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DEDICATION

			This book is dedicated to the memory of

			DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

			and one of his famous sermons which was

			delivered on February 28, 1954, prior to his

			involvement in the Civil Rights Movement,

			entitled “Rediscovering Lost Values” from

			the tape series “A Knock at Midnight.” This sermon

			serves as the foundation for the discussion of Universal

			Principles #4 and #5, in Chapter 24, Sections D and E, and

			Chapter 30, Section C. Dr. King asserts that to make this world

			a better place in which to live, we must go back and rediscover

			two mighty precious values we have left behind, and they are:

			All Reality Hinges on Moral Foundations

			All Reality Has Spiritual Controls

			


		

PREFACE

			When I retired from the United States Postal Service in 2009, America was experiencing the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression of the 1930s. In the years leading up to this past financial crisis and the years since, there appears to have been a steady deterioration in the attitude of companies toward the long-term welfare of the customers and the public they serve. There is evidence that this attitude is leading us toward another financial crisis which could be more devastating than the 2008-2009 financial crisis.

			You have to pump your own gas at the “service” station. Instead of a service technician coming out to fix your computer, you spend hours on the telephone trying to understand someone in another part of the world as they attempt to debug your computer. Instead of being served a decent meal on commercial airlines, as in the past, you are given a tiny bag of peanuts with a soft drink or coffee to wash them down. Companies devise all types of credit card and mortgage banking schemes to engage the public in high-interest, high-risk loans, but then rely on the public and the government to bail them out when they get into trouble. You deposit your money in the bank, and the bank develops gimmicks that enable their computers to siphon money out of your account at extremely high interest rates.

			In the past, the bank balances of customers were calculated at the end of the day. Now many banks have eliminated any transaction delays, and overdraft balances are calculated before the end of the calendar day. This means that customers with cash flow problems cannot correct their pending overdraft balances near the end of the calendar day, even when the funds are available to do so, and the banks have the ability to control when deposits are posted to the customers’ accounts. Consequently, many banks are able to rack up enormous profits from fees on the accounts of those customers who can least afford it. They have developed a “reverse Robin Hood” strategy, rob from the poor to aid the rich.

			Also, in the years prior to 2009, the oil industry was able to continuously raise gasoline prices with very little resistance from our leadership in Washington on behalf of the American people and the other affected industries. In the State of Texas, the price of a gallon of regular gasoline in many places was over $4.00 per gallon, which meant it was much higher in many of the other states. Some families were paying more for gasoline to commute to and from work than the mortgages on their homes, which contributed to foreclosures on many of their homes during the crisis.

			The price of gasoline affects virtually every man, woman, and child in this country, because almost all of the products or services we consume require the use of gasoline or diesel fuel at some point in the delivery process. Consequently, our demand for oil is relatively inelastic and the normal market forces of supply and demand do not always apply, because there is very little true competition in the oil market place. That is why the oil companies can charge almost any price they choose when there are no other external price controls.

			I was deeply concerned that our leaders appeared to be abandoning basic moral and ethical standards when it came to protecting the people from financial and social predators in the American economy. In order to relieve my frustrations, I had planned to use some of my spare “retirement time” to write letters to congressmen and members of the committees that controlled the industries involved. However, when I started to do research on the internet and elsewhere for my letters, I found that there were many voices already out there that were much louder and stronger than mine, and they did not appear to be having any noticeable effect on the leadership in Washington.

			It was then that I decided to write this book, which turned out to be a set of five volumes, in an attempt to pull all of those many voices on the internet and elsewhere together into one place, and instead of just complaining about the problems of humanity, try to offer some common sense solutions. However, bringing those many voices together would not necessarily lead to solutions to these problems, because those many voices represent a very wide diversity of attitudes, opinions, and values.

			These diverse attitudes, opinions, and values involve relationships between science and religion, different religious beliefs, different religious denominations, different cultures, different races of people, different lifestyles, and different genders. To unify these many voices, it would be necessary to find Universal Principles that would promote peace, prosperity, and survival for all who follow them, no matter their race, gender, nationality, sexual orientation, religious beliefs (belief in God, agnostic, or atheist), economic status, or political affiliation.

			It was obvious to me that the only place to look for these Universal Principles was the Holy Bible, the Word of God. Therefore, the plan and purpose of this book are to find Universal Principles and use them to gather data that will inform you about the nature and potential causes of the problems we are facing, and then offer solutions based on research and input from the many voices. Although our leaders may not agree with the solutions offered, they will not be able to say that there is nothing that can be done. I believe that only an informed American public, through the power of the ballot, can affect any significant improvement in our leadership in Washington. I will attempt to provide factual information for that purpose.

			EDWARD WAYNE KIMBROUGH

			Houston, Texas

			December, 2019
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INTRODUCTION

			In this year of 2019, it appears that our nation is facing a leadership crisis, a spiritual crisis, and a social crisis. We face a leadership crisis because the founders of this nation designed our government to be a government of the people, by the people and for the people. But instead, we have a government of the special interests, by the special interests, and for the special interests. Our elected politicians appear to be controlled by an institutionalized system of bribery where leaders are chosen based on the amount of money they can raise to discredit their opponents, rather than the ideas they have for the advancement and prosperity of the nation.

			And legislation is passed or not passed based on the power of money and lobbyists who dominate the decision-making process at the committee level where laws are written. Politicians appear to have more loyalty and allegiance to the political parties they belong to and the special interest groups that keep them in power, than the nation and the people they are elected to serve. We need Universal Principles to help us find leaders who are accountable to the American people.

			In our government, the House, Senate, and White House currently work like the Three Stooges. When the party of two of the Stooges is in power, the party of the third Stooge looks for ways to be heard by the other stooges, otherwise they must find ways to maintain the checks and balances on power between the Executive and Legislative Branches.

			As a consequence, we have a stalemate and gridlock in Washington which strangles the progress of the nation, because each party has its own agenda and there is no unity. Instead, the House, Senate, and White House should work like the Three Musketeers. They should have Universal Principles that will allow them to work as one, like the Three Musketeers, for the well-being of the whole nation. We the people also need Universal Principles that will help us to identify and elect more Musketeers and transform the Stooges into Musketeers, who are able to work in unity for the benefit of everyone.

			We must be aware of what Scripture teaches us, “And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand” (Mark 3:24-25). In order to strengthen our democracy and address our problems, we must have Universal Principles that create transparency. That transparency should expose the events and conditions that negatively impact our lives as a nation, investigate and analyze to determine the truth about those events and conditions, and establish common sense principles and laws to respond to those events and conditions, because evil cannot survive under the light of the truth. The constitution of the United States, represented by the flag, gives every citizen the unique authority to change the direction of our nation, without internal revolution, through the enormous power of the vote.

			We face a spiritual crisis because we have abandoned many of the principles that this country was founded on. The Declaration of Independence reads as follows:

			“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,”

			It seems evident from this document that the founders of this nation acknowledged that there was a Creator of the universe. However, there is a continuing controversy among scientists about the origins of life on earth between the theory of evolution and the theory of creation, and it appears that the theory of evolution is the current scientific view concerning the origin of life on earth. As a consequence, our children are being taught that life on earth evolved from a single organism as a scientific fact, when there is no clear scientific evidence to support this theory.

			However, the Bible provides a detailed account of creation, including names and places, and it gets no mention in scientific textbooks. In fact, scientific discoveries continue to provide evidence that the universe was created at a specific point in time by intelligent design. This book will conduct a scientific analysis of these two theories by use of the scientific method for further consideration by scientists and theologians.

			The goal of this book is to search for Universal Principles that provide concrete evidence that the Bible is not just a religious book; it is a scientific book that teaches us how the universe was created; it is a social book that teaches us how to live peaceably with our fellow human beings; it is a prophetic and historical book that reveals how God has worked in the past to fulfill His promises to humanity, and it is a spiritual book that teaches how God has revealed His will and purpose for humanity.

			It is my hope that the Universal Principles we discover will make it obvious that the teaching of the Bible should be an option, but not mandatory, in all public and private educational institutions. However, the teaching of the Bible should not be mandatory for anyone, unless it is their chosen field of study. And everyone should be free to worship as they please or to not worship at all, but we must make a clear distinction between the issues that involve the separation of church and state, versus the separation of God and state. We need Universal Principles that will let us know as a nation if we are in alignment with God’s will, so that we may continue to be the recipients of God’s blessings and God’s grace and mercy.

			We face a social crisis because in many cases we do not treat other people the way we want to be treated and we do not treat the life of every human being as sacred. This applies to relationships between police and the communities they serve, relationships within ethnic groups, relationships between the races, relationships between religious organizations, relationships between companies and other organizations, and relationships between nations.

			We need a set of Universal Principles that transcend all of our differences and allow us to work together for the common good of humanity. We need Universal Principles to deal with the proliferation of abortions by providing guidelines and support that will allow the stakeholders to make better decisions. We need to establish systems that will allow citizens and law enforcement officials to work together to identify and resolve issues relating to illegal immigration, crime, and family problems. We need Universal Principles to help fugitives from justice, drug dealers, drug abusers, gang members, prisoners, and corrupt government officials to repair their lives and become law-abiding and more productive citizens.

			Inside this book is an analysis of the twenty-two (22) major religious groups in the world with 500,000 or more adherents, including non-believers. The two largest of these religious groups are Christianity and Islam with about 52.5% of the total adherents in the world. The problem with comparing these two groups is that their adherents do not have a consistent set of beliefs. According to the website, http://philvaz.com/apologetics/a120.htm (39), there are about 33,820 Christian denominations in 238 different countries. And there are at least two or three different sets of beliefs among the adherents in Islam.

			It is hard to imagine how so many different Christian beliefs can come from the teachings of the one man, Jesus Christ. It appears that some church doctrines are driven by church tradition and not by the Word of God. We must find a way to move from tradition to submission and trust God to do the rest. The purpose of this book is to conduct a scientific analysis of the Holy Bible to find Universal Principles that we all might be able to agree on and live by in the Church House and on Main Street.

			This book is divided into five volumes which deal with questions that we might ask about the Bible, the origins of the universe, or the issues covered by the application of the Universal Principles to our social institutions. The first four volumes of the book deal with the four dimensions of the Holy Bible.

			Volume 1 deals with the Physical (Scientific) Dimension of the Bible. It seeks to answer the questions: How did we get here? How old is the universe? And who are our Ancestors?

			Volume 2 deals with the Spiritual Dimension of the Bible and seeks to find Universal Principles from God’s Word that teach us how to live according to God’s will.

			Volume 3 deals with the Prophetic Dimension of the Bible. It provides a historical record of how God has worked through the Nation of Israel to pre-determine the events of life, to pre-determine the conditions that surrounded the events of life, and to judge humanity based on their responses to those events and conditions of life.

			Volume 4 deals with the Social Dimension of the Bible. It defines the four social institutions created by God: the family, human government, the Nation of Israel, and the Church, and investigates ways the Universal Principles discovered in Volume 2 may be applied in those four social institutions.

			Volume 5 summarizes the bottom-line conclusions and recommendations from the scientific analysis of the first four volumes and the four dimensions of the Bible, and it defines the meaning of the symbols that will be used to represent the Universal Principles. It includes a Comprehensive 8-Year American Recovery Plan (ARP) developed from the Universal Principles, which addresses all of the major problems faced by our nation and the world. This ARP is designed to return the power of government to the American people by establishing a legislative action plan with timetables to address the major issues we are facing as a nation.

			The reader can go to Volume 5 and read the conclusions and recommendations reached about a question or issue, and then go to the other volume and chapter that deals with the details of that question or issue, and see how those conclusions and recommendations were derived. The detailed table of contents for each of the other four volumes is included at the end of Volume 5, so that the reader can quickly find the proper volume and chapter for detailed investigations.

			The Scientific Method will be used to search for the Universal Principles in the Holy Bible.

			Before we embark on this scientific analysis of the Holy Bible, we need to get an understanding of the Scientific Method, which scientists use to perform a scientific analysis. The website, http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/ (8), provides a very simple definition of the scientific method and the steps involved in its implementation:

			“The scientific method is a process used for experimentation, the exploration of observations, and to answer questions. It is used by scientists to search for cause and effect relationships in nature.” The steps of the scientific method are to:

			
				1.	Ask a question

				2.	Do background research about the question

				3.	Construct a hypothesis about the question

				4.	Test the hypothesis by doing an experiment on the question

				5.	Analyze the experimental data and draw a conclusion about the question

				6.	Communicate the results concerning the question”

			
			The website, http://teacher.nsrl.rochester.edu:8080/phy_labs/AppendixE/AppendixE.html (9), provides a more classical definition of the scientific method and the steps involved in its implementation:

			“The scientific method is a process used by scientists to, collectively and over time, work toward an accurate (that is, reliable, consistent and non-arbitrary) representation of the world. Because personal and cultural beliefs influence both perceptions and interpretations of natural phenomena, scientists use standard procedures and criteria to minimize those influences when developing a theory. As a famous scientist once said, “Smart people (like smart lawyers) can come up with very good explanations for mistaken points of view.” In summary, scientists use the scientific method to minimize the influence of bias or prejudice when conducting an experiment or test on a hypothesis or theory. The scientific method has four steps:

			
				1.	Observe and describe a phenomenon or group of phenomena.

				2.	Formulate a hypothesis to explain the phenomena. In physics, the hypothesis may include a causal mechanism or a mathematical relationship.

				3.	Use the hypothesis to predict the existence of other phenomena, or to predict quantitatively the results of new observations.

				4.	Conduct experimental tests of the predictions by using independent experimenters and properly performed experiments.

			
			If the experimental tests support the hypothesis, it may eventually be considered a theory or law of nature. If the experimental tests do not support the hypothesis, it must be rejected or modified. The key element of the scientific method is the predictive power of the hypothesis or theory, as tested by experiment. In science it is often said that theories can never be proved; only disproved. There is always the possibility that a new observation or a new experiment will conflict with a long-standing theory.

			A scientific theory or law is the representation of a hypothesis, or a related group of hypotheses, which has been verified by repeated experimental tests. In physics scientific theories are often formulated in terms of a few concepts and equations, which are associated with “laws of nature,” which suggests that they can be applied universally. Theories and laws that have been accepted by the scientific community become part of our understanding of the universe and become the basis for exploring less well-understood areas of knowledge.”

			In this scientific analysis of the Holy Bible, a simple and straightforward approach similar to the first definition of the scientific method will be used, that is, of asking a question and using systematic research to find the answer to the question. Specific questions about biblical scripture will be answered by finding all scriptures relating to the question and drawing a conclusion from an analysis of all the scriptures in their contexts. The questions asked will be directed toward the four dimensions of the Bible: the physical (scientific) dimension, the spiritual dimension, the prophetic dimension, and the social dimension as discussed below.

			First, the scientific method will be used to investigate the current scientific view of the universe and, based on the discoveries of the past few centuries, attempt to close the gap between the current scientific view of the universe and the prevailing religious view of the universe. Many times, the “Logical Conclusions” that are reached by this scientific approach will not agree with the current scientific view of the universe or the prevailing religious view of the universe. However, the intent of this book and this scientific approach is not to create more controversy, but rather to stimulate a higher level of scientific research and Biblical investigation by scientists and theologians.

			Second, the scientific method will be used to investigate the spiritual content of the Bible as it relates to the universe from a macro conceptual point of view based on the eight covenants that God has made with humanity through the Nation of Israel. The purpose of this part of the analysis is to search the Bible for Universal Principles that deal with the spiritual issues that divide the religious community into many different denominations, sects, and belief structures. The intent here is to investigate all of the major World Religions in an attempt to find potential areas of agreement on Universal Principles of behavior for all of humanity that will promote peace, prosperity, and the survival for all nations.

			Third, the prophetic dimension of the Bible will be investigated by studying the history of the Nation of Israel from Abraham to Jesus Christ to show how God has used His covenants with the Nation of Israel to reveal how He predetermines the events of life, how He predetermines the conditions surrounding the events of life, and how He judges humanity based on their responses to the events and conditions of life. The investigative questions will deal with the history of God’s predetermined events, conditions, and judgments in the Nation of Israel to fulfill His covenants with Abraham, his descendants, and all of humanity, in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.

			Fourth, the social dimension of the Bible will be investigated by studying each of the institutions created by God: the family, human government, the Nation of Israel, and the Church. Biblical answers to the following questions will be investigated about these four institutions: How did they begin? What is their purpose for existing? What are our roles and responsibilities toward these institutions? And how can the Universal Principles be applied in these four institutions?

			The express purposes of this book are to:

			
				1.	Find Universal Principles that will promote peace, prosperity, and survival for all who follow them, no matter their race, gender, nationality, sexual orientation, religious beliefs (belief in God, agnostic, or atheist), economic status, or political affiliation.

				2.	Utilize those Universal Principles to gather data that will inform you about the nature and potential causes of the problems we are facing as a nation and world, and then offer solutions based on research and input from the many voices on the internet and elsewhere.
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CHAPTER 22 
What are the Social Institutions Created by God?

			
				A.	Introduction

			
			God established four institutions through His Word, the Holy Bible: the family, human government, the Nation of Israel, and the church. It may be inferred, from our analysis of the Holy Bible thus far, that each of these institutions serves a universal function in God’s plan for humanity:

			
				1.	The Family, as defined in the Holy Bible, serves as the building block of every society and is necessary for the continued survival of humanity and each individual family tree.

				2.	Human government serves as God’s instrument for judgment, justice, and social order within each human community and between different human communities.

				3.	The Nation of Israel serves as God’s instrument for the communication of His promises, His will, and His purposes to humanity through His covenants, laws, judgments and ordinances found in the Old Testament of the Holy Bible.

				4.	The Church teaches humanity about the kingdom of God and the character of God and fulfills the promises made by God in the Old Testament as revealed in the New Covenant concerning the redemption and salvation of humanity, which is found in the New Testament of the Holy Bible.

			
			The family was the first human institution that God created when he decreed that “a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). God gave this union of man and wife three Universal Commandments: “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth” (Gen. 1:28). To ensure the long-term survival of humanity and the short-term survival of our own individual family trees, we must all support this family concept, no matter what personal lifestyle we might choose for our own life.

			God’s purpose for human government is to serve as both a custodian and an enforcer of His universal laws and judgments. God established the Ten Commandments as the universal principles for the protection of the citizens of the Nation of Israel in their relationships with God and in their relationships with one another. God promoted the Ten Commandments to the citizens in the nation by the establishment of the Mosaic Covenant and the Palestinian Covenant.

			To implement the Ten Commandments, God established detailed judgments and ordinances to punish those citizens who violated the laws. Exodus 18:13-26 shows how Moses eventually organized the people to more efficiently implement God’s laws for the maintenance of justice and social order in the nation. In summary, God created government to establish universal laws for the protection of humanity, to promote and teach those laws for the general welfare of humanity, and to punish those who violate those universal laws for the maintenance of social order.

			God established, through the Nation of Israel, the Holy Bible which reveals His character, His will, and His purposes for humanity and teaches humanity how to live in harmony with God and in harmony with one another. God has used the first five books of the Bible to reveal how and when the universe was created (Gen. 1:1-2:25), to reveal who our ancestors are (Gen. 5:1:32; 10:1-32; 11:10-32), to establish His covenant with Abraham to build the Nation of Israel through which all of humanity would be blessed (Gen. 12:1-3), and to establish the Ten Commandments (the Law) and detailed judgments and ordinances to let humanity know the behavior that would be pleasing to Him and to provide social harmony (Gen. 19:5-8; 20:1-17).

			God has used the Books of Job, Ecclesiastics, and Jeremiah to describe and demonstrate how He sustains the perpetual activities of the universe (Job Chapters 38 and 39), how He predetermines the events and conditions of life in the universe (Eccl. 3:1:15), how He judges the free will of humanity by their responses to the conditions of life (Eccl. 3:16-22), and how He revealed the New Covenant that fulfills His promises to Abraham and to all of humanity (Jer. 31:31-34). The Book of Job also reveals how God allows Satan to test the free will of humanity, but limits the extent of Satan’s temptations (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6). In summary, God chose the Nation of Israel as the vehicle to reveal His character, will and purposes to humanity, to communicate His covenants and laws to humanity for spiritual and social harmony, and to establish a pathway to redemption and salvation for all of humanity.

			The church is God’s vehicle to fulfill the promises He made to Abraham and all of humanity in the Old Testament covenants, which are encompassed in the New Covenant and the New Testament of the Holy Bible. The first four books of the New Testament reveal how God has fulfilled the promises of His Old Testament laws and covenants with humanity through the Gospel of His Son Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ taught us how to transform the “works of the written law” from the Old Testament into the “spirit of the written law” in the New Testament, which allows us to live in a manner which is consistent with the character and will of God.

			For those of us who have faith in his Gospel, Jesus Christ will fulfill the promises of the New Covenant: to write God’s law in our hearts, to totally restore God’s people, to make it possible for us to be taught individually by God, and to have our sins completely removed and forgiven. Jesus Christ condenses the five Universal Commandments and ten Mosaic Commandments in the Old Testament down into the following two great commandments from the Old Testament:

			
				a.	“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.” (Matt. 22:37-38) (Deut. 6:5)

				b.	“And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matt. 22:39-40) (Lev. 19:18).

			
			Author’s Note: Since there are many Christian denominations who may interpret the Holy Bible and the Gospel of Jesus Christ in slightly different ways. The relationship between God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit will be defined in this book in accordance with the conclusion reached by this scientific analysis of the Bible. This scientific analysis of the Bible concludes that there is no trinity in the Godhead; that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three separate entities who perform separate functions, and that there is only one God. It is my hope that the Universal Principles revealed by this scientific analysis of the Holy Bible will encourage all the religions, Christian denominations, and governments in the world to find ways to come together and work toward the common good and welfare of all people.

			Logical Conclusion: From the analysis of the scriptures relating to the introduction to the four institutions created by God, it may be inferred that:

			
				a.	The purpose of the Family is to ensure the long-term survival of humanity and the short-term survival of our own individual family trees.

				b.	The purpose of Human Government is to serve as both a custodian and an enforcer of God’s universal laws and judgments.

				c.	The purpose for the Nation of Israel was to become God’s vehicle to:

				a.	Reveal His character, will and purposes to humanity;

				b.	Communicate His covenants and laws to humanity for spiritual and social harmony; and

				c.	Establish a pathway to redemption and salvation for all of humanity.

				5.	The purpose of the Church is to fulfill the promised blessings that God made to Abraham and all of humanity in the Old Testament covenants, which are encompassed in the New Covenant and the New Testament of the Holy Bible.

			
			Note: The source of the commentary about these four institutions created by God in the following paragraphs of this Chapter, except for the history of Israel, will come from (Boa, et al. (1985), The Open Bible, Expanded Edition, KJV, Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers), which includes “The Christian’s Guide to the New Life (CGNL), which will be abbreviated as OBEE. This source is Item 5a of our reference list at the back of this book. The author has provided commentary in the section concerning the history of Israel based on information obtained from the OBEE and other sources.

			
				B.	The Family

				1.	How did the family begin? (Gen. 2:18-25) (Source: Item 5a, Pages 5-6)

			
			According to The Open Bible, Expanded Edition (OBEE), the details of the origin of the family is in Genesis 1:27; “male and female created he them.” The “and female” part of the statement in this scripture gives an indication of how woman was created. Three observations about this scripture from other scriptural references will help us to better understand how the family began:

			
				a.	The need for woman (Gen. 2:18-20). The woman is absolutely indispensable in God’s plan for the family. God observed that, “it is not good that the man should be alone” (Gen. 2:18), and resolved to make a “help meet” for Adam. The woman’s role in the will of God was to be a “help” who was appropriate for man to satisfy his every particular mental, spiritual, emotional, social, and physical need.

				b.	The provision of woman for man (Gen. 2:21-24). After causing Adam to go to sleep, God removed one of his ribs and “made” a woman (Gen. 2:22) whom Adam acknowledged as being his equal, “bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.” This has become known as the universal law of marriage (Gen. 2:24), in which it can be seen that:

				1.	It is the man’s responsibility to establish the marriage – he is to “leave his father and his mother;”

				2.	It is the man’s responsibility to keep the union together – he is to “cleave unto” his wife; and

				3.	The union should be unbreakable – “they shall be one flesh.”

				c.	The state of the first man and woman (Gen. 2:25) – The first man and woman were “naked” in each other’s presence and “were not ashamed,” which means there is no shame in nudity when it occurs in the marital union. This passage clearly teaches that:

				1.	Sex is not sinful, because it was God’s idea from the beginning;

				2.	Sex came before Adam and Eve sinned, and if their sin had never taken place, there would still be sexual relations between a man and his wife;

				3.	Although propagation of the species is one reason for sex, it is not the only reason. The Bible gives two other reasons for sex: (1) To stimulate love between the husband and wife (Heb. 13:4); (2) To prevent adultery and fornication – the unlawful satisfaction of the God-given sexual desire (1 Cor. 7:2).

				2.	What are three essentials for a Godly home? (Deut. 6:4-9) (Source: Item 5a, Pages 184-185)

			
			The OBEE further teaches that when the new generation of Israelites were preparing to enter the Promised Land the second time on the plains of Moab, Moses reviewed God’s Law with the people. He sets forth the three components that are essential for a Godly home:

			
				a.	God must be revealed in the home (Deut. 6:4) – Everyone in the home must acknowledge God as the one and only God: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord” (Deut. 6:4).

				b.	There must be a proper response to God’s revelation (Deut. 6:5). The response of the people in the home to God’s revelation should be to love God with all their hearts, souls, and minds: “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deut. 6:5; Matt. 22:37). This is the only appropriate response to the eternal God who has revealed Himself to us.

				c.	There must be a threefold responsibility (Deut. 6:6-9), which acts as a check upon the proper response to God’s revelation. The earthly father will be fulfilling his threefold responsibility if he responds to God with love. If he fails in any of the following three areas of responsibility, confession of sin is necessary, because he does not love God with all his heart, soul, and mind. The three areas of responsibility are:

				1.	To have God’s truth govern his heart (Deut. 6:6) – God’s truth must be reflected in the character of the earthly father;

				2.	To have God’s truth govern his home – the earthly father must teach the truths of God’s revelation to his children by both formal (teach diligently) and informal (talk of them) instruction; and

				3.	To have God’s truth govern his habits and conduct personally, privately, and publicly. The conduct of the earthly father personally, privately, and publicly must be consistent with a character that is governed by God. In short, the earthly father is to be the teacher in the home, which is a divine school.

			
			In summary, as the spiritual leader and teacher in the family, the earthly father should live in accordance with the Universal Principles revealed by the Word of God and teach those Universal Principles to his children.

			
				3.	What is the Role of the Husband? (Col. 3:19) (Source: Item 5a, Page 1179)

			
			The OBEE further teaches that Ephesians 5:25 commands husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave his life for it, which is a love that goes beyond sexual or emotional love, although they are both involved. It is a love that loves regardless of the response (or the lack of a response) from the wife. It is the kind of love that God has for the world as expressed in John 3:16, and it is the fruit of the Spirit as expressed in Galatians 5:22. Just as Christ (as leader of the church) sacrificed his life for the church, the husband (as leader of the family) must sacrifice his life for the wife and the family. Just as Christ taught servant leadership in Luke 22:26 and demonstrated servant leadership in the washing of his disciple’s feet in John 13:14-15, the husband should be the servant leader of the wife and the family.

			1Peter 3:7 commands the husband to dwell together with his wife and give her the honor that is due her because she is his wife. To “dwell together” with his wife means that the husband involves his wife in every aspect of his life, and there should be no areas of his life that he keeps secret from his wife, unless it is a requirement of his employment. The husband cannot dwell with his wife in this way and give her the honor she deserves as his wife unless he loves her in the manner that is commanded in Ephesians 5:25 above.

			The husband should perform the two duties of dwelling together with his wife and giving her the honor she is due, to accomplish a spiritual purpose: “that your prayers be not hindered.” If the husband is not accomplishing these two duties, he cannot communicate with his wife in the way that God intended, and he cannot communicate effectively with God either. To keep his channel of communication open with God, the husband must keep his channel of communication open with his wife. Only in this way can he truly love his wife as God intended and exhibit his servant leadership in the family properly.

			According to the Center for Disease Control National Center for Health Statistics (CDC/NCHS), in 2017 about 42% of all marriages in America ended in divorce. Mr. Lynn D. Wardle, the Bruce C. Hafen Professor of Law at Brigham Young University, in his CNSNews.com article, How to End the Growing “Marriage Crisis” in America, (https://www.cnsnews.com/commentary/lynn-wardle/how-end-growing-marriage-crisis-america (60)) believes that the high divorce rate in America was caused by the adoption of unilateral “no fault” divorce laws in most states in the 1960s and 1970s. These “no fault” laws changed how Americans viewed marriage from a committed, expected-to-be permanent relationship to an easily-disposable relationship. To greatly improve divorce statistics and the statistics on cohabitation before or without marriage, Mr. Wardle believes that couples should not enter marriage expecting their marriage or their spouses to be perfect, but couples should be jointly committed to building (not finding) a perfect marriage.

			Dr. Ed Young, Senior Pastor of the Second Baptist Church in Huston, Texas, produced an audio CD entitled, How to Become a SUPER Husband (Tape ACD 1345), which teaches how a husband can build a better relationship with his wife. It is based on Proverbs 18:22: “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord.” To improve his relationship with his wife, the husband must satisfy the basic needs of his wife, as identified by modern studies of married women, which are affection, communication, openness and honesty.

			Dr. Young uses the word SUPER as an acronym to describe how the husband can improve his relationship with his wife as follows:

			
				a.	S = Sacrificially. The husband must live sacrificially before his wife and love his wife as commanded by Ephesians 5:25 above, which means he must be willing to give up some aspects of his personal live to meet the needs of his wife. Just as Jesus gave up his life for the church, the husband must give up his life for the wife and the family.

				b.	U = Understanding. The husband must understand his wife as well as he understands his own body, and he must love his wife as he loves his own body (Ehp. 5:28). Hugging is a very important part of a marriage.

				c.	P = Patience. The husband must be patient with his wife, because when a man marries a woman, he marries a foreigner – she is different and she thinks differently. Women are left brainers and men are right brainers. Men think linearly, women think globally. A woman’s approach to life is different from that of a man.

				d.	E = Engaging. This means that the husband must talk to his wife and avoid communication killers such as, not listening enough before speaking, using terminal words in a bad tone of voice, and not telling the truth. The husband can be sure he is listening by asking questions, and he should not lie to his wife. Silence also kills communication, and so does using the wrong word at the wrong time or the poor timing of a response.

				e.	R = Reliable. The wife must have a husband she can count on in a time of need or trouble.

			
			A good marriage is not the result of good luck; it is the result of hard work. Good marriages are not free of conflicts, but the couples in good marriages know how to deal with conflict, and conflict can be therapeutic if the couples come together properly. Husbands must honor their wives (1Pet. 3:7)

			
				4.	What is the Role of the Wife? (1 Pet. 3:1-6) (Source: Item 5a, Page 1237)

			
			The OBEE further teaches that in 1Peter 3:1-6, the wife’s only responsibility in the family is to “be in subjection” to her husband. The woman is to be in submission to her husband, but not to mankind in general. The subjection of a wife to her husband does not imply any kind of natural inferiority on the part of the wife to the husband. In a marriage the two people become one. Consequently, there are two intellects, two sets of emotions, and two wills that have been joined together to create one. To keep this union from coming apart and destroying itself, one of those persons is charged with leadership in the relationship, and the other is charged with submission.

			According to Ephesians 5:21 the husband must also be in submission to the wife. The husband and the wife must be in submission to one another. The role of the husband as leader of the family is the same as the role of Christ as leader of the church. As mentioned earlier concerning the role of the husband, just as Christ (as leader of the church) sacrificed his life for the church, the husband (as leader of the family) must sacrifice his life for the wife and the family.

			Just as the church is in submission to Christ for his unconditional love and sacrifice for the church, the wife must be in submission to the husband for his unconditional love and sacrifice for the wife and the family (Eph. 5:22-25). To merit the submission of the wife, the husband must love her unconditionally (Eph. 5:25), dwell together with her and honor her (1Pet. 3:7). This means that the husband must involve his wife in every aspect of his life, and there should be no areas of his life that he keeps secret from her, unless it is a requirement of his employment.

			Dr. Ed Young produced an audio CD entitled, How to Become a SUPER Wife (Tape ACD 1346), which teaches how a wife can build a better relationship with her husband. It is based on Proverbs 12:4: “A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband, but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones.” As he stated in the Super Husband CD, men and women are put together differently physically and emotionally. Men are wired very simply. Women are very complex in their wiring. Therefore, the man and the woman will see marriage from a different perspective.

			He reveals that Chapter 5 of Ephesians defines the functions of the husband and the wife in marriage. For the husband it is sacrifice and love. It says the husband is to love the wife but does not say that the wife should love the husband. It is the husband’s responsibility to initiate love. He is to model love to his wife. As Christ sacrificed his life for the church, the husband must sacrifice for the wife and the family. In Ephesians 5:22, wives are commanded to be in submission to their husbands as to the Lord. The husband is head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church. But as the church is subject to Christ, so should the wife be subject to her husband in everything. This scripture is talking about the perfect picture of marriage prior to the sin of Adam and Eve.

			Dr. Young defines the word “submissive” to mean “arrange yourself under.” The wife is to be submissive to the husband and the husband is to be submissive to the wife (Eph. 5:21). The husband and the wife are to be submissive to one another. The husband is to be head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church. Christ became head of the church through his sacrifice and we (in the church) decided to “arrange ourselves under” Christ because of his sacrifice. If the wife decides to “arrange herself” under her husband and give him all that is feminine in her, then God can make of him all that He intended for him to become. If the husband will “arrange himself” under the wife and give her all that is masculine in him, then God can make of her all that He intended for her to become.

			The leadership of the husband over the wife and the family is not secular leadership, it is servant leadership, and the wife is in submission to that servant leadership. The wife is to be reverent and respectful to her husband as the husband is to live sacrificially and in love with his wife. The two have now become one flesh as it was before Adam and Eve sinned. The original curse has been lifted by the blood of Christ, and the husband now has the responsibility and accountability before God for the spiritual welfare of the home.

			Dr. Young also uses the word SUPER as an acronym to describe how the wife can improve her relationship with her husband, based on the needs of married men as identified by modern studies of married men, as follows:

			
				a.	S = Sexual Fulfillment. Sex is a sacred, holy gift from God for marriage, and it is to be celebrated. The husband is to provide an affectionate atmosphere for the expression of lovemaking in the marriage, because the purpose of sex is not just for procreation; it is also for pleasure. The wife does not have power over her body; the husband does. And the husband does not have power over his body; the wife does (1Cor. 7:3-4).

				b.	U = Unique Appreciation. Only a wife can uniquely appreciate her husband in ways that others can’t. Most husbands need more appreciation than their wives do because of their egos. Appreciation ranks high, because wives know things about their husbands that others do not know. The wife should identify the positive qualities that are unique about her husband and express appreciation for them.

				c.	P = Partner in the Home. Happy hour should be when the husband comes home, not at the local bar. Happy hour is usually the place where husbands go and get watered down before going home to face the family. Happy hour should be when the husband arrives home. He should look forward to coming home and being with his soul mate, friend, confidant, and the one who puts music in his life.

				d.	E = Enchanting Wife. This is a wife who has attractiveness that is not just physical attractiveness, which is important, but she also has inner spiritual attractiveness in her life. Inner spiritual attractiveness is the radiance, genuineness, integrity, and joy that come from her walk with God, which makes her very attractive. Physical attractiveness is fleeting, but inner spiritual attractiveness goes to the heart.

				e.	R = Recreational Companionship. Women become friends by conversation; men become friends through activity. Men do things together to become friends. A wife’s husband should also be her friend. In order to be his friend, the wife needs a recreational activity that she and her husband can enjoy together. The recreational activity that the wife chooses should be something that the husband thoroughly enjoys doing, not something that she is trying to teach him to enjoy.

			
			This is what it takes to become a SUPER wife, and wives are called upon to meet these needs in their husbands. When a wife meets these needs in her husband, she will have a marriage that is on fire for God and filled with the blessing of the Almighty.

			
				5.	What is the Role of Children? (Prov. 1:8) (Item 5a, Page 615)

			
			The OBEE teaches that, according to the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, the only responsibility of children in the family is to obey their parents. Solomon states in Proverbs 1:8: “My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.” The Apostle Paul more fully explains the admonition of Solomon in Ephesians 6:1-3: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.” Children is an inclusive term which means any sex and any age.

			God has intervened and directly stated what He would have children do in at least two scriptures. The first time was Exodus 20:12 when He gave a revelation to Moses and Israel in which He commanded, “Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” The last time was Colossians 3:20 when He gave a revelation to Paul, “Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.” It is God’s will for children that they obey their parents.

			The expression in the Lord means that this responsibility is not limited only to the circumstances where the parents are believers. Colossians 3:20 clearly states that children are to obey their parents “in all things,” not just in those things relating to Christian living. Also, In the Lord can more properly be understood to mean by the Lord or because it is the Lord’s command (this is what God says children are to do). For this is right indicates that it is righteous or godlike for children to obey their parents.
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