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INTRODUCTION

I HAVE been honoured by the Publishers in having been asked to re-write and bring up to date, as far as possible, the book Bulldogs and all About Them by Mr. Henry St. John Cooper, which to-day is out of print. I have had thirty-five years’ experience of dogs, and have tried to give the novice the information he requires, in order to save him from falling into the pit-holes that others have fallen into in the past. I have read carefully all the books that have been written on Bulldogs, from the first one written by the late Edgar Farman, and feel that I cannot do better than quote a few pages from the original edition of this work.

That the Bulldog is undoubtedly a product of the British Islands I, for one, firmly believe; and though, of course, it has not been and never will be conclusively proved, this is a generally accepted fact. Old-time writers—de Langley, Dr. Caius, and Dame Julianna Berners—do not in their works mention the Bulldog, which, of course, is no proof that the dog did not exist under some other name. It was later in its history that the dog became known as the “Bulldog,” due, of course, to the fact that it was used for the purpose of bull-baiting.

Exactly when this old English “sport” first started it is hardly possible to say, but in The Survey of Stamford the following reference is made to its probable origin:—

“William Earl Warren, Lord of this town in the reign of King John (1209), standing upon the walls of his castle at Stamford, saw two bulls fighting for a cow in the castle meadows, till all the butchers’ dogs pursued one of the bulls, which was maddened by the noise and multitude, through the town. This sight so pleased the Earl that he gave the castle meadow where the bulls’ combat began, for a common to the butchers of the town after the first grass was mowed, on condition that they should find ‘a mad bull’ on a day six weeks before Christmas for the continuance of that sport for ever.”

This may or may not have been the origin of the sport of bull-baiting. At any rate, whatever its origin, it became, with the passing of years, increasingly popular. Naturally, being a demand, there had to be a supply of dogs suitable for this “sport.” These dogs were carefully bred by selection; beauty and symmetry of form were in no way desirable, the appearance of the dog counting for nothing—courage, power and ferocity for everything. There can be little doubt about it but that from the thirteenth to the eighteenth centuries bull-baiting was as much the national sport of this country as bull-fighting with men and horses is in Spain to-day. There is on record the will of one George Staverton, dated May 15, 1661, by which he gave the whole rent of his house situated at Staines, near London, to buy a bull annually for ever, which bull he gave to the people of the town of Wokingham, in Berks, to be there baited, then killed and equitably divided, the money collected from the spectators to be laid out in shoes and stockings to be distributed among the children of the poor.
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THE CELEBRATED ENGRAVING OF “CRIB AND ROSA,” BY ABRAHAM COOPER AND JOHN SCOTT.

From the collection of Alfred Benjamin, Esq.

In the year 1778 the Duke of Devonshire, then Steward of Tutbury, in Staffordshire, succeeded in abolishing the annual bull-baiting which took place in that town, originating in 1374. It is said that the complication of cruelties that were exercised at this particular baiting were of such a sickening character as to be too horrible to record.

With the advance of civilization and humanity, very strong feeling was raised against this barbarous sport. Clergymen and gentlemen commenced an attack upon it, while some, from whom better might have been expected, took up the cudgels in its defence. Mr. Windham in the House of Commons in the first year of the nineteenth century, stated that in his opinion “the sport kept alive the spirit of the English character.” He was, however, one of few, and the many being opposed, the sport declined, and in due course became illegal, to the great benefit of everyone concerned, with the possible exception of the ruffians who bred the dogs and made money from the exhibitions.

The extraordinary courage possessed by these dogs is hardly believable. Bred from a long line of fighting ancestors, a dog was at length arrived at of such ferocity and courage as to seem almost insensible to pain. In the very early years of the nineteenth century it is said that the owner of a Bulldog living in the North of England was so confident in the courage of his animal that he made some trifling wager that he would set his dog at a bull, and that at four distinct intervals he would cut off one of the animal’s feet, yet that would not deter the dog from still attacking the bull. It is said that the experiment was made, and that in spite of the terrible suffering the animal must have undergone, it still continued to attack on its bleeding stumps with the same eagerness as before.

When the baiting of bulls and bears was made illegal by Act of Parliament in the year 1835, as well also as dog-fighting, the last-named “sport”—for so I must call it for want of another name—continued to flourish more or less sub rosa for another half century. If anything, this dogfight ng business was even more degrading and horrible than the bull-baiting. I do not propose in this little book to go very deeply into the subject. For those who would perfect their knowledge of the later history of the Bulldog as a fighting dog, I would warmly recommend a perusal of Mr. Edgar Farman’s book, where this and other matters relating to the early history of the Bulldog are very fully treated of and illustrated.

In this same book. Mr. Edgar Farman wrote: “The Bulldog is first mentioned in literature in the year 1500. The oldest spelling of the word is ‘bonddogge’ and ‘boldogge,’ while Dr. Caius (1576) uses the term ‘banndogge.’ . . . The Bandog is only once mentioned by Shakespeare, the instance occurring in the second part of King Henry VI, Act I, Scene IV—‘The time when screech-owls cry and bandogs howle.’” Mr. Farman then continues: “The first mention of the Bulldog with an approach to its modern spelling,” etc., etc.; but the question is, was Mr. Farman right in supposing that the Bandog was the ancestor of the Bulldog? Personally, I think not. It is certain that both dogs were closely allied, but the Bulldog existed as “the Bulldog” at the same period as the Bandog was a recognized breed. Moreover, these dogs differ in several essential characteristics. The Bandog was rough-coated, generally of yellowish or sandy grey colour. He also possessed a keen scent, which has never been an attribute of the Bulldog. The Bandog was a manufactured breed produced by a cross between the Mastiff and the Foxhound, which accounts, of course, for the powers of scent possessed by him. That no cross of the Foxhound or any other sporting dog has ever been made in the case of the Bulldog is practically certain, though a Bulldog cross has been used to the improvement of other breeds. When a matter is so completely shrouded in mystery, and when one has no authentic data to go upon as in the case of the origin of the Bulldog, one is reduced to conjecture and the piecing together of such evidence as may be obtainable. Writers on the subject of the Bulldog have come to different conclusions in many cases. Some are of opinion that the Bulldog and the Mastiff shared a common parentage and were descended from the Allaunt, the dog written of by de Langley, who was Duke of York and one of the seven sons of Edward III. Though all are not in agreement upon the close relationship between the Mastiff and the Bulldog, it seems yet difficult to regard the two animals and not form the opinion that at some period far back in history a common stock was responsible for both. It is here again one meets with the opposition of no less a person than the famous naturalist, Buffon, who was of opinion that the Mastiff was not an original race but a mongrel between the Irish Greyhound and the Bulldog; but I do not think this theory has ever been accepted by other writers.
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“BILLY,” “ROSE,” AND “TUMBLER.”

The property of F. Redmond.The engraving dedicated to Lord Macdonald.

From the collection of Alfred Benjamin, Esq.

In the very early history of the dogs of this island, we are told that the ancient Britons took into battle with them large, ferocious and formidable dogs. It may well be imagined what useful allies they formed in those days of picturesque hand-to-hand combats, especially as the warriors’ nether limbs were not adequately protected. Rightly or wrongly, I believe that both the English Mastiff and the Bulldog are descendants of these war-dogs of far-away times. Be that as it may, it is clearly a matter of impossibility to offer more than supposition and conjecture as to the origin of the Bulldog.

As was naturally to be expected, when bull-baiting became illegal, and the dog was no longer in demand for the purpose of “sport,” the breed showed signs of declining, with the extreme possibility of dying out altogether. Then came forward a number of gentlemen interested in resuscitating and keeping alive a breed of dogs who had played so important a part in the, possibly, baser history of our country. The Bulldog in many ways was regarded as being typical of the land from which he sprung. His courage was indomitable. No dogs, however great, would overwhelm him, but he would bear with unflinching heroism any pain to which he might be subjected. That he was a bad character was not his fault, but rather that of his old-time master, who was even lower in the scale than he was.

These gentlemen, then, unwilling to see the breed die out, made every effort to resuscitate it, but not on the old lines. They no longer wanted a ferocious brute, whose one idea in life was to attack, but they wished to retain all the splendid qualities of the dog without its ferocity. Prominent among these was Mr. Jacob Lamphier, whose Bulldog, “King Dick,” is regarded as one of the founders of the modern Bulldog family. With him was Mr. F. Lamphier, Mr. Tom Turton Mr. J. W. Berrie, the late greatly lamented President of the Bulldog Club Incorporated, Mr. G. W. Richards, of Hever, one time of Sheffield, whose sensational purchase of “British Monarch” created so great a sensation in that town at the time. Mr. Richards, I am glad to note here, is as keenly an interested breeder and exhibitor of Bulldogs to-day as he was close on half a century ago, and is one of our most highly esteemed and popular judges of that breed. With the foregoing were Mr. Robert Fulton, the Hinks, of Birmingham (father and son), Mr. Harry Layton, Mr. Bill George, Mr. Jack Henshall, Mr. E. W. Jaquet (the late esteemed Secretary of the Kennel Club), Mr. Harding Cox, so well known in sporting circles, and one of the finest judges of sporting dogs living, Mr. “Billy” Ford, Mr. Alfred Benjamin, Mr. Sam Woodiwiss, Mr. Pybus Sellon, Mr. Cyril Jackson, Sir Edward Bowers (the late Hon. Secretary of the British Bulldog Club), Mr. R. G. S. Mann, Mr. W. H. Sprague, and others whose names do not occur to me at the moment. To these and to those who worked with them is due the fact that the British Bulldog survives to-day.

But the Bulldog as we moderns know him is in appearance a very different animal to that which our forefathers knew, and which in his book, written nearly one hundred years ago, Capt. Thomas Brown refers to as follows, although here and there the description of the then Bulldog with its modern prototype tallies:—

“The Bulldog is low in stature, deep-chested and strongly made about the shoulders and thighs, the muscles of both of which are extremely developed. His head is broad, his nose short and the underjaw projects beyond the upper, which gives him a fierce and disagreeable aspect. His eyes are distant and prominent and have a peculiar suspicious-like leer, which, with the distention of his nostrils, gives him also a contemptuous look, and from his teeth being always seen, he has the constant appearance of grinning, while he is perfectly passive . . . but the most important quality . . . is the diminution of the brain. The cerebral capacity of the Bulldog is sensibly smaller than in any other race, and it is doubtless to the decrease of the encephalon that we must attribute its inferiority to all others in everything relating to intelligence. The Bulldog is scarcely capable of any education and is fitted for nothing but for combat and ferocity.”
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BULLDOGS AND BADGER.

The engraving from a cabinet picture in the possession of Wm. Surtees, Esq.

From the collection of Alfred Benjamin, Esq.

So in the year 1829 wrote Capt. Brown, and there is no doubt that what he said was perfectly justified at the time, but no writer could say these things with truth of the modern Bulldog. We have only to look, for example, at the illustration which was reproduced in Bulldogs and Bulldog Breeding, a reproduction of an engraving by Thomas Landseer, a copy of which is in the possession of Mr. Sam Woodiwiss, of Graveleys, Essex. The engraving depicts “Little Billy,” the old English Bulldog of the year 1827. To look at it, one might almost suppose it to be a creature of a diseased imagination. Note the teeth which Capt. Brown alludes to, the prominent light eyes, the malformation of the fore legs and tail, the distinct hare feet, and the, to say the least of it, uncertain carriage of the ears. Whether Landseer did justice to “Little Billy” or not, I should not like to say, and probably it would be very unfair to accept him as he stands as a specimen of the grand old breed of that period.

There are numerous other prints of somewhere about the same date to which we can refer and which gives us a far better idea of what the old-time Bulldog was like. Mr. Alfred Benjamin, the well-known late President of the Bulldog Club Incorporated, possessed, I believe, one of the only six impressions of an engraving after a picture painted by J. C. Scanlen. The picture shows Ben White, the noted dog dealer of the early nineteenth century, running his Bulldog “Tumbler” with Lady Sandwich’s “Bess” at the head of a bull. Here we get in many respects, a very close resemblance to the modern Bulldog plus a suggestion of extreme activity which the modern dog does not always possess. There is the same great depth of chest and extension of underjaw, muscular and powerful fore legs, with comparatively light hind quarters. The tails of both dogs are of a type that does not always commend itself to modern breeders, who, unfortunately, especially in the United States of America, are far too strongly in favour of the twist or screw tail, which is not and never was a proper appendage of the Bulldog. It is mainly, however, in head and head properties that these two dogs, “Tumbler” and “Bess,” differ from the modern Bulldog. In the first place, we should regard the skull as being too small in proportion to the size of the dog. The nose is somewhat long, and the underjaw, though prominent, has not that determined upward sweep which is nowadays regarded as one of the most important Bulldog qualifications. Finally, there is an absence of finish and wrinkle about the skin covering the skull that we expect to see in our Show dogs, but then, it must be remembered, these dogs were fighters and never exhibited.

In another print, entitled “Bulldog and Badger,” painted by Charles Town at the end of the eighteenth century, we see two white dogs very similar in body properties to the last two reviewed, but differing in tails, which are here shown thick and evidently inclined to be bushy. The snouts are very long and there is no prominence of underjaw.

Perhaps the most famous of all pictures from the Bulldog student’s point of view was that painted by Abraham Cooper and engraved by John Scott in the year 1817 of the Bulldogs “Crib” and “Rosa,” and of which I am able to give a reduced illustration in these pages. Some fifteen or twenty years ago, it seems that this same picture of “Crib and Rosa” was regarded by a number of enthusiastic Bulldog men as a kind of fetish. It was about the same period, viz., fifteen to twenty years ago, that a vast number of crippled, unhealthy, and grossly exaggerated specimens of the breed were being exhibited, and, what is still worse, winning prizes. Against this sort of thing these gentlemen raised their voices in loud protest, and happily in the end with successful results. For some reason which I have never yet been able to discover, I was supposed to be on the side of the malformed, crippled, degenerate dog, for which I had nothing but pity and disgust. In urging a return to the active type of dog, numerous references to this picture of “Crib and Rosa” were made, so much so, that one almost grew tired of their very names, and I believe that once I had the temerity to say so in the doggy Press. Judging by their picture, for of course I never saw them in real life, “Crib and Rosa” were an embodiment of a splendid type of active and capable dog, but while admitting this, and while admitting the several splendid Bulldog qualities that they possessed, notably the great chest capacity, strength and muscularity of neck, the neat and low set on tail, above all the perfection of roach back displayed by the brindle and white, I must confess that I am still a lover of the more modern type of dog, with his larger and squarer skull and more massive, cloddy type of body. But my readers will have an opportunity of forming comparisons for themselves.
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CHAMPION “SMASHER.”

“A CHAMPION OF THE ’SEVENTIES.”

K.C.S.B. 6554.Born December, 1875.Winner of Ist at Bristol, 1876; his last appearance being at Aston, 1883, where he won Champion Prize, Challenge Cup, and Medal for the best dog.

From the collection of Bulldog pictures in the possession of Alfred Benjamin, Esq.

It is now some eighty years since bull-baiting and bear-baiting were discontinued in this country, though, as I have before said, dog-fighting as a pastime was still indulged in by a low and vicious type of dog owner for many years afterwards. At one time the race of Bulldogs dwindled until it was almost to be feared that the vanishing point would be reached and the breed become extinct. It is to a number of honest and enthusiastic fanciers and breeders, who were practically all of the working classes in the East End of London, in Birmingham, Sheffield, Nottingham, and a few other towns, that the existence of the Bulldog to-day is really due. Without hope of making much gain, without the desire to indulge in any of the low, vicious and degrading combats in the pit, these men kept and bred the Bulldog out of sheer love for him. When the breeder of those dogs succeeded in raising a litter of puppies, he was usually content to sell those he did not keep or give away for a matter of a very few shillings; so certainly greed of gain had little or nothing to do with the matter, and these men, to whom all who love and are interested in the Bulldog must be grateful, stand out as the truest type of fancier it is possible to conceive.

Little by little the Bulldog came back into popularity, not as a fighting dog, but as a dog mainly required for exhibition purposes. Gradually the undesirable creatures of extreme ferocity and savage inclination were bred out and some almost equally undesirable qualities were bred “in.” It was the aim of some breeders to produce the most exaggerated specimens possible. They misread the Standard and taught others to misread it also. The Standard declared that the skull of the Bulldog should be large. Every effort was now made to make it abnormally so. The Standard required great width of chest, with short, sturdy, muscular, but straight fore legs. These breeders, who were out to make money, set to work to produce a dog that was nothing more nor less than a gross caricature of what he should be. These dogs were only too much in evidence at Dog Shows years ago. It was no uncommon thing to see an unfortunate animal, splay-footed with terrible bowed fore legs (entirely contrary to the requirements of the Standard), waddling helplessly round the ring after his master or mistress and scarcely able to carry the weight of its own head.

Imagine such a creature as this tackling a bull or putting up a two hours’ fight in the dog pit. It is true that we no longer wanted the fierce dog of the earlier days, whose sole object in life was fighting, but we did not want the helpless, rickety, pampered creature that was not only utterly unworthy the name of “Bulldog,” but was unfit to be called dog at all. I know for a fact that in producing these exaggerated specimens, cruelty even worse, because longer drawn out, than was ever practised in the bull-ring or pit was used.
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