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  Introduction


  


  Germany is a large country of wide contrasts. From the beaches of te North and Baltic Seas to the Bavarian Alpine peaks and from the forest-covered hills of the Black Forest to the nightspots of Berlin, it has much of interest to the international traveler.


  



  


  For centuries, culture has played an important role in German society. Large cities have opera houses and symphony orchestras while even small villages have musical and other cultural societies. Germany is the land of Bach, Beethoven, Goethe, Schiller, and other artists that influenced Western culture. Culture is easy to enjoy in Germany with frequent performances at relatively low prices.


  



  


  Germany is also a country with amazing architectural treasures. It has some minor Roman and Carolingian monuments, but it is with the Romanesque and Gothic that German building craft really came to the fore. The influence of the Renaissance was limited but Baroque and Rococo are well represented. More modern styles including Art Nouveau, Bauhaus, Modern, and Post-Modern can also be found especially in German cities. Air raids in World War II ruined most German cities – many rebuilt the damaged buildings while others elected to rebuild in modern style. Half-timbered houses (Fachwerk) make some of the most favored and romantic townscapes and are often seen as typical German and typical medieval.
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  Fachwerk


  



  



  


  


  


  The long tradition of dividing inheritances gave Germany literally hundreds of small states and principalities, each with its own palaces and residences. More than 20,000 castles and castle ruins are scattered throughout the country. Often the largest palaces and churches are found in what are now small and insignificant towns.


  



  


  Germany is more than arts and culture. It is also a paradise for outdoor enthusiast. Hiking is the most popular activity in Germany with thousands of marked trails. Cycling is also popular with many dedicated cycling routes. Canoeing and kayaking are possible on many rivers and lakes. Skiing and other winter sports are possible in the Bavarian Alps and many parts of the Mittelgebirge. Germany also has amazing natural beauty with mountains such as the Bavarian Alps and forested hills such as the Black Forest popular recreational areas.


  



  


  The book starts with Berlin, Germany’s capital, largest city, and most interesting destination. It has more than 170 museums, three opera houses, an enormous cultural variety, and gripping modern history. An interesting daytrip is to royal residences in nearby Potsdam.


  



  


  Saxony (Sachsen) is one of the most densely populated states in Germany, but has natural beauty especially in the Saxon Switzerland area south of Dresden. Its two major cities, Dresden and Leipzig, are tourist magnets. Dresden is restoring its pre-1945 Baroque appearance and in addition to the marvelous architecture, Dresden has some excellent museums and art collections. The immediate appeal of Leipzig is less obvious but it is a great city to visit – it gives the impression of a lived-in city rather than an artificial tourist attraction. For those interested in the Reformation, Lutherstadt-Wittenberg is an interesting stop between Leipzig and Berlin.


  



  


  Thuringia (Thüringen) is closely associated with German literature through the Weimar classical movement led by Goethe and Schiller. In addition to Weimar, Erfurt has a wonderfully preserved medieval town center and Eisenach has the Wartburg, the most German of castles.


  



  


  Northern Germany is popular with domestic tourists, but the appeal for foreign visitors is more limited. Hamburg is Germany’s second-largest city and premier port. It is a spread-out city with mostly modern, low-rise buildings and much water and greenery. The lovely medieval town center of Lübeck with several brick Gothic buildings makes for a particularly rewarding daytrip.


  



  


  Similarly, Central Germany has less obvious attractions. Frankfurt is a modern city with continental Europe’s busiest airport and tallest buildings.


  



  


  The Rhine valley is one of Germany’s prime tourist attractions. The most interesting part of the valley is between Speyer, with the largest Romanesque cathedral in Germany, and Cologne (Köln), with the largest Gothic cathedral in the world. In between is the Rhine of legend with a castle or castle ruins every mile. The equally beautiful Mosel River is a meandering stream in a steep, narrow valley. Trier has the largest collection of Roman monuments in Germany.


  



  


  Baden-Württemberg is a favored holiday destination. Heidelberg with its majestic castle ruin is a must-see for most foreign visitors to Germany. The Black Forest is the largest forested area in Germany and has many picture-perfect towns and valleys. It is hugely popular with hikers and cyclists. Baden-Baden is the most elegant town in Germany.


  



  


  Bavaria (Bayern) is the most popular holiday destination for domestic and foreign travelers alike. Apart from Berlin, Munich (München) is the most interesting German city. It has a vast range of cultural offerings including excellent art museums and spectacular, mostly Baroque, royal palaces. It is also the natural home of beer with many historic beer halls, many beer gardens, and of course Oktoberfest. In the north of the state is Franken with important historic cities such as Würzburg, Bamberg, and Nürnberg. Regensburg and Passau on the banks of the Danube have interesting historic centers that escaped damage during World War II. The Romantic Road is a popular holiday route that passes romantic sites including Rothenburg ob der Tauber, the most romantic of all Germany’s medieval-look towns. The Bavarian Alps have the most spectacular scenery in Germany. Its natural beauty is enhanced by castles, churches, monasteries, and historic towns.
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  History


  


  
    Key Events


    


    

  


  German history is complex and somewhat confusing. The following will help keep important events in context.


  



  


  100 BC-AD 400: Romans occupy parts of Germany, mostly west of the Rhine and south of the Danube.


  


  800: Charlemagne is crowned Roman Emperor.


  


  9th to 12th centuries: Romanesque (Romanik) architecture.


  


  962: Otto II is crowned German Roman Emperor. What later became known as the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation lasted until 1806.


  


  13th to 16th centuries: Gothic (Gotik) architecture. The oldest surviving half-timbered (Fachwerk) houses are from this period, although many of these “medieval” buildings actually date from the 16th to 18th centuries.


  


  1517: Martin Luther’s 95 Theses initiates the Lutheran Reformation.


  


  1520-1620: Renaissance architecture.


  


  1618-48: Thirty Years’ War devastates and depopulates large areas of Germany. Peace of Westphalia (1648) left Germany with around 350 independent political entities.


  


  17th and 18th centuries: Baroque (Barok) and Rococo (Rokoko) architecture.


  


  1688-97: Palatine War of Succession sees French troops destroy most towns and castles in the Rhineland and Palatinate.


  


  1756-63: Seven Years’ War confirms the rise of Prussia as the fifth European power.


  


  1792-1815: Napoleon redraws the European and German political map. The Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation comes to a formal end in 1806. Germany is reduced to about 40 political states.


  


  19th century: Romanticism (Romantik) and Historicist architecture. After 1871, “Founding time” (Gründerzeit/Wilhelmine) architecture followed by Art Nouveau (Jugendstil).


  


  1870-71: Franco-Prussian war ends with the foundation of the (Second) German Empire dominated by Prussia.


  


  1914-18: First World War ends with Germany defeated and the end of the monarchy.


  


  1919-1933: The ill-fated Weimar Republic fails to cope with economic and political upheaval.


  


  1933-1945: The Nazi era (the Third Reich) ends in the carnage of World War II. Germany is totally defeated, occupied, partitioned, and reduced in size.


  


  1949-1989: Germany divided into a democratic West Germany and a communist East Germany.


  


  1989: A peaceful revolution (Die Wende) ends the East German regime.


  


  1990: Germany re-unites and Berlin resumes as capital.


  



  


  
    History Time Line


    



    

  


  Early History


  


  500,000 BC: Homo Heidelbergiens showed evidence of human-like life in Germany around 500,000 years ago.


  


  200,000-40,000 BC: Neanderthals lived near Düsseldorf.


  


  10,000 BC: Homo Sapiens arrived in Germany.


  


  800 BC: Celtic tribes moved into southern Germany.


  


  100 BC-AD 400: Romans occupy parts of Germany, mostly west of the Rhine and south of the Danube.


  


  AD 9: Germanic tribes defeated three divisions of the Roman Army.


  


  800: Charlemagne (Karl der Große, 768-814) crowned Roman Emperor by the pope. His empire included most of present day France, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, the Netherlands, and northern Italy.


  


  911: The East Franks elected Konrad I (911-918) as king to firmly set Germany on a separate development course from France.


  



  


  The Holy Roman Empire


  


  918-1024: Ottonian (Saxon) dynasty.


  


  962: Otto II crowned German Roman Emperor.


  


  1024-1125: Salian (Frankish) dynasty.


  


  1138-1254: Hohenstaufen dynasty. Friedrich I Barbarossa (1152-1190) introduced the title Holy Roman Emperor (“of the German Nation” was added later).


  


  1356: The Golden Bull specified the electors of the German king as the archbishops of Trier, Mainz, and Cologne, as well as the rulers of Bohemia, Brandenburg, Saxony, and the Palatinate.


  


  1438-1806: Austrian Habsburg dynasty.


  


  1517: Martin Luther questioned the practices of the Roman Catholic Church and started the Protestant Reformation.


  


  1555: Peace of Augsburg established Lutheran Protestantism as an equal to Roman Catholicism.


  


  1618-1648: Thirty Years’ War – the most devastating war in German history.


  


  1648: The Peace of Westphalia reduced Germany to 350 states.


  


  1688-97: War of the Palatinate Succession. French troops destroyed most Rhine castles and towns.


  


  1740-86: Friedrich II der Große (Frederick the Great) established Prussia as the fifth European power.


  


  1756-63: Seven Years’ War.


  


  1801: Peace of Lunéville – Germany temporarily lost all territories west of the Rhine to France.


  


  1806: Emperor Joseph disbanded the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation, in part to prevent Napoleon from claiming the title.


  



  


  The Unification of Germany


  


  1815: Congress of Vienna. Prussia and Bavaria vastly expanded. Germany reduced to about 40 states.


  


  1848: Attempts to form a democratic confederacy of German states failed.


  


  1866: Prussia defeated Austria in a brief war to become the undisputed preeminent power in Germany.


  


  1870-71: Franco-Prussian War.
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