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INTRODUCTION

This book was created for collectors of American WWII shoulder sleeve insignia. The information rep resents a thirty-year accumulation of facts extracted from countless books, research, experience, acquisitions, other experts, and hundreds of conversations with veterans. Inside you will find a wealth of information including:

Color photographs of hundreds of WWII shoulder sleeve insignia including common, scarce, and very rare designs. Unlike the vast majority of patch references, the patches pictured are authentic, period pieces. A few reproductions are used for comparison purposes and for reinforcing the methods of identifying reproductions.

Brief histories explaining the purpose and significant service locations of the units who wore these insignia during WWII.

Photographs and descriptions of the variations of each patch, which the collector may encounter. Like coins and stamps, variations or errors in design can have an incredible influence on the worth of a patch. Knowledge of these variations is absolutely essential and will pay enormous dividends.

Value assessments of the common, authorized designs as well as the values of the variations and unusual specimens.

Methods of determining authenticity which will assist in insuring that the collector acquires genuine specimens.

An explanation of definitions, abbreviations and terms used by collectors and dealers. Most books, catalogues, auction publications, and dealer lists include codes denoting type of manufacture, condition and other relevant information. A knowledge of these terms allows the collector to determine the period, authenticity, value, availability, and sometimes the origin of a particular piece.

Enlisted cloth rank insignia. Including the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Army Air Force and Coast Guard. This section also discusses service stripes and other designators.

A list of Divisional nicknames. Unofficial “tabs” were produced, which bear the nickname or motto of a particular division. They were made for wear above or below the division patch. Over the years, these tabs frequently become separated and are often found for sale with no identifying information. This section will assist the collector in associating separated tabs with their correct patch.

Methods of wear. In some cases patches were worn on areas of the uniform other than the shoulder. Recognizing an improperly affixed patch may tip the collector that a uniform was pieced together and is not a genuine ensemble. On the other hand, some strange patch configurations were little-known exceptions to the rule and are quite correct, and often, quite valuable. This book provides information on method of wear for period insignia.

Internet auction survival tips. There is no greater resource available to collectors than the internet. However, the risk to unwary collectors is proportionately extreme. This section will help to provide you with some fundamental tips on negotiating the internet auctions.

As a beginning collector, I was repeatedly duped by unscrupulous dealers who convinced me to sell or trade an unidentified item, only to find out later that the item was extremely rare and valuable. Over the years, I have overpaid for common items represented as scarce, or reproductions represented as authentic pieces. I have passed on items at yard sales, offered for a dollar, but negotiable, and discovered later the item was worth hundreds. I have paid hundreds and discovered the item was worth nothing. Collectors miss incredible opportunities every day. Just as frequently, collectors make dreadfully expensive mistakes. Through obsessive study and exhaustive research, I have managed to negotiate the learning curve and emerge with some degree of wisdom and expertise on this subject.

The endeavor here is to assist beginning and veteran enthusiasts in assembling collections of authentic, period insignia without the heartbreak, expense, and frustration suffered through lack of knowledge. It is to offer decades of education and experience to the reader in permanent, accessible, written form. And, most importantly, it is the self satisfaction of helping those that share my passion.

The value of any collectible item is subjective at best. Prices are affected by region, provenance, local collector competition, and individual desire to possess a particular piece. As a result of the internet, price lists that were accurate one year ago, are completely inaccurate today. The values listed in this book are based upon prolonged involvement with the subject, constant analysis of internet auctions, traditional auction house results, gun shows, military shows, flea markets and well established mail order lists and publications. These values represent competitive retail prices. With patience, patches can always be found at substantially lower prices. Although this book concentrates on WWII vintage patches, I have included examples of current and reproduction patches to help illustrate the disparity in value between vintage WWII, and reproduction/current items.

Most collecting guides provide one representative example of a particular patch, which does not reflect the value of common and rare variations. To a beginning collector a black and white photograph or drawing of an 8th Army Air Force patch appears the same whether it is of intricate bullion construction or factory embroidered. The value however, may vary by $50.00 or more. Patches are Like coins and stamps. A slight variation in color, detail, shape, or intentional or unintentional alteration can cause an enormous difference in worth. In this book, you will see clear and unmistakable examples of many variations and will understand how to associate a realistic value with a particular type or construction of insignia. Special attention has been paid to the photographs to insure that the collector understands and can identify, even the subtle differences in design. And also, to some extent, the area of manufacture to include insignia made in America, Australia, England, Italy, Germany, or China, Burma, and India.

Probably of greatest value to the collector, this book provides simple methods of determining the likely authenticity of period items with merely a glance. After reviewing this section even a beginning collector will know precisely what to look for that will identify a patch as being authentic or reproduction, old or new. After some review, the “repros” will be instantly obvious.

NOTE: Aside from fully embroidered types, most American shoulder sleeve insignia designs from WWII can be frequently found in several varieties including: felt on felt, embroidered on felt, bullion, and embroidered on twill. Additionally, almost every design can be found with or without an olive drab (green) border. Some of these variants are much scarcer than others. I wanted to establish this at the beginning of the book so that reader will consider it common knowledge that nearly every patch exists in at least those varieties. The disparity in values between these types will be better understood after viewing representative examples of each throughout the book. Aside from these five variation types, the author has illustrated or described many known variations as well as interesting characteristics associated with the patches illustrated. There are so many minor variations of each patch design that it would be impossible to list and illustrate them all. For instance, the Eighth Army Air Force and China Burma India patches both exist in thousands of variations if the smallest details are considered. For the purposes of this book, the author has defined “variation” as a significant deviation from the design generally accepted as the norm, or as officially approved by military authority. Major alterations in material, detail, shape, color, and size are considered significant.


PREFACE

Who knows why something strikes the fancy of a child. Whether it’s the colors or the feel. Perhaps it represents something associated with a warm memory. Or maybe it somehow triggers a magical connection to the romantic, imaginative world that only a child can breath life to. I think it was the latter for me. When I opened the cedar chest in my grandparent’s spare room, I was enveloped by the distinctive aroma of moth balls and cedar, which instantly extinguished any consciousness of the present. It was the aroma that I will ever-after associate with history.

Inside the chest was a collection of mysterious things; ominous things; in a little boy’s mind, maybe even frightening and dangerous things. I vividly remember debating on whether these were things to be touched, or just looked at. I remember thinking that perhaps by my viewing them, it was already too late for me. Steeling myself, in preparation for whatever the consequences might be, I reached into the chest and touched them.

First, a large, heavy metal buckle. It was gray and evenly covered with a dark patina. It just looked evil. There was a raised crown and mysterious writing “GOTT MIT UNS”. I had seen the bad guys wearing the same sort of thing every Saturday, on my favorite series Combat. I was taken by its weight and dark, sinister appearance. There was another heavy, oversized buckle with an elaborately stylized eagle on it. I clearly remember being sobered by the fact that these were real. Even a boy of eight, like me, knew that something dreadful had happened to the human beings that had worn these things before my Grandfather salvaged them as souvenirs.

I had now handled relics of war. I had touched things that were once owned by fallen soldiers. Not plastic men that could be righted again for the next battle, but real soldiers. I remember being happy that a little boy wasn’t pulling my Grandfather’s buckle out of a cedar chest in Germany. I remember feeling sad for the little boy in Germany that didn’t have a cedar chest to go through because he didn’t have a Grandfather.

The next items were a pair of shoulder boards. Thick, gray wool rectangles with a white piping all around the edges, and “412”, in twisted red chord, embroidered across each. Eventually I came to a green, prickly wool tunic. On one shoulder was a bright red felt half-circle with a silver bullion lightning bolt running diagonally from one side to the other. The patch of the 78th Infantry Division. Below this were the chevrons of a sergeant, with a small diamond underneath. Small discs of chocolate colored metal adorned each side of the rigid collar. One had crossed cannons in the middle, with “307” above and “C” below. The other disc had simply “US”. On the breast was a rainbow colored ribbon with four tiny metal stars. Beneath this was a book entitled “History of the 307th Artillery regiment, Company C, 1917-1918. Another book had the red half-circle and lightning bolt design on the cover, along with “History of the 78th Division, 1917-1918”. Piles of photographs, an age-yellowed map of some mysterious foreign place called the “Foret D’Argonne”, a stack of letters secured with a bowed ribbon, and many other things. I had smelled history for the first time. I had touched history for the first time. I was hooked on history, forever.

Armed with these items and a fascination for military history, I began collecting and learning about the subject as best I could with very limited resources. Five dollars would still buy a handful of patches at a gun show. Neighbors and friends of the family gladly handed over souvenirs they had brought home, when I went on door to door collecting expeditions.

As the years have gone by my collection has taken on a new meaning for me. I have interviewed countless veterans and read hundreds of books. As a police officer, I have experienced gunfights. I have lost a sister and many friends to line of duty accidents or violence. Each event, each loss, is cumulative. Each one adds its own emotional and physical burden. But in terms of volume, they pale in comparison to the experiences of thousands of men and women who served and suffered in combat. I now have the maturity to understand what these patches represent. What, in the beginning, had no meaning to me other than their historic and visual interest, now symbolize collections of emotions and experiences that defy articulation. War requires people, with no malice for anyone and living ordinary and organized lives, to exchange this normalcy for unimaginable chaos and suffering. Political, moral, intellectual, and religious opinions do not deflect bullets, do not silence the thunder of an artillery barrage, do not warm a frozen body, and do not quell the uncertainties of life and death. An individual’s sense of right and wrong, emotional and physical fortitude, and the unwavering allegiance to one’s buddies are the primary factors in a soldier’s ability to perform under sustained violence on the sea, in the air, or on the field. I cannot verbalize my admiration for those who have died, been wounded, or have otherwise been forever impacted by their military duties. Not because they wanted to be, but because they considered themselves to be an acceptable price to pay for their nation, their family, their friends, and their visions. I can think of no finer tribute to these people than to salvage and display the symbols of their sacrifice.

The collecting of military artifacts is nothing new. It has however, in the last several years exploded into one of the nation’s fastest growing hobbies. This has had a significant impact on the collecting market for a number of reasons. As the demand for military antiques has increased greatly, so has the number of pieces hoarded in private collections. With so many items out of circulation, prices have skyrocketed accordingly. Many items increasing in value by several hundred percent. Even the most common items are progressively becoming more difficult to find. Many patches considered to be fairly common twenty years ago are either impossible to locate, or are so expensive now, that the average collector simply cannot afford to buy them.

As of the writing of this book, some one thousand WWII veterans are passing away each day. As the Second World War fades further and further into history, what used to be a continuous flow of items found at moving sales, garage sales, and estate sales has slowed to little more than a trickle. As the supply has diminished, the demand has increased. Thus, enters the counterfeiter.

The military collectible market has been thoroughly flooded with reproductions of everything from the most common, to the rarest patches. Over the years, the quality of reproductions has improved as well. Any military show, gun show, or flea market will reveal an abundance of reproduced material manufactured for the purpose of deceiving the unsuspecting collector. Without close inspection and some knowledge, reproductions are often impossible to identify. When dealers are confronted with the questionable provenance of such pieces, the predictable response is denial or ignorance. Some will state indignantly “you don’t see original marked anywhere do you”? But, when a reproduction is priced comparably to a vintage piece, the price tag implies that is offered as an original.

Reputable dealers will clearly identify reproductions, (also referred to frequently as “collector copies), and will offer them for a couple dollars; their maximum worth. They are offered as representative fillers until an original can be found. Unfortunately however, too many military show, flea market, internet, and gun show dealers neglect to make the distinction to prospective buyers. Usually in fact, they are aggressively marketed as genuine.

So, is it impossible to find World War II insignia these days? Absolutely not. Is it impossible to tell the difference between genuine pieces and the fakes? Absolutely not. Do you need enormous sums of money to assemble a great collection of vintage insignia? No. You simply need to know where to look, how to tell the good from the bad, and what is a fair price to pay. With a trained eye and some perseverance, the collector will be amazed at how often a genuine treasure can be found at a nominal price. With an understanding of the material in this book, a little patience, and a few dollars, you will be on your way to a successful and gratifying collection.
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Items from the cedar chest. The precursors for a lifetime fascination.


This book is dedicated to:
Lisa G. Wampole
Who believed in me, despite me.
&
Regina Brown, Porter Richardson, and John Richardson.
You are my heroes.
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My sister, Lisa G. Wampole
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My Grandfather, Porter Richardson 307th Field Artillery, 78th Division, 1918.
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My mother Regina, US Coast Guard, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 1944.
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My Uncle, John Richardson, Army Service Forces / ETO Comm. Zone, 1944


ARMY GROUPS

The Army Groups were a result of the incredible scope of WWII and are unique to that conflict. Army Groups coordinated the strategic activities of multiple armies. Like army and corps staffs, these units assumed administrative responsibilities including logistics and planning, thus allowing subordinate staffs to concentrate on actual combat activities.
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1st Army Group

Left: Standard type - $12.00. Right: Rare variation with red “I” - $75.00. It is uncertain if the red variation was an error or if it was deliberately produced. It has been theorized that this patch was unofficially worn by 1st Army Group artillery components. Service: Among other things, the First Army Group was responsible for planning the invasion of Europe (D-Day). In 1944, it was redesignated as the Twelfth Army Group. Some activities were continued in England using the First Army Group title. These activities were part of Operation Fortitude and were intended to give the Germans the impression that an entire army group was staging in England and poised for attack. The objective was to convince the Germans that Normandy was merely a diversion and that the actual invasions would occur in Norway, and the Pas-de-Calais area.
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First Army Group, red variation in reverse with original vendor tag still affixed
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6th Army Group variations

Standard types with factory variations in the design - $8.00 each. Left: Note that there are interruptions in the thatch design and the overall patch has a coarser weave. Right: This patch has solid a white thatch design with no interruptions. Service: This group was assembled initially to orchestrate the invasion of Southern France. It played a major role in the Battle of the Bulge, fought its way to the allied forces in Italy, and later entered Austria.
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12th Army Group

Standard type - $8.00. This patch can be found with a dark army green border. The army green leads some collectors to believe that the patch is post-1957, when army green was adopted. But the 12th is one of the rare examples of army green border being applied to a WWII patch. Service: Formed in July 1944, to coordinate the efforts of several American armies. It participated in combat on the Brittany Peninsula, Siegfried Line, and the Ruhr. Some portions of the group entered Austria. It was the largest command in American military history.
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15th Army Group variations

Standard types - $12.00. Left: Embroidered on a khaki base fabric. Right: Embroidered on an olive drab base fabric. Khaki and olive drab are the most common base fabric colors used in WWII patch construction. Machines would simply sew rows of patch designs onto strips of fabric. Only a couple of inches separated one patch from the next. The fabric strips would then be cut into individual squares, with one patch in the middle of each square. To finish the patches, the excess fabric was trimmed from around the patch. The only trace left of the base fabric is visible by looking at the extreme edge of the patch. This manufacturing style resulted in the term “cut-edge” patch, which is indicative of 1940s-1950s manufacture. Service: This group was organized as a joint British/American command. Organized in North Africa, it conducted the invasion of Sicily and Italy. The group was inactivated after Italy capitulated.

[image: image]

[image: image]

The factory manufacturing process for fully embroidered WWII patches resulted in the “cut-edge” appearance. The edges are normally khaki or olive drab, but may be other colors as well.
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Patch Manufacturing Process

Step 1: Row of patch designs sewn onto base fabric. (Base fabric in this example is olive drab, but may be khaki or other colors).
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Step 2: The strip of fabric is then cut into individual squares, with one patch per square.
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Step 3: Excess base fabric is then cut from around edge of patch.
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Step 4: Finished patch with just a trace of the base fabric remaining at extreme edges.
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ARMIES

There was no uniformly prescribed composition for the armies during WWII. They varied greatly and remained in a constant state of flux. Armies were assembled based on the strategic and tactical requirements of the moment. Their purpose was to direct and orchestrate the operations of multiple corps and their respective conglomerations of assigned units. These organizations had some organic components, but specialized groups would be attached and detached as the situation dictated.

THEATER OF OPERATION:

European Theater of Operations (ETO) for the purposes of this book, the ETO includes Africa and the Mediterranean. 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th and 15th Armies.

Pacific Theater of Operations, 6th, 8th and 10th Armies.

American Theater of Operations, 2nd and 4th Armies.

Fourteenth Army (Phantom), Operation Fortitude. This army actually existed only in the form of wireless traffic, documents, conversations, some patches, and an elaborate facade of pretend war material. This was part of the pre-D-Day deception program. It was designed to deceive German forces as to actual allied strength and the actual invasion location. Fourteenth Army patches were manufactured during WWII, although the army was nothing more than smoke and mirrors.

The First Army design is interesting because it was originally done in subdued colors (WWI and WWII), was later changed to full color (1950s-1960s), and has since returned to subdued on the battle dress uniform. The First Army patches with color inserts shown in the following photo are a continuation of a characteristic of many earlier designs. During WWI, it was common practice to identify specific components within an army or division by inserting branch of service colors or a symbol somewhere on the patch. Although discouraged by regulations later, these variations were still manufactured and worn.

All army patch designs, except the Seventh Army, incorporate the colors red and white. These are the flag colors that distinguish a field army. The Seventh Army colors (blue, red and yellow) denote the three major branches, infantry, artillery and cavalry. Excluding variations, there are 14 WW II Army patch designs.
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1st Allied Airborne Army variations

Left: Standard English-made, machine embroidered on felt - $45.00+. Right: English-made, hand embroidered on felt type - $175.00. The hand-embroidered variation is quite rare. Note the omission of the word “ALLIED” and that the black section is a separate piece, which extends full width across the patch. This patch has an interesting provenance. The source, an American infantryman, found this patch in the pocket of a German soldier who, presumably, liberated it from an American prisoner or casualty. For a standard embroidered type - $20.00. Service: France, Holland, Germany and occupation duty. This was a combined allied army consisting of British and American airborne forces.
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The German soldier pictured above was killed in action in Thionville, France. It was during the search of a casualty like this one, that the pictured Allied Airborne patch was discovered.
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First Army later designs for comparison

Left: The full color cut-edge type is often times represented as WWII vintage, but the full color design was not adopted until after the war - $3.00. Right: A current issue First Army patch. This is obvious because of the dark, army green border which was not introduced until 1957, and the merrowed edge which was not widely introduced until 1968 - $3.00.
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First Army variations with color inserts.

Top row - left to right: Standard 1st Army early design, Headquarters Personnel, Ordinance, and Artillery. Middle row - left to right: Infantry, Infantry (darker blue variation), Signal Corps, Engineers. Bottom row - left to right: Military Police, Cavalry, Quartermaster, Medical. The First Army color variations manufactured during WWII are somewhat scarce. They make a very attractive display and provide a sense of completeness to a cloth insignia collection. The collector should be cautioned that many reproduction designs are well made and come complete with vertical weave patterns and cotton threads. Collectors can expect to pay at least $35.00 for original color insert types. Rarer examples such as aviation, armor and finance will be substantially higher. Another variation features a gold “A”. I am uncertain what the gold variation represents. For a standard fully embroidered First Army patch black and green - $3.00. Service: France, Belgium, Germany, (H.Q. staff spent time in the Philippines as well).

Variations of the First Army patch with the color insert include, but are not limited to: Armored Force, green and white __/ Chemical Warfare, cobalt blue and golden yellow __/ Finance, silver gray and golden yellow __/ Medical, maroon and white __/ Military Police, yellow and green __/ __/ Quartermaster Corps, buff __/ Signal Corps, orange and white __/ Tank Destroyer Forces, orange and black __/ Ordinance, crimson and yellow __/ Detached Enlisted Men, grass green __/ Aviation, blue and orange __/ Aviation variation orange and blue __/ Engineers, red and white __/ West Point, white and yellow __/

* Note: In these descriptions the primary insert color is listed first and the trim color second. .
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Second Army variations

Top row- Left: On khaki twill, with accompanying Ranger tab*. This tab is an unofficial type that is occasionally seen in use from 1942-1945. This khaki twill variant is harder to find - $10.00. Middle: Standard type with an unusually loose pattern to the weave - $4.00. Right: German-made, embroidered on a very coarse material. Note the square shape without angled corners. This shape is scarcer than the normal, angled corner type - $8.00. Bottom row – Left: Standard type - $3.00. Right: Standard current issue type. Note the dark army green background which means post-1957, and the merrowed edge which means post-1968 - $1.00. For an original RANGER tab like the one shown above - $40.00. Service: Primarily tasked with training duties in the United States. Several WWII patches can be found on khaki material and were intended for wear on the summer khaki uniform.

* There is some confusion as to the origin and use of this Ranger tab. Much like today, there are soldiers assigned to Ranger units, and there are soldiers who are Ranger qualified, but are assigned to regular units. During WWII, the Ranger Battalions wore the Ranger diamond patch or the black scrolls. However many soldiers in regular units received certificates of proficiency after graduating from a Ranger course. These soldiers were sometimes allowed to wear the red and white Ranger tab in addition to their regular unit patch. The Ranger course topics included, but were not limited to: hand to hand combat, camouflage, a “blitz” course, booby traps and demolition, sniper techniques, infiltration, ambushes, improvised bridge building and toggle rope techniques. Many units, like the 104th Infantry Division, awarded attractive certificates to members completing the Ranger course.
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Third Army patch variations

Left: An early, high quality example with a vertically ribbed appearance to the weave and an olive drab border - $8.00. Right: Standard embroidered type - $2.00. This patch can be found with some variation in the “A”. I have seen one example that is fully embroidered in subdued colors with a distinctive insignia featuring a dragon embroidered between the legs of the “A”. This patch appeared to be 1920s-1930s period and is a very unusual variation - $125.00. Service: France, Brittany, Belgium, Germany and Czechoslovakia.
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Fourth Army embroidered variations

Four examples of Fourth Army embroidered variations. Note the different patterns in weave, and the differences in the stem thickness on the clover. Top left: This example has an olive drab border - $12.00. For any other embroidered type, despite minor variations - $4.00. Service: Primarily tasked with training duties in the United States.
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Fifth Army variations.

Three variations and construction styles of the 2nd design, Fifth Army patch. Top left: Theater made (Italian) example of woven, stiff material. This style is often described as “bevo”, but this is not a bevo patch - $12.00. Comparatively few American patches were produced in a true bevo during WWII. Most were produced during the occupation period. A huge percentage of WWII German insignia were executed in a bevo weave. (See “Bevo” in the “Terms and Abbreviations” section for more information). Top right: Standard type - $3.00. Bottom: Silver bullion on felt, theater-made example. Many Fifth Army bullion types were made for members of the 509th Parachute Infantry, who were briefly attached to Fifth Army headquarters. There is a tab associated with the 509th that was worn over the Fifth Army patch, which is blue (sometimes with red trim) and “PARACHUTE” in white letters. These tabs are extremely rare. For a bullion Fifth Army patch - $50.00. For the 509th “PARACHUTE” tab - $400.00 +. It is apparent that the bullion example has been removed from a uniform. Signs of use such as the waves created by thread binding into the felt add some corroboration to authenticity. Although this particular characteristic can be faked, it is one indicator, which, when combined with other characteristics, can help you determine authenticity with some degree of confidence. Let’s use this particular patch as an example. A collector examining this piece should note: 1) Quality bullion thread. 2) Dark, even patina on the bullion. 3) Aged appearance of the felt. 4) Signs of removal from a uniform. 5) A construction type consistent with the area where the unit served. 6) The hand-made and imperfect appearance of the reverse side. When considered collectively, there is no doubt that this is an original piece.
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Fifth Army variations in reverse

This shows how a theater-made patch will typically appear on the reverse side. Sometimes the reverse is covered with fabric of some sort. Service: Morocco, Italy.

[image: image]

Fifth Army, 1st style

Embroidered on white felt octagon. This is a poor quality reproduction. The felt is brand new and stiff. The edges are clean and crisp. There are no signs of age or soiling. But the easiest method of identifying this as a fake is the ultraviolet (UV) light test. The patch reacts brilliantly under UV light. This patch was purchased on the Internet. The winning bid was $16.00 plus shipping and insurance (another $3.50). The patch was represented as 100% original, but there was no photograph available from the vendor. My recommendation, based on personal experience with the internet is, if you can’t see it, both front and back, don’t pursue it. For an original - $15.00.
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Fully embroidered Fifth Army, 1st style

Fully embroidered type - $45.00.
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Sixth Army embroidered variations

Top left: Khaki standard type - $5.00. Top right: Coarse weave, fully embroidered type, in a medium green. Most likely German-made and dating from the Occupation period - $5.00. Bottom: 1957 or later example. Note how the background color has changed to army green to match the new army green uniform. This is a transitional piece. The color has been changed, but it retains the cut-edge rather than a merrowed edge - $2.00. This second style Sixth Army patch replaced the first style design in 1945. Service: New Britain, Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, Philippines. The Sixth also performed occupation duty in Japan.
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Sixth Army, 1st style

Fully embroidered example of the 1st style patch, worn from 1927-1945 - $12.00. Pre-WWII versions were embroidered of felt.
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Seventh Army, German-made variations

Top: German, machine embroidered type. The texture is very different than U.S. machine-made patches. The tab is also German-made. Bottom: Is a German bevo-like example - $7.00. Service: Italy, Southern France, and Germany.
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Seventh army, German-made variations in reverse

Note the distinctive thread patterns on the back of the top patch and tab. The bottom patch has a black fabric backing applied. Applied backing is common. The variations in backing material and color are endless.
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Bullion Seventh Army patch and tab

A German bullion example in gold metal threads on felt. The accompanying tab is another commonly encountered accessory for the 7th Army patch: “SEVEN STEPS TO HELL”. For this patch and tab $45.00.
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German-made (occupation period) Seventh Army Tank Training Center patch
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Showing the reverse side of the Seventh Army TTC patch.

A German machine-embroidered patch produced during the period of occupation. The patch and tab are one piece (integral). An original TTC patch is very difficult to find - $165.00.
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Eighth Army patches

Left: WWII standard type. Note the khaki base material visible around the edge - $2.00. Right: Current type. The merrowed edge is immediately obvious with its high border and the chain stitch running around the inside edge of the border. At the bottom left corner you can see the frayed remnants where the pigtail was cut off - $1.00. Service: New Guinea, New Britain, Philippines, numerous island engagements, Okinawa and occupation duty in Japan. After its Pacific service during WWII, the Eighth Army began its extended association with Korea. Consequently, myriad Eighth Army patches are found in foreign-made configurations including machine and hand-embroidered designs. Many are adorned with bullion, sequins and tinsels. Various tabs, both attached and separate, also exist. A few originated from the Philippines and other Pacific locations during WWII, but the vast majority are from the Korean War or later. Often times these later variations will be offered as WWII vintage. This information is offered for purely technical purposes. Despite being a few years younger than WWII patches, the Korean variations command prices similar to their WWII counterparts. They are equally attractive, the craftsmanship is excellent, and collectors find them just as desirable.

[image: image]

Ninth Army

Standard type - $5.00. Service: France, Belgium, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Germany, and occupation duty in Germany.

[image: image]

Tenth Army

Collectors have boundless latitude in defining what constitutes a “variation” for the purposes of their respective collections. Can you detect the difference in these two U.S. embroidered types? Left: Has the white triangles applied over the red.
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