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(® Refore You Teach

Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both
TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.

Introduction

ur literature kit has

been designed in order

to provide assistance to
students in understanding the novel
Angela’s Ashes. The novel provides
opportunities for students to display
knowledge and understanding of
basic facts, communication of ideas and themes, and
instances where advanced thinking can be demonstrated.
Students are encouraged to use the text in order to make
inferences, draw conclusions, and to develop and support
hypotheses. At the highest level, students make predictions,
imagine alternatives, and create their own pieces of work.

Our literature kit divides the novel by chapters and

features reading comprehension and vocabulary questions.
Many of the questions stretch the student and force them to
put themselves into the writer’s shoes. The novel Angela’s
Ashes examines religion, education, poverty, family and
alcoholism.

How Is Our Literature Kit"™
Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS

Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets)
make up the majority of this resource. For each group

of chapters, there are BEFORE YOU READ activities and
AFTER YOU READ activities.

e The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students
for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They
stimulate background knowledge and experience, and
guide students to make connections between what they
know and what they will learn. Important concepts
and vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

e The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’
comprehension and extend their learning. Students

© CLASSROOM COMPLETE/@PRESS

are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the
text through creative and evaluative short-answer
questions and journal prompts.

Six Writing Tasks and three Graphic Organizers are
included to further develop students’ critical thinking

and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for
suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment
Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’
responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES

This resource contains three main types of pages, each
with a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the
top of each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.

O
C
D

EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY

Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with
this Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns—
just line up the column with its corresponding
worksheet, as shown, and see how every question
matches up with its answer!

Teacher Guide
e Information and tools for the teacher

Student Handout
* Reproducible worksheets and activities

Easy Marking™ Answer Key
* Answers for student activities

Every question matches
up with its answer!

e Jou Read @
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® Before You Teach

1.2,

Graphic Organizers

The three Graphic Organizers included in this are especially suited
to a study of Angela’s Ashes. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, or they may
also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or
interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate
students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric (on page 4).

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Frank changes a lot over the course of the novel. In the end

he has left Ireland and his Catholic guilt behind and is looking
ahead to a new life in America. This activity allows students
to reflect upon his journey and acknowledge the significant
events in his life. It can be done individually, in small groups
or verbally as a class, followed by a writing exercise.

Found on Page 53.

esmooncouruerermass © enT—

CHARACTER DECONSTRUCTION eeeececcee

The use of a first person narrator allows us to see deeply
into that characters feelings and observe firsthand what

is happening within the family and to that character.
However, we see only his feelings; it is difficult to gauge
the impact of the narrator’s behavior upon others. This
activity forces the student to look at Frank from the outside
and not simply accept his word as gospel. It can be done
individually or in small groups. Another choice is to

set up a debate between two halves of the class.

Found on Page 54.

STORY SUMMARY

e o o o o o o This activity can be done as a class, in small groups or
individually. If it is done as a class it may be beneficial
to have small groups work independently on one aspect
of the novel and then feedback to the class. For example,
a group looking at plot would look at all of the actions
in the novel and how they affected the main character
or the overall outcome of the novel. Groups looking at
character would look at every character and discuss
their role. Using this method the class benefits from an
in depth analysis of the novel. However, if done as an
individual task, one would not expect the same depth of

R ° e discussion for each part of the novel.

| Story Summary
|
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