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Alexander the Great

Alexander the Great’s official title was Alexander III of Macedon. He was an undefeated king and commander who had an enormous hunger for power. After he conquered lands, what made Alexander different, was how he adopted some of their values, dress and culture. Alexander the Great in many ways introduced the concept of multiculturalism to the world. Alexander the Great is remembered for his fierce battle strategies and superb leadership skills.
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Portrait of Alexander the Great at the British Museum by Yair Haklai CC3.0

Early Years

Alexander was born in Pella, the ancient capital of Macedonia, in the northern part of modern Greece. The calendar used by the ancient Greeks is different to the one we use today so it is impossible to know the exact date of his birth. It is estimated that he was born on July 20, in 356 BC.
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Pebbles mosaic in a Pella house atrium (Macedonia) by Brian Donovan

Alexander’s father was the king of Macedon, Philip II. Kings of this time had many wives, and Philip himself had seven. It is difficult to say for certain which one was Alexander’s mother but it is thought that it was Olympias of Epirus. She was the “principle wife”.
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Phillip 2 of Macedonia by Gunnar Bach Pedersen

Alexander is the subject of many Greek legends; one said that Olympias dreamt that her womb was struck by a thunder bolt just before she found out she was pregnant. The ancient Greeks believed in many powerful Gods, like Zeus, the god of the sky and thunder. Some ancient Greeks believed that Alexander was the son of Zeus.

Another legend surrounding his birth was that on the day he was born, the Temple of Artemis in Ephesus burned to the ground. This was one of the seven ancient wonders of the world. It was seen as a symbol of Alexander’s power, strength and superhuman abilities.
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Model of the Temple of Artemis, at Miniatürk Park, Istanbul, Turkey by Zee Prime CC3.
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