’s wife who, though less dramatically, just as certainly stepped from life to death by stepping out of Christ into herself. She pulled me aside into the pastor’s study and said: “Most of my life I’ve tried to charm people to myself. I’ve been the center of all I’ve done. Now everyone has found me out. Everything has tumbled around me. Even my little boy has found me out, and I’ve lost my influence with him.” Her self, taken out of Christ and made the center, became insecure—automatically. This losing of God and self amid religious surroundings is depicted in Isaiah 58:1–4:

Cry aloud, spare not . . .

declare to my people their transgression . . .

Yet they seek me daily,

and delight to know my ways . . .

they delight to draw near to God.

“Why have we fasted, and thou seest it not?

Why have we humbled ourselves, and thou takest no knowledge of it?”

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure,

and oppress all your workers.

Behold, you fast only to quarrel and fight

A religious people had inwardly stepped out of God into themselves—“you seek your own pleasure” (v. 3). Therefore, the heavens were brass, and religion turned into a vast futility. The futility turned to fight. Out of sorts with God, they became out of sorts with themselves and others—“you fast only to quarrel and fight” (v. 4). The center was self and the circumference disorder.

O Blessed Father, life is hard if we step out of Thee and easy if we stay with Thee. The way of the transgressor is hard on him and on others. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: His yoke is easy and His burden is light, for they fit me as a glove fits the hand.


January 12

Who Alone Has Immortality?

WE ARE CONSIDERING the passage: “That which has been made was life in Him” (see John 1:3–4)—the created thing has only existence until it is placed in Christ by surrender. Then it has life, eternal life.

This is far-reaching in its consequences. All coming to Jesus has the feeling of a homecoming upon it. All going away from Him has the sense of sadness upon it; sadness, for the life forces out of Him begin to decay and crumble. We say of a man who steps out of Christ, “That man is going to pieces.” He literally is going to pieces. Life has no inner cement to hold it together, so he is disintegrating. Suppose this process of disintegration continued beyond the borders of this life as we see it taking place here, would the personality finally snuff itself out, be unfit to survive? John 3:16 says: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” Do those who continuously and persistently live outside of, apart from, and against Life perish? Do they perish by their own attitudes and actions?

In 1 Timothy we read of “the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality” (6:15–16). Does Jesus Christ alone have immortality? It says so. Then do we have immortality only as we surrender our mortal selves and become in Him, who alone has immortality? The Scriptures and the processes of decay when we are out of Him both say yes.

Would grace follow that man through this life and beyond the borders of this life, and if he finally rejected that grace and the light flickered and went out, would there be a teardrop on the cheek of grace and a sigh: “You would not”? That would fit into the character of God as seen in the face of Jesus, and it would fit into the observed processes taking place now. Apart from Him life disintegrates, and if kept up long enough, would perish.

O God, Thy grace is following us, following us, wooing us to Life. Help us to yield to that blessed wooing and embrace Life, for suppose we live and miss Life? Then it is better that we should not have been born. Help us. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: It would be better I had not been born, if I am not reborn.


January 13

Life and Life Abundantly

WE HAVE LOOKED at the tragic results of being out of Christ, and now we will turn to the triumphant results of being in Christ. There are both sides, and if we listen only to one side we become half persons, listening only to the half facts. In Europe, the joyous smaller bells ring out the quarter hours while the deep-toned solemn bells sound out the hours. Life holds both the joyous silver bells and the deep-toned serious and solemn bells. In Jesus, the joyous predominate—the solemn are an undertone, the joyous, the overtone. The Christian faith proclaims life—only its absence is death. “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).

Life is ours the very moment our life is put by surrender in Christ. The moment the little boy transferred the ownership of the five loaves and two fishes from himself to Jesus, those loaves and fishes were under the law of multiplication—under the law of life. Anything in His hands has life. It has security for time and eternity. The business of a silk manufacturer was ruined by the coming in of rayon and nylon. When I saw him, he was running the elevator in a YMCA, and doing it joyously, a happy, integrated man. He had given a pipe organ worth fifty thousand dollars to his church.

It was the only thing he saved—the thing he gave! He delighted to go to the church and play the organ, and he delighted to run the elevator. Out of the wreck of outer fortune he saved two things: his soul and his organ. He gave them both to Christ, and then they were secure—eternally secure. I touched that man for just a few moments at the close of a meeting, but his victory has become a part of my victory. He had life, and he passed it on to me. He wiped his hands on his apron, for he had been on kitchen duty when I saw him, but when I took his hand, I knew that I held the hand of a real king—the greatest of them all.

O Father God, I know one bank that will not break—the bank of Thy hands. I can never become bankrupt when I and my possessions are there. I am grateful that they are there. Now there is no fear. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: I am in Jesus, therefore the joyous will be the overtone, the solemn, the undertone.


January 14

One Related—Another Unrelated

YESTERDAY WE SAW the triumph of the silk manufacturer. He triumphed because he was in Christ. Here was a similar story with a different ending because this man was out of Christ. In Osaka, Japan, a wealthy man gave a check to build a new city hall. The next day the stock market crashed, and he was left penniless. Friends urged that he call back the gift. “No,” he replied, “since a promise is made it must be kept.” Then he went out and shot himself. The endings of these two men were different because their beginnings were different. One began from the basis of being in Christ and worked out from that to victory—every real thing intact. The other began from the basis of a stoical self—“a promise . . . must be kept”—noble, but this side of life, hence he went down in death.

The leading Christian layman of India holds the finance portfolio of the Railway Board, which manages all the railways of India. His elder brother brought him to one of my meetings in Madras in 1924, where he was converted. “As I sat in the tram car going home, Christ sat beside me and I knew we belonged to each other.” From that moment, he knew he was in Christ. Working out from that basis, his life has been a continuing miracle. He will probably take over the Sat Tal Ashram if and when I should drop out. If I had combed India I could not have found a better man. His brother, who insisted on his going to that decisive meeting, is a very brilliant professor doing research in pure mathematics. When I asked him what “pure mathematics” meant, he replied: “Mathematics unrelated to anything.” He has spent his life researching in pure, unrelated abstractions. His life has become as empty as his research; he is a half man, touching nothing and nobody. He is in himself. His brother, starting with being in Christ, is alive to his finger tips and touching all India. Both equally able, with equal opportunities, but one is fruitful, the other futile.

O Jesus, my Lord, if I withhold from Thee I withhold from me. If I withhold I impoverish myself—and others. I would give to Thee with both hands my all. It is little, but Thou has it. I am at peace. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: If my life and possessions are related to the Eternal, they will be eternal.


January 15

The Crucified Reflected on the Wall

WE HAVE BEGUN to see that being in Christ is being in reality. When you put yourself in Him by surrender and trust and obedience, you do not put yourself into a segment of life—an isolated movement going back to Jesus of Nazareth. You put yourself into Life itself; for He is the outcropping of that which is underlying the universe, underlying reality.

We were shown a mirror which had been used in the days when Christians were persecuted in Japan, when it was death to be a Christian. When we let the sunlight fall on this mirror, the reflection upon the ceiling was Jesus hanging on the cross in a circle of light, very distinct and plain. The people sat and worshiped in their houses with the Crucified before them. If anyone not known to be a Christian came in, the mirror was quietly taken out of the sun’s rays and the Crucified disappeared.

We were also shown a crucifix that had been used by the government in those days of persecution. It was placed on the ground, and everybody had to tread on the face of the Crucified. The non-Christians did not hesitate to tread on His face; the real Christians refused and were killed. The face of Jesus was worn down and marred by people’s treading on it.

Through the ages the face of Jesus has been trodden on by persecution, by neglect, by the misrepresentation of His own followers, by hate and rejection—trodden on till His face is marred more than any man (see Isaiah 52:14). Yet the light of God falls on the facts of life like the sun upon that mirror, and before our astonished gaze the Crucified is before us upon the walls of destiny. The discoveries of science, the uncovering of the nature and needs of man through psychology—the sheer needs of life fall upon the mirror of nature, and the Crucified is upon the walls of this and every age.

O Jesus, it was said of Thee, “he could not be hid” (Mark 7:24). Again Thou canst not be hid. Thou art shining forth from the depths of life, for Thou art Life. Help me this day to open my life to Life. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: I will see the cross in everything I see today, for it is there—an open secret.


January 16

The Inescapable Christ

WE SAW YESTERDAY that Jesus was coming back again—coming back out of sheer necessity. I stood in the Mosque of Saint Sophia in Constantinople, formerly a Christian cathedral. All the Christian symbols had been wiped out and replaced by verses from the Koran. As I stood at the back and looked at the dome over what had been the Christian altar, I held my breath. There was the figure of the ascending Christ plainly seen coming back through the daubs of the centuries. They couldn’t wipe Him out. That is true everywhere. Sheer necessity cries out for Him.

He shines through the prejudices and the philosophical thinking of India. In an extreme nationalist paper of India this appeared: “Calvary, where another great man of the East suffered martyrdom for the sins of the world, has today its counterpart in Yervada [the jail where Gandhi was kept] where our Mahatma suffers martyrdom for the thraldom of the world. Just as Calvary stood for the world’s sinners, so Yervada stands for the world’s downtrodden.” A Hindu chairman said, “The problems of the day arise through the lack of the Spirit of Jesus in the affairs of men.” A Japanese cabinet minister said, “How can you account for the immense increase of labor unrest since the war? It is Christianity at work among the people; the working man is testing Christ’s preaching of larger life and freedom.” An outstanding philosopher of India said, “We had high ideas of God before Jesus came. But Jesus is the highest expression of God we have seen. He is conquering us through the sheer force of His own person against our wills.” Another Hindu, speaking on “The Inescapable Christ,” said, “We have not been able to escape Him. There was a time when our hearts were bitter and sore against Him, but He is melting them by His sheer winsomeness. Jesus is slowly but surely entering all men in India—yea, all men.” The light of God is falling on the mirror of our needs, and the Crucified is encircled before us.

O Jesus, Thou art the inescapable. Thou art conquering us, and we want to be conquered, for when we are conquered by Thee we are free. Then our hearts are open to Thy conquest—freedom. Take us, make us. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: If I escape Him, I escape from salvation.


January 17

This Is My Meat and Drink

A HINDU SADHU, “a holy man,” pulled out a New Testament from his saffron robe and said, “This is my meat and drink.”

Is humanity more and more pulling from the folds of its heart the New Testament out of sheer necessity? Are our deep-down needs taking us by the hand and leading us to Him? Yes, increasingly so.

Jesus shut within a Book

Is hardly worth a passing look;

Jesus shut within a creed

Is a fruitless Lord indeed.

But Jesus in the hearts of men

Shows His tenderness again.

—Gordon Grooms

“Jesus in the hearts of men”? Yes, He is there in need—increasingly there as the fulfillment of a need. What is man’s greatest need? I have one unhesitating answer: redemption! This verse in Romans, the beginning letter of Paul, expresses that need: “they are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (3:24). “What is redemption?” asked a modern girl wistfully. Literally it means “to buy back”—picture a man, woman, or child about to be sold into slavery; then someone comes along, pays the ransom price, and sets the slave free. Someone objects that the situation of the slave market is gone, therefore the idea of redemption is gone with it. Is it? Outer slaveries are going, but inner slaveries are increasing. We speak of being “tied up,” “tied in knots,” “all balled up,” “mixed up,” “confused”—revealing a bondage, an inner slavery far worse than the outer slavery ever was or could be. An outer slave could be free inwardly—he could escape within—but one who is in bondage within has no escape. To try to escape into the without only increases his inner tangles. He is caught. He needs redemption. And Jesus is the only open door.

O Jesus, my Lord, wilt Thou redeem me from my bondage? It is my deepest need. Without that central, inner freedom, I’m in bondage to everything—myself, my surroundings, my life. Free me. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: I am a ransomed sinner—let every moment show my gratitude.


January 18

The Door?

YESTERDAY WE DEALT with our need of redemption. By “our” was meant not some men, but all men, with no exception anywhere. We ended by saying that Jesus is the only open door. Are both of those statements harsh and dogmatic, or do the facts say the same thing?

Jesus seemed dogmatic and exclusive in these words—words that made me wince, until I saw He spoke the naked truth: “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. . . . I am the door; if anyone enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:1, 9).

“Climbs in by another way” depicts man trying to climb up into the fold “by another way.” That is the attempt to be saved by your own effort, by your own climbing—it is self-salvation. As I have said elsewhere, there are only two ways to try to find God. One is to try to find God by climbing the ladder rung by rung, to be able to meet God at the topmost rung of worthiness. You do this by your good deeds, your disciplines, your meditations, your attendance to duty. This is the egocentric attempt at salvation. The other way is God-centric salvation, where God comes down the ladder to us by Incarnation and meets us, not at the topmost rung of the ladder of worthiness, but at the bottommost rung as sinners. Jesus said, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Matt. 9:13; Mark 2:17). At the bottom-most rung we are humble enough to receive salvation as the gift of God. We do not attain salvation—the egocentric attempt; we obtain salvation—the God-centric offer. To climb up another way is to reject God’s coming to us in favor of our coming to God. In other words, we make ourselves God and thus become thieves and robbers—robbing from God and ourselves.

O God, we reject Thy redemption of us in favor of our redemption of ourselves, and we end not in salvation, but in futile, tense striving, increasing the bondage we are supposed to cure. Forgive us. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: Self-redemption is self-deception—God alone can redeem.


January 19

The Twilight of the Gurus

YESTERDAY WE SAID that to try to climb up some other way into salvation was to become a thief and a robber—robbing God and ourselves, and others of what we might have been. Those who attempt to climb up some other way never arrive. They strive but do not arrive. They are wistful, but never become witnesses.

“But,” objects someone, “you come from India, the land of realization of God. What about those who have come up ‘some other way’? Haven’t they ‘realized’?” Well, they may be there, but traveling over India for more than half a century, I haven’t found them. I’ve invited them to my Round Table Conferences, the finest and best. They are always on the way—I never have seen one who had arrived. One such holy man, famed for his “realization,” said to a friend, when asked whether he had realized himself as God, replied, “No, I’m a sinner.” Another who has disciples all over the world to whom he sends touched-up photographs of himself with halos around his head, is in fact a chair-ridden semi-invalid. He has a ceremony of washing his feet in milk, which his disciples drink in a sort of communion. A friend who has stayed in his ashram, and who is very sympathetic said: “He knows and I know he is a fraud. But I love him.” When I held a Round Table Conference among them at this ashram they revealed by their statements that they were all on the way—none had arrived. This sympathetic friend, having visited all the famous ashrams of India with a Hindu doctor, came back to our ashram at Sat Tal and said: “It’s the twilight of the gurus. They have let their devotees down. They haven’t got what it takes.” The other way, in East and West, is turning out to be the way to emptiness and futility. There is a door out of emptiness and futility, and that door is Jesus—the only Door I know.

O Jesus, my Lord, in Thee I see the open door to the Father, to my redemption from sin and evil, and the door into my highest realization of Life. I fly to that door with open arms. Receive me. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: Soul of mine, there is no other way—it is this or nothing.


January 20

Are Those Outside Lost?

WE ARE CONSIDERING the open door—into salvation, into life. If Jesus is the Door, and the only door, what about those who died before Jesus came and those who lived after He came, but never have heard of Him—are they lost? I am grateful I do not have to decide that matter, for only God our Father is good enough and wise enough to decide it. It is my business to preach the gospel and leave judgment to God.

The Scriptures do give us guidance here, however. Paul says that those who have lived under the law will be judged by the law; those who have lived apart from the law have the law written within them—in their consciences, in their higher ideals—and they will be judged by the light they have had. Each will be judged according to his light. Now it says of Jesus: “The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world” (John 1:9)—the excarnate light of Christ is the light in conscience and in higher ideals in every man. If men live according to their light, then they have been unconsciously living according to “the light which lighteth every man coming into the world”—the light of Christ. If they have, they will be saved by Christ whether they knew Him or not. You and I have the light of Christ, and the bigger question is whether we will be saved, for of him to whom much has been given much will be required (see Luke 12:48).

If the Scriptures say that Jesus is the Door, what does life say? The same thing? Yes. The only alternative for the modern man is Christ or nothing. There seem to be no other alternatives. Life eliminates the alternatives, and we are being more and more shut up to Him. If He isn’t the Way, there is no way. Ripley’s Believe It or Not had the picture of a stone stairway into a house. At the head of the stairway was a blank stone wall. It led nowhere. Life without Christ leads to a blank stone wall—nowhere.

O Jesus Christ, when I put my finger upon the latch by faith and surrender, the Door opens—opens to everything. I know You are the Open Door into redemption, freedom, everything. I am entering. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: Listen, my soul: every road leading away from Jesus is a dead-end road.


January 21

God Will Bop Me

THE FUNDAMENTAL AND decisive difference that makes Jesus the door is in this statement of fact: “I lay down my life for the sheep.” The cross makes the difference. Trying to get to God and salvation by self-striving presumes that the door to God is open from the side of man. The fact is that it isn’t. It is shut by the fact of our sin—every man’s sin. “Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). The door is not open from our side at all. It is open only from God’s side.

It is only open from His side provided He makes atonement for our sins by “bearing in His own body our sins upon a tree”—by becoming “sin for us.”

A man in India had a dream in which Kali, a Hindu goddess, said to him, “Unless you sacrifice your son to me I’ll destroy your whole family.” He did just that and was brought up before an Indian court for murder. He was given two years, a light sentence, for he did it for religious motives. Kali demanded blood from her devotees. Those who try to win favor with God by offering their good deeds or by their devotions and sacrifices are worshiping a refined version of Kali as God. “I’d better go to church, or God will bop me,” said a young man and said it seriously, offering churchgoing as a sacrifice to God. God demands atonement.

In Jesus, God is offering atonement, not demanding it. “I lay down my life—I don’t demand yours.” The door is opened from God’s side, not ours. A nail-pierced hand opens it. We are saved by God’s grace, not by our good works. A Hindu said: “The difference between Christianity and Hinduism is this: we have to climb the ladder of austerity to get to Brahma. He doesn’t lift his finger to help us. In Christianity, God comes to the bottom-most rung at cost, the cost of a cross, to help us up to the topmost rung. The difference is decisive.” It is.

My Father, I can love and give myself absolutely to a God like Thee. Thou hast given Thy heart, so I give mine. Thou didst give all, so I give all. And now Thy all is open to my taking. I do take. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: I do not advance toward God—I advance in willingness—willingness to accept His advance.


January 22

Salvation through Christ or in Christ?

WE ARE CONSIDERING the verse: “I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:9).

Through Jesus the Door we get into Him—He is the door to Himself. That raises the question: Is salvation through Jesus or in Jesus? The usual answer is through Jesus. If the “through” doesn’t lead to the “in,” however, it stops this side of salvation, for salvation is in Jesus. The “through” opens the possibility of salvation, but the “in” gives the actuality of salvation.

This is the central weakness of organized Christianity—it preaches salvation through Christ, but not salvation in Christ. The churches are filled with people who believe they are saved through Christ. That salvation is looked for in heaven—they will be saved in heaven through Christ. The salvation is in the past—through the cross, and it will be realized in the future in heaven. The present is but faintly redeemed, or not at all. Salvation is not now in Christ. It is in the past as a potentiality, or it is in the future as an actuality. But salvation that is not present is not salvation—it is only a hope. If you ask the average church member if he is saved he will probably answer, “I hope so.” He is depending on salvation through Christ and not on salvation in Christ.

The cross is the door through which we can enter into Christ. Surrender and faith are the responses through which we do actually enter and become in Christ. Only when we are actually in Christ are we saved. He saves those whom He has.

O Jesus, my Lord, if Thou dost save only those whom Thou hast, it is of supreme importance that Thou shouldst have me—the whole me, for if I leave anything outside Thee it is outside salvation. Thou hast me. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: Salvation through Christ is outside me, salvation in Christ is inside me.


January 23

Living on the Menu Instead of the Meat

YESTERDAY WE SAW that salvation is in Christ and not merely through Christ. Someone asked a theologian when he was saved, and he replied: “At Calvary.” This is a half-truth. Potentially he was saved at Calvary; actually he was saved if and when he surrendered to Jesus and by faith accepted that redemption which was purchased for him at Calvary, and thus became in Christ. If he stopped this side of being in Christ, he stopped this side of salvation.

Jesus said to His disciples, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit was theirs potentially, but actually the Holy Spirit was not theirs until by surrender and faith they received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, when “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit” (see Acts 2). Potentiality had become possession. Without that possession, they would have lived on a promise, and it is possible to have a promise in your hand and be empty. “The house of Jacob shall possess their own possessions” (Obad. 1:17). It is possible to have possessions as a possibility, but the possessions are only possessions when you possess them.

The lepers who at the word of Jesus were told to go show themselves to the priest to get a certificate of health started with health as a potentiality. “And as they went they were cleansed” (Luke 17:14). On the way, the potentiality became possession. They were in health only when they were healed.

The dimness, the faintness, the dullness, the uncertainty of modern churchmen comes from believing in a salvation that is through Christ and not in Christ. They are living on the menu instead of the meat.

O Jesus, Thou art my home. I cannot live on the promise of a home—I must live in a home. I cannot live on a heaven hereafter, I must live in heaven now. I must have heaven as a state, if I’m to have heaven as a place. I have Thee—my heaven. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: The menu is what I read, the meat is what I receive. I’m on the receiving end.


January 24

In Christ—an Indeed Freedom

THIS BEING IN Christ seems to some to be in bondage—you are not in yourself, and you are not in the world if you are in Christ. This is our basic fear—the fear of losing our freedom. Surrender means a surrender of our freedom.

I spoke to a very influential group in Washington, made up of diplomats, several generals, and the secretary for defense. I spoke on surrender as the key to the Christian faith. The secretary for defense arose at the close and said: “I appreciated everything the speaker said, but I inwardly balked at that word ‘surrender.’ I deal with a group of people among whom the word would not be very popular or acceptable.” I assured him that we surrender to God, but we don’t surrender to anything else. Low at His feet we stand straight before everything else. Moreover, His will is our freedom. Bound to Him we walk the earth free. When we are most His we are most our own. “That changes the picture,” he replied thoughtfully.

Many in our churches have a wrong mental picture of what surrender to Christ means. A psychiatrist, brought up in a straitlaced missionary home where pigtails and long black stockings were signs of conformity and piety, reacted against it and was afraid of the power of Christ in a mental institution where people were in desperate bondage to themselves. She confused being in Christ with being in a system. Jesus was crucified because He wouldn’t conform to a system. He said, “if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). In Christ, there is an “indeed” freedom.

O my Lord and Savior, Thou dost bind me to Thy heart and set me free at the same moment—free to love, to live, to grow, to enjoy with joy unspeakable and full of glory. I open my arms to Thy bondage, for my heart wants freedom. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: If I don’t surrender to God, I will surrender to things.


January 25

The Need to Belong

IN THE PASSAGE we have been considering there is this sentence: “I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:9). Will go in and out and find pasture.

Four things are there: “enters by me”—a sense of belonging; “will go in”—will find security; “and out”—adventure; “and find pasture”—satisfaction. Four things are promised: belonging, security, adventure, and satisfaction. Basically we need those four things.

Psychologists say that all human nature has three basic needs: the need to belong; the need for significance; and the need for reasonable security. Here Jesus added a fourth—the need for satisfaction. We shall make our own four needs.

The first need is the need to belong. The delinquent child turns delinquent because he has no sense of belonging. Ninety-five percent of delinquent children come from broken homes—they don’t belong. The central sickness of the world is that,

but your iniquities have made a separation

between you and your God,

and your sins have hid his face from you

so that he does not hear. (Isa. 59:2)

The sickness of the world is homesickness—homesickness for God. There is a sense of orphanage, of estrangement, of being lost. That first need is met when you are in Christ—you belong. You belong not to the marginal or ephemeral, but to reality—ultimate reality.

The second need is security—“will go in.” You have the security of a fold—in Christ—of which Almighty Love is the keeper. Compared to this all other securities are insecure. This is “a kingdom that cannot be shaken”—the unshakable kingdom (Heb. 12:28).

Dear Father, in the fold of Thy Son we belong and are secure. We are in, and the in has ultimate meaning. The security has ultimate security. We are now at home. Fears and tensions drop away. Finding Thee we have found all. Amen.

AFFIRMATION FOR THE DAY: My first, last, and intermediate business is to belong to Christ.
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