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			To my twin brother, 
Colonel David Haulman, 
a retired Air Force pilot
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			I. The Background of the Mission

			Of all the enemies of the United States during World War II, one of the most hated was Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, commander of the Combined Japanese Imperial Fleet. He had planned the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor that had killed more than 2,400 Americans on December 7, 1941. He had also planned the attack on Midway in mid-1942, which, although a decisive American victory, resulted in many American casualties. One of the primary reasons why the United States won the Battle of Midway was because American intelligence had broken the Japanese code. If American planners had not discovered the Japanese plans in advance, Yamamoto might have succeeded in the eventual conquest of the Hawaiian Islands. 

			The same kind of American intelligence revealed that in April 1943 Yamamoto was scheduled to make an inspection flight from Rabaul to Ballale, near Bougainville, in the northern Solomon Islands. He had never before come so close to American lines. The message contained details about exactly where he would be and when. US Marine Corps Major Alva Bryan “Red” Lasswell, an intelligence analyst at Pearl Harbor’s Fleet Radio Unit, Pacific, among others, received and decoded the key message. The information revealed that Admiral Yamamoto would be flying aboard a Mitsubishi G4M medium twin-engine bomber the Allies called a “Betty,” and it would be escorted by six Zero fighters. The Betty bomber had a reputation for long-range flight because of its large fuel capacity, but for that same reason it was especially vulnerable to enemy aircraft fire. Yamamoto also had a reputation for punctuality—if he planned to be at a certain place at a certain time, he would be there. 

			When Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, learned of this intelligence, he notified authorities in Washington, who endorsed a bold mission to assassinate the Japanese admiral. Nimitz contacted Admiral William F. Halsey, commander in the South Pacific, who assigned the project to Rear Admiral Marc A. Mitscher, commander of joint air operations in the Solomons. The assignment was appropriate. Mitscher had been commander of the U.S.S. Hornet, the aircraft carrier from which Jimmy Doolittle had launched the first raid on Japan on April 18, 1942, exactly a year before the anticipated Yamamoto flight.
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