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Jefferson was a collector of
fossils and had the bones of a
mastodon sent to him.
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THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY

At around the age of six, my son, Mars,
became very interested in US history

and increasingly curious about the presidents. He would ask me all sorts of questions about them and want
to see their images, which we would pull up on our computer and discuss. Eventually Mars wanted a visual
documentation of all the presidents for his room. So we began hunting for a poster, or even single portraits
of the presidents, thinking we could maybe make a border around his walls. But everything we saw felt so
outdated, or sophomoric, or frankly dull. | told him there was no way | was going to buy and hang in his
room anything we came across, because he would have to look at it every day.

| thought about it for a little while, and before truly considering the scale of the project or the time it
would take, | blurted out that | would paint all the presidents for him myself! Well, that was silly, because
once you tell Mars—or most children—something, he sure as heck holds you to it. So it began, one presi-
dent at a time, one after another after another, the research, the painting, the stenciling of the text.

While creating the artwork, my hope was that these portraits would feel like a refreshing take on a
thoroughly reviewed subject matter: our presidency. The portraits are meant to be serious but viewed and
digested in a playful manner. The paintings are meant to bring to light the fact that before these men were
elected commander in chief, they had rich and varied lives and experiences.

All were elected to a powerful position that suddenly put them into a new category—president. And
the majority of citizens may forget that these people still had childhoods and mothers and fathers and
favorite foods. They were fathers and sons and brothers, and had hobbies and pets.

Most important, one last point (that | hope readers will also recognize) was burned into my brain during
this artistic process: the lack of diversity in race and gender of those who have governed our people for
230 years. All of these faces, except one, are monochromatic.

My hope is that this book plants a seed for not only Mars (who is now almost ten) but for everyone.
Let’s not ignore the many different and unique colors, shapes, and sizes in our world. | hope this review will
inspire readers to want to make a change, take the blinders off, embrace diversity, and add some splashes

of bold, bright color to our US story and to our future.
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Before riding his horse
Prescott, Washington made
sure that Prescott was brushed
from head to hoof and that his
teeth were cleaned.
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1 To Marsden
Roosie and
| Franco Gonzi.

| love you both so much. Thank you

for giving me the independence to be

myself and make art.

PS: Mars, I'm getting tired of having to give you credit and thank you for all my book ideas, so can you
please cut it out? But no, seriously. Thank you, Mars, for your insatiable appetite for history. You are

always my inspiration, and this book wouldn’t exist without your beautiful brain.
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Adams loved the outdoors
and often sKipped school
in order to hunt and fish.
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