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			Designer Crime

			Special Interest’s Profit Machine

			“Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely.”—Lord Acton, a British historian of the late Nineteenth and early Twentieth centuries

			Designer crime is legislation designed to have all the earmarks of traditional law with the exception that designer laws are ‘genetically altered’ by special interest dollars not to interfere with business as usual and, therefore, do little to fix the problem for which they are created. One body of designer legislation is the “Hard On Crime” laws enacted since 1980. Publicized as a War On Violent Crime, a War On Illegal Drugs, and a War On Drinking & Driving and, like Weapons Of Mass Destruction in Iraq, they are all political fictions served up as an immediate threat.

			On the face of it these laws are coated with righteous indignation. Mandatory Minimum Sentencing and Truth In Sentencing laws serve a useful purpose to society, particularly one programmed with chronic anxiety, but when the data is examined, these laws do more harm than good. The reason is simple, the wars they exist to fuel simply do not exist, have never existed, and will never exist. They are political fictions.

			So what does designer crime actually accomplish? Of course, puts a lot of Americans, millions of us, into the legal system, and I’ll examine the profit motive driving that. Designer crimes create billions of dollars in tax receipts by offering protection to industries that are the source of the social problem, they hide the true unemployment that exists from the erosion to America’s manufacturing base. They hide special interest pilferage by artificially lowering government spending deficits, and they get bad politicians reelected as heroes. Designer crime laws are a highly efficient mechanisms for redirecting money from your bank account to a special-interest’s bank account without putting any significant dents in the social problems they were supposed to fix.

			Law in definition, as in practice, can be elusive to define. Successful societies throughout history have developed and used a system of basic rules to live together, even the beasts of the forest who travel in packs have their own unspoken law, which if broken, brings punishment. So, it is safe to say that ‘social rules’ are a norm of nature. Law is a word from the Old Norse civilization meaning “that which is laid down.1” One definition for law is “Law is the formal regime that orders human activities and relations through systematic application of the force of politically organized society.”2 This definition provides the license for a government to prey upon citizens. What I find intriguing is the last four words, “of politically organized society.” Who is doing the political organizing?

			The question, “Who is doing the political organizing?” in America goes unanswered by the media.
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