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Chapter Questions

• Identify Story Elements
• Recall Details
• Match
• Sequence

• Compare & Contrast
• Summarize
• State Main Idea
• Describe
• Classify

• Plan
• Interview
• Infer Outcomes

• Draw Conclusions
• Identify Supporting Evidence
• Motivations
• Identify Cause & Effect

• State & Defend An Opinion
• Make Judgements

• Predict
• Design
• Create
• Imagine Alternatives

Matilda

Critical Thinking Skills
..................
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Activity Six - Magic Tricks!

Matilda certainly is on to a very interesting trick when she is able to move objects with 
the power of her mind. This feat is actually called telekinesis – movement of objects with 
mind power. Some performing magicians claim to have this kind of power – the power of 
telekinesis. 

Many magicians, however, will admit that all of the acts they perform in public are the 
result of hours and hours of practice, and do not involve “magic” – they are simply slights 
of hand – a way of tricking their audience.  Some magic tricks are quite famous – sawing 
a woman in half, for instance. 

There have been many famous magicians during the past hundred years or so: Harry 
Houdini, David Copperfield, Siegfried and Roy, and Doug Henning are just a few. Many 
have amazed us with their acts of magic and we wonder – “how did he do that?”

You task is to investigate a famous trick that one or more of these magicians have 
performed. It could be one of the following:

• Sawing someone in half
• Floating a person in air
• Escaping from the Water Torture Cell (Houdini)
• A lady turns into a tiger
• Or it could be one of your own favorite magic tricks.

Check for sources on magic tricks in your school library or the Internet. 

Once you have discovered how this trick is done, your task is to explain the procedure 
carefully step-by-step so that someone else is able to perform the trick from your 
explanation.  Good luck!
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Activity Five -
An Alternate Ending

The conclusion of Matilda is quite effective and does an admirable job of piecing 
together a number of loose ends. It does leave the reader wondering what might 
become of Matilda’s family in Spain and whether Miss Trunchbull might show up again at 
some point and make Miss Honey’s life miserable. 

What, though, if the author had not tied things up so nicely at the end? What if Miss 
Trunchbull had not fallen for Matilda’s little trick, or her parents had not left her with Miss 
Honey?

Although we will never know the answers to these questions, you will be given the 
opportunity of putting your imagination to work in coming up with what might have 
happened if the author’s imagination had worked its way in an entirely different direction. 

If working with a group, brainstorm possible alternative endings to the novel. Remember 
to consider all of the principal characters. From your list of ideas choose one ending to 
present to the class.  Write a detailed synopsis of your alternate conclusion presenting as 
much detail as possible. After presenting it to the class, you may wish to get their input as 
to additional changes that might be made to further improve your alternative ending.

Have fun!

This activity can be done individually or in small groups.
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Activity Four - Small Town England

Although we don’t know the name of the town in which 
the story takes place, we do know that it is a fairly small 
town in England.

It certainly seems to be a nice place to live. It has some 
areas  which are quite rustic and out-of-the-way (like 
the spot where Miss Honey lives). Yet it also has a lot of 
the conveniences of a larger center (i.e. stores, schools, 
airport).

The town council of this village has approached you with a problem. The council would 
like to attract more tourists to the vicinity to support the local economy (i.e. shoppers for 
their stores, diners in their restaurants, people to stay in their inns and hotels). They would 
like you to design a travel brochure that will be sent out to thousands of travel agencies 
world-wide. 

Your task is to design such a brochure to help these people out. You may wish to 
investigate the format and appearance of such brochures. Then using your imagination, 
prepare a brochure for the town, complete with pictures, data and information that will 
appeal to the average tourist interested in visiting this quaint little town. You may have to 
use your imagination and fill in some of the “blanks” when it comes to the particulars of 
the community.
 
The Internet may be an invaluable source in researching this topic. 
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Activity Three - Parrots 
In the fourth chapter Matilda borrows a parrot from her friend, 
Fred, to teach her parents a lesson. Fred’s parrot is quite 
talented and knows two expressions very well: “Hullo, hullo, 
hullo” and “Rattle my bones”.

Many parrots are even more talented than Fred’s and can say 
dozens of expressions they have learned from their owners.

There are, in fact, over 350 species of parrots in the world and 
are usually grouped into two families, the Psittacidae (true parrots) and the Cacatuidae 
(cockatoos). 

Your task is to investigate the parrot family
 (using references from your school library 
or the Internet) and write a brief report 
(approximately one page in length) on 
the species of your choice. You may wish 
to include one or more of the following subtopics:

• appearance
• diet
• where this species is found
• how easy is it to train this species to speak
• its cost

 
 Consider this...

Along with crows, ravens, and jays, 
parrots are considered the most 
intelligent of birds. 

“Live that you wouldn’t be 
ashamed to sell the family 
parrot to the town gossip.”
- Will Rogers quote
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Activity Two - The Hammer Throw       

It mentions in the novel that Miss Trunchbull was an 
Olympic participant in the hammer throw. 

The hammer throw is an event where the object is to 
throw a heavy metal ball attached to a wire and handle. 
At one time the participants actually threw a sledge 
hammer. The men’s hammer weighs 16 lb (7.257 kg), 
and the women’s hammer weighs almost nine pounds 
(4 kg) and is four feet (119 cm) in length.  The winner is 
decided by who can throw the “hammer” the farthest. 
Competitors begin by spinning the hammer above their 
head, then they pick up speed by completing one to 
four turns in the circle. The ball moves in a circular path, 
gradually increasing in velocity with each turn. The thrower releases the “hammer” from 
the front of the circle. The two most important factors for a long throw are the angle of 
release and the speed of the “hammer”.

The hammer throw, of course, is just one event featured in the Summer Olympics. The 
Summer Olympics presently features 302 events in 28 sports, and the Winter Olympics 
features 84 events in 7 sports. 

Your task is to investigate one event in either the Summer or Winter Olympics and prepare 
an Information Sheet on the details of that sport. You should include a description of the 
event; its origins; equipment used; record holders, etc.
 
Your Information Sheet should include a title, an appropriate picture, and about a page 
of information.

This activity can be done individually or in small groups.
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Activity One - Famous Authors
Matilda loves to read. There aren’t too many five year- olds who can read a novel by 
Charles Dickens or John Steinbeck. In fact that might be a challenge for many adults!

In the first chapter of the novel the 
author lists some of Matilda’s favorite 
books along with their authors. All of the 
books listed are novels, and many have 
been popular for several generations. 
Jane Austen, for instance, was a writer 
who lived over two centuries ago, and 
Dickens wrote his last novel in the 1860’s. 
Some of the authors mentioned are 
American (Hemingway, Steinbeck) and 
some are British (Dickens, Kipling).  

Your task is to peruse the list of books and authors presented 
in the first chapter and select one of Matilda’s favorite authors. 
Investigate your choice and write a synopsis [a short summary] 
of the author’s life and accomplishments. 
 
You might consider relating something of the author’s personal 
life as well as some of his/her most famous books. 

  Consider this...

Although H.G. Wells wrote many 
different types of books including ones 
on history and politics, he is best known 
for his science fiction novels (like the 
one read by Matilda). Along with Jules 
Verne, he is known as “The Father of 
Science Fiction”.
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Assessment Rubric
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Introduction
ur study guide is designed 
to give the teacher a 
number of helpful ways of 

making the study of this novel a more 
enjoyable and profitable experience 
for the students.  The guide 
features a number of useful and flexible 
components, from which the teacher can choose.  It is not 
expected that all of the activities will be completed.

One advantage to this approach to the study of a novel 
is that the student can work at his/her own speed, and 
the teacher can assign activities, etc. which match the 
student’s abilities. 

The study guide generally divides the novel by Chapters 
and features reading comprehension and vocabulary 
questions.  Themes include self-acceptance, individuality, 
perseverance, dealing with difficult people and family 
relations.  Matilda provides a wealth of opportunity 
for classroom discussion because of its vivid portrayal 
of the central character, Matilda, and her relationships 
with her family and her teacher, Miss Honey. The novel’s 
antagonist, the headmistress of Matilda’s school, Miss 
Trunchbull, is also vividly portrayed. 

How Is Our Literature Kit™ 
Organized?
STUDENT HANDOUTS
Chapter Activities (in the form of reproducible worksheets) 
make up the majority of our resource. For each chapter or 
group of chapters there are BEFORE YOU READ activities 
and AFTER YOU READ activities. 

•	 The	BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students 
for	reading	by	setting	a	purpose	for	reading.	They	
stimulate background knowledge and experience, and 
guide students to make connections between what they 
know and what they will learn. Important concepts and 
vocabulary from the chapter(s) are also presented.

5

•		 The	AFTER	YOU	READ activities check students’ 
comprehension and extend their learning. Students 
are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text 
through creative and evaluative short-answer questions 
and journal prompts. 

 
Six Writing	Tasks	and three Graphic Organizers are 
included to further develop students’ critical thinking 
and writing skills, and analysis of the text. (See page 6 for 
suggestions on using the Graphic Organizers.) The Assessment 
Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating students’ 
responses to the Writing Tasks and Graphic Organizers.

PICTURE CUES
Our resource contains three main types of pages, each with a 
different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each 
page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.

	 Teacher	Guide 
	 •	Information	and	tools	for	the	teacher

 Student Handout 
	 •	Reproducible	worksheets	and	activities

 Easy Marking™ Answer Key 
	 •	Answers	for	student	activities		

 EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY
 Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our   
 Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line   
 up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as   
 shown, and see how every question matches up with 
 its answer!

O

Teacher Guide
Our resource has been created for ease of use by both 
TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike. 
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Answers will vary

Answers will vary

1.

1. b)

2. a)

3. c)

4. c)

5. a)

6. d)

2.

Vocabulary

1.

a) Nigel

b) doctor

c) difficulty

d) Rupert

e) released

f) students

a) warts

b) ears

c) baby

d) read

e) crook

f) people

Vocabulary

1.
They kept falling off 

his fork.

Ask her a question 
that she could only 
answer if she’s read 

the book.

She yelled and leapt 
off her chair.

It squirmed around 
in the glass.

She was angry and 
denied it.

Answers will vary. 
(i.e. another miracle)

2.

3.

5.

6.

4.

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

1.

Answers will vary

 

2.

Vocabulary

1.

a) adult

b) expel

c) water

d) eyes

e) imagination

f) miracle

g) stars

h) wings

i) quicker 

j) tea

k) cottage

l) anyone

m) animated

n) eyes

2.

a) 4	A b) 4	D

c) 4	C d) 4	B

Answers will vary.

 

She probably just 

realized what this 

power could mean 

to her.

A child who shows 

amazing intelligence 

early on.

It was small and run 

down. 

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary.

 (i.e. he was Welsh; 

died at 39)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen
Part A

2. Use the words in the box to answer each question.  

crook      people      read      warts      ears      baby

a) Trunchbull called the children a bunch of nauseating little                

______________.

b) Trunchbull picked Rupert up by the ______________.

c) Eric Ink got into trouble by suggesting that Trunchbull had 

once been a ______________.

d) Matilda informed Miss Trunchbull that she had____________ 

Nicholas Nickleby.

e) Trunchbull accused Matilda’s father of being a __________.

f) Trunchbull informed the class that she didn’t like small _____.

a) Miss Trunchbull discovered that a student named _________________ had dirty 

hands.

b) This student’s father made his living as a _________________.

c) Miss Honey had taught the students how to spell the word _________________ 

by teaching it to them in a poem.

d) A student named _________________ got into trouble by giving the incorrect 

answer to “What is two sevens?”

e) Eric had learned that the quicker you answered Miss Trunchbull, the quicker 

you were _________________.

f) Trunchbull’s idea of a perfect school is one with no _________________.

1. Fill in each blank with the correct word from the novel.

Every question matches 
up with its answer!

EZ
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Compare and contrast two characters from the novel. 

Attributes for 
Comparison

CHARACTER TWO

1. 

2. 

3. 

CHARACTER ONE

Physical or Character 
Attribute:

Physical or Character 
Attribute:

Physical or Character 
Attribute:

Matilda  CC2309© 54
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Sequence Chart

List the main events of Matilda in the order in which they occurred. 

First...

Next...

Next...

Next...

Next...

Next...

Next...

Next...

Last...

6

Graphic Organizers
The three Graphic Organizers included in our Literature Kit™ are especially suited to a 

study of Matilda.  Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom, 
or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The organizers can be used on a projection system or 

interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. 
To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric (on page 4).

1,2,3

1
DESCRIBING WHEEL
Using a Describing Wheel, students are given the 
opportunity to expand their thinking and knowledge of a 
particular	topic	addressed	in	this	novel.	They	are	asked	to	
select one topic of interest and place it in the inner wheel 
of the diagram (i.e. parrots, newts). Following this they are 
asked to consider describing words about the topic, which 
they are to enter between the spokes.  Found on Page 53.

Matilda  CC2309©
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Describing Wheel

Choose a subject dealt with in Matilda (i.e. used cars, newts, parrots, famous authors, 
magic tricks, Olympics, England). Place the name of the subject in the center of the 

wheel and add describing words about your topic between the spokes.
You may have to do some research on your chosen topic to come up with some good describing words. 

2
SEQUENCE	CHART
The	plot	of	Matilda is filled with memorable events – so 
much so that it is a tall order to isolate the “main events” 
of the novel, as this assignment expects. In assigning the 
Sequence Chart activity, it might be helpful for the teacher to 
remind the students  that each event selected should be a key 
component in moving the plot toward the climax of the novel 
(the	scene	where	Matilda	“vanquishes”	Trunchbull).	
Found on Page 54.    

3
COMPARE	AND	CONTRAST	MATRIX					
Matilda features an array of fascinating characters, 
from the quiet, sacrificing Miss Honey, to the rude and 
horrible	Miss	Trunchbull.	For	this	activity	the	students	are	to	
choose	any	two	characters	from	the	novel.	They	are	to	enter	
the names of the two characters at the top of the framework. 
They	are	then	to	choose	three	attributes	(either	physical	
features or personality traits) to record under each character’s 
name.  Found on Page 55.


