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Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy
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NAME: 

Activity Six
Chapter Covers

The cover of the book gives the reader an insight into what the book is going to be like. 
It transmits basic information such as the title and author, but also conveys a sense of tone. 
For example, the cover of Angela’s Ashes tells us the story will be about a boy who 
is obviously impoverished. 

Choose one of the sections in the book and design a cover for that section. Write a 
paragraph summarizing that section of the novel and describe any of the major themes 
that are focused upon. For example: hunger, religion, family relationships. When you have 
finished, all of the pieces will be brought together to create a visual and literal storyboard 
of the whole novel.

...................Student Worksheet

© Angela’s Ashes CC2002
5A

NAME: 

Activity Five
Historical Friction Between England and Ireland

In the novel we hear about 800 years of English dominancy over the Irish. There is much 
prejudice and discrimination against the English. Paddy Clohessy says “the English wouldn’t 
give you the steam off their piss” and his father curses them even from his deathbed. 
Ireland is comprised of the Republic of Ireland (Eire), which occupies almost 85% of the 
total landmass and Northern Ireland, which is part of the United Kingdom. The partition of 
the island dates from 1920-22, before which the whole island was under British rule.

When the four religious areas of Ireland were created in 
1152, both Gaelic and Danish elements helped form a 
united Church. This act and other reforms angered the 
English Pope, Adrian IV. In 1168 the English invaded the 
island and began forcing reforms upon the Irish, many 
of which dealt with the granting of land. These acts 
completely changed the political and social structure 
of Ireland.

Henry VIII tried to separate Ireland from the papacy, 
just like he had in England when he created the 
Church of England in order to divorce. Great resistance 
met this and Catholicism became part of the Irish 
identity, along with a hatred of the English. Henry 
VIII’s daughter, Queen Elizabeth, then put down an 
attempted overthrow of the English by the Irish. She 
used this incident to impose even greater restraint 
upon Ireland, bringing many English people over to 
Ireland to make them landowners. This was followed by 
several hundreds of years of anti-Irish discrimination. The 
Catholic schools were closed and Catholics were not 
allowed to own land or have government jobs.

After the famine, Catholic Ireland slowly increased in prosperity, but there became a 
growing awareness of the greater prosperity enjoyed by the industrialized Northern Ireland 
and British people. The people in the North tended to be Protestants and richer than those 
in the South. The Catholics of the South eventually fought for and won the right to self 
govern, while Northern Ireland remained part of the United Kingdom.

All did not appreciate this division; the 20th Century was dominated by conflict between 
those who wanted a united Ireland and those who did not. 

Research the role of the IRA on the British and Irish political scenery in the 20th Century. 
Write three separate paragraphs, each one explaining a different viewpoint. One from the 
vantage of a Southern Irish Catholic who is in the IRA; one from the viewpoint of a Northern 
Irish separatist, and one from the viewpoint of a Londoner who survives a bombing.

Henry VIII, King of England 1509–1547

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Four
The Great Potato Famine

Frank McCourt experiences great hardship and hunger in his years growing up in Ireland. In 
the novel, he salivates as one of his teachers peels an apple, and he robs a man of his fish 
and chips. At one point, he goes and steals food because his mother is too ill to look after 
them. Frank is far from alone in his hunger; many of the boys at school experience similar 
living conditions, some far worse than him.

Throughout the course of the novel, the famine is mentioned. The fear of that time 
returning is part of the Irish psyche. In the novel, a nurse talks about “children suffering 
and dying here while the English feasted on roast beef and guzzled the best of wine in their 
big houses.” She also talks about children “with their mouths all green from trying to eat 
grass.” The Great Potato Famine occurred in 1845 and did not end until 1851. Ireland was 
an agricultural nation and the native people of Ireland were mostly farmers. It was a very 
poor nation; the only people who had any wealth were the land owners. Most of the land 
owners were English Protestants or Anglo-Irish Protestants. The Irish Catholic tenants had no 
rights and the English landowners were known to evict the Irish peasants off the farms they 
had lived on for generations.

The Irish were very poor and survived largely on a diet of potatoes. The farms did raise 
chickens and beef and other livestock, but most ordinary working Irishmen could not 
afford such luxuries. The diet was poor and as a result, life expectancy was extremely low. 
Ireland had a life expectancy of only 40 in the 1800s, which was largely due to the poor 
living conditions. The farms they lived on had been divided and then divided again, so the 
only crop they could realistically grow on such a small space was the potato. The potato 
was literally a cash crop for the Irish. They would eat it, drink it in the form of whiskey, feed 
it to their animals and even pay their rent with it. The famine was caused by a fungus 
known as the blight. The fungus spread quickly and before the end of 1845, most of Ireland 
was infected. The English refused to get involved in Irish concerns, believing that self 
government was more appropriate than interfering with Irish problems. This is one of the 
main reasons that the English have been hated by the Irish for such a long time. The famine 
caused over 1 million deaths and led to at least a million others fleeing the country. Many 
moved to Liverpool and from there sought passage to the United States and Canada.

Research the famine in Ireland and write a one page story, which would reveal the 
manner in which the Irish peasants lived at the time.

...................Student Worksheet
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Write a Review
Movies and books about certain cultures are popular as they invoke the feeling of 
the place in question. They can also lead to us having a greater appreciation and 
understanding of that culture.

Your task is to write a one-paragraph review of one of the following Irish movies. You must 
describe the movie or book but do not give away too much information. Often when 
reviewers write about a movie or book, they will give it a mark out of ten or fi ve using 
pictorial cues to show their opinion. Siskel and Ebert were well known for their two thumbs 
up or down and other writers use a star system to evaluate a movie or book.

Waking Ned Devine

In the Name of the Father

The Crying Game

The Snapper

Intermission

The Field

My Left Foot

The Quiet Man

The Commitments

Activity Three
...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Two
Catholic and Protestants

There is clearly a North/South divide, which exists in the book. Angela is berated by her 
family for marrying a man from the North, and there are numerous references to this 
throughout the novel. 

When Frank dances with one shoe, Angela says he has the odd way about him like his 
father from the North and Mr. Clohessey replies “that would account for it. They’d think 
nothing of dancing with one shoe in the North.” Malachy is prejudiced against because 
of his Northern accent and is unable to find work, yet he refuses to speak with a Limerick 
accent in order to feed his family. 

In Chapter 7, Frank says he feels sorry for the Protestant girls because they’re ‘doomed’. 
The priests tell Frank that “outside the Catholic Church there is nothing but doom.” 

Frank attends a Catholic school where the masters constantly refer to religion. One 
teacher supports Frank and Malachy saying “you didn’t see Jesus on the cross sporting 
shoes.” They must also study the catechism at school, which has everything they need to 
know in order to pass their confirmation. The teacher — Mr. Benson — is always threatening 
them with the cane and eternal damnation if they don’t learn all they must about 
Catholicism. We also learn of the “soupers,” who changed their religion to get fed in 
the famine. These people who gave up Catholicism for a bowl of soup have a specific 
place reserved in hell.

Malachy wants Frank to be an altar boy but despite learning the Latin mass by heart, 
he is given no chance. We are unsure if this is because Malachy is from the North or if it 
is based upon class. 

Clearly there are a number of divisive factors in Irish society. Religion, the North/South 
divide and class are three examples. 

Using evidence from the text and your own ideas, write about whether you feel Protestants 
and Catholics should have been made to go to school together.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity One
Character Study 

Choose a character from the book and write a paragraph about the greatest conflict 
this character faces. Describe the conflict and discuss the eventual outcome. Then, write 
another paragraph describing how your character changes over the course of the novel.

In your descriptions, make sure to answer the following questions about the character 
you chose:

• Name

• Age (span)

• Weight

• Hair

• Eye color

• Voice

• Smell

• Distinctive physical characteristics

• Appearance

• Health

• Occupation

• Nationality

• Style of dress

• Education

• Values

• Views on money

• Views on work

• Views on education

• Views on drinking

• Views on parenting

• Goals

• Obstacles

• Who does he or she live with?

• How do his or her friends see him or her?

FREE! 
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Introduction
ur literature kit has 
been designed in order 
to provide assistance to 

students in understanding the novel 
Angela’s Ashes. The novel provides 
opportunities for students to display 
knowledge and understanding of 
basic facts, communication of ideas and themes, and 
instances where advanced thinking can be demonstrated. 
Students are encouraged to use the text in order to make 
inferences, draw conclusions, and to develop and support 
hypotheses. At the highest level, students make predictions, 
imagine alternatives, and create their own pieces of work.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and 
features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. 
Many of the questions stretch the student and force them to 
put themselves into the writer’s shoes. The novel Angela’s 
Ashes examines religion, education, poverty, family and 
alcoholism.

How Is Our Literature Kit™ 
Organized?
STUDENT HANDOUTS
Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) 
make up the majority of this resource. For each group 
of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and 
AFTER YOU READ activities. 

•	 �The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students 
for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They 
stimulate background knowledge and experience, and 
guide students to make connections between what they 
know and what they will learn. Important concepts 
and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

•	 �The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ 
comprehension and extend their learning. Students 

are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the 
text through creative and evaluative short-answer 
questions and journal prompts. 

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are 
included to further develop students’ critical thinking 
and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for 
suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment 
Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ 
responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES
This resource contains three main types of pages, each 
with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the 
top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.

Teacher Guide 
• Information and tools for the teacher

Student Handout 
• Reproducible worksheets and activities

Easy Marking™ Answer Key 
• Answers for student activitiesEZ

EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY
Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with 
this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns— 
just line up the column with its corresponding 
worksheet, as shown, and see how every question 
matches up with its answer!

Teacher Guide
Our resource has been created for ease of use by both 
TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike. 

O

5

Every question matches 
up with its answer!

EZ
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. pram

2. loquacious

3. galore

4. pox

5. pompous

6. drifted

7. cacophony

8. dervish

1.
a) ✔ E

b) ✔ B 

c) ✔ C

d) ✔ A

e) ✔ C

1.
Dropped on his head from 

drunken father.

2.
Uncle Pat was never the 
same after. He grew up 
soft in the head with a 
leg that went one way, 
his body the other. He 

never learned to read and 
write. Grandad had to flee 

the house and emigrate 
to Australia.

3.
Born at the stroke of 

midnight.

4.
Because it is his story that 
he shares with his father.

5.
So that he’d always 

have food. 

6.
The Macnamara sisters 
insulting Malachy. The 
sisters saying Malachy 

spoke that way because 
he had a father from the 
North. Letter to grandma.

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. L

2. F

3. K

4. E

5. C

6. J

7. D

8. G

9. I

10. H

11. B

12. A

1.
a) T 

b) T 

c) F

d) T

e) T

f) F 

2.
a) 2

b) 3

c) 1

d) 7

e) 5

f) 4

g) 6

1.
That people did not 

live long.

2.
It means they don’t 
hand out money for 
people to drink...just 
for people in need.

3.
The guards at the jail give 
them money for the train 

fare and to drive their 
luggage to the station. 

4.
Answers will vary. 

5.
Because they didn’t have 
to put up with grandma 

or anyone else and it had 
the basic necessities.

6.
Too many sad memories 

about Oliver.

NAME: 

...................After You Read
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Chapter One
Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph. 

1. How did Uncle Pat end up “soft in the head?”

2. What were the consequences of this action?

3. How did Angela get her name?

4. Why does Frank get mad at Malachy telling the story of Cuchulain to Freddie 
Leibowitz?

5. What causes Frank to wish that Mrs. Liebowitz and Minnie were his mothers?

6. With evidence from the text find examples of the North/South divide and the 
prejudice that occurs between Northern and Southern Ireland. Answer in point form 
but provide full citations.

How would you feel if you had an alcoholic father who drank away 
the food, money, and woke you up in the middle of the night? In your 
journal entry, describe your feelings about this father figure.

Journaling Prompt
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1,2,3
Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this Literature Kit™ are especially suited 
to a study of Angela’s Ashes. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may 

also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or 
interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate  

students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric (on page 4).

1
 CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
Frank changes a lot over the course of the novel. In the end  
he has left Ireland and his Catholic guilt behind and is looking 
ahead to a new life in America. This activity allows students  
to reflect upon his journey and acknowledge the significant 
events in his life. It can be done individually, in small groups  
or verbally as a class, followed by a writing exercise.  
Found on Page 53.

© Angela’s Ashes CC2002
5353

The narrator — Frank — grows and learns a lot over the course of the novel. 
For example, he struggles with his role as a Catholic and how to fit into his 

expected role as an Irish man. Describe some of the major events and 
instances that cause him to change and how they shaped him.

Character Development
..................

Event Outcome

2
CHARACTER DECONSTRUCTION
The use of a first person narrator allows us to see deeply 
into that characters feelings and observe firsthand what 
is happening within the family and to that character. 
However, we see only his feelings; it is difficult to gauge 
the impact of the narrator’s behavior upon others. This 
activity forces the student to look at Frank from the outside 
and not simply accept his word as gospel. It can be done 
individually or in small groups. Another choice is to  
set up a debate between two halves of the class.  
Found on Page 54. 	

© Angela’s Ashes CC2002
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Character Deconstruction
..................

There are two sides to every story. The reader tends to see Frank as a good person because 
we see things from his point of view. However, there are a number of bad things he does in 

the novel, such as drinking, hitting his mother, playing truant and stealing. Use the PIE method 
(Point, Illustration, Expansion or Explanation) in order to outline both sides of the argument.

Event Illustration Expansion or Explaining

Frank is a good person This is shown by…

Event Illustration Expansion or Explaining

Frank is a bad person This is illustrated by the 
quotation…

3
 STORY SUMMARY 
•	 This activity can be done as a class, in small groups or 

individually. If it is done as a class it may be beneficial 
to have small groups work independently on one aspect 
of the novel and then feedback to the class. For example, 
a group looking at plot would look at all of the actions 
in the novel and how they affected the main character 
or the overall outcome of the novel. Groups looking at 
character would look at every character and discuss 
their role. Using this method the class benefits from an 
in depth analysis of the novel. However, if done as an 
individual task, one would not expect the same depth of 
discussion for each part of the novel. Found on Page 55.© Angela’s Ashes CC2002
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Use the following graphic organizer to help you write 
a complete summary of Angela’s Ashes.

Story Summary
..................

Themes
• Religion
• Family
• Education
• English/Irish 

tensions
• Hunger/poverty

Plot
• What happens
• Sub-plots Characters

• Main Characters
• Minor Characters

Setting
• Where the story 

takes place
• Where the 

important scenes 
take place

Style
• 1st person 

narrator
• Similes, metaphors,
• Alliteration
• Humour
• Tone
• Use of imagery
• Symbolism

Parts 
of a 

novel


