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    nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale


    śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine


    I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, who is very dear to Lord Kṛṣṇa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.


    namas te sārasvae deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe


    nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe


    Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvatī Gosvāmī. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism and voidism.
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    The GBC has issued a major document entitled “Śrīla Prabhupāda: The Founder-Ācārya of ISKCON” (henceforward “SPFAI”). It took over 6 years to prepare, and, recognising its importance, the GBC has labelled it on the cover as being “A GBC Foundational Document”. It was printed as a booklet by ISKCON GBC Press, mass distributed to participants at the 2014 Māyāpur festival and also advertised extensively online. Indeed, a specific GBC Resolution was passed to promote the booklet, calling for every ISKCON project website in the world to have a link to this booklet, because:


    “making the booklet widely available is important for the future of ISKCON, because establishing Śrīla Prabhupāda’s position of Founder-Ācārya will benefit devotees generation after generation”.


    (GBC Resolution 310, 2014)


    And GBC Resolution 323, 2014 states that “it is an historic text for ISKCON”.


    The document offers a definitive and official statement of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s position in ISKCON:


    “This work, Śrīla Prabhupāda: The Founder-Ācārya of ISKCON, authored by Ravīndra Svarūpa Dāsa, is officially endorsed by ISKCON’s Governing Body Commission (GBC). […] Understanding how Śrīla Prabhupāda is in the center of our lives and our society, and knowing how to keep him in that essential role, is the purpose of this text.”


    (GBC Executive Committee, SPFAI, p. 9)


    In the following chapters, we demonstrate that the conclusions offered by SPFAI endorse the position of the ISKCON Revival Movement (“IRM”) that, following his physical departure, Śrīla Prabhupāda’s position in ISKCON should have remained unchanged. These conclusions come directly from the instructions of Śrīla Prabhupāda quoted by SPFAI, as well as from SPFAI’s explanation for what these instructions from Śrīla Prabhupāda mean; and therefore are indeed definitive. Thus, we have the landmark situation that the GBC has issued a definitive “historic”, “foundational document” for ISKCON which concludes that Śrīla Prabhupāda shall continue to occupy a permanent position in ISKCON as its only dīkṣā (initiating) guru. In the quotations we present from SPFAI, all emphases, unless otherwise stated, have been added.
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