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The Buzzing Bee

The true story that inspired the writing of this book

When we left the patio door open, a bee flew in. It hit the window repeatedly, trying to get out. We could hear it buzzing as it struggled from the top to the bottom of the window. The bee saw the beauty of the garden outside and worked hard to get there, but we knew its effort was futile.

If it were a fly, we would have used the swatter and ended its misery. However, since the bee is a beneficial insect, we opened the door and chased it out.

At the moment, four important lessons came to mind:


	Hard work alone may not solve our problems.

	Often the solutions come from doing it another way and thinking outside the box.

	Sometimes the Almighty sees us in our predicaments and shows us a way out.

	Our mission in life is to share any learned lessons with other struggling people and take opportunities to show them a way out.



Two roads diverge in the woods, and I took the one less traveled,

and that has made all the difference.

—Robert Frost

Give the world the best you have,

And it may not be good enough.

Give the world your best anyway.

—Mother Teresa (1910–1997)

Any fool can count the seeds from an apple.

Only God can count the apples from one seed!

—Dr. Robert H. Schuller


To all people looking for a bright future,

the new graduates,

newlyweds,

new parents,

people looking for meaningful jobs

people launching new careers,

entrepreneurs starting new projects,

people facing midlife crises,

People depressed about their future,

people facing new health challenges,

and to the “buzzing bees” in the world!


Words of Life

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,

the courage to change the things I can,

and the wisdom to know the difference.

—Serenity Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr

Knowing others is intelligence; knowing yourself is true wisdom.

Mastering others is strength; mastering yourself is true power.

—Lao-Tze, Chinese philosopher and reformer (500 BC)

The road the righteous travel is like the sunrise,

getting brighter and brighter until daylight has come!

—Proverbs 4:18

Science is organized knowledge.

Wisdom is organized life.

—Immanuel Kant, German philosopher

Condemnation (rejection) without investigation is the height of ignorance.

—Albert Einstein (1879–1955)

Security is mostly a superstition. It does not exist in nature.

Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.

—Helen Keller, author
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Make a contribution to the human race;

leave a sweet fragrance for a hundred generations.

—Chinese Proverb


Foreword

After my many travels throughout the Orient, I’ve gained a deep respect for the wisdom of the Asian culture. This book is the summary of the author’s struggles to find the answers to life’s questions. Having been raised in China until his late teens and getting his college and graduate education in the United States, he has gleaned wisdom from both the East and the West that has helped him through life. I believe this book can help people of any age appreciate their God-given opportunities and take steps to fulfill them.

Dr. Lee has been active in our church for more than forty-one years. He served as both a deacon and an elder for many years with distinction.

Dr. Lee came to the United States in his late teens to study to be an aircraft mechanic. He hardly spoke English. When he graduated with honors, he asked one of his teachers about the best engineering school in America. The teacher said that would be MIT, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

“Well, that’s where I’ll go!” said the optimistic young lad.

The teacher laughed and said, “Bob, you can’t even spell Massachusetts!”

That was true, but it did not stop him. Dr. Lee earned a doctorate with distinction from MIT. His doctoral thesis was among the few chosen to be published by the MIT Press.

Dr. Lee worked many years in the aerospace industry as a space scientist and taught as an engineering professor at the University of California at Irvine. He also had a distinguished career as a businessman and an entrepreneur.

If you can dream it, you can do it! America is truly the land of opportunity.

Dr. Robert H. Schuller

Founding Pastor

Crystal Cathedral
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Preface

This book is your “call to action” to build your dreams. It will show you the principles for being your own architect to design and build your life and your own unique “Rainbow of Success,” with wisdom from both the East and West.

Everyone started life like a buzzing bee, hitting the window repeatedly, trying to get to the beauty and richness outside. But we cannot understand why we can’t get there while working so hard. Others think that God must have a sense of humor. He built a maze for our lives and kept us stuck at the dead end. Still others think that they are on a hamster wheel or treadmill. They work very hard but do not seem to get anywhere.

The objective of this book is to show you how you can choose to be a victor instead of being a victim and learn to master your life, reach your maximum potential, and achieve personal success sooner by working smarter, not harder.

I will share with you what I’ve learned through the years as a space scientist, a professor, an entrepreneur, and a businessman. I will point out the potential pitfalls on the road ahead and help you find the right direction on your adventure through life.

We have but one life to live. How we live our lives not only matters to us, but also to our families, friends, and our future generations.

In life, some succeed while others fail. Why? Because when the going gets tough—and it will—the tough get going, and the losers quit. The losers always have good excuses, but excuses never lead to success.

Many people blame their pasts. We’re all products of the past, but we can choose not to be victims of the past.

Yes, we have a choice! We can take responsibility for our lives or blame others for our failures. We need wisdom and guidance to make our choices positive choices.

The doors of wisdom are never shut.

—Ben Franklin

First, we must realize we live in two worlds: the visible (physical), three-dimensional world and the invisible (spiritual), multidimensional world. The physical world is composed of what we experience with our five senses. The invisible world is composed of our knowledge, wisdom, character, integrity, faith, hope, love, fear, worry, greed, frustration, anxiety, peace, spirit, and soul. If God is in it, it goes to infinity!

We design our successes in the (invisible) spiritual world,

We build them in the physical world.

You’re an unlimited mind housed in a limited body. In fact, the programming in your mind is the common denominator to success or failure.

Our lives are constantly under construction. Success in life is a continuous, multidimensional achievement that can be represented by the seven different colors of the rainbow. These are: purpose (red), mission (blue), passion (green), financial health (violet), physical health (orange), mental development (yellow), and creativity (indigo). I’ve devoted a chapter to each color to discuss them in more detail.

Interestingly, all the colors come from white light. If we have a well-balanced rainbow, it recombines as white light. (See Chapter 8.)

Our lives are gifts from God. What we do with our lives are our gifts to God. At the end of our lives, we’ll present our rainbows to the Almighty. Some rainbows will be bigger than others will be. Unfortunately, some will be a few colors short.

My goal is to help you learn how to work smarter—not harder—and to develop an attitude and a core belief so you can enjoy the sunshine and learn to dance in the rain.

Science is organized knowledge. Wisdom is organized life.

—Immanuel Kant


Introduction

An old adage says, “As long as there will be tomorrow, there is hope.”

“What is hope? Is there a difference between hope and wishful thinking?”

“I’m just an average person. Can I make a difference?”

“What is truth?”

“What is the meaning of life?”

“What is success?”

People everywhere in the world ask these questions.

This book is the summary of my journey through life to find the answers to these tough questions. I don’t claim to be someone great. However, having been raised in China until my late teens and getting my college and graduate education in the United States, I’ve discovered wisdom from both the East and the West, which has helped to shape my philosophy of self-development. This philosophy has been proven true throughout my professional life as a space scientist, a university professor, and in business leadership and management. I humbly share these findings with you, hoping they will help you.

Your life is a book. You’re the author. Depending on where you live, you have an average of between seventy to ninety years to write your book. This book will have a profound influence on your future and affect the lives you touched in the past and will touch in the future. At present, you have already written the first chapter.

Chapter 1 is your past. Look at your past. Are you happy with it? Are you proud of it? Are there things you regret and wish you could delete? Did you hurt someone? Did you need someone’s forgiveness? Did you learn valuable lessons? Did you have real frustrations? Do you wish you had had a mentor or two to help you along the way?

Chapter 2 could be called Quo Vadis? Where are you going? I lead with a Latin phrase to show that this is a commonly asked question since the beginning of civilization. Question: How will you write it? Do you have any ideas?

Chapter 3 is the answer to three questions at the end of your life: Did I make a difference? Did I matter? Where am I going now?

Everyone starts life looking for success. What is success? If you’re looking for the financial success of Bill Gates, the fame of George Washington, or the scientific achievements of Albert Einstein, you may be asking for a lifetime of disappointment and frustration. Why? Because you are not Bill Gates, George Washington or Albert Einstein, you are you, a unique individual.

At the onset, we must realize this basic truth:

In a jungle, not only the lions eat!

Every one of us is unique. True success is to be fruitful and have a happy, fulfilled life that builds on the talents and gifts we were given.

Success is a multidimensional journey in life. It’s like building the seven colors of a rainbow. No one can achieve perfection in all areas. It’s a perpetual self-development program.

The ultimate objective of this book is to help people avoid the common tragedy of life illustrated to the left.

At first glance, this may look like a cute joke.

Unfortunately, this happens to too many people now. These people aimlessly try to make a living but never find life. They look for happiness in the “happy hour” and never find it. As a result, they lose health as well as wealth. Many of these people lock themselves in their own cages, though the cage door is wide open. They have lost purpose, mission, and passion along the way and quit writing their books of life. They die long before they’ve been buried.

[image: images]

Have you wondered why two people with similar education, intelligence, and skills differ? Why does one achieve incredible success while the other fails in almost everything he does?

The reason is that they consciously or unconsciously embrace one of the two following creeds:

The Possibility Thinker’s Creed

When faced with a mountain, I WILL NOT QUIT!

I will keep on striving until I climb over,

find a pass through, tunnel underneath,

or simply stay and turn the mountain into a gold mine,

with God’s help!

—Dr. Robert H. Schuller

In contrast, there is:

The Impossibility Thinker’s Creed

When faced with a molehill,

I’ll quickly make it into a mountain by adding more dirt

So I can QUIT with dignity!

In most top US universities, the graduating class is roughly fifty percent of the entering freshman class. One often wonders why there’s such a high failure rate among these specially selected top achievers. The truth is that when the going gets tough—and it will—the tough get going, and the losers quit!

Success or failure is the compounded effect of our daily choices over a lifetime. Purpose, mission, and passion are the foundations for building a rainbow of success. These elements will constantly point to the right directions and help us make the difficult daily choices.

In truth, learning these principles will help you to reprogram your conscious and subconscious mind, build your core beliefs, develop good habits, and take action toward your unique destiny one day at a time. In other words, you must first develop your inner self before you can achieve what you want on the outside, your destiny.

What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters,

Compared to what lies within us.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

I hope that the principles presented in this book will help you master your own life that you can write your “Book of Life” with enthusiasm and delight.

A picture is better than ten thousand words.

—Chinese Proverb

Throughout this book, many stories from the East and West are shared to illustrate the basic concepts. They’re used like word pictures to help you gain a deeper understanding of the truth.

Ultimately, we’ll be remembered for two things:

The problems we helped solve

And

The problems we helped create.

We have a choice.

Choose wisely!


Chapter 1

Purpose

Why Are You Here?



What You Do in Life Will Echo in Eternity!

You Are Important!

Whether we realize it or not, the things we do have profound consequences in eternity. Some people may think that they are not that important. They are. Here is why.

Everyone knows George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Isaac Newton, and Albert Einstein were important people. What they did, indeed, echoes in eternity. Question: Where did they get their knowledge and wisdom? Where did they get their character and integrity? Do you think their parents, grandparents, and teachers had something to do with it?

The people behind those illustrious men may not be famous, but they must have done something right. Passing on wisdom, love, and a firm sense of values to our children and those within our spheres of influence is one of our most important purposes.

Imagine the people who could be part of your sphere of influence. You see your children, nieces, nephews, their children, and their children’s children. It goes on and on like a mighty river toward eternity. Would you like to see doctors, lawyers, scientists, and engineers? Perhaps even a president or two?

Here are interesting statistics.

In 1879, there were six family members incarcerated simultaneously. Researchers studied their family tree, going back more than one hundred years. They found Max J., born in 1720, had six daughters and two sons. He and his wife were uneducated alcoholics who had many run-ins with the law. Of their 800 descendants, 310 became homeless, 160 became prostitutes, 180 became drug addicts, and 150 became criminals, including seven accused of murder.

Let’s look at another family. Jonathan Edwards was born in 1703. He was a minister and the president of a school that later became Princeton University. He had many children. Of his descendants, thirteen became college presidents, sixty-six became physicians, sixty-five became professors, seventy-two became judges, one hundred became attorneys, eighty-five became authors, eighty became public servants, three became governors, three became senators, and one became vice president of the United States.

You’re the headwater of your river. Do you want your river to be clean and bring life to all it touches? Alternatively, do you want it to be polluted so that it poisons as it flows?

We each have a purpose in our lives. It’s important to discover that purpose as early as possible.

What Is Your Purpose?

Susan was a forty-year-old widow. Her husband was a top corporate executive killed in a traffic accident. She was left with a huge, beautiful mansion and ten-year-old twin boys, Mark and Tom. The boys constantly fought and argued with each other. After the life insurance money ran out, Susan worked two jobs to pay the mortgage and put food on the table. She was always tired so she had no time for the boys. In short, the boys were raised by the TV, movies, and video games, many of which were violent.

One Sunday, Susan went to church to consult with the pastor concerning her boys’ violent behavior.

The pastor said, “We all live in two worlds: the physical and the spiritual. In the physical world, your boys will grow up, develop, and mature with or without you unless you don’t feed them. Men by nature are hunters. They are aggressive, territorial, and fearless. Fighting is natural. As a parent, you must help them develop in the spiritual world. By this, I mean knowledge, wisdom, character, integrity, faith, hope, love, etc. If you don’t, they will grow up as savages. Do you know that your TV set is taking over as their parents and building your children’s characters and value systems now?”

“But I love our house and am proud of it,” Susan explained. “However, to keep it, I have to work two jobs. I simply have no time to do anything else. What can I do?”

“Well, success in life is a matter of choices and actions based on your priorities. Your priorities are set by your purpose. I can’t help you with that. However, when you go to sleep tonight, commit this problem to God. Maybe He will give you the right answers,” the pastor told her.

That night the boys were fighting as usual, and Susan scolded them and struggled to put them to bed. She had to get up early for work.

In the morning, she heard a big commotion and a loud scream. Mark had pushed Tom down the long stairway. She rushed down and saw that Tom’s neck was broken. She frantically called 911, but it was too late. Tom was gone.

“Sorry Mom, I didn’t mean to…” Mark began crying. “He pushed me, and I just pushed him back. What are they going to do to me? I don’t want to go to jail for murder.”

Susan sobbed and didn’t know how to answer him. They could hear the police siren. Mark was so scared and remorseful; he ran up the stairs and jumped off the balcony.

Susan ran after Mark and saw him fall. “Oh, God, no!” she screamed.

Then she awoke from her dream in a cold sweat. Susan decided to stay home that day, make breakfast, and take her precious children to school. She also decided to sell the big house and use the money to buy a small condo outright, saving the remaining money for the boys’ college fund. Then she had to work only part-time during school hours to put food on the table and be there when they returned home.

After she shared her plan and the story with the boys, they hugged each other with tears, thanking God together and beginning their journey on the long road to recovery.

Yes, There Is a Purpose for Our Lives

In the famous movie, It’s a Wonderful Life, the main character, George Bailey, faced a major crisis. He was so discouraged that he wished he had never been born. He jumped off a bridge to kill himself. But an angel, Clarence Odbody, saved him and showed him how wrong he was. For example, if George hadn’t been born, he would not have been there to save his brother from drowning. As a consequence, his brother wouldn’t have been a pilot who saved a US ship from being sunk by enemy planes in World War II. Hundreds of lives would have been lost. Only God knows what impact those hundreds of lives have now and would have in the future.

Indeed, if we don’t exist, there will be a gap in the river of eternity. How big a gap is up to us.

Parents, help your children discover their purposes early.

As parents, we are closest to our children. At times, you can observe and discover their talents; help your children develop them and discover their purpose early.

When I was a young boy in China, our servants jokingly called me [image: images]—one who will ruin the family’s fortune. Why? Because I loved action toys and none of them lasted more than a day or two in my hands. I opened them, trying to discover how they worked. Most of the time, I couldn’t put them back together.

My mother knew I had a curious mind and bought more toys for me to work with. She also told the servants to save the toys I had destroyed, knowing someday I would learn to put them back together. She was right! I learned the basic principles of their working parts and later reassembled them all but one.

There was a “putt-putt” boat with no moving parts. You put it on water and lit a fire in the lamp inside the boat. After a while, it went “putt-putt” and moved. I took it apart and couldn’t figure how it worked. Oh, that frustrated me! I did not understand the basic principles of how it worked until I studied at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) years later and learned about mechanical vibrations and natural frequencies.

When I was in junior high school in Shanghai, I fell in love with model airplanes. I was one of the few kids in Shanghai who could afford to buy a motor. Many of my parents’ friends thought I was wasting money again on another expensive toy. My good friends Zhou ([image: images] Zh[image: images]u zh[image: images]ng wén) and Hú ([image: images]Hú [image: images]n níng) were also model airplane enthusiasts. Together, we formed the “Cyclone Model Airplane Club,” CMAC ([image: images] fèng huì). Surprisingly, after sixty-six years, largely because of Zhou’s effort, the club is still going strong in China. It has inspired many young people to go into aviation.

I often wondered what would have happened to me if my mother had spanked me each time I broke a toy.

Parents: please observe and help your children discover their strengths and find their purposes early.

Don’t Be a Dream Killer!

When I graduated with honors from the aircraft mechanic school in California in 1951, I asked an instructor which US school was the best in aeronautical engineering. He told me MIT, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

As an optimistic lad, I told him that’s where I would go.

He laughed and said, “Bob, you don’t know where it is, and you can’t even spell Massachusetts!”

If I had listened to him, I would have missed a golden opportunity, forever regretting my decision and being known as a man who failed because he couldn’t spell Massachusetts!

Never discourage a young person with a dream;

Instead, help and encourage him or her.

The following are stories of young dreamers who found their purposes early.

Bill Gates

Bill Gates’s parents always knew Bill had a curious mind. He loved to read, and they supplied him with all the books he wanted.

In his early teens, the mothers from the mother’s club at Lakeside, Bill’s private school, made an important decision. They raised money in a rummage sale to buy a computer terminal and computer time for the students. With that, Bill wrote his first software program when he was thirteen. It was for playing tic-tac-toe. Bill found his purpose. (You can read more about this in “The Road Ahead”. Ref. 9 Appendix D)

When Bill Gates was nineteen at Harvard University, a small company called Intel invented a microchip called the 8008. This company had no software, and only Bill and a few hobby enthusiasts noticed it. The chip couldn’t do much, but it could be made to count. Bill wrote software for the microchip to count traffic flow. In those days, traffic was counted by cars running over a rubber hose, and the pulses were counted by hand.

Bill started a company called Traf-O-Data. He expected to sell millions of his machines. The machine worked well, but the company failed for lack of marketing. He didn’t know how to sell to the government, his only customer.

Instead of quitting and returning to college, he formed another company named Microsoft (see details in Chapter 3). After a long struggle and lack of funds, Microsoft finally succeeded.

Interestingly, Bill Gates’s success didn’t come from new inventions but from clever bits of marketing, which he learned from his earlier failures. Microsoft bought DOS (Disk Operating System) from a friend, renamed it MS-DOS, and sold it to IBM to be used in its newly developed PC (personal computer). Microsoft Windows was taken from Apple Computer, which had obtained it earlier from Xerox.

Twenty years later, by 1995, Microsoft had seventeen thousand employees and was a $6 billion per year business. Bill Gates became the richest man in the world. By staying true to his purpose and not quitting, Bill Gates built a big river of success.

With the success of Microsoft, Bill Gates has created thousands of millionaires and kept tens of thousands of stockholders happy, as well as fed and educated literally millions of children. His multibillion-dollar foundation makes continuing contributions to improving the education and health of the human race. Truly, what he did in life will echo in eternity.

Bill had discovered his purpose early and went after it with passion. (See more in Chapter 3.)

General “Billy” Mitchell

Because I was fascinated with aviation in my youth, my first American hero was General “Billy” Mitchell. He was widely known as a visionary and an outspoken advocate for developing stronger air power in the United States.

He was a daring, flamboyant, and tireless leader who served in the Army Air Corps during World War I. In 1918, after he led one of the biggest air attacks in Germany with 1,500 planes from the Allied air forces, he was absolutely convinced about the future superiority of air power. He horrified and angered the top generals and admirals by saying that airplanes were the future weapon of choice and could attack cities across the ocean and sink large battleships.

He was ordered to prove his point by bombing some captured German ships. His order was to drop five-hundred- to one-thousand-pound bombs at five thousand feet, which the top officials knew was an impossible task with the airplanes of that day. Even when the bombs managed to hit the target, the bomb couldn’t do enough damage.

General Mitchell deliberately disobeyed the order and sank the battleship Ostfriesland with two-thousand-pound bombs at one thousand feet. The top generals and admirals were outraged, demoted him to colonel, and sent him to a minor post in Texas.

Colonel Mitchell continued his campaign for an independent air force and an air force academy to train flyers. As many of his best friends and former subordinates continued to die unnecessarily from fiery coffins (obsolete and poorly maintained airplanes of that day), his criticism of the army’s negligence grew stronger. His words fell on deaf ears.

When his good friend in the navy and thirteen of his crew were killed by flying the non-airworthy airship, the Shenandoah, he had to do something drastic. He decided to sacrifice himself and invited his own court-martial by charging the senior army and navy leaders with “almost treasonable administration of the national defense.”

At his court-martial in 1923, General Mitchell correctly predicted that in the future, airplanes would fight at one thousand miles per hour in the stratosphere. He warned that airplanes from Japanese carriers would attack the Hawaiian Islands, eighteen years before the actual Pearl Harbor attack!

As expected, he was found guilty and left the army to continue his crusade for the establishment of an independent air force in the United States. He knew deep in his heart that helping his country to have a strong air force was his ultimate purpose and worth his sacrifices.

Many of his ideas were adopted later in World War II by the army air force. The B-25 Mitchell medium bomber was named to honor him.

Unfortunately, he never saw the establishment of the air force as a separate branch of our armed forces. That happened after World War II. He never saw the movie The Court-Martial of General Billy Mitchell, starring Gary Cooper and the many honors later bestowed upon him.

However, his vision and self-sacrifice for the love of his country and friends in the service will be long remembered.

General Mitchell was promoted to major general in 1948 and awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously. An international airport in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is named after him. Indeed, he was driven by a clear purpose. What he did in life will echo in eternity.

Quo Vadis, Domine?

In the first century AD, the apostle Peter worked in Rome successfully, making many converts. There, the tiny sect known as Christians flourished.

In the meantime, Rome’s emperor, Nero, burned the old Rome to make room for his newly designed city. Because of the public outcry, he blamed the act of burning Rome on the Christians. Nero arrested thousands of Christians and fed them to the lions.

The apostle Peter fled Rome, confused and fearful of persecution and martyrdom. At the outskirts of Rome, Peter fell to the ground and uttered the words, “Quo Vadis, Domine?” (Where are you going, Lord?)

Legend has it that the answer came quickly. “My people need you. If you do not go back, I will have to go to Rome and be crucified for a second time.”

At that point, Peter understood his purpose, rose, returned to Rome, and walked into history.

Note: there is a small church known as Chiesa Del Domine Quo Vadis located about eight hundred meters from St. Sebastian Gate (Porta San Sebastiano) where the Via Ardeatina branches off the Appian Way. It was built to commemorate this event.

You may say, “Bill Gates, General Mitchell, and St. Peter are outstanding people. They’re one in a million. What can I do to make a difference?” See what a six-year-old boy did.

Ryan’s well

Perhaps you have heard the true story of a six-year-old boy in Canada named Ryan Hreljac. Ryan came home from school having learned about the lack of clean drinking water in Africa. His little heart bursting, he told his parents that if he could get seventy dollars, he could buy a drill to make a well in Africa. His parents wanted him to learn about earning money and giving and encouraged him to be compassionate. They agreed to pay him two dollars every time he did extra chores. Ryan took to the task enthusiastically, determined to buy a drill in Africa.

Months went by, and Ryan continued washing windows and sweeping the garage. Finally he raised seventy-five dollars, mostly in coins, which he personally brought to Water Can, an organization working to bring clean water to Africa. The director was moved and told Ryan his money was enough to buy only a hand pump. To drill a well would take two thousand dollars.

Ryan was unfazed. “That’s okay. I’ll do more chores.” He went back to work.

The local newspaper heard about Ryan’s efforts and published a story about his work. By now, he was seven. Another newspaper and a TV station also ran the story.

Suddenly checks came in from sympathetic readers and viewers. Ryan kept working. Then the Canadian Development Agency decided to match Ryan’s contributions, two dollars to one dollar.

A well in Uganda was built next to a school because Ryan wanted the children to take water home every day. The well has an inscription at its base: “Ryan’s Well, Funded by Ryan Hreljac.”

Nine years later, Ryan has helped raise more than $1.5 million and built 255 wells in twelve countries, serving over 427,000 people.

If God gives you a purpose, take courage and act on it.

Start building your own river to eternity!

A Personal Blessing

When I was six years old, I contracted pneumonia. In the 1930s in rural China, pneumonia was like cancer. It was almost a death sentence. People told me my mother sat-up all night, holding me while I burned with fever and spat up blood.

I asked my mother, “Will tomorrow come?”

She was crying, feeling helpless and without much hope.

Fortunately, we could borrow a car, and we drove several hours to Guangzhou to a mission hospital. There, an American missionary doctor saved my life. (It was believed the doctor used an experimental form of penicillin.)

I was too young to remember his name, but I’ll always remember and be grateful to the doctor, who had come thousands of miles to give me and countless other children “a new tomorrow.”

I often wondered why a rich American doctor would give up his comfortable life and travel to a strange country to save strangers’ lives. What is his purpose? What is his payoff? Every time I tell this story, I realize now he’s being paid! I’m just one of the thousands of kids he saved. He is rich in more ways than money.

A Second Chance (A Personal Lesson)

While I taught at the University of California at Irvine (UCI) in the seventies, one of the courses I taught was “Engineering Mechanics”, the first core course in engineering.

I had more than three hundred and fifty students in the class. During the final examination, I found that a group of young Asian students (all from a small Asian country) were cheating. I didn’t know how they did it, but all their answers were identical and wrong. They even boxed the answers the same way.

I met with the group and offered them three alternatives:


	I could fail them, and the consequence would be that it would hold up their engineering education for a year. (This course was the prerequisite for all future engineering courses.)

	I could report it to the dean and higher university authorities, and they would investigate. It could result in some dismissals.

	I could give them an “Incomplete,” and they would have to take another examination after the school break. However, the passing grade would be raised to eighty-five instead of seventy.



They all took the third alternative and passed with flying colors. Many of the students received honors later at graduation.

Yes, I had the power to fail them with a simple stroke of my pen, but that was not my purpose. My purpose was to educate the young. There are many ways to teach them and develop a win–win solution. How this second chance affected each student’s future is in God’s hands.

Below are several famous Chinese stories that illustrate this point.

Confucius and Arithmetic

Many people from the West mistakenly considered Confucius, who lived 2,500 years ago, a Chinese religious leader. He was actually a philosopher, similar to Aristotle in the West. His philosophy emphasized personal and governmental morality, correctness of social relationships, justice, and sincerity. He had more than three thousand disciples; most became high government officials.

One of Confucius’s disciples was named Tze Lu, an impulsive character who wanted to be a soldier. He always wore a helmet and liked to pick fights. Confucius warned him many times to tone down his temper and impulsiveness.

One day after Tze Lu had learned the multiplication table, he was proud of his new knowledge. (Not many knew this “high math” 2,500 years ago.)

A heated argument went on in the silk market. A customer wanted to buy eight feet of silk at three yens each. The merchant wanted twenty-four yens. The customer counted with his fingers and insisted that he had cheated him; it should be twenty-three yens. Tze Lu nosed in and said that three times eight was twenty-four.

The argument became so intense, Tze Lu said, “I’ll bet my brand-new helmet that I’m right.”

The other party was equally upset and said, “I will bet my head that I’m right.” They went to Confucius for the final judgment.

After hearing their stories, Confucius smiled and said, “Tze Lu, give him your helmet.” Tze Lu was so upset about losing his helmet that he wanted to quit his schooling.

Afterward, Confucius called him in and told him: “Before you leave, I want you to know the difference between knowledge and wisdom. Three times eight is twenty-four. A helmet you can buy again, but no one can buy another head.”

The ultimate purpose of knowledge is to benefit the world.

Wisdom is to make sure that it does not cause harm.

Imagine what would have happened if Confucius had judged based only on knowledge. History would criticize him for taking a life for a one-yen mistake instead of being remembered and respected as the wise sage he was. Did Confucius twist the truth? Three times eight is still twenty four after 2500 years! However, he did save a life. Imagine his offspring’s in 2500 years; the author could well be one of them! (Tze Lu did not quit school and learned to become an outstanding official later.)

Note: This story was taught to princes and high officials in ancient China because they have the absolute power of life and death. They must understand the difference between knowledge and wisdom and between justice and mercy. Countless lives may have been saved in the last 2,500 years as a direct consequence of this teaching.

The Archery Contest

Background: S[image: images]n Zi ([image: images]) was one of the most famous generals in China. Born approximately 2,500 years ago, S[image: images]n Zi is still considered as a foremost military strategist of all time. His book, The Art of War, has been translated into many languages and was taught in most military academies throughout the world.

S[image: images]n Zi was famous for his unconventional thinking. This is a story about S[image: images]n Zi’s education and its impact on the future through common, everyday human actions.

**********

One day the teacher, Master [image: images], decided to test the skills of his students in archery. As they approached the field, one of the students, Peng, quickly spotted a pair of black-and-white birds flying and playing around their nest. Peng downed one bird in flight with a single arrow. Many students applauded, and Peng was obviously pleased with himself. The teacher said nothing and ordered the servants to pick up the dead bird.

Observing the obvious disapproval on the teacher’s face, S[image: images]n Zi decided he should choose his target more carefully. Soon his opportunity came. He saw a hawk, diving toward a helpless rabbit that was frozen in fear. S[image: images]n Zi shot the hawk in the midst of its dive. Again, all the students applauded loudly in approval. The teacher said nothing and ordered the servants to pick up the dead hawk.

Later in class, the teacher asked Peng why he had shot that bird.

“Well, it was a small, moving target and perfect for showing off my skill,” Peng said proudly.

“Peng, do you know that when you kill a bird, you’re not just killing a bird? You have wiped out all the future generations of that bird as well,” said the teacher. “S[image: images]n Zi, why did you kill the hawk?”

“To save the rabbit,” S[image: images]n Zi replied. “You taught us always to defend the weak, and the rabbit was helpless.”

“Yes, but you saw only half the picture. In nature, there is an orderly food chain. The hawk’s purpose in nature is to keep the rabbit population in check. Observe that even though the hawk has the ability to kill rabbits at will, it doesn’t do so. It kills only for food. Nature designed its food chain skillfully so everything is balanced, and nothing is wasted. Man is the only animal that kills for fun,” the teacher said. “S[image: images]n Zi, when you killed that hawk, you killed all the future generations of that hawk, too.”

“Does this mean that we should eat only rice and vegetables?” the students asked.

“Show me a grain of rice,” said the teacher. “Do you know that a grain of rice, if left alone and unchecked, has the ability to populate the whole world? Yes, it’s a living thing, also.”

“Oh, no,” the students said. “What else can we eat, if not meat and vegetables? Do we die?”

“No,” the teacher answered. “You can’t die because there are many things in your body dependent on you for living. If you die, you deprive them of living also.”

“This is a strange lesson. If we can’t eat and we can’t die, what can we do?” the students asked in confusion.

“Listen and learn this well. Nature provides us with food in abundance. Everything—animal or vegetation—has a purpose and a right to live. Being on the top of the food chain, people must respect all life. It’s perfectly all right to kill for food. However, killing for fun is wanton and wasteful and must be avoided,” the teacher told his students.

“Peng, you’re ordered to rise early each morning and dig for worms and feed them to the baby birds in the nest until they are fully grown. S[image: images]n Zi is lucky today because even though he did wrong, his heart was in the right place. Now, let me ask you a question,” the teacher said. “What is your purpose for coming here to learn martial arts, the use of weapons, and military strategy?”

“To kill and defeat our enemies,” Peng blurted out.

“To make and win wars,” said another.

“No! No! No!” the teacher said sternly. “The purpose for all of you being here is to learn to preserve peace. In war, no one wins!

In war, the economy is destroyed. Farms are wasted. Widows and orphans are made, and many often starve to death afterward. So your first duty is to make your country strong so people can live in peace. Make war only as a last resort. I want to make you generals, not killers.

I have one final surprise for you two,” the teacher continued, speaking to Peng and S[image: images]n Zi. “Peng will have the tiny bird, and S[image: images]n Zi will have the tough hawk for dinner. I’m sure the two of you will remember this lesson well.”

Comment: This story happened almost 2,500 years ago. Even at that time, the Chinese had a basic understanding of ecology. In fact, one of the warlords asked Confucius about the ways to prosperity. “If you do not cut down trees until they are fully grown and do not fish with closed nets, there will be plenty for all,” was his answer. Unfortunately, this teaching was not well accepted because of the large population and human greed.
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