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Welcome to

THE LONDON ACADEMY
OF IDEAS AND INGENUITY

Our campus is located in beautiful New London, Connecticut and
is home to our 6th-12th grade student body and faculty. Students from
all over the world attend our community-based boarding school, that
encourages creative thinking and original ideas, while exploring the
foundations of a S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
Mathematics) based education. Here, students are encouraged to ask
questions, seek out answers through experimentation and adventure and
contribute to the world in a positive way.

Our student body is made up of a diverse group of students and teachers
from all walks of life. At The London Academy of Ideas and Ingenuity,
older students buddy up with their younger classmates and help provide
good role models as well as peer teaching. This provides a valuable
experience for both mentor and mentee which helps build strong bonds
between the various grade levels at the Academy.

Ourstudents are all extremely intelligent, gifted and hard working. They
understand the value of education and have a strong desire to leamn and
share their knowledge, uplifting each other to be the best they can be.
Because our students come from all over the world, each of them brings
something unique to our school through their individual cultures, interests,
language and personal experiences. Here, learning is an adventure and
our goal is fo prepare you for all that life has to offer.

For those of you who have heard rumors of extraterrestrial visitors on
campus, | assure you, the only space travelers here are the many alumni
who work in the aerospace industry and related sciences. But look to
the stars, dream big and work towards your goals and you will achieve
great success!

Sincerely,

DR. ROBERT KIRBY
HEAD OF SCHOOL
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FOREWORD

Dear Readers,

From the age of three, music has played a central role in my journey through life.
As a professional performing artist, educator, scholar, arts advocate, and presently
Associate Dean for Student Life and Community Engagement at the Yale School of
Music, | have spent my career at the intersection of musical worlds, culture, class,
and identity. For me, music has been the bridge connecting me to worlds | could
not have dreamed of as a child. Music has been my inspiration, my discipline,
the vehicle through which | have learned to communicate and to listen, and my
window to the world

Through formal musical training, | have come to understand how valuable
comprehensive music education is in developing and balancing our intellectual
and creative capacities. While | chose a career in music, it is my firm belief that
every person deserves and even needs music education, no matter what direction
their professional life may take.

It is often difficult to make the case for centering music education in schools
alongside the traditional subjects, but thanks to the Secret S.TE.A.M. Society:
Music, young people, families, educators, adminisirators, and advocates have a
work that comprehensively shares all that music can teach us when we unleash its
power by treating it as core and using it to illuminate the adjacent fields music can
amplify. Even better than that, the Secret S.T.E.A.M. Society: Musicis fun, engaging,
colorful, and full of excitement.
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This graphic novel is an incredibly effective advocate for music education
because it allows you to experience music at its intersection with every other field
of study. | can only imagine what my educational experience would have been
had I learned at The London Academy of Ideas and Ingenuity. Trevor Mueller, the
author and Christian Colbert, the arfist, lead us on an imaginative and exciting
journey that expands how we think of ourselves and the world around us. What
they have offered is not just a story about music. Trevor and Christian have offered
a biology lesson on how the body produces and receives sound, a physics lesson
on how sound travels, a technology lesson on how music is amplified and recorded,
an engineering lesson on how a space where we listen to music can be ideally
consiructed fo maximize acoustic sound, a math lesson in understanding music
theory, and a social studies lesson illuminating the people, places, culture, and
history of various contexts around the world where music plays a role, including
the many traditional musical styles we practice here in the United States.

I am certain that young people will enjoy this graphic novel, but | am most excited
about what this novel could mean for our ability to make the case for the centrality
of music education fo those with decision making power in our educational systems.
Secret S.T.E.A.M. Society: Music should be required reading for every administrator,
educator, advocate, and parent because it grounds us in music’s power fo teach
us, free us, and bring us together. | cannot imagine a more powerful, important,
relevant, and adventurous graphic novel to experience.

ALBERT R. LEE, D.M.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MUSIC

ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR STUDENT LIFE AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
YALE SCHOOL OF MUSIC
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