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For Alyson Heller, editorial goddess

—J. H. and S. W.


Cast of Characters

Athena (uh•THEE•nuh): A brown-haired girl who travels to magical Mount Olympus

Oliver (AH•liv•er): Athena’s puppy

Medusa (meh•DOO•suh): A mean mortal girl with snakes for hair, whose stare can turn mortals to stone

Wiggle Warts (WIG•uhl WARTZ): Medusa’s pet snake in a game

Owlies (OWL•eez): Silly talking owls who live in magical Mount Olympus

Hestia (HESS•tee•uh): A small, winged Greek goddess who helps Athena

Zeus (ZOOSS): Most powerful of the Greek gods, who lives in Sparkle City and can grant wishes

Persephone (purr•SEFF•uh•nee): A girl with flowers and leaves growing in her hair and on her dress
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Hello Brick Road!

Tap. Tap. Athena pushed the buttons on the tablet she held. The school bus came to a stop, and she hopped off. Without looking up from her tablet, she walked down the sidewalk. She lived in a white house on this block, with her mom, dad, and big sister.

Tap. Tap. Athena pushed more buttons. Happy Perky Pets was the best game ever! Even if she wasn’t very good at it, it was still fun.

The goal was to get your pet to a happily-ever-after home. The pet she had chosen in the game was a cute little dog. He had white fur and a red collar. She’d named him Oliver. If only he were real!

Dogs were her very favorite animal. In fact, she had decorated her book bag with shiny dog-shaped stickers. Too bad her mom had said they couldn’t get a real dog till she was older. Athena thought being eight was old enough!

Athena tapped the game button one more time.

Boink!

“Oh no!” A boink sound meant: Oops! Start the game over and try again.

“Ha! You lose.” Athena looked behind her. It was Medusa. She went to Athena’s school and was never very nice to her. Or to anyone.

“So?” huffed Athena. She started walking faster. Medusa did too. Their houses were on this same street.

“You picked a dog for your pet?” Medusa teased. “BOR-ing! I picked a green snake. I named her Wiggle Warts.”

Athena stared at her in surprise. Eww! She did not like snakes.

She looked down at her game again. Tap. Tap. Boink! “Uh-oh, not again!” This time, lumpy brown emojis began appearing on the screen.

Medusa laughed. “Ha! Ha! You made doggie poo!” she said, pointing at the tablet.
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Ugh. Medusa was right.

“Gotta go!” Athena said, speeding off. Medusa was always trying to embarrass her. That girl was a big meanie!

“Sorry, Oliver,” Athena told the dog on her screen. “I wish I were better at this game. And we could go on lots of fun adventures. No meanie Medusa allowed.”

Athena was only a few steps from her house now, but as she spoke, dark purple clouds appeared overhead. A bolt of lightning flashed across the sky! Thunder boomed.

A strong, sparkly wind whipped up and pulled the tablet from her hand. The tablet twirled around in the air like a spinning top, then fell to the grass. Before Athena could pick it up, the strange wind lifted her right off her feet! It blew her high into the sky. Athena whirled head over heels.

“What’s happening?” Athena yelped.

Minutes later, the wind stopped. As fast as it had begun, the storm was over. And now Athena started falling! Down, down, down through the clouds she went.
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Thump! She landed sitting in soft grass. Her book bag lay on the grass beside her.

Athena was okay. Except her shoes were gone. So was her tablet. The wind had whisked them away!

“Woof! Woof!” Athena looked over to see a cute little white-haired dog.
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