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INTRODUCTION 

FoR MORE than twenty years the thought _of the development of the 
second volume of the History of the A.M.E. Zion Church has been an 
uppermost idea of our mind. There have b_een reasons for the delay, 
however. The A.M.E. Zion Church has a great task within itself to 
encourage factual knowledge as the basis for its continuing existence. 
The First Volume, appearing in 1956 not only had rough sledding 
but the opposition to the presentation of a factual and documented 
work which undermined much of the legend about our founding and 
early history brought a sense of discouragement to the writer. At one 
time, for example, it was our province to. state in official circles that 
the Church must arrive at .the place of encouraging writing rather 
than discouraging it. It is naturally common knowledge of a student 
of history that the material written is never the final word in the 
light of the possibility of the uncovering of new material, but any 
starting point is more agreeable than no point of departure at all. 

A close examination of our years of existence as a denomination 
will reveal the painful fact that not more than ten major works have 
been written on the total life of the denomination in all of her 
history. To state that even these have had restrictive circulation is to 
point up even more vividly an unwise state of affairs. 

The collection of material has not only been slow but, in instances, 
discouraging. The denomination, in the future, should take more 
care in the keeping of records and the preservation of these records. 
Time, after time, for example, we have run across references to vital 
matters only to discover that because of the carelessness of the indivi
dual who handled the material or the eventual preservation of it, we 
have only that-the reference to it. 

In many instances the search for material has led down blind alleys 
and to keen disappointment but because of the need of a sincere 
beginning work there has been always the hope that success could be 
achieved eventually. In no small measure has been the individual en
couragement of three different source groups: the special group who 
submitted a resolution in the Thirty-seventh Quadrennial session of 
the general conference: from the Allegheny Conference, Charles H. 
Foggie, Arthaniel Harris and Henry McCreary III; from the Ohio 
Conference, J. Dallas Jenkins and Eugene E. Morgan; from the 
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Michigan Conference, James W. Eichelberger, N. L. Meeks and 
Richard L. Fisher; from the Philadelphia and Baltimore Conference, 
John Satterwhite; the Texas Conference, Harrel Gordon Tillman; 
the West Central Conference (North Carolina) Edgar French and 
Edgar F. Jones, and Mark Brown whose conference affiliation is not 
listed; 1 several members of the Board of Bishops including Stephen 
Gill Spottswood, Herbert Bell Shaw and William Alexander 
Hilliard, and Mrs. Alice Fauntleroy Royal who has diligently in
quired about the progress of the work and aided in its publishing. 

The need to faithfully report facts of history, and, if moved to do 
so, in the light of those facts, present one's own conclusions and 
opinions, is the imperative duty of any writer. Of course, it goes 
without saying, facts as they are discoverable are essential before 
interpretation. In addition, the writer of history, whether it is 
secular or religious, must lay emphasis upon the conviction that 
God is, that the revelation of faith and man's humility in the 
universe exists, despite all which may appear or which denies this 
existence. The belief that if the struggle is meaningful, if the 
participants are really a part of God's plan, some portions or seg
ments of their actions and their lives are therefore directed to the 
development of the God Plan. 

If the conviction that God has a pattern for His world is valid, 
someone at some time must stumble upon vestiges of its outline and 
bring it into human focus. All too frequently the vehicle may be 
different from current suggestion and desire. Zion Methodism, that is 
the total Church, priest and people alike, must somehow become 
aware of the importance of the past and its relationship to the 
present and future. It is a current belief that only by examination 
and reexamination of the past can the program of present and future 
be charted and moved towards their logical and realistic conclusion. 
Herein, then, one sees the vital need of true and accurate reporting 
of fact and fact interpretation. To deal carelessly with either from 
ignorance or studied intent throws everyone who accepts the position 
off balance, and, off course, and, in instances, into un-Christian 
thinking and relationships. 

As a Christian, such a person may then become unknowingly or 
unintentionally untruthful. As a teacher of the past and an inter-

1 Official Journal Thirty-Seventh Quadrennial Session, General Conference, In
dianapolis, Indiana, 1964, 537 
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preter of the present he or she misguides, anci as a pr1est ( anci we 
subscribe to the universal priesthood of all believers) he or she is an 
uninformed advisor or a false prophet. Two groups are therefore vic
tims of his understanding-the people whom he or she seeks to lead 
and the people sinned against, for room in every equation must be 
made for the sincere Christians of today's and yesterday's generations 
even though we possess the urge to measure beliefs and deeds by the 
thinking of our time and generation. This appears to be the forgot
ten dimension of our age,-a great part of our immediate dilemma 
and fears. 

When one uses as a measuring rod of behavior the need that each 
person must act responsibly, as best he or she can, there comes a new 
appreciation of the past and its accomplishments. If we do not 
observe this, do not react to our own responsibility and set out to 
ignore our God given assignment,-or we seek deliberately to misin
terpret it, we betray not only ourselves but our fellowmen, who, by 
their act, have evinced belief in us. Above all, in this instance, we 
have ignored as well, the God charge given. 

The avid student however, should recognize two things,-the 
possibility of honest mistake and the inability of the attainment of 
perfection, both by men and of systems-above the critical analysis of 
either contemporaries or the future. No doubt this factor is involved 
in America's present crisis in human relations. Honest ignorance 
may team up with reluctance of involvement and imperfection to 
delay the arrival of goals. Races of men, the old and the young, are 
all caught up in imperfection. When there is no perfection we be
come critical and even hostile. When there may be no immediate 
and final solution we may seize upon revolt all to hastily. Howard 
Grimes, for example, in his Through-The-Week Text: THE 
CHRISTIAN VIEWS OF HISTORY says: "The question for the 
Christian is not whether the basic problems of history can be elim
inated but rather how they can be alleviated." 

The Church, then has merely struggled with immediate problems 
as they have presented themselves. At times she has been thwarted in 
her decision making only to be snowed under by demanding sit
uations clamoring for attention. When this has occurred, only par
tial solutions have been devised;-an example of this would be the 
retirement of Bishops. 

Of course, present and future must see and recognize the slow 
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movement of change, and this to a marked degree in the Church 
which sings and believes in "Give Me That Old Time Religion," no 
doubt because of the imagined and perhaps, security and familiarity 
in the lack or the absence of change. Like the great ocean liner 
that takes hours to reach her berth once she is in the harbor while 
the small launch comes to port quickly, so the Church assumed 
time, the time of years and decades to respond to the helm. 

The author wishes to thank the following for aid in preparing this 
manuscript: 

Mrs. Harriette Bradley 
Mrs. James Clair Taylor 
Mrs. Emily Hagar 
Miss Elizabeth Lewis 
Miss Elsie Nelson 

The reader should note the difficulty the writer has experienced 
in the varied spelling of names. In many instances the Secretary of 
Minutes has not been sure himself so more than one way of spelling 
a name has been found. For example: Petty has many times been 
Pettey etc. 
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CHAPTER I 

New Facts From Old History 
THE FIRST volume of the History of the A. M. E. Zion Church, 

1796-1872 was written with the underlying thought in mind 
that there would be new material discovered as time would go on. 
This has proved correct and as we have run across this matter we 
have felt that the second book should begin with an acknowledgment 
of them. We hope that, in years to come that which we have brought 
together will be of valuable use to any future student interested 
in the History of this branch of Methodism. 

The Minutes of the General Conference of 1848 were printed 
along with those of the existing four annual conferences of the time, 
the Baltimore, the Philadelphia, the New York and the New 
England Conferences. For some reason those of the New England 
Conference were relatively short, occupying only two printed pages. 
The little pamphlet was printed by G. W. Okie of 101 Canal Street, 
New York and was prepared by the Reverend John A. King, Rev. T. 
Eato, and the Reverend Peter Ross. 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
The General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 

Church in America, met according to appointment in Zion's Church, 
corner of Church and Leonard Streets May 29, 1848. 

The session was opened with singing and prayer. 
When Reverend C. Rush addressed the conference in a very ap

propriate manner, touching the general interest of our connection, and 
also stating that the term for which he had been elected to serve the 
connection as their Superintendent had expired, &c. 

On motion of the house, the Rev. John Dungy was appointed Presi
dent; Rev. Edward Johnson, Vice President, and J. J. Moore, Secretary, 
until the proper Superintendent was elected. 

By motion the names of the proper members of the General Con
ference were announced there being 46 in number. 

On motion of the house a committee of seven was appointed to nom
inate a candidate, for the General Superintendent, and also for Assis
tant Superintendent. Committee On Nomination:-Solomon T. Scott, 
Pa.: S. T. Gray, New England; Peter Ross, N. Y.; J. J. Moore, Balt.; Ed 
Johnson, Pa.; William H. Bishop, N. Y.; J. J. Clinton, Pa. 

The Committee retired and after a short absence returned, and on 
motion made the following report: For General Superintendents, Rev. 
C. Rush and James Simmons. For Assistant Superintendents, Rev. Geo. 
Gelbreth and J.P. Thompson. 

11 



HISTORY OF THE A.M.E. ZION CHURCH 

The report was received and the Committee discharged. 
By a motion of the Conference, the following persons were ap

pointed Judges of Election: Wm. H. Bishop, George A. Spywood, Ed
ward Johnson. 

The Judges took their seats, when, it was on motion, 
Resolved, That the General Superintendent be elected first. 

The house then proceeded to the election. The votes were cast and 
counted, which gave the Rev. Christopher Rush a large majority over 
the opposite candidate. The polls were then reopened. The members 
cast their votes for Assistant Superintendent. The election resulted in 
favor of Rev. George Gelbreth, he having a large majority over the op
posite candidate. The Judges then proclaimed the Rev. C. Rush, 
General Superintendent, and the Rev. Geo. Gelbreth, Assistant 
Superintendent. The Superintendents were then conducted to their 
seats by three of the oldest elders present. 

The ministers of the Conference congratulated the Superintendents 
on their election on which Superintendent Rush arose and addressed 
the Conference in a very feeling manner on their general duty, and 
also alluded to his willingness to labor in the future for their general 
good to the utmost of his ability, as he had endeavored to do in the 
past, to which address the house made a general response of favorable 
feelings. 

The Rev. G. Gelbreth then addressed the Conference. He alluded in 
his remarks to the great responsibility the Conference had imposed 
upon him and his duty to God and his brethren, and intention to 
maintain the confidence reposed in him &c. The election of Superin
tendents being concluded, the Conference adjourned. 

Tuesday Morning, 9 O'clock 
The Conference assembled on Tuesday morning, agreeable to ad

journment-the Rev. Supt. Rush in the chair, associated with the Assis
tant Superintendent Rev. G. Gelbreth. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

New York:-Rev. C. Rush,.Wm. H. Bishop, John P. Thompson, J.C. 
Spence, Timothy Eato, George Gennett, J. A. King, Peter Vanhass, 
Joseph P. Thompson, Henry Johnson, J. W. Louguin, Sampson 
Talbot, Geo. Tredwell, J. A. Williams, John Tappan, Ed. H. Bishop, 
Peter Ross. 

Pennsylvania:-David Stevens, George Gelbreth, A. Cole, Solomon 
T. Scott, John J. Moore, S. Golden, Moses Gales, Joseph Sinclair, N. H. 
Terpin, J. J. Clinton, Basal Mackall, Wm. Jones, Peter Fulman, Jacob 
Trusty. 

New England:-James Simmons, Thomas Hensen, Daniel Van
devere, S. T. Gray, Joseph Hicks. 

The house proceeded to business, after being organized, by calling 
the Roll, reading and adopting the doings of the previous day-when 
it was on motion, 

Resolved, That there be a Committee of nine appointed on Revision 
of the Discipline, from the different Annual Conferences. 
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The Circular on Revision was then read. On motion the letters con
taining the decision of the Quarterly Conferences on the Circular on 
Revision of 1844, was read in the audience. of the Conference prior to 
their being submitted to the Committee on Revision when on motion 
the documents from the different Quarterly Conferences on Revision, 
were submitted to the Committee on Revision for their consideration. 
The Committee were then appointed as follows: 
David Stevens, Pa.; Wm. H. Bishop, N. Y.; J. A. King, N. Y.; Thomas 
Henson, N. E.; J. J. Moore, Baltimore. • 

After some remarks on different topics, pertaining to the general in
terest of the connection, the house adjourned to Wednesday morning, 
9 o'clock. 

Wednesday Morning, May 31st. 
Conference assembled agreeable to adjournment. Supt. Rush in the 

chair, with his associate Rev. G. Gelbreth. House organized in usual 
way. Roll was called. Minutes read and adopted. When the Committee 
on revision retired by resolution. When the remainder of this day and 
the two following days, Thursday and Friday, June 1st and 2nd, were 
spent in discussing questions and passing resolutions, pertaining to the 
general interest of our connection. 

Saturday Morning, June 3rd 
Conference met according to adjournment. The Rev. Superin

tendents in the chairs. Organized in the usual way. Roll was called. 
Minutes of the previous day read and adopted. When the Committee 
on Revision returned, and on motion made their report, which was on 
motion received by the house, and the Committee were discharged. On 
motion, J. J. Moore was appointed to read the Minutes of the Commit
tee on Revision, and that the house take up the subject of the revision 
by sections or paragraphs, proceeded by calling for the reading of the 
Title Page, which was as follows: The African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church in America. Brother G. A. Spywood, took the floor to 
show the great necessity of striking out the word "African," and after 
he had shown some of the reasons for its removal, S. T. Gray arose to 
show reasons for its being retained. The discussion continued up to the 
hour of adjournment. 

Monday, Morning, June 5th 
The Conference met according to adjournment-Rev. C. Rush in 

the chair. The Rev. G. Gelbreth also present. House organized in the 
usual way. Roll was called. Minutes of the previous session read and 
adopted. 

The same discussion arose on the word Zion and the word Connec
tion. That is to say, whether the Title Page should read so as to say Af. 
M. Ep. Church in America, or read so as to say Af. M. Ep. Zion Con
nection in America. After much discussion on the subject, several mo
tions were made relative to it. It was finally decided, on motion of the 
house, that the following be the Title of our connection: The African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in America. 

The General Conference was occupied from the 3d until the 13th of 
13 
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June mostly with the report of the Committee on Revision of the 
Discipline, which report, after much debate and many amendments, 
was finally got through with and adopted by the General Conference, 
June 13th, 1848. 

Wednesday Morning, June 14th 
Conference met according to adjournment. The Rev. Superin

tendents both present. Opened in the usual way, with reading a por
tion of the Scripture, singing and prayer. Roll of membership was 
called. Minutes were read and adopted. After which several letters 
relating to the Conference were read. When it was on motion 
Resolved, That the General Conference proceed to set off a Conference 
embracing such portion of the State of New York, west of the Hudson 
River, as may be determined upon. And also, on motion, that there be 
a Conference set off in western Pennsylvania. The house adjourned to 
9 o'clock, Thursday morning. 

Thursday Morning, June 15th 
Conference opened agreeable to adjournment. Rev. Superintendents 

in their seats. Opened in the usual way. Roll was called. Minutes read 
and adopted. When, on motion of the house, there was a Committee of 
five appointed to determine the bounds of the Conference in western 
New York. Committees names as follows: John Tappan, J. W. Loguin, 
Joseph P. Thompson, J. A. Williams, John P. Thompson. 

The above Committee retired a short time, and returned with the 
following report, as follows: Making the City of Albany the eastern 
boundary; from thence a northerly direction, up the Canal to Lake 
Champlain, and from thence to the Canada line, returning to Albany; 
then running a line a south-westerly direction to the Eastern boundary 
line of the Alleghany Conference. The above report was received, 
adopted, and the Committee discharged. It was, on motion-
Resolved, That the Conference set off as described above, shall be 
known by the name of Genessee Conference. The Conference set off in 
western Pennsylvania to be called the Alleghany Conference, is 
bounded as follows: From Bedford to Hallidaysburg, all that part of 
the State lying west of the Alleghany Mountain, extending to Lake 
Erie; then south running to the Ohio line, thence east to the Alleghany 
Mountain on the Maryland line. Thus forming a district which shall 
have its location in the city of Pittsburg. It was farther, on motion, 
Resolved, That the Genessee Conference meet on the second Saturday 
in September, 1849, and also that the Alleghany Conference meet on 
the third Saturday in August, 1849. 

The Conference then passed a resolution that there should be 
Three Book Agents appointed, to be known throughout the connection 
as the Central Agents, and that the Rev. Superintendent appoint said 
Central Agents. 

The Superintendent proceeded to appoint the following brethren, 
Book Agents. 

REv. JOHN A. KING, Chairman 
REV. TIMOTHY EATON, Treasurer 
REv. PETER Ross, Secretary 
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On motion of the Conference, Rev. Edward Johnson was appointed 
Book Agent for the Philadelphia District. Rev. John J. Moore, for the 
Baltimore District, and Rev. James Simmons for the New England 
District. 

House adjourned to Friday, June 16th, 9 o'clock. 

Friday Morning, June 16th 
Conference met according to adjournment. Rev. Superintendents 

presiding. Organized in the usual manner. Roll was called, Minutes 
read and adopted. · 

The first thing introduced to the Conference this morning for their 
consideraton, was the Manual Labor School. The Superintendent arose 
and informed the Conference that he had purchased the land for the 
connection, in the county of Essex, State of New York, for to establish 
the institution upon. After which the following preamble and Con
stitution was read in the audience of the house, and adopted by the 
General Conference. 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas, we the ministry of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church in America, feeling as we do that many of the difficulties 
which we have to labor grow out of the fact that there is a great lack 
of education among us. Man, viewed as being susceptible of hap
piness and capable of responsible action, sustaining a thousand rela
tions, involving as many duties: whatever, therefore, tends to in
crease this susceptibility and enlarge this capacity, must exalt his 
nature and promote the benevolent purpose for which he was 
created. Such is the tendency of a well-directed education of virtuous 
example, of sound philosophy and theology, indeed of everything 
which gives the understanding a controlling influence over the 
grosser passions, of everything which purifies and regulates the 
feeling, without diminishing their order or depriving them of their 
appropriate objects. And among the many causes which conspire to 
produce this effect, none is so efficient as a well directed education. 
Therefore, those persons whose names are here connected, do agree 
to form an institution, having for its object the establishment of 
prominent schools of education preparatory to the ministry, and with 
other useful information calculated to elevate our whole people, do 
agree to be governed by the following Constitution and other By
Laws, which may be found necessary for carrying out the object set 
forth in this Preamble. 

CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE I 

This institution shall be known by the name of the "Rush 
Academy," Essex county, State of New York. 

ARTICLE II 
Every subscriber for one dollar and fifty cents, or more, per an

num, shall be a member of this institution, and shall be entitled to 
the privilege of membership. 
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ARTICLE III 

The funds raised by annual subscription or otherwise, shall be ap
propriated under the direction of the Committee of Managers to 
defraying the necessary expenses, as well as the general expenses of 
the institution. 

ARTICLE IV 

Every subscriber, at the time of subscribing, shall direct to what 
particular department the amount of his or their subscription shall 
be appropriated-all donations shall be deemed the permanent prop
erty of the institution. The institution may, however, at its annual 
meeting or other legal meetings, authorize a sale of any of its per
manent property for the purpose of reinvestment for others more 
desirable or advantageous. 

ARTICLEV 

The officers of this institution shall consist of a President, four 
Vice Presidents, Corresponding and Recording Secretaries, a 
Treasurer, a Committee of Twenty-five of which shall be located in 
and about the city of New York with the Corresponding and Record
ing Secretaries. Each set of Committee not provided for in this Con
stitution shall have power to appoint their own Secretaries and 
Agents. 

ARTICLE VI 
It shall be the duty of the President to preside at the annual meet

ings of the institution, to watch over its interests generally; to recom
mend such measures as he may deem calculated to promote the ob
ject of the institution, and to call meetings of the same when he may 
think the good of the institution requires it, or when requested so to 
do by the Committee of Managers. The Vice Presidents shall set as 
Chairmen in their different sections of the Committee, possessing all 
the power of the President in their respective bodies. 

ARTICLE VII 

It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to institute and 
carry on the correspondence between the general committee of 
management, the Secretaries and Agents of the different depart
ments, and to lay before the general committee all letters and com
munications he shall receive; to pay over to the Recording Secretary 
monthly, or oftener if required, all monies which shall come into his 
hands, and to perform such other duties appertaining to his office as 
may be prescribed by said Committee of Managers. 

ARTICLE VIII 

It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to keep the records 
of the institution and of the General Committee of Management; to 
receive all the monies of the institution, and to pay over the same 
monthly, or oftener if reguired, to the Treasurer, taking his receipt, 
therefor. He shall have m Charge the seal of the institution, and 
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shall affix the same to such documents and papers and in such man
ner as shall be ordained by the Committee of Management. And he 
shall attend to and perform such other duties appertaining to his 
office as the President may direct. 

ARTICLE IX 
It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all the monies of 

the institution from the Recording Se,retary, and disburse the same 
as shall be directed by the General Committee or by such sub
committee as they shall appoint or substitute, keeping regular hooks 
of entry and accounts of all such receipts and disbursements, and to 
report to the Committee of Management the state of the Treasury as 
often as requested to do. He shall, one week previous to the annual 
meeting of the institution in each year, render to the Committee of 
Management a full and complete report of all monies received and 
disbursed by him and of the state of the Treasury. 

ARTICLE X 
The General Committee of Managers shall have the general super

vision and management of the interest and affairs of the institution; 
they shall open and conduct all negotiations for the purchase of any 
property for the institution, taking care, however, to respect each 
branch of the committee, and the actual funds of the institution may 
warrant. They shall provide for the preservation and increase of the 
property of the institution. They shall have power to appoint Com
mittees or Agents, as the interests of the institution shall seem to 
them to require; to prescribe their respective duties and fix their 
compensation, and they may adopt and execute generally such 
measures as shall to them appear to be proper in emergencies and 
necessary to carry out the objects of this institution. 

ARTICLE XI 
The Committee of Management shall at every annual meeting of 

the institution, render a full report of their proceedings during the 
year, stating the principles governing them in their selection of 
purchases, entering into such details as they shall think proper, and 
of interest to their associates. 

ARTICLE XII 
All annual subscriptions to the institution shall be for the current 

year, expiring on the first day of the following year. No subscriber 
shall be entitled to the privileges of membership until his subscrip
tion has been paid. 

ARTICLE XIII 
It shall he the duty of the Committee of Managers to frame a code 

of By-Laws for their own as well as the further government of the 
institution. Providing such By-Laws are not repugnant to this Con
stitution. Which By-Laws for the latter shall be submitted to the 
members, at a meeting of the institution for their approval. 
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ARTICLE XIV 
This Constitution may be altered or amended by the annual meet

ing of the institution, or at a meeting called for said purpose by a 
two-thirds vote of the members present. 

The above Constitution was adopted by the General Conference, 
June 16th, 1848. Adjourned to Saturday morning, 9 o'clock. 

Saturday Morning, June 17 
Conference assembled according to adjournment. Rev. Superinten

dents in the chair. Opened with the usual religious ceremony. Roll 
was called. Minutes read and adopted. After which the following 
resolutions were passed. 

1st, By motion of the house the Rev. Geo. Gelbreth was appointed 
President of the Rush Academy, and the Rev. Christopher Rush, 
Treasurer of the said institution. And also the Rev. Peter Ross was 
appointed by the Conference Vice President of the Rush Academy 
for the New York Conference. 

The General Conference then authorized Superintendent Rush to 
appoint Secretaries and the other three Vice Presidents of the above 
institution. It was, on motion-

Resolved, By the General Conference, that the Constitution of the 
School Fund be so altered or amended as to allow each Vice President 
appointed by the Conference, from time to time, to organize a Com
mittee in his district sufficient to meet the demands of the Constitu
tion. 

It was further, on motion-
Resolved, That the Central Committee draw a plan of said building, 
and an estimate of the cost of the same, and submit it to their acting 
committees as soon as possible. 

Also, on motion-
Resolved, That the Central Committee of the School Fund are re
quested to appoint their Agents, and make their appeal to the public 
as soon as practicable. 

OnMotion-
Resolved, That the Book Agents are authorized to have printed one 
thousand copies of the Minutes of the Conferences. And also they are 
authorized to have three hundred copies of the Discipline bound. 

Onmotion-
Resolved, That in view of the bill presented to the Conference 
against the Publishing Committee for printing one thousand copies 
of our Hymn Books, that the General Conference receive the stock 
bargained for, paying the balance of the printer's bill. 

On motion of the House the following Constitution was received and 
adopted by the General Conference. 
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CONSTITUTION 
Of the Ministers' Mutual Benefit Society 

·ARTICLE. I 
This Society shall be called the Preachers' Mutual Benefit Society 

of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in America, and is 
established for the benefit of destitute superannuated Preachers, 
their Widows and Orphans. 

ARTICLE II 
Any Preacher of this Connection may become a member of this So

ciety by paying one dollar initiation and the further sum of one 
dollar annually. 

ARTICLE III 
No minister shall be entitled to share in the benefits of this Society 

who is not a contributor, and who has not done at least five years 
effective service in the Itineracy of the Connection. 

ARTICLE VI 
The funds of this Society shall be paid over to the General Agent 

of the African Methodist Episcopal Book Concern, and shall be con
sidered a loan to said concern so long as they may be needed. 

ARTICLE V 
It shall be the duty of the Agent to keep a separate book for such 

funds, which shall contain the names of each contributor, and the 
Conference within whose bounds he or she may reside. 

ARTICLE VI 
Dividends shall be made annually of the interest at six percent, to 

each yearly Conference, in proportion to the amount which has been 
paid from within the bounds of each Conference, which dividends 
shall commence when one thousand dollars have been paid in, and 
which the Conference may have added to the capital, when there are 
no such cases as specified in the 1st and 3rd Articles. 

ARTICLE VII 
The General Agent shall give his receipt for all monies paid him 

for the above purposes, which receipts shall be entered on a book 
kept by the several yearly Conferences for that purPose. 

ARTICLE VIII 
When the permanent funds of this Society are no longer needed in 

the Book Concern, they shall be loaned at six per cent on security of 
real estate to at least twice the amount of the loan, and the interest 
shall be paid annually to the general Agent, who shall pay the same 
to the several Annual Conferences as specified in Art. 6. 
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ARTICLE IX 
The business of this Society shall be conducted by a Committee 

appointed by the General Conference, to consist of an equal number 
of ministers from each annual Conference. 

ARTICLE X 
When contributors shall remove from one Conference to another, 

or when alterations shall be made in the boundaries of Conferences, 
the Book of the Agent shall be so regulated as to give each Con
ference its proper claim-he being duly notified. 

ARTICLE XI 
Each yearly Conference shall appropriate its portion of dividends 

among its proper claimants, according to the judgment of necessi
ties. 

ARTICLE XII 
This Constitution may be altered or amended by a majority of the 

members at any General Conference of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church in America, so as not to effect its general 
principles. 

The following special action of the Council, confirmed by the Gen-
eral Conference, as follows: 

At a special meeting called by the Superintendent from emergency, to 
consider the propriety or impropriety of ordaining Mr. Robert 
Charles Henderson from Demerara. 

Persons were present from the New England and New York Con
ferences. Rev. C. Rush, General Superintendent; Daniel Vandevere, 
James Simmons, John P. Thompson, Timothy Eato, Wm. H. Bishop. 

The meeting organized by calling the Rev. C. Rush to the chair. D. 
Vandevere, Secretary. A letter was then presented by the Superin
tendent from Geo. A. Spywood of Boston, recommending brother R. C. 
Henderson to favorable notice, with documents from the Church and 
Society in St. Paul's Parish, East Sea Coast, county of Demerara, W. I., 
desiring said R. C. Henderson to be set apart or ordained an Elder and 
sent to them. The documents were then read. It was then, on mo
tion-

Resolved, That the Superintendent open a correspondence with R. 
C. Henderson on these essential points, relating to his connecting 
himself with the American Church, and the toleration act of his 
country. 

Which correspondence was had, and his answers were clear and lucid, 
and very satisfactory extending beyond enquiry. It was then thought 
best under the circumstances, by the council, that the Superintendent 
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proceed immediately to Boston and accomplish the wishes of the peti-
tioners. · 
New York, July 12th, 1847. 
Approved by the General Conference, June 12th, 1848. 

The General Conference adjourned after eighteen days session, to 
meet on the fourth Saturday in June in Wesley Church, city of Phila
delphia, Pa., 1852. 

New York, June 17th, 1848 
REV. CHRISTOPHER RusH, General Superintendent 
REv. GEORGE GELBRETH, Assistant Superintendent 

SAMPSON TALBOT, Secretary 

As the General Conference of 1848 provided for the organization 
of the two new Annual Conferences it is interesting to note the 
churches which composed the two areas: The Alleghany, as it was 
then spelled, was composed of the following circuits and stations: 
The Pittsburg Circuit consisted of Pittsburg (45 members), 
Washington, Pa. (22 members), and Bridgewater (13 members). 
Evidently the first named now is known as Wesley Center and John 
Wesley in that city. There is still a Washington, Pa. congregation, 
while the Bridgewater Church no longer exists. The second circuit 
consisted of Bedford, after which it was named, with 37 members, 
Hallidaysburg, as it is written, had listed 15 members, Johnstown 
listed 12 and Blairsville 14. All of these churches are still existent. 
The Third circuit, now a part of the Philadelphia and Baltimore 
Conference (Chambersburg, 100 members, Shippensburg with 28 
members, Carlisle with 31 and Brownsville, the latter not now 
known with 30 members) and the fourth group, likewise of that 
Conference (York, 95 members, Gettysburg, 60 members, Barus, 31 
members, Peach Bottom, 22 members, Columbia, 32 members, 
Chansford, 10 members, Center 15, and Lancaster, 8 members) are 
noted. It is not clear whether any of the following churches were set 
off with the Allegheny Conference, although at least one of these 
points is west of the line drawn: Lewistown (42); Bellefonte (48); 
Perryville, 14: and Williamsport (45). Listed also is Alleghany Sta
tion in the appointments when David Stevens was assigned. Other 
appointments made to this new Western area were: Pittsburg Cir
cuit, Jacob Trusty, "in his charge" Isaac Coleman, William Burley; 
Bedford Circuit, Shadrach Golden: Lewistown Circuit, Joseph 
Sinclair, "in his charge" Peter Fulman, Charles J. Carter. 1 Con-

1 Minutes of the Philadelphia Conference of 1848, 17, 18. 
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ference support was paid by Blairsville and (40¢) and Alleghany 
Station, $1.00. 

While no elaboration is made on one of the resolutions offered at 
the session, one wonders about a paper which appears to have en
joyed partial Conference support: 

Resolved: That this Conference cannot support the paper published in 
Pittsburg called the Mystery, as it has become a party paper.a 

Another resolution evidently had to do with a discussion on the 
episcopacy for it is stated: 

Resolved, That the African Methodist E. Church repudiates the 
bishopric set up by any and every church, digressing from the Apostolic 
principles-and that we, as a connection, will stand on the mode layed 
down by our father in Methodism. 

The Genesee Conference, on its formation, evidently was com
posed of the following points: Syracuse (23) ; Little Falls (23) ; 
Oswego (no membership listing); Sodus (20); Canandaigua, (14): 
Ithaca (30) ; Utica (9) . These were members of that which was 
called the Syracuse Circuit. There were two other circuits in this 
Conference: Bath Circuit consisting of Bath (13); Elmira (47); 
Binghampton (35) ; Montrose (23) ; and Auburn Station (20) : 
Rochester Circuit, consisting of Rochester (45) and Lockport 
(18) .3 

In the chapter dealing with the Days of Reconstruction more will 
be said about the work in Nova Scotia but in the year in which we 
are dealing Halifax, Nova Scotia, listed as the British America 
Mission reported 72 members. While in the reporting of appoint
ments made this church was to be supplied, S. Giles was sent as a 
Missionary to the Province of Nova Scotia. 

Frequently the insistence of these early churchmen for equality of 
opportunity is overlooked so it is of interest to note too, the resolu
tion on this matter: 

Resolved: That the color of a man's skin is no objection to his becom
ing a member of this Conference. 

It was in this Conference as well that John P. Thompson "was 
suspended from all official standing" for refusing to travel. 

• Minutes of the Philadelphia Conference of 1848, 19. 
• Minutes of the New York Annual Conference, 1848, 21. 
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The New England Conference has one item of extreme interest in 
that year. The Rev. G. A. Spywood was designated "oversight," an 
early term for that which we now know as "Presiding Elder."' 

In the Baltimore Annual Conference minutes of 1851, the con
troversy over the matter of the title of Superintendent and that of 
Bishop is exhibited in the following: 

Resolved, That this Conference consider the use of the word, Bishop, 
and the Third Ordination, as set forth in the new Discipline of 1851, as 
inconsistent with our form of Church Government.& 

The Philadelphia Conference concurred in this resolution. 6 

The Genesee Conference evidently ran into difficulty in its first 
sessions for the New York Conference noted: "Resolved, That the 
Genesee Conference be held on the second Saturday in September, 
A.D. 1851." Earlier, Superintendent Rush had stated that an effort 
should be made to "resuscitate" that Conference. Discussion followed 
and the resolution resulted. A second resolution was likewise drawn 
on the subject: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to write letters to the 
various societies in the West, informing them of the decision of this 
Conference, and they that use their influence in procuring means to 
support the said Conference.7 

The New York Conference likewise approved of the action re: the 
Superintendent and Bishop controversy, as noted in the Baltimore 
area. 

At this session of the New York Conference a petition was received 
from the "People of Liverpool, Nova Scotia" but the matter was laid 
on the table. Another Church reported from this area as well, Cub
bigut Road (with nine members). 

The Conference also received a communication from its 
Missionary in Demerara, Brother Henderson, requesting hymn 
books.8 These were not sent simply because they were not available, 
but the Superintendent hoped this could be remedied. 

According to the new plans of the New York Conference, the 

• Minutes of the Fourth Annual New England Conference, 23 (1848). 
• Minutes of the Baltimore Annual Conference, 1851, 6. 
• Minutes of the Philadelphia Annual Conference of 1851, 12. 
'Ibid. 
• Minutes of the New York Annual Conference of 1851, 19. 
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Genesee Conference met in "Zion's Church, in the village of Ithaca, 
Saturday Afternoon, Sept., 13, 1851." 9 Churches reporting at this 
session were Binghamton, (40), Elmira (30), Syracuse, Auburn, 
Montrose (30), Rochester, Ithaca (35), Rockton and Lockport. 
Sunday Schools were reported from Elmira (40), Binghamton (30), 
Montrose and Ithaca (25) .10 

Confusion exists where the matter of a J. W. Logain is concerned. 
It is not clear as to whether this is J. W. Loguen or a different indivi
dual. However, J. W. Logain had requested to withdraw from the 
connexion so this matter was taken up by the Conference. It ap
peared that some correspondence had gone on between him and the 
Superintendent and this was brought into the discussion. A motion 
was finally made that his request be granted but it was lost. The mat
ter was laid aside for the time being but was taken up again the next 
day when a resolution was passed stating "That the case of J. W. 
Logain be laid over until the next sitting of the New York Con
ference, third Saturday in May A. D. 1852." 11 As the Conference 
concluded John Anderson was appointed to Ithaca Station, 
Binghamton, Elmira and Montrose were to be pastored by John A. 
Williams with Leonard Patterson assisting. Edwin H. Bishop was 
assigned to Rochester and Lockport while the Syracuse Circuit had 
John Tappan with John Thomas and Geo. Bausley assisting, work
ing with Auburn, Syracuse and Rockton. 

By the Conference of 1853 the great division within the Church 
had taken place and a segment had withdrawn. The Genesee Con
ference found it necessary to take some type of action. The following 
is noted: "The house resolved to appoint four brethren to lay before 
the public some of the facts which caused the rebellious faction to 
leave the African Methodist Episcopal Zion connection. The Presi
dent appointed the Rev. J. J. Clinton, J. Trusty, S. Collins, J. A. 
Williams. Accordingly a note was prepared and read to the public, 
inviting the people at large to hear these 'brethren make the state
ments on the afternoon of to-morrow.' " 12 

Meanwhile the Conference took other matters under advisement 
among them being the statement of the Rev. James Harper of 

• Minutes of the Genesee Annual Conference, 1851, 3. 
10 Ibid., 9. 
11 lbid., 6. 
11 Minutes of the Genesee Annual Conference, 1853 (Andrus, Gauntlett and Co's 

Steam Power Press, Ithaca, N. Y.) 5. 
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Canada who requested that the Genesee-Conference establish an An
nual Conference in Canada. The Conference then passed the follow
ing resolution: "Resolved, That an am;mal Conference be held in the 
city of Hamilton on the 15th of October, 1853." 13 

A period of remembrance was set aside for the late Assistant 
Superintendent, Rev. George Galbrath who had passed away on 
April 6, 1853. 

The situation within the denomination appeared to be one which 
could not be taken lightly. & the Conference carefully examined 
and answered each of the disciplinary questions from the very open
ing of the Conference until its closing day, it finally wound up its 
work, by again returning to this vexing matter: 

SYNOPSIS OF MATIER PRESENTED BEFORE THE CHURCH AND 
CONGREGATION OF ELMIRA, IN REFERENCE TO THE 
RELIGIOUS FACTION OF SECEDERS FROM THE AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CONNEXION. 

These were presented in connection with the synopsis printed and 
published by the New York Annual Conference proper, who met at 
Williamsburg June 9, 1853, by Rev. Jacob Trusty, of D. C.; Rev. 
Leonard Collins of Bridgport; Rev. Joseph J. Clinton of Philadelphia; 
Rev. John A. Williams of Sackets Harbor, L.I. 

1st. By J. Trusty, that Ex-Superintendent Rush, in 1852, at the 
General Conference held in Philadelphia, came to him, as one of the 
nominating committee, and told him to keep Rev. Wm. H. Bishop off 
the ticket and put their's on. It was fully proven that the cause was a 
wicked aspiration for office. The synopsis of Williamsburg, L. I. here 
added, will give full satisfaction. (See Synopsis.) 14 

The Conference then adjourned. 

SYNOPSIS OF MATTERS 

PERTAINING TO THE INTERESTS OF THE AFRICAN METIIODIST EPISCOPAL 
ZION CHURCH 

In accordance with the appointment of the Conference in the selection 
of a committee of five to lay before the public in circular form the 
causes which lead to the removal of the New York A.M.E. Zion Annual 
Conference proper, to Williamsburg, L. I., beg leave to state a few facts 
out of the many, which are as follows:-

The ejecting of the Rev. W. H. Bishop from the chair, by a portion of 
the conference members, appointing Rev. John C. Spencer to fill it, the 

18 Ibid., 7 
u Minutes of the Genesee Annual Conference of 1853, 12. 
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reason given by the revolters and usurpers in justification of their 
rebellious course of procedure, was, a pretended charge against his 
moral character, the charge was preferred by Joseph P. Thompson, who 
put it in the hands of Rev. Demsy Kennedy, who was then pastor of 
Zion Church, New York, he forwarded it to Supt. Bishop, November of 
1852, the Supt. was then in Western New York, on official duty; not
withstanding the illegality of the call, Supt. returned from the West, 
took with him an Elder, repaired forthwith to New York, called on the 
Rev. D. Kennedy and after informing him of the illegal manner in 
which he had called him to trial, he stated to Rev. Kennedy that he 
stood before him an accused person, and after demanding of him the 
specification of the charge told him he was ready for trial. In answer to 
which, Elder Kennedy said to Supt. Bishop that he did not know the 
particulars in the charge and was not prepared to give any specification 
respecting it, and referred him to Joseph P. Thompson, refusing to 
take any further action in the premises. The Supt. failing to obtain any 
satisfaction, and being indifferently treated was from the necessity of 
the case compelled to give the matter up. Subsequently he called on 
Rev. Kennedy who solicited him to preach and assist him to administer 
the Lord's Supper which he complied with, and was more or less in 
New York for several weeks successively, occasionally calling on Rev. 
Kennedy. The Supt. having learned from reliable sources that he had 
been grossly and maliciously misrepresented; the Rev. Kennedy having 
repeated that he (Bishop) had organized societies under another 
name, instead of the A.M.E.Z. Church in American, and furthermore, 
asserted that he had divided and destroyed the whole connection and 
that he was no supt., which report was contradicted in the Zion Church 
by the supt. to a crowded audience; after this contradiction, the Rev. 
Kennedy became more indignant, and resuming his wonted course, 
consequently the members of the Quarterly Conference of Zion Church 
was called together before whom Supt. Bishop laid his grievances, and 
contradicted there the report the Rev. Kennedy had circulated.-the 
Rev. Kennedy denied before them of ever circulating the report com
plained of by the Supt., but many of the members of the body con
tradicted him (Kennedy) to his face declaring that he had so reported. 
The members of the board apparently becoming satisfied with the state
ment made by the Supt. respecting his position and course of his ad
ministration, a motion prevailed nearly unanimously that they would 
sustain the Supt. while he held to the discipline, after which the meet
ing adjourned. The Supt. having learned that the Rev. Kennedy still 
continued to go on "Galio like" in the defamation of his character, was 
finally compelled to proceed against the Rev. Kennedy according to the 
rule of discipline, (see Article 4, 35th page Discipline, 1848,) and also 
he the (supt.) at the same time proceeding against Rev. Joseph P. 
Thompson as above stated who also has defamed the character of the 
Supt. by repeating falsehoods as well as sowing schisms. They were cited 
to trial before a committee of three neighboring Elders, evaded it by 
absenting themselves. The committee in conjunction with the quarter
ly conference therefore suspended them from all official standing until 
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the sitting of the Annual Conference. When that body assembled the 
General Supt. was prevented from organizing the Conference as before 
stated. Several days passed during which time strenuous efforts were 
made by the Supt. and others for an adjustment of the affair without 
success. Subsequently a motion prevailed in that body, "that the New 
York conference do not recognize Wm. H. Bishop to be General 
Superintendent"; he (Bishop) nevertheless insisted on having the mat
ter cleared up, and challenged any pers~m composing that body to 
point him to a single instant wherein he had violated the Constitution 
of the A.M.E.Z. Church at this junction. Father C. Rush stated that the 
Supt. Bishop had been called to trial by the Rev. Kennedy, but evaded 
it, upon which the Rev. Kennedy arose and declared to the audience 
and a large number of spectators that he (Kennedy) never called Wm. 
H. Bishop to trial since he was born; the Supt. finally demanded a fair 
and impartial investigation of the charge preferred against him and 
failing to obtain satisfaction in any way, he proceeded to organize the 
New York Annual Conference (proper) of the A.M.E.Z. Church in 
America, in the basement of Zion's Church, corner of Church and 
Leonard Sts. but being repulsed by two of the Trustees of said Church, 
viz, Isaac Burnell and William Burnett; while in session, he was com
pelled to adjourn to meet in Zion's Church, in the city of 
Williamsburgh, L. I., demanding all the members of the conference to 
repair thither. N. B. Supt. Bishop was called to trial by one elder, in
stead of three, or two elders and one deacon; and at the commencement 
of the so-called conference, they received the delegates from the 
different conferences invited by the elder, except J. J. Clinton, who 
they thought would not agree with their measures after he arrived, and 
they learned his sentiment, they rejected all the delegates from 
Philadelphia conference because they were judged to be supported by 
the general conference action in electing Supt. 

The conference having met in Williamsburgh, it was proceeded as 
announced daily until the business which came before it was finished. 
During the session the following Elders were expelled from the connec
tion of the A.M.E.Z. Church in America, viz:-Joseph P. Thompson 
and Demsey Kennedy, for causes before named. The others who were 
of the rebellious and insubordinate party were suspended from all offi
cial standing in the above named connection, names as follows: John 
C. Spence, Christopher Rush, John Dungy, Leven Smith, Timothy Ea
ton ~(Ed. note: may have been Eato), Peter Ross, Noah Brooks, Cyrus 
Bocha, Wm. H. Decker, James R. Levingston, James Davis, Silas 
Mitchell. Finally, we are decidedly of the opinion that the general 
Supt. Wm. H. Bishop is not guilty of any act of immorality as charged, 
but think it was to have been a preconcerted plot and scheme of 
malicious aspirants, who being defeated in an election to the superin
tendency, through envy, sought to thrust him from the position he 
occupies-having declared in word and deed that they would not have 
Supt. Bishop to rule over them. The foregoing was received and 
adopted unanimously by the Conference, and commended to a 
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religious and an intelligent public for their careful perusal. 
In Behalf of the Conference 

William H. Bishop, General Supt. 
John P. Thompson, Secretary. 

Williamsburgh, L. I. 1853 15 

In order to understand the full implications of this situation it is 
necessary that the reader refer to a History of the A.M.E. Zion 
Church, Part I, 1796-1872 by David H. Bradley, Sr., Chapter XI, page 
131 ff. The above statement is that of the one wing of the Church 
and needs to be seen in the light of that which has been said pre
viously. 

The Baltimore Annual Conference of 1853 took cognizance of the 
restless condition of the denomination when the following resolution 
was passed: 

Whereas, There are many grievous evils now existing in the various 
churches composing this wide-spread connection, arising from the non
enforcement of the book of Discipline, by ministers having the charge 
of circuits and stations. 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That we the members of the Baltimore Conference will, 
from this time forth, endeavor to enforce the rules of discipline, and 
shall also hold any member of this Conference, having the charge of a 
circuit or station, chargeable that fails to do the same.16 

The Philadelphia Conference17 and the New England Conference18 
as well as the New York endorsed this resolution.19 

The New York Conference likewise adopted another Resolution 
which said in part: 

Resolved, That Bros. Dempsey Kennedy and Joseph P. Thompson, be, 
and are hereby expelled from the connection for violation of 
suspension rule. 

A second Resolution passed by the Conference contained the 
following: 

Whereas: the Brethren named in the following preamble and resolu
tions, refused to acknowledge the Superintendent appointed by the 

15 Minutes of the Genesee Annual Conference of 1853, l!J-15. 
1 • Minutes of the Baltimore Annual Conference, 1853, 8. 
11 Minutes of the Philadelphia Annual Conference, 1853, 18. 
18 Minutes of the New England Annual Conference, 1853, 32. 
19 Minutes of the New York Annual Conference, 1853, 26. 
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General Conference of A.M:E.Z. Church in America, and whereas an 
attempt was made on their part to sustain the charges against the 
Superintendent, William H. Bishop, which were without the slightest 
foundation, but the result of malice aforethought or envy. Further
more, when the General Superintendent had proceeded to organize the 
New York Annual Conference proper, it was discovered that the 
rebellious faction had influenced two of the trustees of Zion Church to 
demand said place of worship, which rendered it necessary for the 
Superintendent to request the Conference to meet him in 
Williamsburgh Zion Church; the rebellious faction refused so to do, 
and on being summoned to answer the charge of insubordination, 
refused; 

Therefore, Resolved, That they be suspended from all official standing 
in the A.M.E.Z. Church, until the next New York Annual Conference, 
unless they discover their error and retract. In such case they may com
municate the same to the General Superintendent, William H. Bishop, 
in the interval, who may restore them sooner if he deems it expe
dient. 

The names of the persons suspended by the above resolution are: John 
Dungy, Peter Ross, Wm. H. Decker, Noah Brook, L. Smith, Timothy 
Eato, Cyrus Bocha, J. C. Spence, Christopher Rush, James Davis, J. R. 
Livingston and Silas Mitchel. 20 

A final Resolution on this matter was presented by George 
Washington, and seconded by John Wells. This Resolution also 
passed. 

Resolved, That this Conference prepare charges against James Sim
mons of the New England Conference, and John Tappan of the 
Genesee Conference, for insubordination and rebellion against the 
New York Conference.21 

Records seem to show that for a time two Annual Conferences 
were held in New York, the one with the actions noted above and the 
second, presided over by the Reverend John C. Spence. This Con
ference tried Superintendent Bishop and stated that he no longer 
could function in the name of the Church. 

Two matters appear to have been the basis for this disagreement 
within the Church, the subject of the ranking of the Superintendents 
and the discussion on the dropping of the title African and substitu
ing Wesleyan. Writers of the period agree that the majority of the 
members and churches were with the Bishop faction but the group 

90 Minutes of the New York Annual Conference, 1853, 26, 27. 
11 Ibid., 27. 
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suffered an irreparable blow in the loss of the Lycoming County 
Court Case. 

This writer would again point out, however, that a new impetus 
was given the Church in these years of controversy for many new 
organizations came out of these seemingly dark and tragic days. 
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CHAPTER II 

Days of Reconstruction and the. African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church 

JT IS almost a brash suggestion for one to endeavor to sum up the 
work of a denomination which covers a period of the greater 

part of a half century. And yet, that any work might be broad 
enough in its view that the reader can at least gain an idea of the 
magnificent sweep of events, one must at least mention, though not 
in detail, the hurrying events which made of this people a national 
church. Few of its present three quarters of a million members 
could have any concept of the deep consecration and broad interests 
of its early leaders and followers. 

One knows, it would seem, of the work of the Reverend J. W. 
Hood in North Carolina and Virginia and the story of the delay of 
the New England Conference's first appointee to this mission work, 
the Reverend John Williams. The story of the part played by Miss 
Malvina Fletcher, a maid in the home of the Postmaster General, 
Honorable Montgomery Blair, may or may not be known. 1 It will be 
recalled that she became deeply interested in the work of Superin
tendent Joseph Jackson Clinton, one of her own Church leaders, and 
made a contribution in gold to the work and than urged Mr. Blair to 
secure a pass from the then Secretary of War, Stanton, that these 
missionaries might follow hard after the Union Armies as they struck 
deeper into the heart of the Southland. The Church remembers her 
burial place, Harmony Cemetery in the Nation's Capital. 

Known too, is the work of the Reverend Wilbur G. Strong, the 
missionary to Florida, Louisiana and Alabama. Meanwhile the 
Reverend Butler was at work in Kentucky and the Reverend John 
Jamison Moore had sailed to the West Coast. But there are some 
hidden items of history which we would likewise like to mention. 

While it is said that the Key West Church is a living testimonial to 
the work of the Reverend Wilbur Strong it has been noted, for ex
ample, that the New England Conference also sent out the Reverend 

1 Bishop E. D. W. Jones, Comprehensive Catechism of the A. M. E. Zion Church, 
(Washington, D. C., 1934) 26. 
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Samuel G. Birchmore to this point. 2 It is said that he organized 
churches as well in Tampa, Simmons and Hammock, located in Dade 
and Marion Counties. As was the pattern for pastorates in churches, 
he remained but two years, however. The Reverend J. W. Lacey, 
although born in Fauquier County, Virginia, eventually found 
himself in Hayti as early as 1861. Two years later he was elected a 
General Superintendent there (1863) and in that same year it is 
recorded that the Zion Methodist Church and the A.M.E. Church 
held a joint convention at Gro Mound. The other two 
Superintendents resigned (Superintendents Pierce and Clingman) 
and Reverend Lacey led the destinies of the united group with his 
headquarters at St. Marc. In 1869 Reverend Lacey returned to the 
United States and joined the Genesee Conference. 3 

The Bahama Islands Conference was organized by Bishop Joseph 
P. Thompson in 1877 (Dec., 16), with some six elders and four dea
cons present. Evidently, Wilbur G. Strong, who was connected with 
the work in Florida, accompanied the Bishop as he set about to 
organize this work.' 

Quite frequently one overlooks the original work of J. W. Hood as 
we point time after time to his significant work in North Carolina 
and Virginia. After his admittance to the New England Conference he 
was sent as a missionry to Nova Scotia. He states: "As there were no 
funds on hand to send him out he returned to New York and went to 
work in a hotel for thirteen months, at the end of which time he had 
saved enough money to provide for his family and to take him to his 
field of labor." 5 He goes on to state that he was ordained a deacon 
in Boston, the first Sunday in September, 1860, and sailed for Hali
fax the following Wednesday At the end of the year's work he sent 
for his family. He, himself states, that his accomplishments were 
limited but that he succeeded in organizing one church of eleven 
members. 

The Reverend Robert Russell Morris was actually born in Nova 
Scotia, May 27, 1833. It cannot be ascertained when the first Zion 
Church was established but his parents were among the first mem-

• Bishop J. W. Hood, One Hundred Years of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, (New York, 1895) 254. 

• Hood, loc. cit., 277-279. 
' Ibid., 399. 
1 Ibid., 187. 
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hers of that group. 6 No doubt he would have been our first 
missionary to Africa had he not been dissU:a~ed and instead landed in 
Hayti. Earlier, he, too, had been appointed to the Nova Scotia area 
where he spent two years, erecting a combination church and school 
building at Mauroon Hill. He pastored a second time in Nova Scotia 
but because of the lack of men and money the main points were lost 
to the British Methodist Episcopal Church. Later, Morris established 
a church on the Island of Bermuda, giving strength to the Bermuda 
Conference. 7 

The Nova Scotia area endeavors were not without their rewards 
for not only did it produce Robert Russell Morris but also William 
Harvey Goler, the second President of Livingstone College. Goler 
was converted in an A.M.E. Zion Church in Halifax then pastored by 
Rev. Stephen Goosley.8 

William Harvey Goler was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, January 
l, 1846. He and Morris were personal friends in early life. In 1870, 
Goler went to Boston, later matriculated at Lincoln University in 
Pennsylvania (1873). Two years later he met Edward Moore, who 
later became a Medical Doctor and was asked to serve at Livingstone 
with Dr. Price. Again these two friends found themselves serving in 
the same project together. For a time William Harvey Goler 
pastored but is better known to the Zion Constituency for his work at 
the college and as a General Officer of the denomination. 

Few writers have given great note of the spiritual war which, in 
many respects, overlapped the American Civil War in the 1860's. 
The prize over which this new conflict was waged was the religious 
lives of the black men and women and children of the South. The 
eventual loser was the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. In 
another work we have pointed out the existence of this church's deep 
interest and recognized obligation to the slaves and freedmen of the 
section of the country where the churches were found. Dwight W. 
Culver wrote of the period following 1844: "With the restraint in 
the matter of their attitude toward slavery removed, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South looked upon Negro missions as a great op
portunity and a special task. No longer a part of a denomination 
with a strong abolitionist wing, it was able to reach Negroes on plan-

• Hood, loc. cit., 414-419. 
'Ibid., 419. 
8 Ibid., 447 ff. 
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tations where Methodist gospel had been unwelcome earlier. By 1860 
Southern Methodism numbered in its membership 207,766 Negroes 
and over 180,000 Negro children under instruction." 

Culver goes on to state: "In the six years after 1860, the Negro 
membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church South dropped to 
78,742 with resultant gains for the independent Negro denomina
tions." However, it appears that not all of these members were lost to 
Negro Churches but the Methodist Episcopal Church, North 
benefited from this state of affairs as well. 

As the Zion Methodist Church widened its mission outlook to 
include the Islands of the Sea it was logical that she should early look 
South as well. The great numbers of free men, freedmen and 
escaped slaves she had among her membership already established 
ties with many sections of the South. For example Christopher Rush, 
the second Superintendent came from the region of New Bern (e), 
North Carolina, while Jermain Louguen had a mother and brothers 
and sisters along with himself in slavery in Kentucky and Tennessee. 
At one time he refused the Superintendency because there was 
danger that he might have to labor in the South. John Jamison 
Moore escaped from slavery along with his mother and father and 
at least one brother, the owner being located somewhere in Virginia 
or that which is now known as West Virginia. There were many, 
many other ties to be found as well. 

The action of the New England Conference (to foster activity in 
North Carolina) and the New Conference (to foster work in 
Louisiana and the Deep South) were logical ones. The Superin
tendent, and later, Bishop Joseph Jackson Clinton, saw the possibili
ties and so, leading these conferences, the project of missionary effort 
got underway. 

John Williams, a minister, was accordingly appointed to begin the 
work. It is intimated that he knew or was aware of the danger in
volved so delayed most of one year.9 The Conference being impa
tient, the Bishop then appointed J. W. Hood in December of the 
same year. By January Reverend Hood had moved his family to 
Washington, D.C. and by the twentieth of that month found himself 
in New Bern (e), North Carolina trying to persuade Andrew Chapel 
to join Zion Methodism. In the effort to lead the church out of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South fold were several other 

• Hood, loc. cit., I, 289. 
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groups, including the Congregationalists,_ and two representatives of 
the A.M.E. Church, working out of NorfoJk, Virginia. 10 

Because of a Small Pox epidemic the Union Army head had 
decreed that no worship services or larger gatherings of people should 
be held, so the initial jockeying for the Church had to be carried on 
through its official board, made up of some 40 persons. Because of the 
presentation of facts made by Hood the Board finally accepted the 
idea of joining Zion Methodism. However, the matter had to be 
taken up with the congregation. ·with the opening victory carried in 
the Board the struggle then became one between the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South and the Zion denomination. The question 
of ministerial credentials came before the General and a communica
tion was forwarded to the Secretary of "\Var, Edward M. Stanton. The 
communication follows: 

"So far as I am informed both Hood and Round are regularly ordained 
ministers, and are both men of good character. The point at issue is, 
shall a congregation of colored people, who have owned their church 
and worshipped in it for twenty-five years, have the right to elect their 
own pastor, or are they compelled to have a pastor forced upon them 
by Bishop Baker's delegate? There is an old church maxim that a 
Bishop cannot delegate his power." 

The Secretary of War replied, using the same communication: 
I 

The congregation worshipping in Andrew Chapel are permitted to 
select their own pastor. 

E. M. Stanton, Secretary of "\,Varn 

Reverend Hood, later Bishop mentions the organizing or the tak
ing in of several churches in this area, among them being Roanoke 
Island, which rivals New Bern for being the oldest Zion Methodist 
Church in the South and Beaufort. Clinton Chapel Church was 
either organized or taken in by the Reverend E. H. Hill who, ac
cording to Bishop Hood, "organized" some twenty churches within 
50 miles of Charlotte. The Bishop declared that he actually preached 
himself to death. 12 He had been ordained a deacon by Bishop Clin
ton in the morning and an elder in the afternoon at the Conference 
and was so impressed with the call that his work has seldom been 
equaled. 

10 Ibid., 291. 
11 Hood, Zoe. cit., 293. 
12 Ibid., 297. 
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In May, 1864 Superintendent Clinton arrived in New Bern (e) ,13 

evidently prior to the meeting of the General Conference in 
Philadelphia (May 25, 1864) .14 It would not appear likely that he 
would have left the sessions to make this visit. It is interesting to 
note that which Hood has to say about the missionary work of the 
Conference sponsoring the work in the South. He states that from 
the New York Conference's efforts the following had developed: 
New England, Genesee (now the Western New York), the New 
Jersey and Louisiana. Seven or eight conferences were organized 
from the Louisiana. 15 

The New England Conference, after its organization in 1845 gave 
birth to the short lived Nova Scotia Conference, the North Carolina 
(1864) and those conferences which were formed from this Con

ference; South Carolina, 186616 and Central North Carolina in 
1879. Meanwhile, the Old Philadelphia Conference which later com
bined with the Southern Conference to form the Philadelphia and 
Baltimore Conference (1828-this date is that of the Philadelphia 
Conference) had a great deal to do with the organizing of the 
Allegheny (1852) and the Ohio (1891). The Canada and 
Michigan Conference dates from 1877. It met in Pontiac in 1895, for 
example. 17 

By 1895 another North Carolina Conference had been organized, 
the Western (1890). Meanwhile, Wilbur Strong had pushed the 
work in the deep South organizing and taking in churches in Ala
bama, Georgia and Florida and David Hill had been sent into North 
Carolina to aid the work there. 18 The Reverend William F. Butler 
is credited with much of the work in Kentucky and the mid-west. 
Bishop Hood states that he had "decided ability, but was not well 
balanced." As a result of Butler's work and others, the Kentucky 
Conference was organized in 1866-June 6 by Bishop Sampson D. 
Talbot. In truth, the work here grew to the point that at one time 
there were two conferences, the Kentucky and the West Kentucky 
Conferences. Most of the work, however, was lost because of a 
disagreement with the Reverend W. H. Miles who, it appeared, 

18 Ibid., 296. 
u J. Harvey Anderson, Official Directory of 1895-1896, 30. 
u Hood, loc. cit., I, 214. 
18 Anderson, loc. cit., 66. Hood states that the South Carolina Conference was 

organized in 1867, (March 24) 573. 
17 Hood, loc. cit., 87. 
18 Ibid., 86. 
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wished to become a Bishop of Zion Methodism. Bishop Hood gives 
the following account as it was written by the Reverend E. H. 
Curry: 

"The membership of the Conference was made up of men of no ex
perience in the itinerant work, and without a knowledge of the polity 
of the Church. They were sent to their appointments in many places 
without a church edifice, nay, without any members, nevertheless they 
went trusting in God for success. The superintendent left and was seen 
no more until the next Annual Conference, and the only guides left to 
instruct the conference were Rev. W. F. Butler and Rev. W. H. Miles. 
The latter was appointed general missionary and supported from Cen
ter Street Church by the Daughters of Conference, or at least in part. 
"At the reassembling of the Second Annual Conference, William Hay
wood Bishop, general superintendent, presided. Reverend W. F. Butler 
was removed from Center Street Church and succeeded by Rev. W. H. 
Miles. Hence some feeling of unpleasantness sprang up between these 
two divines. The Superintendent, however, left again, to be seen no 
more until the sitting of the Third Annual Conference at which the 
Rev. J. W. Loguen, general superintendent presided. Then began the 
scene of trouble in the Conference, and the Reverend W. H. Miles ten
dered his resignation, which was finally received. This created quite a 
feeling, and many of the leading men of the higher rank left, until the 
conference was left with only seven elders all told, and many of the 
churches followed in rapid succession; yet there were a few who dared 
to hold on to Zion, and continued to struggle against all opposition. 
Rev. Richard Bridwell, Samuel Elliot, Rev. A. Bunch, Samuel Shur
man, Leroy Brannon, J. B. Stansbury, William T. Biddle, with one 
other man, were all the elders left in the Kentucky Conference. One 
year later showed a gradual decline in both churches and communi
cants. This rigor in the conference discouraged both members and 
ministers, and all the more because the ministers being returned to 
their former charges it was easy for them to confuse the minds of the 
people by trying to carry them into the Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and that by the same men who led them into the Zion Connec
tion at a date still fresh in their memory. 

One year later reports show the following churches lost: Falmouth, 
Ky.; Millersburg, Ky.; Carrollton, Ky.; Flemingsburg, Ky.; Burksville, 
Ky.; Greenburg, Ky.; with Center St. Church, Louisville, Ky. But there 
were a faithful few who still stood up for Zion. 

The next event worthy of special mention was the appointment of 
Right Rev. S. T. Jones, D. D. to the Third Episcopal District, which 
gave new life and impulse to the Kentucky Conference. The work set
tled to a firmer base during the twelve consecutive years of his adminis
tration, notwithstanding there was some dissatisfaction in the Board of 
Bishops and among leading men about Organic Union with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the Conference being told by those 
in authority that the union would be consumated in the near future it 
was hard for them to tell what they were. This had much to do in shak
ing their faith in the firmness and stability of Zion Connection. But the 
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fight ended and the faithful few were seen doing what they could to 
build up Zion. The Kentucky Conference carried the standard of Zion 
into Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, and organized the Arkansas and 
the Missouri Annual Conferences. 19 

Bishop Hood gives three men credit for the work in The Rev. A. 
Y. Carr and the Reverends A. J. Warner, later a Bishop of the 
denomination and J.M. Washington. The West Coast work owes its 
origin to the Reverend John J. Moore, who sailed to California in 
1852. The Old Starr King Church in San Francisco appears to have 
been the oldest church on the West Coast, evidently established in 
that year. At one time every outstanding Negro in the City was a 
member of Zion Church. However, a setback came several years later. 
It will be noted that the Church was organized just two years after 
California was admitted into the union as a state. Negroes, however, 
had been in California as early as 1840. Reverend Starr King, after 
which the organization was named, was an outstanding abolitionist. 
Incidently, Reverend Moore was the first Negro School Teacher in 
the state. In 1906 the earthquake and fire destroyed the Church 
building and for three years the people were without a pastor. It was 
during this time that the ascendancy of Zion appeared to have been 
lost.20 

Other organizations on the West Coast were San Jose, which still 
exists and Napa, which has gone out of existence. The Church at San 
Jose, for several years had a pew which had been brought around the 
Horn but in recent years its identity has been lost. 

Of deep significance was the Kentucky defection as it related to the 
newly formed Colored Methodist Episcopal Church and Zion 
Methodism. The Reverend w·. H. Miles, we have stated earlier, 
resigned from the A.M.E. Zion Church in the controversy involving 
Reverend Butler. He was born in Springfield, Washington County, 
Kentucky on December 26, 1828. A slave, he was owned by a Mrs. 
Mary Miles, who, in her will, as was the custom in that day for many 
to do, gave him his freedom. It is our understanding that the will 
was contested to the point that even though the will was probated 
possibly in 1854, he was not freed until 1864. A year following his 
being set free he joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
A short time after his conversion, he felt the call to preach and 

10 Hood, loc. cit., 329, 330. 
•• Souvenir Program, First A. M. E. Zion Church, San Francisco, Calif., 1960. 
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applied for a license in 1856. The request was denied but a year 
later the Presiding Elder, a Reverend A. H. Redford granted him 
the license. At the instance of the Quarterly Conference he was 
recommended for deacon's orders and received them when the 
Conference met in Bardstown in 1859. Bishpp Andrew was presiding 
over the sessions at the time; 

In 1865 Reverend Miles moved to Ohio at a time when the great 
concern was being felt for the Negro members and churches 
organized and aided by the Methodist Episcopal Church, South as a 
result of the activity of Zion and Bethel and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, North. This evidently caused Reverend Miles to consider 
joining one of the Negro denominations, which he did, selecting 
Zion Methodism. On returning to Kentucky, he naturally joined the 
Center Street A.M.E. Zion Church and the Zion Conference, the 
Church in 1865 and the Annual Conference in 1866, as one of the 
charter members. Two years later he became the pastor of Center 
Street Church and in that year represented his annual conference as 
a delegate in the General Conference held in Washington, D.C. 

Because of the fact that Jermain Louguen was, at one time a slave 
in Kentucky and Tennessee, it is said that Reverend Miles supported 
him for the Bishopric in that year. Just what happened when 
Louguen was appointed to preside over the Kentucky Conference 
may never be known but in his first session of that Conference he 
moved Reverend Miles from Center Street Church and made him a 
missionary to travel and organize churches but no provision was 
made for his support. Naturally, he wrote out his resignation and 
withdrew from the Zion Methodist Church. 21 Later, he joined again 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South and naturally became a part 
of the formation of the C.M.E. Church in December 1870 (Decem
ber 15). He was listed as a reserve delegate in this General Con
ference of formation. 

In that session, the First General Conference of the C.M.E. 
Church, the Reverend W. H. Miles was scheduled to preach and was 
so well received that it is suggested that this sermon aided in his 
election to the Bishopric. We would state that his organizing ability 
in the formation of the Kentucky Conference also played a leading 
part in this election. It is written of Bishop Miles that he always 

01 Bishop C. H. Phillips, The History of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
in America Gackson, Tenn., 1925) 196-204. 
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made his appointments "without prejudice or revenge," and for 
upwards of twenty-two years he led the new denomination in its 
development. 

In 1892 Bishop Miles appeared so ill that it was impossible for him 
to perform the duties of his office. In fact, at that time he was con
fined to his home. The C.M.E. Kentucky Annual Conference, 
however, met in Louisville in that year and he attended some of the 
sessions and before it he made his last speech. Three weeks later he 
was dead. He was buried from Center Street Church, Thursday, 
November 17th. And thus ended one of the great and lasting ties 
with Zion Methodism. 
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CHAPTER 111·, 

The General Conferences of 1872 and 1876 

WHEN THE General Conference of 1868 had completed its 
work Samson D. Talbot, John Jamison Moore, Joseph Jackson 

Clinton, Singleton T. Jones and John W. Loguen had been elected 
or re-elected heads of the Church and could now assume the title 
of Bishop as over against the title Superintendent, in vogue in the 
church since its founding in 1820 as a denomination. A biographical 
account of these men can be found in the first volume of the 
History. 1 Joseph Jackson Clinton, of course, not only from the 
standpoint of election and age but because of his great leadership 
of the denomination was the acknowledged head of the Board. How
ever, the great acclaim accorded Singleton T. Jones at the Methodist 
General Conference (1868) in Chicago gave him a type of promi
nence not usually known to a man serving his first term on the 
Bench. He was evidently a progressive, one of those who followed 
the Wesleyan movement in 1852 and was actually the one who drew 
up the discipline of that group. 2 

The law of the denomination followed was that each General Con
ference would, before adjournment, select the meeting place of the 
next session. It appears that the 1868 General Conference had 
selected New York for the 1872 session. Just what caused a change of 
plans is not known definitely, but the Board of Bishops changed the 
meeting to Charlotte, North Carolina, in violation of custom and 
law. Singleton T. Jones insisted that the sessions be held in New 
York and at the time spe · fied. The Board of Bishops in selecting 
Charlotte had stated that road interpretation should be made of 
membership. Jones sugge s that this was to insure a majority of 
delegates. He states: "Eide J. W. Hood (on the first day of the con
ference) presented the fo lowing which was adopted; viz: whereas 
the Board of Bishops have invited all the elders and lay delegates 
whether appointed by the lay convention or churches, shall be admit-

1 David H. Bradley, Sr., A History of the A. M. E. Zion Church, 1796-1872, (Parthe
non, 1956) 140, 141; 163-167. 

a Bishop E. D. W. Jones, Comprehensive Catechism, A.. M. E. Zion Church, 
(Washington, D. C. 1934) 24. 
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ted as members of this General Conference if in good standing in 
their several churches. 3 

The New York General Conference met in Dr. Henry Highland 
Garnett's Church (Presbyterian). The Charlotte General Con
ference met June 19th in Clinton Chapel Church. It appears that 
fifteen (Hood says 16) of the Annual Conferences had agreed to the 
time and place of the Charlotte meeting along with the Board of 
Bishops. Finally, Bishop Jones adjourned the New York Conference 
and proceeded to Charlotte. 

Again, it is asserted that many angles of this circumstance remains 
hidden but there can be conjectures with a reasonable amount of cer
tainty. It will be recalled that an effort was made to re-unite Zion 
with the Mother Church, when Singleton T. Jones served as Frater
nal Delegate to the General Conference of that Church. 4 It is sup
posed that an unofficial statement was made re: the matter of 
Organic Union and the willingness of the Mother Church to accept 
certain but not all of the Board of Bishops in any plan of union. 
Singleton Jones felt it wise that the Zion Methodist group meet as he 
felt it was scheduled, in New York City, where they would have the 
opportunity of instant and free conversations with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Certainly there was sufficient strength for the 
movement that the 1868 General Conference, is supposed to have 
selected that city for its meeting place. 

Bishop Hood states that it was Bishop Haven of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church who attempted to spearhead this effort at union, 
but he was not able to persuade his denomination to accept the pro 
rata idea where the Board of Bishops was concerned. He goes on to 
state that "in all other respects we (Zion) should have such recogni
tion as our numbers entitled us to," but again, it appears that this 
was not possible. It appears that Singleton Jones returned from 
Chicago and took up the matter to select the meeting place of the 
next General Conference but was informed that this had already 
been set. However, according to Hood, the matter was reconsidered, 
but in the rush of closing nothing was done at the time and the next 
day the General Conference adjourned without action on the matter. 
According to Hood, Charlotte, North Carolina had been selected 
prior to the move to reconsider. 

"Ibid., 27. 
• See Chapter XVIII for the background of this matter. 
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A year before the sitting of the General. Conference, the board of 
Bishops met and endeavored to decide the issue. Bishop Jones was 
presiding and even though the Board voted to go to Charlotte, ob
jected and endeavored to overrule them. The other members of the 
Board appealed to the Annual Conferences and (one number is 15) 
(However, according to our count there were only seventeen con-

ferences organized), sixteen accepted the majority decision. Bishop 
Jones, however (again the number of Conferences appears to be in 
dispute) with two or three of the Annual Conference delegates met 
in New York on the date legally set by the Quadrennial Body. Not 
having a quorum they adjourned to meet in Charlotte on the 19th of 
June, the date specified by the Majority of the Board. 

Bishop Hood agrees that the change of date was in violation of law 
but the matter of change of place was an open matter. The meeting 
and adjournment in New York, Jones stated, legalized the Charlotte 
sessions. Incidentally, the Methdist Episcopal Church was meeting in 
Brooklyn. 

Hood states had a vote been taken after the four hour speech of 
Jones, he would have carried the Conference, but the next day, Clin
ton responded in another four hour speech and the action noted was 
then taken. 

Behind the scenes many discussions evidently were carried on. The 
majority of the Board naturally saw a danger in going to the city of 
the denomination's birth in the light of the supposed stand on Zion's 
Episcopacy. Naturally the Church had fewer churches and members 
for each Bishop selected because of the wide dispersion of Negroes 
over the Nation. In many cases too, churches were smaller in num
bers than companionate white organizations. The extensive distance 
Zion Bishops had to travel made it well-nigh impossible to have as 
high a ratio as that of the Mother Church. 

As in the early stages of the formation of the first organization, the 
matter of educational qualifications entered the controversy-this 
time on the level of the Bishopric. Bishop Moore gives only the 
barest details of the situation, once the two groups met in Charlotte. 
He states, for example, that the "Bishop (Jones) rose and read to the 
conference several eulogies he had received from various Annual 
Conferences in regard to his course (of action); he also read his 
diploma from Avery College, which had been conferred on him as 
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Doctor of Divinity; the Bishop continued his remarks in defense of 
the course he had taken until the adjournment of the session." 6 

One can imagine that the question of educational qualifications 
had come up in the controversy, a point lending credence to the 
belief that this acceptance of Zion Methodist Bishops was a key factor 
in the situation. 

The next day, June 25, 1872, Bishop Joseph Jackson Clinton was 
selected to answer the statement of Bishop Jones. The entire morn
ing was taken up with his reply in which he defended the action of 
the Board of Bishops and supporting action of fifteen of the Annual 
Conferences. At the conclusion of his statement he was accorded a 
vote of thanks by the Conference. Bishop Jones was then asked if he 
considered himself a Bishop on the basis of his election by the New 
York General Conference. His answer evidently satisfied the General 
Conference along with his statements made earlier regarding Elders 
J. P. Hamer and J. B. Trusty. Following the rule, his character was 
then passed and he received the right hand of fellowship. 6 

It must be asserted that Bishop Jones was not entirely in the wrong 
in his going ahead with General Conference supposedly assigned to 
New York. Evidently the controversy was so intense that it was not 
feasible to utilize the Mother Zion Church. This can be clearly seen. 
The Conferences had followed its right no doubt to select its next 
meeting place and 1872 did not abrogate this right. This mode ex
isted at least until the end of the century-the leadership being so 
careful at one time as to actually open the General Sessions in 
Mobile before adjourning to the nearer site-Montgomery, to save 
travel costs and perhaps, a health hazard. 

The change of meeting place of the 1872 General Conference was 
made possible for many reasons, chief among them being the fact 
that the balance of voting strength had shifted to the Southern Con
ferences. The desire to meet in the South was thereby aided by this 
movement. From this point on it will be noted that the projects of 
the denomination and the growth were to be seen in the South-the 
establishment of a periodical, the establishment of the University or 
College; in truth, all educational efforts turned to the section of 
the country where the major part of the people lived. 

Earlier, we have made the statement that the change of meeting 

• Moore, John J. Bishop, loc. cit., 276, 277. 
• Ibid., 277. 
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place was in part due to that which many of the Bishops of Zion 
Methodism believed regarding unification. As late as the Sixteenth 
Session of the North Carolina Conference (November 26-December 
3, 1879) Bishop Hood was stating: "The Methodist Episcopal 
Church had led many of us to believe that the desire on its part for us 
to become a part of its body was so great that it would offer us a 
honorable basis of union. Dazzled with the idea of becoming a part of 
that great body, a few have left us and tried to break up the con
ference. One of them told me he had 40 pledged to go with him. It 
looked at that time as though the first colored conference organized 
in the South was about to go to pieces. On the day that the con
ference assembled there was only a small number present. At that 
time I hardly knew whom to talk to as friends of Zion." 7 

This statement likewise gives another reason for the change of the 
meeting place for the General Conference as seen from so many years 
away-the necessity of welding together the gains the denomination 
had made in the post-Civil \Var years. Since most of the older 
Churches were Methodist Churches evidently established by the 
Southern branch of Methodism there would be less hesitation to join 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, North. In truth, it was stated that 
the rumors of unification with that body persuaded many persons to 
defect. 

The depth of the controversy and feeling is to be noted in the 
Message of the Board of Bishops to the General Conference: "Dear 
Brethren, you can more fully appreciate our need of money to ex
tend and support our connection, when we remind you of the two 
great monied religious bodies we have to grapple with-the M.E. 
Church north, and the M.E. Church south, who make their money a 
means of proselyting our preachers, in many cases especially the for
mer body, and the steps taken by our body at our last General Con
ference toward consolidation with the M.E. Church has been used by 
unscrupulous agents of that church to proselyte our ministers and 
members, creating distraction among us and sometimes ruptures in 
our churches, which course no Christian body could sanction, in the 
light of the Golden Rule: Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you. In relation to the question of affiliation and consolidation 
with the M.E. Church, we would wish as expressed in our General 

• Minutes of the Sixteenth Session of the North Carolina Conference, November 26-
Dec. 3, 1879, Lincolnton, N. C. 
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Conference in 1868, that all branches of Methodism on this con• 
tinent were united; but from unfortunate developments connected 
with this movement, we are compelled to recommend the suspension 
of future action on the subject until the great obstacle to this happy 
result is farther removed: that is the prejudice of caste that still exists 
in the mother (the M.E.) church, yet we shall cultivate a friendly 
and Christian feeling toward our mother until she has reached the 
proper position on this question of caste.8 

Despite this statement, however, there were areas of cooperation 
between the Methodist Episcopal Church and Zion Methodism. This 
statement appears, for example, in an extant copy of a hymnal used 
in Zion Methodist Churches: 

Bishop' Address 

Members and Friends of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
in America 

Beloved Brethren: In consequence of the great difficulties our societies 
have labored under for the want of a suitable Collection of Hymns, the 
General Conference at its session of 1872, adopted the following book 
as used by the Methodist Episcopal Church. That the Triune God may 
make it a blessing to all into whose hands it may come is the sincere 
and earnest prayer of your humble pastors and companions in tribula
tion, and in the Kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. 

BISHOPS 
JOSEPH JACKSON CLINTON 
SAMPSON D. TALBOT 
J. W. WGUEN 
S. T. JONES 
JOHN J. MOORE 
J. W. Hoon 

While the General Confe nee of 1872 was known in some circles 
as the "Battle of the Gian " or the "Struggle of the Giants," as 
Joseph Jackson Clinton and ingleton T. Jones struggled over points 
of ecclesiastical law,9 the ad ption of the Hymn Book will certainly 
be one of the milestones of ttainment for that session. It was voted 
too, at this Conference, tha a majority of the Board of Bishops 
could change the place of eeting of the Quadrennial sessions.10 

Other matters were recorde as well. Bishop Hood states that, un-

8 Moore, loc. cit., 286. 
• F. Claude Spurgeion, ed., A. M. E. Zion Handbook, 1952-1956, 28. 
10 Jones, loc. cit., 27. 
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noticed, another matter of importance came before the Conference: 
He writes: "In 1872 there was a desire to retire two of the Bishops 
and for that reason some ·insisted upon re-election, which for har
mony sake, was agreed to; but it was realized that it was a question
able course, and therefore a committee was appointed to draw up a 
law governing the Board of Bishops, in which it was made plain that 
the Bishops had a life term to the Episcopal office, and that the re
election only decided whether or not they should be active or retired 
Bishops. If they failed re-election that retired them. But they were 
still Bishops and liable to be called into active service in case of a va
cancy or on the formation of a new district in the interval of the 
General Conference, and to place the matter beyond all question 
each Bishop was given a certificate on parchment declaring them to 
hold the office so long as their spirit and practice were such as be
comes the gospel. The certificates were signed by the Senior Bishop 
and General Secretary." 11 

Moore states that it was at this session that a provision was made 
that the Board of Bishops should meet semi-annually. The Con
ference voted as well that the General Conference Secretary should 
be elected at the time of the election of Bishops and should serve for 
a term of four years.12 A ritual for the ordination of elders, deacons 
and the laying of cornerstones of churches was also adopted. Other 
significant legislation involved the right of lay people in the annual 
conferences to vote on all matters except the examination of 
ministers' characters and the election of ministerial delegates to the 
General Conference. 

Too frequently overlooked are other matters at this session, such as 
the calling of attention to the need of an adequate financial struc
ture, the matter of the Book Concern, the need of an educational 
institution in which candidates for the ministry might be trained and 
the establishment of a "connectional journal." The next eight years 
should see the General Conference facing these problems. 

At least two additional statements should be made about the 1872 
Conference. Keen admiration certainly must be held for a Church 
leadership who, in the final analysis, recognize a mistake, regardless 
of the reasons for it. The 1872 General Conference sensed the great 

11 J. W. Hood, Sketch of The Early History of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church will Jubilee Souvenir and Appendix, 26. 

u Moore, loc. cit., 280, 281. 

47 



HISTORY OF THE A.M.E. ZION CHURCH 

responsibility of leadership to obey the law, and where it concerns 
them, to carefully follow it. There may have been reasons for the 
delay in holding the session but it was convenient that this Quadren
nial meeting came after the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, North. Wounds were healed as Singleton T. Jones 
was elected again by the Charlotte Conference and went on, in his 
day, to feel the full weight of responsibility for the destiny of the 
Church. The session adjourned and by vote to meet in Louisville, 
Ky. in 1876. 

THE FOURTEENTH QUADRENNIAL SESSION 

The Fifteenth Street Church, Louisville, Ky., was the host to the 
Fourteenth Quadrennial Session as it opened June I, 1876. Bishop 
Loguen and Bishop Brooks had passed away. Others from the days of 
the Superintendency also had died, among them being Father 
Christopher Rush, James Simmons and William H. Bishop. Since the 
Reverend James A. Jones, the elected Secretary of the General Con
ference, too had died, Prof. William Howard Day of Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania was appointed in his place. 

It should be stated that there appears to be no printed minutes for 
the Quadrennial years of 1872 (evidently because of the lack of 
funds) and 1876 when William Howard Day, who was charged with 
the readying the manuscript for the printers and seeing to it they 
were published, did not carry out his assignment. More then is to be 
found in the echoing accounts of the Fourteenth Session than that 
which appears to have been written. 

The North Carolina Conference in its Thirteenth Annual Session 
reveals much of that which transpired. 

In Bishop Hood's address and reporting to the North Carolina 
Conference he stated that because of the "hardness of the times" 
(one of the periodic economic depressions of the 19th Century) only 
two-thirds of the elected delegates were in attendance. He stated that 
the Third District alone was seventeen short of a full delegation and 
yet he "never had met a General Conference more pleasant." He 
went on to state that a great deal of business was accomplished in a 
short time. They were able to make several vital revisions of the 
Discipline which (because of the necessity of saving money) would 
be so printed that each minister and layman who had an earlier 
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discipline could paste the revisions in the front or back of the book. 
The cost would be five cents for the sheet, or copy.13 

Provisions were made for larger classes in the churches--"about 20 
to 30," and penitents, for the first time, were to be admitted to the 
Love Feasts as well as the probatione!s. However, no person was to 
be taken into full connection unless he had been converted. In other 
words each new member must have a positive faith in the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ. 

Another striking provision was the law governing Deacons. They 
were to be permitted to perform the semi-Sacrament of matrimony 
and perform the rite of baptism without the presence of an elder. 

A new regulation regarding delegates to the General Conference 
was adopted as well. No person should be elected as a delegate from 
the Annual Conferences unless he had "traveled" at least four years 
from the time he was admitted to that conference. Provision was also 
made outlining the business of the Annual Conference; Devotionals, 
Roll Call, Election of Officers, Delivery of the Episcopal Address and 
Examination of Characters. Each District within the Conference 
could have two or more elected representatives in the Annual Con
ference.14 

It will be recalled that the Board of Bishops suggested in 1872 that 
something be done about a denominational paper. The listed resolu
tion was offered in the North Carolina Conference following the 
1876 General Conference: 

Whereas: The General Conference in June last set out to publish a 
paper for the Connection, provided that any minister or person might 
take stock in said paper and Whereas: many of the ministers wishing to 
do something in that way but are not able to take stock to the amount 
required in a stock: 

Resolved: That this Conference take stock in said paper to the amount 
of its ability, and said stock be raised by each member of the Con
ference contributing 50¢ and upward, further, this stock shall be called 
the stock of the North Carolina Conference; also the following 
brothers, R. H. Simmons, E. H. Hill, and William H. Pitts be ap
pointed as the Annual Conference Committee and said Committee 
shall be appointed annually.16 

11 Minutes of the North Carolina Annual Conference, loc. cit., 
UJbid. 
18 Minutes of the North Carolina Annual Conference, Washington, N. C., Nov., 22-

29, 1876. 
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The Louisville meeting covered a period of thirteen days during 
which re-elections to the Bishopric were announced for Joseph 
Jackson Clinton, John Jamison Moore, J. W. Hood and Singleton T. 
Jones. To this group were added William H. Hillery, Joseph P. 
Thompson and Thomas H. Lomax. Approximately 150 delegates 
were in attendance. 

Time was likewise taken to adjust and set the salary of the 
episcopacy and provide for the establishment of a periodical for the 
denomination in this quadrennial session. 

When one looks back on this period fraught with its financial 
problems he is amazed at the results of slow and painful planning. 
Educational efforts had reached a frustrating end as the Charlotte 
Conference received from the hands of the Trustees the property and 
assets of Rush Academy, for example. The body authorized the 
Reverend Thomas H. Lomax to sell the land belonging to the school 
and purchase property in Fayetteville, North Carolina. Moore states 
that he did not sell the land but "an agent was sent out to collect 
money with which to purchase property and establish an institu
tion." 16 The property in Essex County, New York, could well have 
been a fine investment for the denomination, had it been retained 
and cared for. Within five years the beginnings of Livingstone Col
lege were to be seen in the work of Cicero Harris, Elder Thurber 
and others, and on May 8, 1878, Bishop J. W. Hood became the first 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 

JERMAIN W. LOGUEN 

Of all of the Bishops of the Church Bishop Jermain W. Loguen 
appears to be the only one to have had written a full length history 
of his life and the happenings therein. However, because he was the 
son of a slave (his father being his master) the date and actual place 
of birth appears to be lacking. As near as can be ascertained, he was 
born in Davidson County, Tennessee. He escaped into free territory 
and settled in Canada and Western New York State. He was licensed 
to preach in Syracuse in 1841 and joined the conference June 20, 
1843. He was ordained deacon in May 1844 and elder in May 1845. 
Bishop Hood states that he was an intimate friend of Frederick 
Douglas, whose son married Loguen's daughter. Bishop Hood goes 
on to state that he was not a great preacher but was more suited to 

11 Moore, loc. cit., lllll. 
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