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Introduction

God’s Law Explained

The purpose of this book is to state some of the hard sayings of God’s Word; the words of these sayings have been either ignored by mainstream Christianity or distorted. The reader might be shocked by some or many of the teachings that will be presented here. The material in this book may be considered politically incorrect, but the important question is whether the information is scripturally correct. It is important to note that it is common for people to rationalize sin. “Hath God said?” the serpent asked Eve. This statement has been the foundation for people’s strategy when they come across scripture that they dislike.


“Did God really say that wives should obey husbands in all things?” 

“Was Jesus’s rebuke of Peter for his use of a sword in defense really wrong?” 


This book will answer these and other questions by using the simple principle of comparing scripture with scripture. Many of the distortions this tome will clear up are issues brought about by the institutional church, which itself is based on incorrectly applying God’s Word to the Ecclesia or assembly of believers. In many cases, an institutional church is headed by a single man, or even a woman, called a pastor, who is paid a salary from the tithes and/or offerings of the congregation. So the so-called pastor, speaking biblical truth about a controversial issue, such as loving our enemies no matter the situation, does not receive a warm welcome from the congregation.

This results in a drop in church membership and a reduced salary for the pastor. The reality is that many churches take the easy route and simply ignore such controversies, or they take the current popular view, if they choose to address controversial issues at all. Most of these topics are distorted by eisegesis, (the interpretation of a text by reading into it one’s own ideas) and by wrangling over Greek or Hebrew words, while ignoring or downplaying the context of scripture. Rationalization ensues, the most common being: “It’s a cultural issue; God spoke of an exception. It’s not an actual commandment.” The text, no matter how clearly it appears to read, does not actually mean what it says, but instead it means something else entirely. People use or employ numerous “what if” scenarios, such as: What if you were in Nazi Germany? Or what if your wife were being raped? (And the questions continue ad nauseam). This leads to most pastors preaching safe, generic, cotton-candy-fluff sermons, like Jesus’s triumph over death through his life and resurrection, or the fall of Adam, or the ten plagues God used to free the Hebrew slaves from the Egyptians. Some even preach about how to be financially successful or how to live a better life, thus making pastors seem more like life coaches than overseers of the flock.

We will, however, not pursue this course; we will delve into historic doctrines, which at one time were taught in the Ecclesia but have been either neglected purposely or forgotten over time. No quotes from any so-called church father will be used, because they would distract us from God’s Word itself. His Word is sufficient enough alone, and as we will see, the context for the subjects discussed here are so clear that it will be easy to decipher what God’s law is saying.

The scriptures are written so that we can understand God’s law easily. Any difficulty regarding scripture is usually from prophecy. God has given us his law so we can have freedom in him and live life to our fullest possible potential. Many believers and nonbelievers will view many of these laws as sexist or offensive, but these laws are the ways of life; they are not archaic, but they are everlasting. So instead of going the mainstream route and discussing politically safe positions of the scriptures that so many self-help or institutional churches rely upon, we will study God’s Word.

The scriptures are primarily about God’s laws, not gimmicks that are so rampant in Christianity these days, such as: How to have a great sex life. How to date biblically. How to invest your money the way God wants you to. The scriptures do discuss these and other issues, but only in relation to what is right versus what is wrong—greed is sin, adultery is wrong, and so forth. This certainly does not mean that one can find in scripture how to buy the right stocks or how to date. (During that time, marriages were arranged; there was no dating or courtship.) God does not tell you how to improve your sex life.

Many people who profess to be Christians may be surprised and/or ashamed about some of the truths that will be revealed here, but there is no reason to be ashamed of God’s law; it is the measuring rod by which we all will be judged and by which we will judge the world. Why would anyone who professes to follow the law be ashamed of it? How can you be ashamed of the law and claim to live by it and judge unbelievers by it? Many people who profess to be Christian refuse to obey God’s law. When confronted by the truth, they fit Hebrews 12:8 perfectly:


But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.


The purpose of this book is to inform Christians of God’s laws. And those who will reject the clear teachings of scripture, which will be thoroughly laid out here, will be without excuse. An integral and equally important part of this book will cover many gray areas that Christians assume are sins but the scriptures are actually silent on. Many people take a rather lazy approach to scripture and assume that every gray area or just about every gray area is a sin; however, this is misguided legalism, which the Pharisees were also guilty of. One must take a nuanced approach to scripture in order to properly understand God’s law. One must also be careful not to impose one’s beliefs on someone else; this is a common mistake that many make. Being a legalist has a variety of different meanings within Christianity; if people wish to call the views in this book legalist or legalism, it is their problem, and it is a term the accused “legalist” should not be ashamed of. Being called a legalist for following God’s law is just more proof that we are in the midst of the “falling away.”

Is the Law Still Valid?

The first thing we will examine is whether God’s law (often erroneously called the Mosaic Law) is still binding on people today. The most common answer one will hear is that, “We are not under the law, but we are under grace.” However, when one compares scripture with scripture, this is not the case. And by stating they are not under the law, or that it has been abolished, they are confessing, whether they realize it or not, that they are antinomian (without law or lawless). 

More importantly, Jesus disagreed with them in Matthew 5:17:


Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but to fulfill.


The common interpretation from self-confessed antinomians is that Jesus fulfilled the law with his life, death, and resurrection, and we no longer have an obligation to obey the law. But if this interpretation is true, then Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount was nonsensical and would be as follows:


Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but to fulfill, as in end, complete, abolish, and destroy.


The word for fulfill is the Greek word pleroo, which means “level up to make replete, to furnish, satisfy, finish, verify, full, fully preach, perfect, and supply.” Anyone who thinks that Jesus finished or ended the law is sorely mistaken. Jesus continued in Matthew 5:18:


For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.


Antinomian Jesus would say the following of the preceding verse:


For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled, or until my death, burial, and resurrection, in which case, just ignore the first part of this verse, which talks of heaven and earth passing away, because they will still be here after my resurrection and ascension to heaven. What I really meant to say was wait until my death and resurrection—then the law will pass.


In Matthew 5:19, Jesus said:


Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.


Antinomian Jesus would say the following in the preceding verse:


Anyone who breaks the laws of God, which my death, burial, and resurrection will abolish, will be called the least in the kingdom, but anyone who obeys will be called great. That is, until my death, burial, and resurrection, in which case it won’t matter what you do, because the law will be abolished even though heaven and earth will still exist.


In Matthew 5:20, Jesus said the following:


For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.


Antinomian Jesus’s interpretation of preceding verse would be stated:


Your righteousness must surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees. How you will be able to do that without a law that I am going to abolish is anyone’s guess, but you will figure out some way. Also, not everyone will enter into the kingdom, but how this will be determined is a mystery because there will be no law to condemn anyone of sin. Did I just say sin? There will be no sins because they will be abolished along with the law. ¿Comprende?


From this point onward, it really starts to go downhill for the antinomians. The real Jesus stated:


Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing (Matt. 5:21–26).




Jesus was referring to God’s law in Exodus 20:13: “Thou shalt not kill.” In verse 22, he was referring to Leviticus 19:17: “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor and not suffer sin upon him.” Calling someone raca or fool easily classifies as a rebuke without cause, out of anger, in order to verbally hurt someone.


Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery, But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart (Matt. 5:27).


The point of reference here is Exodus 20:14, which states: “Thou shalt not commit adultery,” and lusting after a woman to commit adultery of the heart is in Exodus 20:17: “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s.”


It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery (Matt. 5:31–32).


Jesus reiterated the indissolubility of marriage by stating that any man who marries a divorced woman is committing adultery. When the Pharisees confront him on this, he refers once again to God’s law in Genesis 2:24: “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”


Again, you have heard that it has been said by them of old time, You shall not forswear yourself, but shall perform to the Lord your oaths: But I say to you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. Neither shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. But let your communication be, Yes, yes; No, no: for whatever is more than these comes of evil (Matt. 5:33–37).


Jesus was expounding on the law of vows or oaths in the following three verses:


And you shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shall you profane the name of your God: I am the LORD (Lev. 19:12).

If a man vow a vow to the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth (Num. 30:2).

When you shall vow a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not slack to pay it: for the LORD your God will surely require it of you; and it would be sin in you (Deut. 23:21).


During the time of Jesus’s ministry, many people believed that they could make an oath to someone and not fulfill it, as long as they didn’t swear by God’s name. This, of course, was absurd, because anyone who made a vow without using God’s name was still guilty of bearing false witness against a neighbor (Exod. 20:16). 

This is the problem with human logic: people make loopholes, believing they are not breaking God’s law, when in fact they are. Technically, they are not swearing or taking God’s name in vain (Exod. 20:7), but they are still breaking another law—lying (Exod. 20:16). God’s law is completely airtight; it is loophole-proof. People tend to forget that the law was given by the same God who created and understands the rationalization of the human mind. Jesus was just reemphasizing that when someone makes an oath and does not fulfill it for whatever reason, that person is still sinning.


You have heard that it has been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say to you, That you resist not evil: but whoever shall smite you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue you at the law, and take away your coat, let him have your cloak also (Matt. 5:38–40).


In Jesus’s time, God’s law had become so distorted that people were taking the famous “eye for an eye,” or lex talionis, which was a guideline God established to mete out justice, from going too far. This prevented the punishment from exceeding the crime, or the offending party would get off with a slap on the wrist. Jesus was addressing the problem that people were acting as their own judges instead of letting the magistrates handle the situation according to the law.


And he that kills any man shall surely be put to death. And he that kills a beast shall make it good; beast for beast. And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbor; as he has done, so shall it be done to him; Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he has caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again. And he that kills a beast, he shall restore it: and he that kills a man, he shall be put to death (Lev. 24:17–21).


God’s Word had been distorted and taken out of context to mean a person could avenge himself or herself. God mandated that justice be carried out by the proper authorities (magistrates); God never approved of vigilantism.


You shall not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord (Lev. 19:18).

You have heard that it has been said, You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy. But I say to you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which spitefully use you, and persecute you (Matt. 5:43–44).


Once again, the Pharisees had created a loophole and believed that enemies were not neighbors, and therefore they could legally hate them. 

Jesus, however, disagreed and pointed to Leviticus 19:18: “Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the Lord.” Jesus also went into detail on who neighbors were by telling the parable of the Good Samaritan.


And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said to him, What is written in the law? how read you? And he answering said, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. And he said to him, You have answered right: this do, and you shall live. But he, willing to justify himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbor?

And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said to him, Take care of him; and whatever you spend more, when I come again, I will repay you. Which now of these three, think you, was neighbor to him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus to him, Go, and do you likewise (Luke 10:25–37).


It is crystal clear that Jesus was clarifying the law, which had been corrupted by the scribes and Pharisees, who either added to or subtracted from God’s law. Christians who believe that Jesus abolished the law cannot explain why he would even bother clarifying the law, which would be eliminated within three and a half years. Also, the antinomian version of Jesus is a false Messiah because he was breaking the law articulated in Deuteronomy 4:2: “You shall not add to the word which I command you, neither shall you diminish ought from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.”

In addition to all of this, why would Jesus abolish the law and still expect people to follow the commandments and yet tell the following parable?


Not every one that said to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name? and in your name have cast out devils? and in your name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess to them, I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity (anomia) (Matt. 7:21–23).


The word iniquity is translated from the Greek word anomia, which is defined as “lawlessness, violation of the law, wickedness, transgression of the law, and unrighteousness.” Anomia is also related to the English word antinomy, which means “to be opposed to law.” So a more proper translation would have been, “I never knew you. Depart from me ye that work lawlessness.” Antinomians are by definition lawless; Jesus said he never knew these people. Antinomians commonly say that they don’t have to keep (obey) the law because Jesus Christ did it for us. It is quite clear that they ignore all of the information that has been covered so far and reach for a number of proof texts to support their lawlessness.


Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross (Col. 2:14).


Does pleroo mean that Jesus ended or abolished the law? Here are some common verses where the word fulfilled has been substituted with ended or abolished.


Then was ended (pleroo) that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying...(Matt. 2:17).

And he came and dwelled in a city called Nazareth: that it might be might be abolished (pleroo) which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene (Matt 2:23).

...Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becomes us to end (pleroo) all righteousness. Then he suffered him (Matt 3:15).

That it might be abolished (pleroo) which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bore our sicknesses (Matt. 8:17).

But how then shall the scriptures be ended (pleroo) that thus it must be? (Matt. 26:54)


The antinomians have zero evidence that Jesus abolished/ended the law with the word (pleroo). The first thing that should be understood about Colossians 2:14 is that Paul was talking about sins in the previous verse—how we were all dead in our sins. In verse 14, Paul explained that Jesus’s death blotted out the ordinances that were against us because they were nailed to the cross with Jesus. Paul was referring to God nailing the penalty of sin, which is death, to the cross. Jesus paid our debt for us. This is why scripture also states that Jesus tasted death for every person (Heb. 2:9).

The antinomians interpret Colossians 2:14 as Jesus abolishing the law with his death on the cross. They are confronted with the same problems that have been pointed out earlier. If Jesus took the law out of the way, as many antinomians believe, how can Christians judge the world? How can God lead us to repentance through the Holy Spirit if there is no law? The only logical choice is that Jesus’s righteousness has been imputed to us, taking Adam’s sin, which resulted in our death, out of the way. This is emphasized by 1 Corinthians 15:22: “For in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”

The Concordant Literal New Testament does a much better job translating Colossians 2:14: “Dealing graciously with all our offenses erasing the handwriting of the decrees against us, which was hostile to us and has taken it away out of the midst, nailing it to the cross.”[i] Comparing scripture with scripture, God’s Word states that Jesus removed the penalty for sin, which is death, thus giving us all immortality.


For he has made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him (2 Cor. 5:21).


Scripture consistently tells us that Jesus paid our debts, redeeming us from death. This testifies to God’s law, reaffirming its seriousness and upholding it, but it surely does not abolish it. The antinomians believe that Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection abolished the law. But if this were the case, Jesus’s death would be meaningless to everyone born after his resurrection. In the antinomian view, he abolished the law, so no one born after his resurrection can be condemned, because there is no law. Neither can there be any penalty if there is no law.

Going back to Colossians 2:16–17, Paul discussed certain parts of the law.


Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.


In these verses, Paul mentioned how certain parts of the law, in this case Sabbath days and feasts, were a shadow of Jesus Christ. This in no way means that the whole law of God was a shadow. Only a part of the law was; Paul made no distinction between what type of Sabbaths he was talking about, so it is safe to conclude that he was referring to all Sabbaths here. The antinomians favorite proof texts are in Paul’s letter to the Galatians.


Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.

For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live to God. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain (2:16–21).


Paul was simply talking about justification and how we are not justified by the works of the law but by faith through Jesus. The law cannot save anybody; not one soul can be saved through it. This in no way abrogates the law; Christ’s death and resurrection merely affirm the seriousness of the law. Paul also stated in verse 19 that he was dead to the law. A man can only be dead to the law if it does not affect him. Wives are called to obey their husbands (Eph. 5:22). But if a woman is single, this law does not affect her in any way. However, if she does marry, then she is affected by the law. It is no longer dead to her. But how could Paul say that he was dead to the law? Because when one is dead to the law, one is freed from it. Paul said he was crucified with Christ in verse 20. Therefore, when Christ was raised, Paul was no longer bound by the law, because Christ lived in him, as he lived unto God. Paul used this same analogy in Romans 7:1–4.


Know you not, brothers (for I speak to them that know the law), how that the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives? For the woman which has an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he lives; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.

Why, my brothers, you also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that you should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit to God.


As Christians, we have all been freed from the law because we are crucified and raised with Christ; this does not eliminate or lessen the law in any way whatsoever. Just like a woman who is freed from the law when her husband dies can marry another and not be called an adulteress, so can we be free from the law and married in Christ. Yet the law still exists, and if the woman were to have an affair with another man after she marries another, she is guilty under the law and in bondage to it. If we are in Christ and free from the law, we will not violate it. How can we lie, steal, or kill while claiming to be free from the law and alive in Christ? Paul mentioned the death of the woman’s husband in Romans 7, which freed her from the law. Christ’s death freed us from the law, but it did not in any way abrogate God’s eternal laws.

The most famous and commonly quoted statement of the antinomians is a sentence from Paul’s letter to the Galatians:


But if you be led of the Spirit, you are not under the law (5:18).


To properly understand the context of Paul’s statement, one should at least start at verse 1 of the same chapter. Paul started off by saying that we have liberty through Jesus Christ and that he freed us from bondage. This bondage that Paul spoke of was not the law, but sin; living in sin is bondage, but living in the Spirit is liberty.


For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect to you, whoever of you are justified by the law; you are fallen from grace (Gal. 5:3–4).


Paul was simply saying that we are not justified by obeying the law; salvation is a free gift of unmerited favor or grace. This does not mean that we are free to disobey the law; doing so would make a mockery of God’s grace. What the antinomians fail to realize is that Christians are expected to produce fruit, which is works of righteousness. Those who produce bad fruit are cut off and thrown in the fire (Matt. 7:19).

Paul went on to state that we are justified by faith through Jesus Christ and that those of faith are blessed with Abraham (Gal. 9). Then in Galatians 3:10, Paul stated the following.


For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.


People who believe they are justified by works of the law, such as those who believe that they are justified by not lying or stealing, are under the curse of the law (or circumcision). What many antinomians must understand is that Paul was only speaking of people who believe that their justification is through obeying the law. Paul was not condemning in any way people who are justified by faith through Jesus Christ. Christians are expected to produce good fruit; this obviously means obedience to the law. Anyone claiming to be Christian who does not produce good fruit and is producing bad fruit is under the curse of the law just as much as those who believe they are justified by the works of the law. Ultimately, no one can be justified by God’s law, because we have all broken it. Justification by faith does not nullify the law; having justification through faith in Jesus and obeying the law is not a contradiction. Those who obey the law and believe they are justified by it were the target of Paul’s letter. It does not matter if people practice circumcision or give to the poor. They are under the curse of the law because no one can be justified by it.


Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree (Gal. 3:13).


Notice that Paul stated that we are free from the curse of the law, which is death. He did not free us from lying, killing, and so forth. He freed us from death; obedience is still expected for any follower of Christ. If Christ did free us from the law, as the antinomians believe, then how could we distinguish between those who are disciples and those who are not, when those who produce bad or evil fruit are a result of breaking God’s law? Just because the law cannot save us does not mean it is evil; in fact, the law is good, because the law gives us an awareness of evil. The law helps us to know the difference between trees that produce bad fruit and trees that produce good fruit. God’s laws are not against his promises (v. 21), but because of faith, we are no longer under the law (v. 23). The law acts as our schoolmaster, bringing us to Christ, because the law has condemned us, making us aware of sin and our need of a savior (Jesus) to free us (vv. 24–25).

But what did Paul mean when he said we are not under the law in Galatians 5:18? The antinomians are right to cite this, but they do so for the wrong reasons. We Christians are not under the law. The law is for the guilty and condemned. A good analogy to this would be a man who murdered another person. He is arrested under the law and brought before the judge to be sentenced according to the law’s penalty, which, let’s say, is death by electrocution, but before the executioner can pull the switch, the convicted criminal gets a full pardon from the governor. The convicted man is released from prison through no work of his own. The governor’s pardon frees him from the penalty of the law, and he would be joyous in his freedom, knowing that he deserves death. He is no longer under the law; if he were, he would have been executed as the law prescribed. But because of the grace he received, he is no longer under the law. But does this man who received grace and escaped punishment under the law abolish the law? Of course not. Grace in no way nullifies the law; it upholds it. Grace, or a pardon in this case, can only be possible because laws are broken. Grace without any law is an impossibility; grace cannot exist apart from the law. Does this mean that the pardoned murderer can kill again? No, it does not mean that he can kill again. This is where antinomians make their greatest error. Receiving grace does not mean that you are free to break laws; receiving a pardon is proof that laws are in place and are to be obeyed. Anyone who receives a pardon is expected to obey the law in the future. To break the law would be to place yourself under the law and the punishment it brings. A foolish man would break the law again, which would make a mockery of grace.

A truly repentant murderer would be ecstatic upon his release. He would not kill again; he would no longer be under the law, because he will not break it. The law is only for the guilty and disobedient. However, the law is still in effect for everyone who has been judged and sentenced and incarcerated for breaking the law. Likewise, Christians are not under the law, because they don’t break the law. Jesus was raised from the dead to immortality because he lived a sinless life and was innocent of breaking God’s law. This does not negate the law that has convicted us and given us the sentence of death. The law is what creation will be judged by on the last day, so there is sufficient proof that the law is still in effect. So not being under the law, as Paul said, in no way negates or abolishes God’s law. Even now, under human law, people have been executed or incarcerated for murder, rape, theft, fraud, lying, and so forth. Yet the only people who are under these laws are the guilty and condemned. Most people reading this are not on death row for murder, so we are not under the law of murder. But does this mean that if we commit murder, we will not be guilty? The law of murder is still in effect. And if you commit it, you will be under its punishment.

The same can be said about God’s law. It must be emphasized again that we are expected to repent and not break said law again and be under the law’s punishment. We are to have Christ in us, and Christ is not under the law because he is sinless. So Christians not being under the law in no way renders the law meaningless. We are required to obey the law as Christ did. We can tell if we are followers of Christ by obeying God’s law. This is also how we can discern good fruit from bad fruit, and where we stand in our spiritual walk.

Chapter 1

God’s Law Defined

Some believe that God’s law is still to be obeyed, but they incorrectly believe that God’s law is in the Ten Commandments alone. Others believe that God’s law includes all of the laws of the Old Testament and that transgressing any one of them is a sin. As we will see, first, the whole concept of only Ten Commandments is a misconception; God gave much more than Ten Commandments—closer to six hundred laws. Second, these so-called Ten Commandments don’t forbid some of the following: bestiality, greed (it is possible to be greedy and not covet someone else’s possessions), unforgiveness, drunkenness, and anal sex.

People who tend to push the Ten Commandments as God’s sole law (decalogist) like to point out that some laws Moses wrote were put in the side of the ark (Deut. 31:26), but the Ten Commandments were put in the ark (Deut. 10:5). The problem here is that they are putting a distinction in God’s law that does not exist. God commanded Moses to write down this law book in Deuteronomy 31:9–13. At no time did God tell him where to put this law book. But even if God did, does this mean that only the Ten Commandments are in effect, so men having sex with each other is no longer a sin? This proves that many people have made an idol out of the Ten Commandments, because this view voids all of God’s other laws, which he revealed to Moses. Many teachers set up false distinctions by stating that the “Law of Moses” is not the “Law of God.” This, however, is rather easily refuted in Nehemiah 8:1–3, 8.


And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before the water gate; and they spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month.

And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.


It should be clear from reading these verses that the “Law of Moses” and the “Law of God” are synonymous. Many people, who correctly believe that we still must obey God’s law, incorrectly believe that any violation of God’s law is a sin. But when scripture is compared to scripture, this is not the case.

Paul made it abundantly clear that faith does not void God’s law; being justified by faith does not mean that we disregard God’s law. 


Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yes, we establish the law (Rom 3:31).


Despite their best efforts, the antinomians are unsuccessful at portraying the apostle Paul as one of their own. Paul was an ardent follower of God’s law.


What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. Know you not, that to whom you yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants you are to whom you obey; whether of sin to death, or of obedience to righteousness (Rom. 6:15–16)?


The law makes a distinction between sin and death, and righteousness and life. Any antinomian who makes the claim that the law has passed away yet tells unbelievers to repent is totally ignorant of God’s laws and his ways. Righteousness can only come through obedience to the law. Likewise, sin and death can only come from breaking the law. God’s laws are holy and good; they are also spiritual.


Why the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin (Rom. 7:12, 14).


Yet there is a loud chorus of professing believers who state that Jesus destroyed the law. Some go so far as to say that the law is evil or represents darkness. Antinomians are stuck with a nonsensical belief system. When they say that the law was nailed to the cross or done away with at Calvary, they cannot preach repentance to the lost, as Paul stated in Romans 4:15.


Because the law works wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.


Not only is the law still in effect; it is eternal, even though God revealed his law progressively.
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