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  Preface


  In 1803, while "overwhelmed with other business," Mr. Jefferson cut from the evangelists such passages as he believed would best present the ethical teaching of Jesus, and "arranged them, on the pages of a blank book, in a certain order of time or subject." He called it "The Philosophy of Jesus of Nazareth, extracted from the account of his life and doctrines, as given by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John; being an abridgment of the New Testament for the use of the Indians, unembarrassed with matters of fact or faith beyond the level of their comprehension." In a letter to his friend, Mr. Charles Thompson, after describing this work, he said: "If I had time I would add to my little book the Greek, Latin and French texts in columns, side by side." Some time afterwards he carried out the design thus expressed, giving the texts in the four languages, "in a handsome morocco-bound volume, labeled on the back 'Morals of Jesus.'" This is the volume called "The Jefferson Bible," which is now owned by the Government, and the publication of which has been recently ordered by Congress. While this volume was still in the possession of Mr. Jefferson's oldest grandson, Colonel Thomas Jefferson Randolph, an accurate copy of its table of contents was made, and from that copy the English text is reproduced in the following pages. As a fit introduction to it, a letter to Dr. Benjamin Rush, and a comparison of the doctrines of Jesus with those of others, are published, giving, perhaps, the fullest expression of his religious views ever made by Mr. Jefferson himself.


  



  Say nothing of my religion. It is known to my God and myself alone. Its evidence before the world is to be sought in my life; if that has been honest and dutiful to society, the religion which has regulated it cannot be a bad one.


  —Thomas Jefferson.


  Religious Views of Thomas Jefferson


  In a letter to his daughter, written in 1803, Mr. Jefferson said: "A promise made to a friend some years ago, but executed only lately, has placed my religious creed on paper. I have thought it just that my family, by possessing this, should be enabled to estimate the libels published against me on this, as on every other possible subject." The "religious creed" to which he referred was a comparison of the doctrines of Jesus with those of others, prepared in fulfillment of a promise made to Dr. Benjamin Rush. This paper, with the letter to Dr. Rush which accompanied it is a fit introduction to the "Jefferson Bible."


  The Jefferson Bible


  I. Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem, Where Jesus is Born


  AND it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.


  2 (And this taxing ways first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)


  3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.


  4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of


  David, which is called Bethlehem, (because he was of the house and lineage of David,)


  5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.


  6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.


  7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.


  II. He is Circumcised and Named and They Return to Nazareth


  AND when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS.


  2 And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.


  III. At Twelve Years of Age He Accompanies His Parents to Jerusalem and Returns


  AND the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.


  2 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.


  3 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.


  4 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.


  5 And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.


  6 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.


  7 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.


  8 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.


  9 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.


  10 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.


  IV. John Baptizes in Jordan


  NOW in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,


  2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.


  3 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.


  4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.


  5 ¶ Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan;


  6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.


  V. Jesus is Baptized at 30 Years of Age


  THEN cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.


  2 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli.


  VI. Drives the Traders Out of the Temple


  AFTER this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and they continued there not many days.


  2 ¶ And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem;


  3 And found in the temple those hat sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:


  4 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables;


  5 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.


  VII. He Baptizes, but Retires into Galilee on the Death of John


  AFTER these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized.


  2 ¶ Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee;


  3 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.


  4 For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.


  5 Therefore Herodias 'had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not:


  6 For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.


  7 And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains, and chief estates of Galilee;


  8 And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee.


  9 And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom.


  10 And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptist.


  11 And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give me by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist.


  12 And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, he would not reject her.


  13 And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to be brought: and he went and beheaded him in the prison,


  14 And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother.


  VIII. He Teaches in the Synagogue


  AND they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught.


  2 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.


  IX. Explains the Sabbath


  AT that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.


  2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day.


  3 But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they that were with him;


  4 How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the shew-bread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the priests?


  5 Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?


  6 ¶ And when he was departed thence, he went into their synagogue:


  7 And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him.


  8 And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?


  9 How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days.


  10 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.


  11 ¶ Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him.


  12 But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all.


  X. Call of His Disciples


  AND it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.


  2 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;


  3 Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew,


  4 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes,


  5 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.


  6 And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases.
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