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UNIT OVERVIEW

Something Fishy at Macdonald Hall

OVERVIEW

This novel study provides teachers with a highly structured format for teaching
language arts, as students develop a love for reading longer materials, like novels.
Various areas such as reading comprehension, vocabulary development, spelling,
grammar, and writing are all entwined in this integrated approach, eliminating
the need for teaching these skills separately. Activities are divided into three main
sections:

1)  Chapter Questions
For each chapter, students answer a thorough set of questions requiring
answers in complete sentences. Reading comprehension is key as students
must read and understand the entire book, in order to answer the questions.
(One major strength of the novel study approach is that students must
understand the novel or they will be unable to do the required assignments.)

2) Vocabulary and Language
Each chapter also includes activities dealing with such things as word
meanings, use of the dictionary, spelling, parts of speech, syllables,
antonyms/synonyms, punctuation and grammar.

3)  Writing and Creativity
In this section, students apply what they have learned about language and
grammar skills to write more effectively. Creative writing is the focus of this
less-structured segment, allowing teachers more opportunity to incorporate
their own ideas into developing creative writing skills. A puzzle activity is
incorporated into this section to add more variety to the lessons.
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READING STRATEGIES

A variety of reading approaches seems to work best. One proven method is for the
teacher to read the book outloud to the entire class the first time through, stopping
after a chapter or two. In answering the questions, students will essentially be
required to reread the chapter on their own. Not only does this "outloud" method
insure that students are read to daily, but it also helps all students to understand
the book, regardless of reading level.

Having students read sections silently by themselves, outloud with partners or in
small groups, are all possible variations that will help keep student interest high.
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One way to gain a measure of the effectiveness of the novel study and to gauge
student interest, is to instruct students nof to read ahead on their own. Basic
reverse psychology dictates that students will invariably be slouching down into
their desks to sneak in a chapter, while the teacher knowingly turns a blind eye.

ASSIGNMENTS

With the assignments, teachers can photocopy entire booklets for each student or
only the portions that the teacher wishes to use. One possible method of reducing
this large amount of photocopying, is to have the students write down the chapter
questions and answers in their notebooks.

Teachers are free to pick and choose assignments as they see fit, as well as adding
in any optional lessons they develop.
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STORY SUMMARY

Something Fishy at Macdonald Hall

Edward, Boots O’Neal’s younger brother, has just enrolled at Macdonald Hall.
Edward tells Bruno that they’re old men who are over the hill.

Mr Sturgeon, the Headmaster of Macdonald Hall, is considering resigning . He
feels that there are no more challenges left. In addition to this “no brain”
situation, Mr. Sturgeon also has a medical condition - an ingrown toenail.

A series of escapades captures everyone’s attention: the dressing of Sir John A.
Macdonald’s statue in a scuba suit; the Kitchen Soap-O-Rama; the blue-dyed
swimming pool; apples on oak trees; loaded toasters; water balloons; class-change
clocks altered; detour signs on Highway 48; underwear on a flag pole; the stuffing
of the cannon with a human mannequin.

Naturally, Bruno and Boots are the logical suspects. While trying to apprehend
the “Phantom”, the boys are caught out after curfew. They are in the
Headmaster’s office and are about to be expelled when the Phantom strikes again -
firecrackers in the waffle mix. The boys are exonerated. A plan to capture the
Phantom succeeds and the practical joker is unmasked - it’s Mrs. Sturgeon, the
Headmaster’s wife. She wanted to give him a purpose in life and a reason to stay
at Macdonald Hall.
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