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For Paul & Nate,

who carry me where they go


In the last house at the end of the street, up the fifteen steps to the top of the stairs, in the room at the end of the hall, lived a boy who was afraid of dying.

 

Often the boy had bad dreams and cried out in his sleep.
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When this happened his father climbed the fifteen steps to the top of the stairs, came into the room at the end of the hall, and picked up the boy and held him.

 

“I dreamed I was dead,” the boy said. “I didn’t have a brain, or a mouth, or anything.”

“It’s going to be okay,” his father said, rocking him.
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“But someday I’ll die for real,” the boy said.

“Not for a long, long time,” his father said.
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